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Two Generations
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien held its annual Women’s Philanthropy Spring Dinner on June 1 at Temple Beth El. 
Pictured are guest speaker celebrity-chef Jamie Geller (center) and two generations of Stamford women (l-r): UJF Vice President for Development Rebekah Raz and 
her daughter, Anabelle Raz; Sydney Eben and her mother, event Co-chair Alix Field Eben; event Co-chair Tara Shapiro and her daughter, Ashley Shapiro; and UJF 
Women’s Philanthropy President Rachel Dayan, with her daughter, Rebecca Dayan. See page 8 for more photos.

By Joanna Nevins
United Jewish Federation 

of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien CEO 
James Cohen, announced 
on June 1 the establishment 
of the UJF Community Grant 
Writer Program. The new 
program will provide constit-
uent agencies with access to a 
grant writer to research and 
write grants for important 
projects and core funding.

“By hiring a grant writer for the 
community,” Cohen noted, “we are 
providing all of our partner agencies 
and synagogues the opportunity to 
fish in a much bigger pond. There are 
foundations all across the country with 
grant dollars available. The missing 
ingredient at many organizations in 

More than 450 people of all ages are 
expected to run, walk, sprint and stroll 
their way through the Pepper Ridge 
section of Stamford, a family-friendly 
route favored by local runners. 

JCC Run/Walk Will Benefit 
JumpStart Program

Request for Proposals
UJF Establishes Community Grant Writer 
ProgramBy Nancy Schulman

Now a Labor Day tradition in Stam-
ford, the Ninth Annual Give a Child 
a JumpStart 5K/10K Run/Walk and 
Family Fun Day will be held on Monday, 
September 5, rain or shine. 

Gabrielle Goldman

town is the ability to tap into 
these resources.”

Cohen went on to say that 
he was “particularly pleased 
that Gabrielle Goldman has 
agreed to serve as our com-
munity grant writer.” Gold-
man is a professional writer 
with years of experience 
working in a consulting ca-
pacity with numerous organi-
zations, including the Jewish 

Federation of Western Massachusetts. 
The inaugural contract for the grant 

writer is being underwritten by UJF 
President-Elect Ricky Arbron. “I am so 
pleased to help make this long-standing 
UJF goal a reality,” Arbron noted. “UJF 
has wanted to provide this service to the 
community for quite some time and I 

See “Request” on page 2

At left: Runners 
and walkers took off 
from the start line 
of last year’s Give a 
Child a JumpStart 
5K/10K Run/Walk 
and Family Fun Day, 
organized annually 
b y  The  C en t e r 
Women of the Jewish 
Community Center. 
This year’s run/
walk will be held on 
Labor Day, Monday, 
September 5.

See “Run/Walk” on page 4

Israel Geeks Out: Science, Art, and Tech Event Embodies 
Jewish State’s “DNA”
By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman
JNS.org

The entrance to Jerusalem’s Sacher 
Park was transformed from April 25-
27 by a fire-breathing robotic dragon, 
which flailed its arms and attempted 
to take flight. The robot, a signature 
feature at Jerusalem’s first-ever “Geek 
Picnic,” was one of more than 150 sci-
entific amusements available for the 

public to experience.
This particular dragon was designed 

by students from Moscow’s Art Indus-
trial Institute in conjunction with the 
Flacon design factory, said Anatasia 
Shaminer, a student who helped facili-
tate the display. Children attending the 
Geek Picnic – modeled after Eastern 
Europe’s open-air festival dedicated to 
popular science, modern technology, 

science and art – were able to board the 
robot dragon, stand beside a Russian 
Air Force pilot and learn to control the 
machine, whose pilot’s chair was made 
from a former Russian fighter jet. 

This year marked the first time that 
the Geek Picnic took place outside of 
the former Soviet Union.

Carmi Wurtman – owner of 2BVibes 
Productions, the company that licensed 

the rights for the festival and leveraged 
the talents of 30 staff members over 
the course of two years to bring the 
Geek Picnic to the Holy Land – said 
that for five years, he had been eyeing 
the event as one that would “work well 
with Israel’s DNA.

“It’s a smart event,” Wurtman told 
JNS.org. “It’s for adults and children 

See “Science” on page 16
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CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES

June 24 .............8:13 pm
July 1 ................8:12 pm
July 8 ................8:10 pm
July 15 ..............8:07 pm
July 22 ..............8:02 pm
July 29 ..............7:55 pm
August 5 ...........7:47 pm
August 12 .........7:38 pm
August 19 .........7:28 pm
August 26 .........7:18 pm
September 2 .....7:06 pm
September 9 .....6:55 pm

that Domingo is 75 years 
old. To have the vocal ability 
and stamina to perform a 
complete opera at any age is 
a challenge. But to be able to 
do it when so many people 
are taking a well-deserved 
retirement was even more 
astonishing. It was very clear 
that he enjoyed every minute.

That left me thinking. It 
is so much easier to stay in 
the arena if you are doing 

what you love. Domingo is certainly 
an example of someone showing up 
for work each day excited and content. 
That same thrill of doing what we love 
professionally can also be accomplished 
by volunteering. Oftentimes, it is easier 
to achieve this goal with one’s free time 
as opposed to hours at the office.

One of the wonderful things about 
Federation is that we help so many 
people in so many different ways. Yes, 
we always need people on call nights 
and on Super Sunday to solicit gifts, 
and we always will. But there are many 
other ways to volunteer through UJF 
that might be your ticket to “doing what 
you love.” You can read to elementary 
school students through our Reading 
Partners program. You can deliver 
food to needy students as part of our 
3 SQUARE program. You can serve on 
our New Jewish Voice Committee and 
help produce the newspaper you are 
currently reading. You can do service 

By James A. Cohen
A few weeks ago, my wife 

took me to the Metropolitan 
Opera to celebrate my birth-
day. As a longtime opera en-
thusiast, nothing could make 
me happier. Just going to the 
opera is a treat, but to hear 
Placido Domingo in person 
for the first (and hopefully 
not last) time was truly thrill-
ing. Though he was singing 
a baritone role, he still has 
what it takes.

Watching and listening to him all 
evening, it was hard to accept the fact 

projects with our Chapter Two women’s 
group, or travel to Israel on a service 
mission, and the list goes on and on.

We all can’t be Metropolitan Opera 
stars, but the ticket to being a star vol-
unteer in a new experience can be one 
call away. I promise the results will be 

beneficial. Though I won’t go quite as 
far as businessman Allen Klein who said 
that “research has shown that people 
who volunteer live longer,” I can say 
with 100 percent certainty that it will 
make you feel good. So, come join us 
and do what you love.

James Cohen, 
UJF CEO

CEO Message

Doing What You Love

IN MEMORIAM
Reflections on Rivky 
(Deren) Berman’s Passing

Rivky Berman, z”l, and her husband Rabbi 
Shmulie Berman

Rivky Berman, a young Chabad-
Lubavitch emissary who inspired 
many throughout her lifelong strug-
gle with illness, passed away on May 
29 at the Duke University Hospital in 
Durham, NC. She was 29 years old.

Born in Stamford, CT, to Rabbi 
Yisrael and Vivi Deren of Chabad 
Stamford, Rivky Deren grew up in an 
atmosphere where serving God with 
joy and sharing Judaism with others 
was paramount – even when things 
were not easy.

She was one of several siblings who 
were born with Bloom syndrome. In 
addition to affecting her growth, the 
condition caused Rivky to be prone 
to many illnesses.

Nevertheless, throughout her life 
Berman maintained a spunky, upbeat 
attitude and had a unique ability to 
share the hope and joy that defined 
her life with others. She shared that 
positive attitude in blog posts, per-
sonal counseling and in every venue 
available to her.

Reflecting in a video posted to 
her blog (http://rivkyderen.tumblr.
com/) on the medical hurdles she had 
faced, she maintained, “I dealt with it, 
I am here, and I have an incredible 
life ... I don’t see those things as issues. 
I see them as challenges. Those are 
challenges that God gave me – and 
anyone else that has that challenge 
– because He truly believes that I can 
take that challenge and I will fulfill 
that challenge ... I was given some-
thing that only I was given because 
God thought that I can handle it.”

After a successful lung transplant, 
she married Rabbi Shmulie Berman 
in the summer of 2012. The young 
couple looked forward to establishing 
themselves as Chabad-Lubavitch em-
issaries, something her family had de-
voted themselves to since great-grand-
parents Rabbi Sholom and Chaya 
Posner moved to Pittsburgh in the mid 
1940s to head the Chabad educational 
system in that city.

The Bermans moved to North 
Carolina, where Rivky had once 
been hospitalized waiting for her 
lung transplant. There, they helped 
with undergraduate programming 
at Chabad of Duke and were instru-
mental in the founding of Chabad 

at North Carolina State University.
In 2015, she was found to have lym-

phoma and was once again admitted 
to the hospital. Even from her hospital 
room, she continued to reach out, 
organize and serve – orchestrating 
an entire Purim celebration from the 
confines of her bed.

Yet, despite her frequent chal-
lenges, she said that “my family and 
I have gone through many difficult 
times. The teaching of tracht gut vet, 
zein gut [‘think good, and it will be 
good’] almost became a refrain in 
our lives.”

Despite her illness, she remained 
active, recently joining the Ruderman 
Chabad Inclusion Initiative advisory 
committee with the hope of advancing 
inclusion for people with disabilities, 
and emphasizing the equality and 
value of everyone in the community. 
She is well known for saying, “Every-
thing ends up OK in the end, and if 
it’s not OK, then it’s not the end.” She 
will be sorely missed by the Stamford 
community and everyone whose lives 
she touched.

In addition to her parents and 
husband, Rivky Berman is survived 
by her siblings Rabbi Yossi Deren, 
Rabbi Asher Deren, Rabbi Chezky 
Deren, Chanie Backman and her 
in-laws, Lynn and Harvey Berman. 
She was predeceased by her siblings 
Shlomo Aharon Deren, Blumi Deren 
and Rabbi Mendel Deren.

am confident it will be very successful.”
Goldman will be hired for contracts 

of 100 hours at a time. Organizations 
can submit a proposal to UJF to have 
the grant writer spend a finite number 
of hours on preparing a grant for them. 
Organizations can use the services of 
the grant writer to apply for grants 
being offered by any foundation or 
organization in the United States and 
around the world. A small commit-
tee is being established to prioritize 
which grants should be tackled first. 
Goldman will also write grants directly 
for UJF.

The committee to prioritize the 
grants will be chaired by Dana Horow-
itz, former UJF board member and 
interim vice president, who is currently 
director of development at Future 5, 
an educational non-profit organization 
in Stamford. Horowitz stated, “Organi-
zations that do not avail themselves of 
grant dollars do so at their own peril. 
This is nothing new, but the fact that 
UJF can help Jewish organizations in 
town with this endeavor is significant.”

For further information on the Com-
munity Grant Writer Program, contact 
Cohen at jcohen@ujf.org.

Request Continued from page 1
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Deadlines for 
articles

The deadlines for the next three issues of The 
New Jewish Voice are:
Monday, July 25 .................................. September
Monday, August 29 ................................ October
Monday, September 26 .......................November

Send New Jewish Voice article submissions to 
Sandy Golove at sandy@ujf.org marked “Stamford 
Voice” in the subject line. Expect an acknowledge-
ment; please re-send if you do not receive one.

By Joan Kranz
At first, it may not seem that the three girls have 

much in common. Rebecca Ronai is a seventh-grader 
at Weston Middle School, who studies dance six days 
a week. Sofia Dodaro is a 10th-grader at Greenwich 
High School, who has been playing soccer since the 
age of 5 and currently plays for a premier soccer club. 
Julia Abbazia, also a 10th-grader at Greenwich High, 
plays two junior varsity sports, lacrosse and soccer, 
and enjoys honors arts classes. All three students, 
however, were the recipients of the Jewish Historical 
Society of Fairfield County’s 2016 National History 
Day Awards for entries that incorporated Jewish his-
tory and heritage into National History Day’s theme, 
“Exploration, Encounter and Exchange.”

The students received their certificates and prizes 
on May 22 at The Jewish Historical Society of Fair-
field County program held at the Stamford Jewish 
Community Center. In addition to their parents, the 
teachers who aided and encouraged the recipients 
with their entries, Peggy Jorgensen of Weston Middle 
School and Courtney Hawes and Michael Belanger 
of Greenwich High School were also acknowledged. 
Attendees were able to view Dodaro and Abbazia’s 
prize-winning senior division, group exhibit “FDR: 
Through the Eyes of Survivors” and Ronai’s Individual 
documentary, “Miracle of the Holocaust: Exploration 
of Survival.” After seeing the film, “Woman in Gold,” 
Ronai decided to make her own movie. Ronai’s 

With just weeks to go, there are still spots available 
for host families and volunteers for the 2016 Stam-
ford JCC Maccabi Games and ArtsFest. Hosts and 
volunteers are being recruited from Stamford and 
neighboring communities such as Norwalk, Westport, 
Weston, Wilton, Fairfield, Armonk, Bedford and Rye. 
A total of 500 host homes and 1,000 volunteers will be 
needed for the week-long event, which will welcome 

Exploration, Encounter and Exchange
Jewish Historical Society Honors National History Day Winners

L-r: Joan Kranz, chair of National History Day; Peggy Jorgensen, faculty at Weston Middle 
School; Rebecca Ronai, seventh grade winner; Elissa Kaplan, president; Sofia Abbazia 
and Julia Abbazia, 10th grade winners; and Michael Belanger and Courtney Hawes, 
faculty at Greenwich High School.

L-r: Sofia Abbazia, Julia Abbazia and Rebecca Ronai

JCC Maccabi Wants You!
It’s Not too Late to Host or Volunteer 

1,500 visiting athletes and artists from the U.S. and 
around the world. Visit www.jccmaccabistamford.org 
for complete information and to register.

For additional information, contact the JCC Macca-
bi office at 203-487-0949 or maccabi@stamfordjcc.org.

The Jewish Community Center of Stamford is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

documentary features 
her grandfather, Fred, 
who escaped Austria at 
a very young age and 
attended the award cer-
emony as well.

Ronai was to join about 
3,000 students on June 
12-16 at the University 
of Maryland in College 
Park for the Kenneth E. 
Behring National History 
Day Competition. The 
National Competition is 
the culmination of a year-
long academic program, 
involving more than half a 
million middle- and high-
school students from the 
United States and around 
the world. Joan Kranz is 
The Jewish Historical So-
ciety’s Chair for National 
History Day. Elissa Kaplan, president, echoed people’s 
thoughts when she said, “The appreciation and study 
of history is alive and well in the next generation. We 
hope to award even more prizes next year!” 

The Jewish Historical Society will continue spon-
soring prizes in conjunction with the yearly theme of 
National History Day. As one of this year’s recipients 
wrote, “Uncovering history that has not been heard 
about before is what historians do. The atmosphere 
at the competition was so exciting and fun; not only 
that, but creating a piece of work that you are proud 
of is like no other feeling.”

Fairfield County teachers of public, private and 
religious schools are welcome to encourage their 
students to use resources available in The Jewish 
Historical society’s archives and library. Complete 
details will also be available on the Jewish Historical 
Society website.

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County is a 
recipient agency of United Jewish Federation.
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Call Today for New Patient Special O
ers!

1500 Summer St., Stamford, CT

Most insurance accepted for adolescents with no out-of-pocket expense for check-ups*
*As long as you are eligible, have met all deductibles, have bene�ts remaining and your plan is UCR or equivalent.

Welcome Pediatric Dentist
Dr. Esther Levine Pincus
Dental Care Kids

Open 7 Days A Week!

IV sedation for
high fear & special needs children

Dr. Pincus grew up in West Hempstead, New York, attended Barnard 
College, graduated summa cum laude in Psychology & attended 
Harvard Dental School. She completed her Pediatric Dental training 
at Cohen Children’s Medical Center and we are excited to have her 
join Dental Care Kids. Dr. Pincus believes that enjoyable dental visits 
for children lead to a happy dental future. Her goal is to make dental 
visits fun for kids and stress-free for parents.

Board Certi�ed Dentists and Orthodontists for Children and Adolescents!

www.DentalCareKids.com     www.DentalCareOrthodontics.com
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While sponsorship efforts are ongoing, this event 
has consistently received the generous support of The 
Herbert and Sarah M. Gibor Charitable Foundation, 
Auslander Kasindorf Group/Keller Williams Realty, 
and the Dorf and Gotler families, and is presented 
by The Center Women of the Stamford Jewish Com-
munity Center. The event raises funds for JumpStart, 
the JCC’s preschool program for young children 
with special needs.

JumpStart is the only program of its kind serving 
families in the Greater Fairfield County area. The 
program follows the pattern of a typical nursery school 
classroom, offering social and educational experi-
ences in a group setting for children who typically 
require one-on-one services at home. Money raised 
from the Run/Walk will go toward the program’s 
general operating costs, including new equipment, 
staff development, maintenance of the boundless 
playground, special events and scholarships.

Run/Walk participants will leave from the JCC, 
located at 1035 Newfield Ave. Those doing the 5K will 
complete the route one time; participants doing the 
10K will complete it twice. Strollers are welcome and 

there will be water stations along the way. For the safety 
of all participants and to satisfy insurance requirements, 
no bikes, skates, scooters or animals are permitted.

New for this year, check-in will begin at 8:30 am 
and the race will start at 9 am. The event is certified 
by USA Track and Field, and the run portion of the 
race is professionally timed. The fee to enter the Run/
Walk, for those who register by August 1, is $30 per 
adult/$15 per child ages 6-18. For those who register 
after August 1, the cost will be $36 per adult/$18 
per child ages 6-18. Children 5 and under are free.

Online registration for the JCC Run/Walk is avail-
able at www.stamfordjcc.org, or call 203-322-7900 for 
more information. Families and local businesses can 
also support the JumpStart program by becoming 
sponsors of the communitywide event. Information 
on sponsorship levels is available by contacting the 
JCC. In addition, registration and sponsorship forms 
are available on the website for download, and com-
pleted forms can be mailed or dropped off at the JCC.

All proceeds go directly to the JumpStart program. 
The JCC is a recipient agency of United Jewish Federation 

of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Run/Walk Continued from page 1

An Evening with JFS 
On May 15, more than 250 people gathered at 

Temple Beth El for “An Evening with JFS.” During 
the evening, the 37th Annual Mitzvah awards were 
presented to Linda Russ and Sandy Speter along 
with additional recognition to Iris Morrison. 

“Good friends gathered in celebration while 
honoring three women who have impacted all that 
Jewish Family Service does to serve those most in 
need throughout our community,” said Jonathan 
Fass, COO of Jewish Family Service. 

This year, as a tribute to Morrison’s more than a 
decade of dedication and commitment to serving oth-
ers, the Emergency Assistance Fund was renamed the 
Iris Morrison Chesed Fund for Emergency Assistance. 
The JFS Evening auction included an opportunity 
for attendees to contribute to this service, and funds 
were raised to help cover these agency costs for this 
coming year. For additional information or to contrib-
ute, contact Claudia Brenner at JFS at 203-921-4161.

At right, l-r: Connecticut 
State Senator Carl Leone; 
Jewish Family Service 
honoree Sandy Speter; 
first selectman of Weston, 
Nina Daniel; U.S. Senator 
Richard Blumenthal ; 
JFS honoree Linda Russ; 
Special Recognition award 
Iris Morrison; JFS CEO 
Matt Greenberg; and Edith 
Samers, president of JFS 
Board of Directors.(Photos by 
Aviva Maller Photography)

At right, l-r: Thanks to Event Committee Co-chairs Meryl 
Japha, Liz Kitay and Janet Welkovich. 

Connie Cirillo Freeman (left) and Alan Freeman presented 
a gift to Iris Morrison (center) in special recognition for 
her many contributions to JFS as Morrison returns to Israel 
and begins her retirement.
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Torch Relay Retraces JCC’s 100-Year History
By Luisa Viladas

As part of its centennial celebration, 
the Jewish Community Center held the 
JCC Maccabi Torch Relay on May 22, 
commemorating the JCC’s 100th year 
in Stamford while raising awareness 
for this summer’s JCC Maccabi Games 
and ArtsFest.

The relay followed a route from the 
Hebrew Institute of Stamford’s 1916 
home in the basement of Congregation 
Agudath Sholom on Greyrock Place, to 
the Prospect Street Building completed 
in 1930 for the Stamford Jewish Cen-
ter, to the 14-acre campus the Jewish 
Community Center calls home today.

“In 100 years, we have had three 
homes and three names,” said relay 
organizer Michael Gold, “but our mis-
sion to serve as the center of Stamford’s 

Jewish community has been constant. 
Like Stamford itself, the JCC has grown 
and we look forward to supporting the 
Jewish community of this great city for 
100 more years.”

Nearly 300 people participated, pass-
ing the torch as they walked the 2.9-mile 
route. JCC families, some three- and 
four-generations strong, carried the 
torch side by side with Mayor David Mar-
tin, city officials and local politicians. 
Martin spoke on the steps of Stamford 
High School, where he congratulated 
the JCC on its 100th anniversary and 
spoke of the city’s partnership with the 
JCC for this summer’s Maccabi Games 
and ArtsFest. The Games and ArtsFest 
will bring 1,500 athletes and artists 
from around the world to Stamford in 
August, and will serve as a highlight of 

In 1916, Congregation Agudath Sholom was Stamford’s only synagogue and provided the 
JCC with its original home on Greyrock Place. One hundred years later, the synagogue’s 
current home on Strawberry Hill Avenue was one of the stops on the JCC Maccabi Torch 
Relay. L-r: Jonathan Fass (COO of Jewish Family Service), Rabbi Moshe Shemtov (director 
of Chabad of Stamford), David Stein, Arnold Yelin, Beverly Stein, Rabbi Daniel Cohen 
(senior rabbi of Congregation Agudath Sholom), Howard Rothman, Helen Donner, Martin 
Donner, Bill Sklar, James Cohen (CEO of United Jewish Federation), Jonathan Cohen and 
Eileen Rosner. In front: Sroli Shemtov and Dahlia Cohen.

Leading off the JCC Maccabi Torch Relay on May 22 were the Sklar and Liebowits 
families. Shirley Brazel Sklar’s parents were married in 1927 at the first home of the JCC 
on Greyrock Place. L-r: Cate and Lexi Liebowits, Susan Sklar Liebowits, Lila and David 
Liebowits, and Shirley and Bill Sklar, who held a wedding photo of Shirley’s parents, 
Chaim and Beatrice Brazel.

the JCC’s centennial year.
“Once in a great while, a moment of 

incredible opportunity arrives for insti-
tutions like ours,” said Gold. “Our torch 
relay was reminiscent of the Olympic 
relay and it underscored how thrilled 
we are to be hosting JCC Maccabi in 
Stamford, a city that has embraced us 
for 100 years.”

The JCC Maccabi Games is an Olym-
pic-style athletic competition that brings 
together Jewish teens from the U.S. and 
around the world. JCC Maccabi ArtsFest 
offers an opportunity for creative teens 
to work on their crafts, engage with the 
community and be part of the social 
fabric of the JCC Maccabi Experience.

“Young participants in JCC Maccabi 
often describe it as the experience of 
a lifetime. And what would an Olym-

pic-style event be without a torch 
relay?” said Maxine Freilich, who co-
chaired the torch relay and also serves 
as co-chair of the JCC’s Centennial 
Committee. “The route the torch took 
commemorated our journey over the 
past 100 years and was a magnificent 
way to usher in the next century for 
the agency.”

Leading the work surrounding the 
JCC’s centennial are JCC Maccabi 
Games Co-chairs Michael Gold and 
Jeannie Kriftcher; ArtsFest Co-chairs 
Robin Frederick and Kim Schweber; 
and Centennial Committee Co-chairs 
Maxine Freilich and Rich Vogel.

The Jewish Community Center of 
Stamford is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

DISCOVER      Bi-Cultural Day School

Words can’t describe it...a visit will.
 � “Play with a Purpose” – our early 
childhood educational model

 � Academic excellence for all students

 � Values-based curriculum founded in 
Torah principles

 � Broad enrichment opportunities

 � Exceptional teaching staff

 � Israel and Zionism integral to 
our mission

 � Embracing children from all 
Jewish backgrounds in grades 
Pre-K through 8

2186 High Ridge Road
Stamford, CT 06903
www.bcds.org
203-329-2186
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By Sandy Golove
To submit infor-

mation to Bits and 
Pieces, call 321-
1373, ext. 107, or 
e-mail me at sandy@
ujf.org.
MAZEL TOV TO 
GROWING FAMILIES:

Stephanie and Perry Friedman on 
the birth of a son.

Nechama and David Landsman on 
the birth of a daughter; grandparents 
are Rivka and Rabbi David Walk.

Jessica and Elie Niedober on the 
birth of a daughter; grandparents 
are Jean Niedober, Irwin Niedo-
ber; great-grandmother is Marilyn 
Niedober.

Mary and Sam Pomerantz on the 
birth of a son, Henry Michael Pomer-
antz; grandparents are Honni and 
Sylvan Pomerantz.
MAZEL TOV TO:

Beth Baer on receiving the Center 
Woman of the Year Award from the 
JCC.

Jeannie Kasindorf on receiving the 
Hyacinthe and Harold Hoffman Hu-
manitarian Award from the JCC.

Jeannie Kriftcher on her election 
as the president of the JCC Center 
Women.

By Cantor Marcia 
Lane

All year long I am 
part of a cadre of 
rabbis and cantors 
who write d’vrei To-
rah – commentaries 
on the weekly Torah 
portion. So here are 
some tiny Torah thoughts for the next 
few weeks.

Korach – When a group of 250 men, 
led by Korach (who – like Moses and 
Aaron – is a Levi, a member of the priest-
ly caste) rebel against the authority of 
Moses, they are swallowed up by the 
earth. Boom. It’s a clarifying moment 
because it’s about power. Moses has it. 
Korah wants it. But there’s a major dif-
ference between these two men. Moses 
never asked for it. In fact, throughout 
the Torah, Moses keeps trying to give it 
away! I once tutored a bat mitzvah (or 
perhaps she tutored me) who said the 
whole thing about Korach was that he 
understood power, but he didn’t un-
derstand people or love. God chooses 
Moses because he understands power 
and people and love.

Chukkat – holy cow! This parasha 
outlines a most unusual ritual, the 
slaughter and burning of the red heifer, 
the ashes of which will be used to purify 
the Israelites and the tabernacle. It is 
a process that renders the one who 
handles the cow and its ashes ritually 
impure at the same time as it purifies 
those who are sprinkled with water and 
ash. So the ash has a kind of double 
valence: it both purifies and contami-
nates. Perhaps it comes to remind us 
that ritual purity and impurity are two 
sides of the same coin. We all hold 
elements of both within us.

Balak – Perhaps my favorite story 
in Torah tells of a talking ass. Bilaam 
is a “true prophet.” Not only does he 
have the power to bless and curse, but 

By Rabbi Jay TelRav
In 2007, the Reform movement 

published a Chumash (a Torah com-
mentary) called “The Torah, A Wom-
en’s Commentary.” It was a wonderful 
addition to the millennia old tradition 
of explaining the Torah. In 2009, “The 
Men’s Torah Commentary” was pub-
lished. I recall that it received a small 
amount of criticism because, after 
all, every Torah commentary thus far 
had been a “men’s” commentary. The 
response was brilliant and authentic: 
It was not until the women taught us 
to look at the Torah through a gen-
dered lens that we, as men, could do 
the same. Yes, the previous works had 
been written by men, but they were not 
written as men.

The weekend of April 15 saw 15 
brave Temple Sinai men strike out on 
a new experience. Having watched 
(a bit enviously) a wildly successful 
Women’s Retreat develop over the last 
seven years, several men approached 
me about organizing a Men’s Retreat. 
A small group sat together over the 
months leading up to the retreat and 
developed a program. Its inaugural 
year was more successful than any of 
us could have hoped.

We knew that some men in the 
congregation would be completely 
uninterested. Others were on board 
the moment they heard about it. And 
still others were reluctant, but willing 

Leah and Peter Munk on the en-
gagement of their son, Joshua Munk, 
to Mielcah Allswang.

Risa Raich on her election as the 
president of the JCC.

Lisa and Abraham Slen on the 
marriage of their son, Efram Slen, to 
Mandie Biron, daughter of Irene and 
David Biron. 
MAZEL TOV TO B’NAI MITZVAH:

Jessica Nirschel, daughter of Marcy 
and Martin Nirschel.
CONDOLENCES TO:

Marian Alterwitz, and Steven, David 
and Barry Alterwitz of her husband and 
their father, Irwin Alterwitz. 

Rabbi Shmuly Berman, Rabbi Yisra-
el and Vivi Deren, Rabbi Yossi Deren, 
Rabbi Oshy Deren, Chanie Backman 
and Rabbi Chezkel Deren on the loss 
of his wife, their daughter and their 
sister, Rivky Deren Berman. 

Amy Bloomenthal on the loss of her 
father, Leon Mitchell.

Jeff Kaplan, and Elissa and David 
Kaplan on the loss of his wife and their 
daughter-in-law, Dr. Laurie Sanda.

Damian Senatore, and Richard, 
Natalia and Marc Senatore on the loss 
of his wife and their mother, Adina 
Senatore. 

Fred Springer on the loss of his 
mother, Myrna Springer.

he adamantly protests that he can only 
say what God puts in his mouth. He is 
not an Israelite, but he uses the Israelite 
name for God, and he tells King Balak, 
“Even if you gave me a houseful of gold 
and silver, I can only say what the Lord 
tells me to say.” When he sets out on the 
road, imagining that God has blessed 
this venture, God sends a messenger 
with a flaming sword to stop him, but 
Bilaam can’t see this messenger. Only 
the ass he rides on can see it! God 
opens the mouth of the ass, but what 
she says is rather matter-of-fact. It’s not 
the power of speech that makes the ass 
remarkable; it’s the power of vision. 
And then Bilaam, too, gains vision: 
“How lovely are your tents, O Jacob, 
your dwelling places, O Israel!”

Pinchas – Named for the most prob-
lematic character in Torah, Pinchas 
goes on a one-man crusade against 
sexual immorality and skewers two 
people who are flaunting their – ahem 
– inappropriate behavior. In this sec-
tion, however, Pinchas is given a kind 
of sideways promotion by God; he is 
given a “covenant of peace.” Nothing 
is spelled out about this covenant, and 
Pinchas is actually never heard from 
again! Sometimes there are people 
who do reprehensible things, but who 
cannot be punished – either because 
of the honesty of their intentions or 
the nature of the outcome. Instead the 
Torah leaves him and goes on to talk 
about the daughters of Zelophechad, 
five girls who seek to inherit their fa-
ther’s portion in the land. Moses goes 
to God who confirms their right, and 
there we have the very first instance of 
property law being decided!

Happy summer Torah!
*JEEP = Jewish Education and 

Engagement Project of United Jewish 
Federation

Cantor Marcia Lane is the UJF director 
of education and engagement.

Rabbi TelRav led Shabbat morning services 
in the forested chapel.

to give it a shot. Obviously, the uninter-
ested did not join us. But, at the end 
of the weekend, every one of the men 
who attended enthusiastically asked 
about next year.

The curriculum was based around 
the Jewish system of character improve-
ment known as Mussar. Mussar is a 19th 
century program developed by Rabbis 
Israel Salanter, Moshe Chaim Luzzato 
and many others, and is based upon 
the 11th century work of Bachya Ibn 
Pakuda. Through a structured practice 
of journaling, study and mentorship, an 
individual examines the best and worst 
qualities resident within himself and 
works to change their balance toward 
the positive. 

With plenty of great food, spirited 
prayer and outdoor activities, we used 
the time to look inward. The men 

See “Men” on page 9

mazel tov to area 
professionals

bits and pieces JEEP* tracks: musings on 
education and engagement

KLEI KODESH*

A MONTHLY COLUMN FROM OUR CLERGY 

UJF Tribute Cards are a wonderful way to connect with your 
family and friends and mark any occasion while supporting the 

extraordinary work of  UJF.  To send a tribute, go to www.ujf.org.

Summer Torah

Making Mussar Meaningful to Men

BCDS’s Gretchen Mathews Selected for Prestigious 
Fellowship Program

Gretchen Mathews, a middle-school language arts 
teacher at Bi-Cultural Day School, has recently been se-
lected to participate in the Connecticut Writing Project 
Summer Institute.

The Connecticut Writing Project at Fairfield University, 
an affiliate of the National Writing Project, is dedicated to 
improving students’ writing abilities by strengthening the 
teaching and learning of writing, providing professional 
development programs for classroom teachers, and ex-
panding the professional roles of teachers. The Invitational 
Summer Institute is a month-long, professional development 
program which includes workshops and courses for teach-
ers in southern Connecticut and southeastern New York state. It is designed by 
teachers and writers for teachers and writers, with the goal of increasing liter-
acy leadership, knowledge and expertise in the classroom. Each participant is 
required to create a writing workshop for use in their own school setting or at 
another school within the writing project network.

Mathews, who is one of about a dozen teachers and writers selected from a 
large pool of candidates, said, “I am thrilled to become part of a network of 
educators dedicated to improving literacy across the country and excited to 
learn new methods to more effectively teach writing at Bi-Cultural Day School.”

JHSC Head of School to attend Harvard Summer Program
The Jewish High School of Connecticut announced that 

Rabbi Elisha Paul, head of school, has received an Avi Chai 
Foundation fellowship to attend the Harvard University 
Principal Center this summer. This is the second time he 
has received the fellowship.

Rabbi Paul states, “Harvard runs two different principal 
programs, one for new heads of school and one for experi-
enced heads of school. I am looking forward to seeing how 
the rapidly changing field of education looks through the 
lens of the Harvard School of Education in the 21st century 
as compared to how it looked at the end of 20th century, 
when I last attended this enriching program.”

The Avi Chai Foundation sponsors a cohort of Jewish day 
school administrators to attend the Harvard Principal Center each summer to 
join some of the nation’s leading private and public school administrators to 
share their experience and wisdom with each other, and learn from some of 
the instructors at Harvard University.

Gretchen Mathews

Rabbi Elisha Paul

For information on advertising, contact
Bonnie Rozen at (800)779-7896, ext. 244 or bonnie@thereportergroup.org

Your ad could be here!
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Reading Partners Do it by the Book!
The Herbert and Sarah M. Gibor 

Reading Partners Program celebrated 
its 17th year of service with a breakfast 
event held on May 25 at the JCC to 
honor its corps of reading volunteers. 
Director of the program Marlyn Agat-
stein welcomed 84 guests and noted 
this was the largest end-of-year gath-
ering in the program’s history. Guests 
included the volunteers, elementary 
school reading specialists, program 
supporters and local media.

“Connections” was the theme of the 
welcoming address. Agatstein noted 
three areas where personal ties play 
a major role in defining the success 
of the program: the primary relation-
ship between reading volunteer and 
young student; the relations between 
elementary school faculties and the 
greater Reading Partners team; and, 
the relationship between each and 
every Reading Partner vis-à-vis shared 
goals and commitment to the program 
mission.

The featured guest speaker was Jerry 
Craft, whose website describes him as 
a “Syndicated Cartoonist ~ Author ~ 

Illustrator ~ Nice Guy.” In 1995, he 
first published a newspaper comic strip 
titled “Mama’s Boyz” and has gone on 
to author two dozen children’s books, 
portraying African-American family life 
with universal themes of education, 
respect, honesty and sincerity. He spoke 
of life growing up as a cartoonist and 
how his work has evolved over the years. 
He demonstrated drawing techniques 
and spoke about the inspirations for his 
comic and book characters.

This year’s honorees were the team 
leaders who “run” the program at each of 
the 12 elementary schools. They ensure 
that all the volunteers are matched with 
appropriate students and are the first 
line of support should the volunteers 
need guidance. “Without their com-
mitment, the program wouldn’t be as 
robust and personalized,” said Agatstein.

At the beginning of each school 
year, Reading Partners welcomes new 
volunteers into its base corps. The 
program announced that this fall, the 
New School at 200 Strawberry Hill has 
invited Reading Partners to join its 
community and start up a new reading 

Breakfast guests enjoyed catching up. In front (l-r): Claudine Feurstein, Caron Zampino, 
Cynthia Huppert, Amy Neer and Susan Kolbrenner. (Photos by Gail Rauner)

team. Stamford’s newest elementary 
school will admit kindergartners and 
first-graders in the fall, with new grades 
added each school year. Those interest-
ed in being a part of the new team, or 

in joining an already existing team, are 
asked to contact Agatstein at 203-321-
1373, ext. 115. “Do not hesitate; this 
could be the beginning of a meaningful 
‘Connection,’” said Agatstein.

L-r: Ed Smith, Gibor Foundation trustee; Ellen Weber, UJF president and Reading Partner 
at Northeast School; Marlyn Agatstein, director of Reading Partners; Joan Wexler, program 
supporter; and Jerry Craft, featured speaker.

The Reading Partners Team Leaders. Back row (l-r): Susan Holzman, Marjorie Stein, 
Ena Sarkar, Lesley Sandison, Ronny Kaplan and Penny Wolff. Middle row (l-r): Wendy 
Fitzgerald, Asha Gupte, Doris Freundlich, Reading Partners Director Marlyn Agatstein 
and Lois Dreyer. In front: Barbara Rosenberg. Also attending, but not pictured, were 
Susan Josephson and Caron Zampino.
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The Joy of Kosher

More than 160 women attended the 
Women’s Philanthropy Spring Dinner 
at Temple Beth El on June 1, chaired 

by Alix Field Eben and Tara Shapiro. 
Jamie Geller, author of “Joy of Kosher,” 
regaled the women with her adventures 
in matchmaking, how she went from 
being a Hollywood producer to being 
a kosher blogger and chef, and her 
change in lifestyle from a non-religious 
woman to a “wig wearing, Shabbat 
observant mother of six.” 

Lions of Judah (women who make 
an annual gift of $5,000 or more to 
United Jewish Federation’s annual 

Auction award winners enjoyed lunch at Soosh with celebrity chef Jamie Geller, Women’s 
Philanthropy’s spring dinner speaker. L-r: Rachel Dayan (Women’s Philanthropy president), 
Lorraine Kweskin, Alix Field-Eben, speaker Jamie Geller, Irene Cohen and Tara Shapiro. 
(Not pictured: Ricky Arbron.)

L-r: Mia Weinstein, Cantor Magda Fishman 
of Temple Beth El and Helene Shapiro.

L-r: Marsha Shendell, Stephne Behrend, Sissy Stein and Grecia Gross.

L-r: Helen Berkoff, Ellen Weber (UJF president), Joan Breslow and Ricky Arbron (incoming 
UJF president).

L-r: Dena Kaplan, Stacy Bennett, Gayle Rothman and Sandy Koehler.

Guest speaker Jamie Geller made pasta 
primavera at the Lions of Judah pre-dinner 
reception. L-r: Brenda Piskin and Marsha Colten

L-r: Robin Wexler, Stella Cohen and Tricia 
Hoff

campaign) were treated to a cooking 
demo with Geller prior to the event. 
The auction brought in close to $6,000. 
Those interested in getting involved 

with Women’s Philanthropy are asked 
to contact Rebekah Raz at rebekah@
ujf.org to find out what other programs 
are scheduled for this year.
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practiced hakarat hatov, acknowledging 
the good in their lives and generously 
opened themselves to the experiences 
of the others. I might have been the 
only one who knew everybody upon 
arrival but, 36 hours later, everyone 
had a new community of male friends 
within Temple Sinai. 

Since then, the men have been 
receiving daily omer  intentions 

from the Mussar Institute and we 
are looking forward to the chance 
to come together again as a group. 
Our greatest concern for next year 
is that we are limited to a maximum 
of 18 men, and we know that many 
more than that number would like 
to join us! 

Rabbi Jay TelRav is the spiritual leader 
of Temple Sinai.

At right: A Sunday morning gathering at the Men’s Retreat. Bottom row (l-r): Bruce 
Heller, Jeff Pardo and Marty Newman. Middle row: Andre Aflalo, Marc Friedman, Marc 
Bennett, Dan Scherer, Seth Diamond and Alan Barr. Top row: Todd Palker, Doug Watson, 
Marnin Forman, Rabbi Jay TelRav and Marc Becker.

Visit www.ujf.org, facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamfordÊ

Eishes Chayil – Woman of Valor event 
honoree Nechama Hordiner (center) with 
her mother-in-law, Linda Hordiner (left), 
and her daughter, Chaya Mushka Hordiner 
(right). (Photos by Clive Salmon)

Women of Valor
On May 25, Chabad of Stamford hosted a 
Jewish Women Connected Women’s event 
themed “Eishes Chayil – The Woman of Valor 
– A Celebration of Us.” The idea for the event 
was to showcase women in the community and 
their many talents, from exercise and fitness, 
to artistic talents like painting, hair styling, 
make-up styling and cake decorating. The 
honoree of the event was Nechama Hordiner. 
A panel featuring a doctor, an educator, a 
psychologist, and mom at home expressed 
how they handle being busy women in the 
community and still maintain Jewish values. 
At left: Attendees participated in a workout 
demonstration. Back row (l-r): Wendy Beder, 
Michal Smart and Rachel Maryles. Middle 
row (l-r): Cynthia Marinstein, Donna 
Sweidan, Anna Felix and Shelley Sklar. 
Front row (seated, l-r): Cyndy Goldberg and 
Dallice Lazarus.

Men Continued from page 6
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New Around Town
Jami Shapiro Fener, Program Coordinator – JFS of Stamford

Jami Shapiro Fener, a Stamford native, is now a part-time 
program coordinator with Jewish Family Service of Stamford. 
She is involved with both the Jewish Twenties and Thirties 
and Brain Fitness programs.

Shapiro Fener earned her undergraduate degree at 
Washington University in St. Louis, where she majored 
in psychology with a minor in Hebrew. After graduating, 
she worked on an inpatient psychiatry unit at Cambridge 
Health Alliance in Boston before relocating to Israel 
for a year to participate in the World Union of Jewish 
Students program, where she traveled, volunteered and 
studied Hebrew and Jewish studies. Following her re-
turn, Shapiro Fener obtained her master of social work 
degree at Hunter College. Since then, she has worked in various healthcare 
and nonprofit settings, providing support to hospitalized patients and 
treatment to victims of sexual assault, both in the New York area and Los 
Angeles. Shapiro Fener also has administrative experience as an LCSW 
(licensed clinical social worker), and expertise in program development 
and implementation.

“I am excited to bring new energy and creativity to expand JFS program-
ming and outreach to the community,” said Shapiro Fener. “In addition, I’m 
so happy to be back in Stamford and look forward to settling back into the 
community.”

Jami Shapiro Fener

JCC Welcomes New Leaders
At the Jewish Community Center’s annual 
meeting on May 24, Risa Raich (right) 
was elected to serve as president of the JCC 
Board of Directors. Also elected was Jeannie 
Kriftcher, who will serve as president of The 
Center Women. The meeting, which coincided 
with the JCC’s 100th anniversary, celebrated 
the organization’s lay leadership and served 
as the official start of the agency’s second 
century in Stamford.

Jeannie Kasindorf Receives 
JCC’s Highest Honor
At the Jewish Community Center’s annual 
meeting on May 24, Stamford resident 
Jeannie Kasindorf  (at right) was awarded 
the Hyacinthe and Harold Hoffman 
Humanitarian Award, the Center’s highest 
honor. Each year, the award is given by the 
JCC to the individual who best expresses 
the ideals of service to the community that 
Hyacinthe and Harold Hoffman, longtime 
JCC leaders and distinguished humanitarians 
and philanthropists, exemplified during their 
lifetimes.

Sometimes, You Eat What 
You Learn

Daniel Goldberg, Malkam Sabloff and Ben 
Wallace with edible map of Israel.

What does a fruit assortment ar-
ranged like the Tree of Life, a map 
of Israel made out of brownies and a 
group-made mosaic depicting Jerusa-
lem have in common? They’re all in 
some way related to Judaism, but they 
also represent some of the art projects 
that students across all grades at Temple 
Beth El’s Religious School in Stamford 
have created during the past year.

“We use art to help teach and have 
students express their feelings about 
Torah, Shabbat and holidays, values 
and ritual practice,” says Lisa Gittelman 
Udi, education and youth director at 
the synagogue. “The projects also allow 
students to learn about and appreciate 
Jewish ceremonial and folk art that has 
developed through the centuries.”

Other projects completed by stu-
dents were an emoticon rebus of the 
“Lecha Dodi” prayer, a multi-squared 
chuppah cover with each square hand 
painted with a Jewish symbol, tallit 
making, and a challah menorah for 
Shabbat during Chanukah.

What happens to the artwork? Some 
of it winds up at students’ homes or 
decorating the synagogue. Some of it 
is passed on to brighten the lives of the 
sick and elderly. And, of course, some 
of it is just eaten!

For more information about Temple 

Beth El’s Religious School, contact 
Gittelman Udi at 203-322-6901, ext. 
305, or eddir@tbe.org.

The seventh grade gift to Temple Beth El: a Jerusalem Mosaic.

At right: The Tu B’Shevat 
Top Chef competition.
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Teamwork, sportsmanship and fun were on display as blue and gold teams competed 
throughout the Lag B’Omer Field Day at Carmel Academy. Whether it was capture the 
flag, soccer, relay races, or tug of war, the students were heard cheering each other with a 
tremendous amount of team spirit. There was also a student-led carnival to add to the fun. 
The field day activities were followed by a schoolwide South American-style barbecue and 
chesed activities sponsored the Carmel Academy Parent Association Council. Above, in 
front: Carmel Academy third-graders Spencer Gotel and Ari Freedberg celebrated as their 
team won an event at the school’s Lag B’Omer Field Day.

On May 26, Bi-Cultural Day School students and staff celebrated the holiday of Lag 
B’Omer with the annual Race for Education, a national fund-raising effort open to schools 
nationwide. Co-chairs Meredith Cohen and Judith Jelen and the Parents Association 
organized the event, at which friends and family cheered on students as they ran laps 
around the school field. (The eighth grade class members finishing up their Israel Experience 
trip participated by running near Masada.) Last year, the school was able to fund a large-
scale electronic scoreboard for the gymnasium. This year, Bi-Cultural hopes to renovate the 
physical education facilities with the funds raised through Race for Education.

Bi-Cultural Races for 
Education

Sportsmanship, Chesed 
and Fun at Carmel

boosting self-esteem as a new skill is 
learned, and about overcoming chal-
lenges and fears. Teaching your child 
to swim is actually a mitzvah, and is 
one out of the 613 mitzvot mentioned 
in Gemorah. “

For more information about the 
program, contact Beder at wendy@
stamfordchabad.org.

Gan Yeladim Offers New Summer Swim Program
By Taly Farber

This year, Gan Yeladim Early Child-
hood Center is launching its first sum-
mer swim program. Partnering with 
Darien YMCA, the swim program will 
include swimming for children ages 3-5 
years old, twice a week.

Wendy Beder, Gan Yeladim director 
of admissions, says, “Gan Yeladim had 

been looking for a swim program for 
many years. Parents had asked for a 
swim program and finally this came to 
fruition. Learning to swim is not just 
a fun activity, it’s a life skill necessity. 
We are thrilled that we are now able to 
provide this to our children.”

Logistics and safety precautions 
regarding the number of children 

swimming and the number of instruc-
tors assigned to Gan Yeladim have been 
put into place, and the children will 
be divided according to skill level with 
three different instructors.

Says Gan Yeladim Director Dovid 
Hordiner, “We are very excited to of-
fer this program. Learning to swim is 
not only about swimming, but about 
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By Dora Salm
While some students may just 

dream about having a place like a 
fully-equipped recess room, a student 
center and a rock climbing wall in their 
schools, a group of students at Bi-Cul-
tural Day School recently used their 
math skills to create a set of wish lists, 
taking the first steps toward making 
their dream spaces come to fruition.

The students in middle-school teach-
er Adrianne Robinson’s sixth-grade 
math class recently participated in a 
learning-by-design project as part of 
their math curriculum. In the project, 
students conducted an analysis of pos-
sible ways in which they could improve 
the physical space of the school campus, 
complete with calculating total costs of 
the re-designed space.

The ideas ran the gamut from a 
uniquely-designed recess room com-
plete with space for a study hall and 
game tables, a student center, a new 
bleacher system in the school gymna-
sium for basketball games and school 
assemblies, a musical arts center and 
recording studio, and an outdoor 
arts arena (including space to paint 
and draw landscapes and a potter’s 
wheel). Each proposal included scaled 
blueprints as well as a total cost anal-
ysis accounting for all materials and 
labor. Students were given the task of 
deciding the precise locations of these 
additions. They had the opportunity 
to present their visions and proposals 
to both the Bi-Cultural administrative 
team and the school’s Executive Board 
of Directors. Following the students’ 

Learning by Design

Bi-Cultural sixth-grader Aaron Liebskind presented a feasibility study on a study hall 
addition as part of a learning-by-design math lesson. (Photo by Dora Salm)

presentations, an online survey asked 
their classmates and parents to vote for 
their favorite design.

“I am so proud of our students for 
this project. The students used a wide-
range of incredibly important skills 
throughout the process: creativity, basic 
architecture, research, even determin-
ing how much raw materials and labor 
would cost. Lastly, the students present-
ed their findings to each other and to 
adults in the school, displaying a high 
level of maturity and understanding of 
their concepts,” said Robinson.

Students said they were excited to 
have the opportunity to design their own 
space to improve student life. “During 
the colder months, we are inside most of 
the time and that gets very hard – by the 
end of the day it’s really hard to focus. 
To have a special place where we could 
have recess and also have a place to study 
would be very helpful, and I think that 
a lot of the kids would really appreciate 
it,” said Robert Okun, a sixth-grader who 
participated in the project.

Bi-Cultural’s administrative team 
took the project and the students’ 
proposals to heart after hearing the 
students’ presentations. “The feasibility 
study and the entire project made us 
take a real look on how we could im-
prove the students’ campus experience. 
We hope to take the proposal with the 
most votes and try to make this vision 
become a reality,” said Rachel Haron, 
associate principal of general studies.

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

On May 30 at the Greenwich Hyatt Regency Hotel, more than 500 parents, faculty 
and community members celebrated Bi-Cultural Day School’s 60th anniversary and 
achievements. Hillary and Bob Zitter were the Guests of Honor. Bi-Cultural community 
members also honored were Kori and Bill Meyers (Keter Torah Award), Robyn Winarsky 
(Young Leadership Award), Amiram Soifer (Alumni Award) and Sally Olson (Jane Shoztic 
Memorial Award for Excellence in Teaching). The honorary event co-chairs were Rhoda 
and Avram Freedberg, dinner co-chairs were Meg and Yoav Haron, and journal co-chairs 
were Dani and Avi Kwalwasser, Cheryl Bader-Goldblum and Stephen Goldblum, Liat and 
Benjamin Karsch, and Tara and Richard Shapiro. Above (l-r): Jackie Herman, Mark 
Winarsky, Robyn Winarsky, Bill Meyers, Kori Meyers, Hillary Zitter, Bob Zitter, Louise 
Soifer, Amiram Soifer and Walter Shuchatowitz (“Mr. S”). (Photo by Raema Salmon)

Sixty Years and Counting 
on Each Other at BCDS

In front (l-r): Douglas Herman, Debbie Soifer, Nathaniel Herman, Bob Zitter and Adam 
Zitter danced at the Bi-Cultural Celebration dinner. In background (l-r): Hillary Zitter, 
Sally Olson and Jordana Raich. (Photo by Clive Salmon)

Please support The United Jewish Federation
of Greater Stamford, New Canaan

and Darien Inc. 
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By Julie Lapin
Carmel Academy’s fifth-graders were 

transported to the year 2040 when they 
took part in the Challenger mission at 
the Discovery Museum and Planetari-
um in Bridgeport, where they manned 
a redesigned spaceship and orbited a 
control station for a simulated research 
space mission.

Acting as astronauts aboard a space 
station and scientists manning Mission 
Control, the immersive experience was 
a hands-on culminating field trip for the 
students whose integrated STEM unit 
focused on the moon and aeronautics.

Leading up to the field trip, the stu-
dents learned lab skills surrounding the 
various responsibilities of astronauts 
including chemistry, geology, medical 
testing, navigation and communication 
as it relates to a space mission, said 
Carmel Academy Science Teacher 
Rhonda Ginsberg.

At the museum’s Challenger Learn-
ing Center, the fifth-graders put their 
classroom learning and lab experi-
ence to the test, Ginsberg said. The 
“astronauts” launched a rocket, fixed 
and launched a probe that helped 
determine optimal landing sites on 

Blast Off for Learning 
the moon, tested rock samples to de-
termine the best landing sites for lunar 
resources, tested hazardous materials 
using a robotic arm and maintained 
appropriate conditions on the space-
ship to keep the crew alive.

“I feel like I have a better perspective 
on what it’s like to be part of a space mis-
sion. The whole experience was so cool. 
At one point we only had 30 seconds of 
oxygen left and I had to fix the problem,” 
said fifth-grader Elijah Gilbert.

“Using teamwork and problem solving 
skills, they successfully managed several 
fuel and air quality issues in space. They 
kept their cool during some very stressful 
incidents and came through with flying 
colors for a successful landing on the 
moon. It was a very exciting experience 
for the students,” Ginsberg said.

“The ‘commanders’ acted like we 
were real astronauts and it felt like 
we had a lot of responsibility,” said 
fifth-grader Sophie Citron. “It got me 
really interested in outer space and 
maybe one day being an astronaut.”

“Hands-on, realistic programs like 
these inspire our students to truly love 
science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics,” Ginsberg said. “When 
they can experience how exciting and 
interesting it is to apply what they are 
doing in the classroom to real-life sce-
narios, it encourages them to pursue a 
potential path to these fields – jobs that 
are so needed in this country.”

“I hear from alumni frequently about 
how our STEM programs have started 
them on their path to further STEM 
studies,” Ginsberg continued. “This 
year alone, I’ve heard from five of my 
former students who are entering some 
of the most prestigious engineering 
programs in universities around the 
country. It is truly a testament to the 
foundation they received during their 
earliest years – here at Carmel.”

Carmel Academy is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Carmel Academy fifth grade students Annie Mozer and Sophie Citron worked as a team 
as part of a simulated space research mission at the The Challenger Learning Center.

Carmel Academy fifth-grader Sammy Lax 
performed an experiment at The Challenger 
Learning Center, where he and his classmates 
took part in a simulated space research 
mission as part of a STEM aeronautic unit. 

Shopping at the Shuk

Israel came alive for Carmel Academy’s kindergartners with the re-creation of an Israeli 
shuk. The students made Israeli craft items such as chamsot (charms), mizrachim 
(Jerusalem signs) and tzmeddem (bracelets) to “sell” at their marketplace. They created 
handmade Hebrew signs to wave and sell their goods, which also included some popular 
Israeli foods. Kindergarten parents shopped the shuk, stopping at the “Israeli bank” to 
pick up their shekalim (Israeli money) and get their passport stamped. Sounds of the 
marketplace filled the room as the students hawked their wares in Hebrew. Above: Carmel 
Academy kindergartner Camilla Wisse “sold” charm bracelets at the students’ Israeli shuk.

Carmel Academy kindergartner Aviva Erickson “sold” watermelon at the students’ Israeli shuk.
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– it’s rare that kids and parents can be happy going 
somewhere together.”

At Sacher Park, attendees were able to engage in 
science workshops and explore new technologies with 
their own hands. Science, technology and art tents 
(with narration mostly in English) took participants 
into innovators’ worlds, exploring topics ranging 
from bionics to performing arts to quantum physics.

Tamar Greenberg of Rishon LeZion, a central Is-
raeli city, displayed her work using sewable electronic 
pieces in traditional women’s handcrafts. The sewable 
electronic modules – including a small programmable 
computer called a Lilypad Arduino – can be stitched 
together with conductive thread to create interactive 
garments and accessories. “My mission in life is to 
promote science and technology for girls, combined 
with traditional women’s handcrafts,” Greenberg 
said. “Girls like to make something useful. Through 
sewing and handcrafts, they can learn math, science, 
chemistry and even how to code.” Greenberg’s col-
orful snake squirmed across the table for children 
to touch and feel. It was made through a simple 
computer code and from colorful, recycled plastic 
grocery bags as well as Lilypad computer pieces.

The Israeli Google Lunar X Prize team had a tent at 
the Geek Picnic to display their work toward landing 
the first Israeli spacecraft on the moon. At another 
booth, Mor Yahav explained the art of 3D printing. 
“You pour the mixture into a cup that is positioned 
above the printer,” he said while an edible printed 

The robotic dragon at Jerusalem’s Geek Picnic. (Photo by 
Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman)

At right: Tamar 
Greenberg displayed 
her mechanical 
snake at Jerusalem’s 
Geek Picnic. (Photo 
by Maayan Jaffe-
Hoffman)

At Jerusalem’s Geek Picnic, children experienced the closest 
thing to walking on water – walking across this shallow 
pond made of corn starch and water. (Photo by Maayan 
Jaffe-Hoffman)

At Jerusalem’s Geek Picnic, 3D printing was on display.
(Photo by Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman)

Science Continued from page 1

pancake slowly appeared. “An internal pump flows 
the mixture down from the cup into the syringe and 
the syringe draws the design. It is being made in a 
pan. The pan is hot, so the pancake cooks while it is 
being made.” Does it work for anything? Anything 
that can be made out of batter, Yahav responded 
with a sheepish grin.

Nearby, a similar booth manned by distributors 
from 3D Printing Center Israel had staffers creating 
3D-printed plastic prototypes. Keter, a market lead-
er in plastic home and outdoor storage solutions, 
purchased one of the machines, according to booth 
personnel. Keter uses the machine to create proto-
types before mass production. Whereas in the past 
it would take days or months and significant funds 
to make a prototype, with plastic printing materials 
cost around 100 NIS ($26.75) per kilogram and the 
machine costs about 60 NIS ($13.40) per hour to 
work. It takes only about five hours from the time the 
design is inputted until the prototype is complete.

For Rivky Braun and her children, who were 
visiting Israel from Brooklyn, the highlight exhibit 
was the “Hand of Man” machine, which allowed 
selected onlookers to crush cars like soda cans. The 
Hand of Man is an interactive sculpture comprised 
of a 26-foot-long hydraulically actuated human hand 
and forearm, which is capable of picking up and 
crushing cars, and a “glove” device that controls it. 
Any movement by the person controlling the glove 

is reproduced by the large robotic hand.
Other child attendees of the Geek Picnic found 

favor in the non-Newtonian fluid display, where 
they could walk across a shallow pond made of corn 
starch and water. The mixture became more viscous 
(thicker) when force was applied – meaning that 
when children ran, their feet stayed on top of the 
mixture. When they simply put their hands inside 
the fluid, they could slide them through as easily as 
if it were pure water.

The Geek Picnic also included drone racing, a 
gaming zone with some unavailable-to-the-public 
activities, science experiments and car-style missiles.

“The whole idea is to do and touch and feel and 
participate,” said 2BVibes Productions’s Wurtman, 
whose spokesman noted that about 40,000 people 
attended the three-day event. “We took the licensing 
for 10 years. I am hoping this will become a landmark 
event in Israel.”

Adult Volunteer Opportunities
CHABAD STAMFORD
Betsy’s Buddies Volunteers
Weekly or bi-monthly commitments available. Betsy’s 
Buddies is a program looking to facilitate one-on-one 
visitations between volunteers and homebound members 
in the community. Weekly or bi-monthly commitments 
available and a great opportunity for retirees and families. For 
more information, contact programs@chabadstamford.org. 

Loaves of Love Deliveries
Every Friday after 10 am.  Help distribute Loaves of Love 
packages to new neighbors, friends, new moms, the sick 
and ANYONE who could use a “Taste of Shabbat.” For more 
information, contact programs@chabadstamford.org.

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
Adult Circle Program
Sundays from 1-4 pm at The Friendship Circle Center. 
Serving adults with a full range of physical, mental and 
cognitive needs through one-on-one friendships and 
social opportunities with other adults in our communi-
ty. Opportunities year will include life skills trips, social 
gathering, a vocational readiness program and commu-
nity integration employment. For more information, 
contact Sarah@friendshipct.com. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER (JCC or The J)
Kosher Lunch Program for Seniors. Help set up and serve 
HOT Kosher lunch to seniors. Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 
at the JCC. For more information or reservation: Connie Cirillo 
Freeman at 203-487-0983 or cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org.

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE (JFS)
Drivers needed to deliver food from the Kosher Food Pantry 
to individuals in the community. For information: Rebekah 
Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
FAIRFIELD COUNTY (JHS)
Harry Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library at the JCC. Cover 
2-hour slot (or more) once a week. You’ll be trained on the 
computer system and the arrangement of books in the 
library. Call 203-487-0957.

The Archives at the Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield 
County - Help protect the pieces of our Jewish history. Do 
you enjoy finding out about our region’s early Jewish set-
tlers? Do you want to help Jewish organizations retain their 
history and documents? Call 203-359-2196.

UJF’s READING PARTNERS
Read one-on-one with Stamford public school children. 
One hour a week, mornings or afternoons. 12 elementary 
schools and 2 community centers. Training, literacy, focused 
workshops and support network provided. Contact Marlyn 
Agatstein 203-321-1373 x115 or Readingpartners@ujf.org.
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By Cantor Marcia Lane
For the second year, the Kurian-

sky Teen Tzedakah Corps has raised 
and donated funds to local charities. 
The KTTC is a year-long exploration 
of philanthropy, Jewish values and 
not-for-profit organizations. The 
participating teens study Jewish texts 
on giving, examine the mission state-
ments of different groups, compare 
their own personal attitudes toward 
philanthropy with each other, and 
come to a consensus about what to 
do with the funds they raise.

The program is funded by the Louis 
J. Kuriansky Family Foundation, and 
seeks to impart the values of giving in a 
select group of 10th-, 11th- and 12th-grad-
ers. The participants meet monthly to 
look at various models of philanthropic 

The Power of Teen 
Philanthropy

The members of the 2015-2016 Kuriansky Teen Tzedakah Corps sold snacks at their 
movie fund-raiser. L-r: Gedalia Koehler, Eli Pinker, Naomi Fogel, Tamar Cohen, Elizabeth 
Shavrick, Judy Fogel and Dayne Katz. (Not pictured: Gaby Baum, Gabriella Lieberman 
and Talia Shapiro.)

giving, and to engage in exercises and 
discussions aimed at gaining greater 
understanding of Jewish charitable 
organizations and the obligation to 
give tzedakah.

This year, the group elected to give 
donations to two local groups – Back 
To School Shop and Inspirica – and 
one international organization, Amer-
ican Jewish World Service. Back To 
School Shop provides new clothes 
and school supplies to needy children 
in Stamford. Inspirica is a multi-ser-
vice organization providing shelter, 
job training, support services and 
transition to permanent housing for 
homeless women and children. The 
group also chose to make a donation 
to AJWS in recognition of its work to 
end global poverty.

Super Yummy Pizza Parties 
at BCDS
Super Sunday Tzedakah Coin Challenge 
Winners

Students in Sally Olson’s first grade 
and Tricia Hoff’s fourth grade classes 
enjoyed pizza parties at Bi-Cultural Day 
School to celebrate raising the most 
money for the Super Sunday Tzedakah 
Coin Challenge. Hundreds of children 
spent the month prior to Super Sunday 
raising tzedakah money for the Jewish 
community both locally and around the 

world. The money is counted at Super 
Sunday, and the class which raises the 
most wins a pizza party sponsored by 
United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien. 
Thousands of dollars are raised annually 
through this program, which teaches 
that even the youngest in the commu-
nity can help support those in need.

Sally Olson’s first grade class

Tricia Hoff’s fourth grade class

July/August 2016

SUPPORT FOR THOSE IN NEED

Parent Education Program (PEP)
State-mandated workshop for divorcing parents with children at JFS Stamford.  Fee is $125 
per person. Call for dates and to register at 203-324-3167.  

JFS Focus on K.I.D.S. 
For divorced or separated parents experiencing high conflict around parenting decisions. 
Teaches both parents strategies for communicating in a non-hostile manner.  For more 
information, contact Erika Garcia at 203-921-4161 or erikag@ctjfs.org.

JFS New Beginnings
Mondays from 7-8pm. Support group for separated or divorced at Westport JFS office, 431 Post 
Road East, Suite 11. To register, contact Nadja Streiter at
nstreiter@ctjfs.org.

DIVORCE & BEREAVEMENT

JFS Brain Fitness Pilot Program
Working with clients to improve brain function while aging in the client’s home. Contact 
Jami Shapiro Fenerat 203-921-4161 or jfener@ctjfs.org.

JFS Kosher Food Pantry and Winter Coat Collection
Non-perishable staples for those in need. Donations welcomed. Over the summer, JFS will 
be collecting clean, new and gently used adult and children’s coats. Please contact Rebekah 
Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org to arrange drop-off. For more infor-
mation, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

Let’s Talk
Thursdays at 11am.  Free at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Avenue.  Seniors talk about common in-
terests and concerns. Contact Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-487-0983 or cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org

SUPPORT

CARING FOR SENIORS
JFS Home Companion 
A program placing fully trained and vetted home companions and CNAs matched to the needs 
and specific circumstances of senior clients. Trained aides assist seniors with daily activities, 
chores, and socialization. Certified Nursing Assistants can provide personal care, toileting, and 
medication management. Services are provided hourly, daily or up to 24/7 at competitive rates. 
Full supervision by professional JFS staff. For more information contact Isrella Knopf, Director of 
Senior Services at JFS at 203-921-4161 or email at isrellak@ctjfs.org.

JFS Residential Cleaning
Employ professionally trained individuals to clean your home and at the same time help 
support Jewish Family Service. Rates lower or competitive than other service providers.  For 
more information, contact Jodi Maxner at 203-921-4161 or residentialcleaning@ctjfs.org. 

SNAP Enrollment Workshops
For seniors. JFS will be providing information and screening for eligibility for the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP-formerly food stamps). Workshops will begin Febru-
ary 10th at 2:30 pm and second Wednesday every month in the Stamford office (733 Summer 
Street,6th Floor), For additional information or to register, please contact Rebekah Kanefsky, 
JFS Case Manager at 203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

COUNSELING, MEDIATION & CRISIS
JFS For Children/ Adolescents Diagnosed With ADD/ADHD
Wednesday afternoons. Finding Your Focus with Dr. Lee Combrinck-Graham MD.  Service 
includes psychiatric evaluation, review of previous evaluations, family assessment, on-going 
support, and medication management. Qualifies for insurance reimbursement. For more 
information, contact Eve Moskowitz at 203-921-4161 or emoskowitz@ctjfs.org. 

JFS College Counseling 
Need help navigating the college admission and application process? Qualified, experienced 
assistance provided by Claire D. Friedlander, JFS College Consultant. Competitive fees. For 
more information, contact Claire Friedlander at 203-921-4161 or clairef@ctjfs.org. 

JFS Counseling
Qualified, licensed professionals provide counseling and psychotherapy to individuals, 
children, adolescents, families, couples and groups. For emotional support while 
unemployed, see Life Transitions below. Affordable fees, based on income; no one is “turned 
away”. Insurance accepted. For more information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

JFS Individuals / Families in Crisis
Comprehensive services. Assistance with basic necessities, housing, medical, social, legal and 
financial matters. Fees based on ability to pay. For more information, contact: Rebekah Kanefsky 
at 203- 921-4161 #128 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org. 

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING
JFS Computer Training Courses
Variety of courses - all levels, individuals or small groups. Nominal fee.  For more
information, contact Ilene Locker at 203-921-4161 or iklocker@ctjfs.org. 

JFS Life Transitions 
Wednesdays at 3:00 pm. Support group for the unemployed at the Stamford JFS office, 733
Summer Street, 6th Floor. For schedule, contact Nadja Streiter at nstreiter@ctjfs.org at 203-921-4161

JFS Seniors2Work 
Job Bank for age 50+. Lower Fairfield employers can list full / part time jobs for dedicated, 
skilled mature workers. No fees.  For more information, contact Ilene Locker or Jodi Maxner 
at 203-921-4161 or www.seniors2work.org

JFS Blended Families Workshops
Thursdays, July 7th and August 4th, 7:00-8:00 pm at Stamford JFS office. A series of evening 
workshops, co-sponsored by BCDS and co-facilitated by Eve Moskowitz, Rebekah Kanefsky 
and Bob Abrams, Jewish Educator and patriarch of a successfully blended family. The work-
shops will focus on “blended families”, making co-parenting, step-parenting and parenting 
alone work for families. Free to the community. Light refreshments served. RSVP required at 
203-921-4161 or email emoskowitz@ctjfs.org

SPECIAL EVENTS
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The New Jewish Voice

Why I Care…
“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment 
before starting to improve the world.” – Anne Frank

By Richie Greenbaum
My journey with the Friendship Cir-

cle began in seventh grade as I started 
preparing for my bar mitzvah. Learning 
the Torah portion and prayers was a 
breeze after many years at Bi-Cultural 
Day School, but choosing a good bar 
mitzvah project was another story.

After much thought, I approached 
Malya Shmotkin, the director of the 
local Friendship Circle, and asked if I 
could teach guitar to the sibling of a 
special needs child. I was paired with 
Zach Radin, a boy in the grade below 
me at BCDS, and we got straight to 
work. String by string, we went over 
the basic notes and chords together.

After just a few months, my relation-
ship with Zach changed enormously. 
Music quickly became his passion; he 
spent countless hours practicing each 
day. I soon found our sessions starting 
off with “So Richie, what song should I 
teach you today?” More importantly, I 
found myself growing closer with Zach 
each time we met, viewing him as a friend 
instead of a student or chesed project.

Our jam sessions began to extend 
long past their initial one-hour meet-
ing, and we often met multiple times a 
week to spend more time together. Six 
years later, Zach’s wall is covered with 
guitars as well as the bass my family 
got him for his bar mitzvah (which he 
taught himself to play, along with the 
drums) and we remain closer friends 
than ever. 

As I prepared to enter high school 
and become a full-fledged volunteer, 
it came as no surprise that I was paired 
with Zach’s older brother, Daniel. 
My Sunday mornings were spent at 
Chabad with Dan painting pictures 
in art, meeting exciting animals in 
the Critter Caravan, running through 
obstacles in gym and doing all sorts of 
fun activities together. I soon formed 
a strong connection with Dan as well, 
and I looked forward to being greeted 
each week with a hi-five and an en-
thusiastic “Hi Richie” in his adorable 

Reflections of a Friendship 
Circle VolunteerFocus on: Jill Kaplan and Robin 

Madan
By Jane Levine

Jill Kaplan and her husband Mitchell 
have lived in Stamford for 15 years. They 
have two children, Jaye and Ethan. Robin 
Madan and her husband, Jim, and their 
son, Benjamin, also live in Stamford.

Here’s why they care.
Q. Describe your current and past 

involvement with UJF and how long 
you have been involved.

Jill: I have been involved with UJF 
Stamford for at least eight years, but 
probably more. I have co-chaired 
two Super Sunday events, have been 
on the women’s philanthropy board 
for just over two years and, before I 
moved to Stamford, was involved with 
UJF Boston.

Robin: I have been involved with 
UJF Stamford for approximately six 
years and have been on the Women’s 
Philanthropy Board for four years.

Q. You both currently chair the UJF 
program, 3 SQUARE. Describe the 3 
SQUARE program, why it is so import-
ant and how it got started.

R &J. 3 SQUARE was developed two 
years ago at a UJF Women’s Philanthro-
py meeting. Participants make a differ-
ence in our community by assembling 
and delivering bags of supplemental 
nutrition to elementary school-aged 
students who are not getting “three 
square meals” a day outside of school. 

These students have been identified 

as “at-risk” by their school social work-
er(s). They are on the school subsidized 
meal program for breakfast and lunch 
daily. On the weekends, however, they 
are not getting enough to eat. 

Another Women’s Philanthropy 
board member, Nan Gordon, a school 
social worker at Rogers International 
School, helped us get our foot in the 
door. This introduction helped our 
project become a reality. We did some 
fundraising and created release forms 
for parents to sign. We then submitted 
an application for permission to shop 
at the Fairfield County Food Bank in 
Glenbrook. Once our paperwork was 
approved, we were able to provide a vari-
ety of different shelf-stable, kid-friendly 
foods for very little cost. 

The food 3 SQUARE sends home 
requires almost no preparation, is in 
easy child-safe packaging, and helps stu-
dents make it through the weekend with 
full stomachs. A typical bag includes an 
applesauce cup, box of macaroni and 
cheese, peanut butter and bread, cans 
of vegetables, granola and protein bars, 
and a cookie or sweet snack as a treat.

Once a week, we drop off full grocery 
bags to the school social worker. Each 
child brings his or her backpack to the 
office before the end of the week. The 
social worker discreetly tucks the bag 
of food provided by 3 SQUARE into 
the backpacks. We do not know who 
the recipients are, and no one but the 
school social worker knows that these 
students are bringing home food. Usu-
ally, extra food will be provided, since 
many of these children have siblings or 
other family members who are hungry.

Q. Why is it important for you to 
give back in this way?

R &J. We agreed to chair this pro-
gram because we learned that one in 
five children in Fairfield County goes 
hungry on the weekends. Statistics show 
that children who are malnourished 
have difficulty focusing and staying on 
task. Malnutrition affects children in 
many ways and can have lasting effects 
on their lifelong health. And the feed-
back we have gotten from the school 
social worker has been very positive. 
It is nice to know that we are able to 
help these children and families who 
are a part of the Stamford community.

Q. How can others get involved?
R &J. There’s something for every-

one to do, and people of all ages can 
participate – run a food drive, shop 
for 3 SQUARE at the food bank or at 
local grocery stores and even Costco. 
People can volunteer to bag food 
with us at United Jewish Federation 
on Thursdays, volunteer to deliver 
the food to Rogers school, assist in 
coordinating our volunteers. There 

Jill Kaplan and Rachel Dayan received 
the UJF 2015 Volunteer of the Year Award. 
(Photo by Marilyn Roos) high-pitched voice.

In sophomore year, I began going 
to the Radin’s house on Sunday af-
ternoons as well, with my friend Ian 
Handler to spend additional time 
with Dan. We enjoyed solving puzzles, 
playing bingo, and making gingerbread 
houses together. We have been sharing 
our Sunday afternoons with each other 
ever since. 

Looking back, I can hardly believe 
how much I have gained from my 
time with the Friendship Circle. Zach 
and Dan have become two of my best 
friends, and our families have grown 
very close as well. Ian and I both agree 
that there is no Sunday afternoon 
more fun or rewarding than one spent 
at the Radin’s home doing just about 
anything. More importantly, spending 
time with Dan has made me a more 
compassionate person, showing me 
that special needs children are really 
no different from anyone else. Dan 
enjoys playing his favorite games, greets 
everyone he meets with a warm smile 
and loves spending time with his friends 
almost as much as we love spending 
time with him. I will miss him when 
I go to college next year, but I know 
that our friendship is one that will last 
a lifetime.

Richie Greenbaum graduated from 
Westhill High School in June and will attend 
Cornell University in the fall.

Richie Greenbaum (right) with his special 
friend, Daniel Radin (left).

By Julie Lapin
Most people who have tasted Talenti 

gelato agree that it is delicious, but for 
Carmel Academy’s third-graders the icy 
treat has become part of their classroom 
culture – all in the name of learning.

What began as a fun way to practice 
math and science skills turned out to 
be a lesson that the students will likely 
never forget. At the beginning of the 
school year, Carmel Academy’s third 
grade teachers used the gelato as part 
of a “munchable math” lesson – a math 
manipulative method created by third 
grade teacher Hilary Machlis.

“At the end of every unit in math, 
after we have learned the skills and 
the vocabulary, we plan an activity that 
uses food as a manipulative to problem 
solve. We have used cereal for graphing, 
clementines for multiplying, Twizzlers 
for patterning, caramels for cubic units 
and marshmallows for geometry,” 
Machlis said.

In this case, the students taste tested 
four different gelato flavors, she said. 
They then used the Talenti container 
caps to create pictographs as the stu-
dents voted on their favorite flavor. 

Soon, the use of the Talenti gelato 
containers took a life of its own as the 
students’ parents began buying the 

Ice Cream Surprise! 
treat and sending in empty containers, 
which were used for science experi-
ments, to collect tzedakah money and 
even to plant Mother’s Day flowers, said 
third grade teacher Robin Shainberg.

“In third grade, we strive to bring 
real life into the classroom,” she said. 
“Talenti inspired us, between its mul-
tiple flavors, practical containers and 
the fact the children love ice cream. It 
became a common theme and great 
basis for learning.”

The students practiced their busi-
ness writing skills by each crafting a 
letter to the company founder, Josh 
Hochschuler, telling him about their 
learning activities using Talenti con-
tainers and offering some suggestions 
for new flavors.

The response not only surprised the 
students, but the teachers as well. “Our 
fingers were crossed that we would get 
a response, but we never expected the 
response we got,” Shainberg said.

Hochshculer sent the students a 
video message commending them for 
their hard work, well-written letters and 
their creative gelato flavor suggestions. 
At the end of the video, he announced 
that he was sending the students a 
surprise – 56 pints of Talenti gelato!

See “Surprise” on page 19See “Care” on page 19
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“We never expected him to write 
back or send a video,” said third-grader 
Lyla Dynner. “We thought he was going 
to be too busy.”

“We were amazed,” added classmate 
Yishai Orbach, who said he and his class-
mates jumped up and down cheering 
when the gelato was brought into the 
classrooms.

But the students added that before 
they could dig into the sweet treat, 
there was plenty of learning to be 

Carmel Academy third-graders Mica Farstrup, Rebecca Lax and Abby Malkin performed a 
taste test of Talenti gelato as part of a math lesson. The students’ year-long use of Talenti 
gelato and their containers for science, math and tzedakah projects earned them a big 
surprise by the company’s founder.

done surrounding the large ice cream 
delivery – such as solving a variety of 
liquid measurements problems and 
writing math equations about the seven 
different flavors they received.

“As always, before we could munch, 
we had to do tons of math first,” said 
Jacob Madof. “That’s why we call it 
Munchable Math!”

Carmel Academy is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Surprise Continued from page 18

Israeli Scientific News
By JNS.org staff

Israeli company creates antibacterial fabric
The Israeli company Nano Textile has invented a technology capable of 

making any fabric capable of killing bacteria. The technology prevents bacteria 
growth on natural and synthetic fibers, which helps prevent the spread of infec-
tions acquired in hospitals and reduces cross-contamination between medical 
staff and patients. Developed by Prof. Aharon Gedanken from the Department 
of Chemistry at Bar Ilan University in Israel and funded by about $17 million 
from the European Union’s FP7 program, the technology works by embedding 
zinc-oxide (ZnO) nanoparticles into the fabric. ZnO, which has antibacterial 
properties, is even capable of eradicating antibiotic resistant bacteria such as 
MRSA. ZnO particles are created inside a solution and transferred onto the 
fabric through a chemical reaction. The process is cost-effective because it 
changes the fabric’s appearance and still allows the fabric to withstand up to 
65 wash cycles at 92 degrees Celsius, and up to 100 wash cycles at 75 degrees 
Celsius —much higher standards than what are required in medical facilities. 
Patented in both the U.S. and Israel, the technology is still awaiting approval 
in Asia and Europe. The process of making the fabric is outlined in a new 
article published in the scientific journal Cellulose. “The main advantages 
of the technology is that it can apply anti-bacterial properties to any kind of 
ready-made fabric, the treatment does not at all alter the fabric’s color, and 
the entire process is extremely cost-effective,” said Prof. Aharon Gedanken, 
the Israeli business news outlet Globes reported. “In a hospital setting, for ex-
ample, our technology can be used for inserting anti-bacterial characteristics 
to staff uniforms, patients’ pajamas, linen, blankets, and curtains, in order to 
significantly reduce morbidity and mortality and in parallel reduce hospital-
ization costs.”  “After establishing proof-of-concept, we are now in the process 
of raising the necessary capital to begin operations. The potential for our 
antibacterial fabric technology reaches far beyond medical applications, as it 
is relevant to a variety of industries such as airplanes, trains and luxury cars in 
the transportation industry; babywear, sports clothing and undergarments in 
the clothing industry, restaurants and hotels in the entertainment and tourist 
industries,” said Nano Textile President Lilac Mandeles.

Growing Chinese interest in Israeli technology spurs 
investment summit

Tel Aviv will host the “INNONATION: China-Israel Investment Summit” from 
Sept. 24-26, following the success of a similar summit held in January 2016 in 
Beijing. The joint Israeli-Chinese conference is supported by both nations’ 
governments. It will be held at the David Intercontinental Hotel in Tel Aviv and 
will host more than 1,000 Chinese investors and strategic partners, as well as 
500 Israeli high-tech companies and entrepreneurs from a variety of fields such 
as agriculture, clean technology, mobile and Web, smart cities, and medicine. 
The INNONATION summit is a joint initiative of Israel’s Ministry of Economy 
and the Infinity Group, and has already secured the participation of more than 
40 investors from Chinese investment funds, according to the Israeli business 
news outlet Globes. 

truly is something for everyone. This 
program does not take more than 
three hours per week. On average we 
provide 450 meals a week to the chil-

Care Continued from page 18

dren enrolled in this year’s 3 SQUARE 
program. Donors to 3 SQUARE can 
sponsor a child for the whole school 
year for $200. 
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