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Holocaust Remembrance Day
On Yom Hashoah, the evening of May 4, more than 
300 members of the Greater Stamford Jewish community 
gathered at Temple Sinai to commemorate the Holocaust.
Yom Hashoah Event Chair Barbara Webski (center), stood 
with survivors Harry Weinroth, Sara Aldouby, Esther 
Wexler and Guta Fischel after lighting the memorial 
candles. One candle was lit in honor and memory of 
Anita Schorr, who passed away on April 7, 2016.
See page 8 for more photos.

By Charlesanna Ecker
The Back to School Shop, the local 

organization that provides brand new 
school clothing and supplies to disad-
vantaged elementary school children in 
Stamford, is gearing up for its second 
annual event on Sunday, July 31, at 
Davenport Ridge Elementary School. 
The program, founded last year by two 
members of the UJF community, Meryl 
Japha and Jane Levene, creates a one-
day “pop-up store” so that children can 
have the experience of choosing their 
own new items for school at no cost to 
them. More than 50 percent of the stu-
dents in Stamford are considered eco-
nomically disadvantaged and are often 
stigmatized and made to feel excluded. 
“We believe that if these children can 
choose their own new, well-fitting school 
clothes, sneakers, coats, backpacks and 
other items, it will help to increase the 
confidence they need for a successful 
school year,” explained Japha.

Back to School Shop
Gearing Up For Year Two!

Children participating in the Back 
to School shop event are chosen by 
social workers in the Stamford Public 
Schools from among those families 
most in need. When they arrive at the 
event they are introduced to a volunteer 

A customer and his personal shopper search 
for the perfect shirt. (Names withheld on 
request.) (Photo by Beth Peters)

By James A. Cohen
In 2014, United Jewish Federation 

of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien launched the first phase of a 
community Legacy Initiative. Designed 
for the use of all Jewish organizations 
in town, the Initiative included the cre-
ation of marketing materials as well as 
workshops to help institutions increase 
their ability to establish and maintain 
planned giving programs. Grecia and 
Ronald (z”l) Gross made the first legacy 
gift, of $1 million, under the auspices of 
the program. Following the success of 
this first phase, UJF recently announced 
the next phase of the program, as well 
as its new name.

The Dr. Noel N. Kriftcher Legacy 
Initiative will continue to encourage 
charitable giving as an essential ele-
ment of estate planning. Additionally, 
the Initiative’s programs will be de-

Making Legacy a Reality:
UJF Launches the Dr. Noel N. Kriftcher 
Legacy Initiative

signed to educate and inspire donors 
as to the enduring impact of their 
legacy gifts, while providing practical 
information on tax-advantaged giving 

Brian Kriftcher with his father, Dr. Noel 
N. Kriftcher, z”l, at the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem

See “Legacy” on page 4

Meet Five Israeli Companies Driving Disability Tech
By Ben Sales

TEL AVIV (JTA) – After a missile 
strike during the 1973 Yom Kippur War 
left Omer Zur’s father paralyzed from 
the chest down, his dad vowed to con-
tinue life as normal. But there was one 
Israeli pastime he couldn’t enjoy: hiking.

“He’d say, ‘I’ll go in the car and 
meet you on the other side,’” said Zur, 
a certified Israeli tour guide. “I said, 
‘Why can’t he do this with us?’”

In 2008, Zur decided that he and his 
wheelchair-user father would complete 
a 300-mile trek in southern Turkey. 
With the help of dozens of friends 

who joined them on segments of the 
hike, Zur and his father were able to 
complete the trail, sleep in tents and 
cook meals over an open fire.

The hike sparked Paratrek, a start-
up Zur founded in 2014 that aims to 
make hiking accessible to people with 
paraplegia by outfitting wheelchairs 
with accessories that enable them to 
travel over rough terrain.

The company is one of several startups 
focused on improving the lives of the 
nearly one million Israelis with disabilities.

A3I, a startup accelerator run by 
PresenTense that fosters social entre-

preneurship, is housed at Beit Issie 
Shapiro, an Israeli advocacy organi-
zation for people with disabilities and 
backed by the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Los Angeles. It has helped 
launch 22 disability projects in the 
past two years. Tikkun Olam Makers, 
a three-day competition where tech 
entrepreneurs design projects for peo-
ple with disabilities, had three events 
in Israel in 2014 and 2015.

“We very much think one of the 
missing approaches in the world of 
disability is the entrepreneurial ap-
proach,” said Shira Ruderman, director 

of the Ruderman Family Foundation, 
which supports A3I. “We wanted to 
work with organizations that are not 
disability oriented.”

Here are five Israeli companies helped 
by A3I that are making the world more 
accessible to people with disabilities.
Paratrek

Zur and his co-founder, Ziv De-
meter, saw no reason why people in 
wheelchairs should not enjoy a hike. 
So they outfitted a chair with oversize 
wheels, mountain bike-style tires and a 
wide rod in back for easier pushing. A 

See “Tech” on page 17
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Ellen Weber, 
UJF president

President’s Message

CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES

May 27 .............7:59 pm
June 3 ...............8:04 pm
June 10 .............8:08 pm
June 11 .....after 9:17 pm
June 12 .....after 9:18 pm
June 17 ............. 8:11 pm
June 24 .............8:13 pm
July 1 ................8:12 pm
July 8 ................8:10 pm
July 15 ..............8:07 pm
July 22 ..............8:02 pm
July 29 ..............7:55 pm

In my November message, 
I shared some thoughts about 
local and overseas missions 
and how they can “change 
one’s life.” Featured were 
two community members 
who are frequent mission 
participants, Linda Spilka 
and our current UJF Wom-
en’s Philanthropy president, 
Rachel Dayan. 

Since then, as part of 
the Southern New England 
Consortium (or SNEC) – of which our 
Federation is a member – I had the 
great opportunity to participate in the 
Partnership2Gether at 20 mission to 
Israel, along with 100 others from 25 
federations. The Partnership, under 
Jewish Agency For Israel, is a “Peo-
plehood Platform, creating enduring 
and meaningful partnerships between 
global Jewish communities and com-
munities in Israel.” 

While I was in Israel with the Part-
nership, Linda was attending the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee’s trip to Morocco, and Ra-

Mission Possible: Take Two!
chel was participating in the 
Jewish Federation of North 
America’s National Young 
Leadership Cabinet mission 
to Berlin and Israel.

Each of us have had our 
lives enhanced by these ex-
periences, which have given 
us opportunities to see – 
firsthand – how Federation’s 
dollars are used and how we 
are helping to improve lives 
throughout the world.

Prior to the Partnership celebration, 
the SNEC group spent a day visiting 
our sister-city, Afula, in Israel’s Gilboa 
region. Our first stop was at the “Women 
for Women” Center where they provide 
support to victims of sexual violence, for 
both Jews and Arabs, and prevention 
education. SNEC was the first Ameri-
can supporter of the Center and our 
support continues today. 

At Emek Medical Center, we 
learned how they use medical clowns 
to help reduce patient stress, anxiety 
and fear. Our day continued at the 
WIZO Afula Community Centre, 
which hosts the Olive Tree Project, 
an example of how art can inspire 
peaceful co-existence. The women 
participating in the project – both Jew-
ish residents of Afula and Arab women 
from surrounding villages – began as 
strangers and, with time, have become 
good friends. A highlight of our day in 
Afula was when Mayor Yitzhak Meron 
attended our luncheon as a tribute 
to the importance of our partnership 
to his community.

The Partnership2Gether celebra-
tion took us to many areas of Israel 
where we were inspired by the work of 
other federations as well. And during 
that time, Linda was witnessing the 
impact of our partner agency, JDC, 
in Morocco.

“We were fortunate to have been able 
to visit with some of the Jewish senior 

citizens JDC supports,” she said, “ and 
learn that JDC subsidizes the cost of 
medicine, and provides medical and 
social services to the elderly. It also 
supports Jewish elementary education 
and a secular school for Jewish and 
Muslim teens.”

Rachel spent three days in Berlin 
visiting many Holocaust-related histor-
ical sights: “In the 1930s and ‘40s when 
the Jewish community in Berlin truly 
needed help from American Jewry, we 
did not provide adequately. With our 
help, after the war, however, the Jew-
ish community was rebuilt and now is 
booming. That’s what Federation does. 
We help rebuild and maintain Jewish 
communities and Jewish life around 
the world.”

See how our Federation supports 
our overseas partners by reviewing the 
2015 UJF Israel and Overseas Allocation 
financial statement in the centerfold of 
this issue. Please know that your dollars 
have tremendous impact on many lives. 

Recognition Plaque of “Women for Women” 
Center

The goal of UJF, with your help, is to 
provide even more financial support to 
both our local and overseas communi-
ties. Help us meet that goal by giving 
to the 2016 Better Together Annual 
Campaign. If you have already given, 
thank you. If you have not, please join 
us in making 2016 a year to remember.

All the best,
Ellen

Some members of the Southern New England Consortium delegation stood in front of 
Afula’s “Women for Women” Center.L-r: Adi Dado, operations coordinator, Jewish Agency 
For Israel; Ellen Weber, president of UJF of Stamford, New Canaan and Darien; Judy 
Yuda, director of partnerships, JAFI; Jerry Fischer, CEO, Jewish Federation of Eastern 
Connecticut; Nancy Mimoun, past president of UJF and SNEC; Stuart Schwartzman, 
member of JFEC; Hila Karen, resource development director of the Haifa Rape and Crisis 
Center; Sari Bru, outreach and support coordinator for the Valley Rape Crisis Center in 
Afula; and Shani Aloni, executive director of HRCC.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Deadlines for 
articles

The deadlines for the next three issues of The 
New Jewish Voice are:
Tuesday, May 31 ............................... July/August
Monday, July 25 .................................. September
Monday, August 29 ................................ October

Send New Jewish Voice article submissions to 
Sandy Golove at sandy@ujf.org marked “Stamford 
Voice” in the subject line. Expect an acknowledge-
ment; please re-send if you do not receive one.

By Rebekah Kanefsky
When the familiar crisp air of fall starts to move 

in, people start looking for their favorite jacket in 
the back of the closet to keep warm. However, some 
local families are not so lucky. Jewish Family Service is 
asking as people clean out their closets now to make 
way for summer clothes, why not donate those gently 
used winter coats?

Jewish Family Service’s coat drive is being con-
ducted through the summer months – June, July 
and August – to be able to provide their clients with 
adult and children’s winter coats and jackets, that 
are clean, new or gently used, and in good condition. 

JFS looks at its clients’ needs in order to provide the 
basic necessities of life. Food, shelter and clothing are 
necessities. With that in mind, JFS will begin collecting 
items now in order to be better prepared when the 
need is highest – during the cold weather months.

In addition to food and winter outerwear, JFS 
also offers an array of emergency needs through its 
Kosher Food Pantry. Clients can receive assistance 
with prescriptions, toiletries, gift cards such as gas, 
grocery, pharmacy and/or clothing stores, and en-
ergy assistance. When a client has a specific need 

By Luisa Viladas
Ten years ago, when the Jewish Community Center 

of Stamford hosted the JCC Maccabi Games for the 
first time, the community opened its homes to 1,000 
visiting athletes from around the US, Israel, Poland, 
Great Britain and South America. When Stamford 
hosts the JCC Maccabi Games and ArtsFest this year 
from August 7-12, the community will welcome an 
unprecedented number of Jewish teens – some 1,500 
in all – to visit lower Fairfield County.

“This number is not only unprecedented, it is 
unpredicted, due to increased interest this year,” said 
Jeannie Kriftcher, co-chair of the 2016 JCC Maccabi 
Games and ArtsFest. “My family hosted teens from 
Israel in 2006, and I can say from personal experi-
ence that there is nothing like it. For what is really a 
minimal commitment, the returns are huge.”

Securing 50 percent more host homes this year 
in Stamford and the surrounding area has been an 
unexpected challenge for Maccabi organizers. “Our 
community is extremely generous and, as of May 1, 
just under 200 families have committed to opening 
their homes during Maccabi week,” said Michael 
Gold, Maccabi Games and ArtsFest co-chair. “Clearly, 
we have a way to go, and we are also asking for the 
help of our Jewish neighbors in Stamford, Norwalk, 
Westport, Weston, Wilton, Fairfield, Armonk, Bed-
ford and Rye.”

To facilitate convenient drop-off and pick-up of 

Jewish Family Service Launches Coat Collection Drive
Providing for Community Needs

that cannot be met by the existing pantry offerings, 
the JFS Case Management team looks to ensure that 
proper care is taken in order to meet those needs, 
either acquiring them for the client or referring them 
to partner agencies in the community.

Since receiving a grant from the hunger relief 
organization MAZON with the focus on eliminating 
hunger prevalent in the senior population, additional 
community advocacy has taken place and even more 
older adults and seniors have been provided with the 
assistance they have needed. JFS has seen an increase 
in client enrollment in the Food Pantry and the num-
bers continue to grow. Thanks to the support of many 
food and toiletry donations, as well as the continued 
food supply from the CT Food Bank and Food Bank 
of Lower Fairfield County, JFS has been able to meet 
the demand. By preparing early this year, JFS hopes 
to be ready as the community heads into the critical 
winter months when need is the highest.

Contact Rebekah Kanefsky, JFS Case Manager 
at 203-921-4161, ext. 128, or rkanefsky@cjtfs.org to 
arrange for coat drop-off at JFS offices in Stamford 
(733 Summer St., Sixth Floor) or Westport ( 431 Post 
Rd. East, Suite 11).

The JFS Kosher Food Pantry services the Stamford, 
New Canaan, Darien, Westport, Weston, Wilton, 
Norwalk, Bridgeport, Trumbull and Fairfield Jewish 
communities. It provides kosher food and personal 
care items, including assistance for pharmacy and 
transportation, to members of the local community 
experiencing financial difficulties who are unable to 
afford food and household items for their families.

Rebekah Kanefsky is a case manager at Jewish Family 
Service.

Hachnasat Orchim: The Mitzvah of 
Welcoming Guests
Five Hundred Host Families Needed for Maccabi Games 
and ArtsFest

visiting teens, Central bus stops will be provided for 
host families outside of Stamford.

At the heart of JCC Maccabi is the mission to 
See “Guests” on page 4
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“personal shopper” who takes them 
into a school gymnasium that has been 
transformed into a department store 
just for them. As they make their way 
through the “store” trying on shoes and 
coats, and filling up a new backpack 
with school supplies, their parents 
and caregivers have an opportunity to 
receive information about important 
community services.

Japha and Levene were thrilled with 
the success of the inaugural event last 
summer. “It came together even better 
than we could have imagined,” said 

A Back to School Shop customer showed 
off her brand new pink backpack. (Name 
withheld on request.) (Photo by Beth Peters)

School Continued from page 1

Levene. “We were able to serve 125 
children, with over 120 volunteers, and 
to provide information about critical 
community resources to parents and 
caregivers in the Japha Family Resource 
Center, staffed by over a dozen commu-
nity agencies.”

“I still get goose bumps when I re-
member the big smiles on the children’s 
faces when they realized that they got to 
choose their own new items,” remem-
bered Japha. “Most of them are from 
very difficult circumstances, and many 
have never had the experience of get-
ting to choose their own new clothes.” 

Many of the volunteers were just as 
excited as the children. Said UJF’s San-
dy Golove, “It was incredibly rewarding 
to be a part of the Back to School Shop 
last year. I helped to register the many 
volunteers, and also had a chance to see 
how excited the children were as they 
‘shopped’ for clothes. I am looking for-
ward to volunteering again this year!” 

The goal for this year’s event is to 
serve 200 children — a 67 percent 
increase.

The Back to School Shop team has 
been working to raise the additional 
funds required, recruiting additional 
volunteers and doing lots and lots 
of shopping so that each and every 
child will have an array of items to 
choose from.

For more information, or to make a 
donation, visit the Back to School Shop 
website at ujf.org/backtoschoolshop. 

and other donor planning strategies, 
including an informational website, 
which was launched on May 6, at www.
ourjewishfuture.org.

The Initiative was made possible 
thanks to a gift from the Kriftcher fam-
ily, in Dr. Noel N. Kriftcher’s memory. 
Brian Kriftcher noted about his father, 
“My dad was a brilliant, committed, 
leader – he was a completely authen-
tic forceful leader with incredible 
integrity. He was well spoken, bright 
and thoughtful and had no airs about 
him. He held himself, and everybody 
else, to a high standard. He has left an 
indelible mark and I wouldn’t be who 
I am if not for him.

When asked why this Legacy Initia-
tive was important and why his family 
wanted to honor his father in this way, 
Brian responded. “I believe deeply 
in the notion of ‘paying it forward.’ 
I care deeply about the community 
and feel that we have a responsibility 
to make an impact while we are here, 
and it is our responsibility to leave 
the world a better place than when 
we came. The diversity and rich her-
itage of Stamford are extraordinarily 
important. The Dr. Noel N. Kriftcher 
Legacy Initiative will be a multi-agency 

vehicle ensuring that those who come 
after us are better positioned and will 
help create a framework that others 
can use themselves to make a differ-
ence in the true meaning of legacy. 
The notion that a rising tide can lift 
all boats is personally central to my 
family and me.”

Shoshana Dweck, chair of the 
UJF Legacy Committee, comment-
ed, “Thanks to the generosity of the 
Kriftcher family, this Initiative will 
provide a space in which all Jewish 
organizations in Stamford can have 
the important conversation about 
planning our future. Each and every 
one of us has dreams as to what the 
Jewish future should and can look like, 
and the initiative will allow donors to 
start the process which will turn those 
dreams into reality. UJF will continue 
to honor legacy donors to any Jewish 
organization by including them in a 
legacy society.”

The Initiative’s first program will be 
a reception for community leaders with 
a legacy-focused speaker in September, 
hosted by Jeannie and Brian Kriftcher.

For information on the Initiative, 
contact UJF CEO James Cohen at 
jcohen@ujf.org.

bring Jewish teens together to culti-
vate a deeper understanding of their 
Jewish identity, and to enhance their 
appreciation of Jewish values. “This 
is our opportunity to bring together 
our 1,500 guests with 200 Jewish teens 
from the Stamford area to experience 
one of the largest Jewish youth events 
in the world – in our own back yard,” 
said Gold.

Visit www.jccmaccabistamford.org/
hostfamilies for complete information 
and to register as a host family.

One Thousand Volunteers 
Needed

“The JCC Maccabi Games and Arts-
Fest will require the guiding hands of 
over 1,000 volunteers, from administra-
tion to transportation and everything 
in between,” Kriftcher added. “There 
are more than a dozen areas in which 

Legacy Continued from page 1

to volunteer, and one of them is sure to 
fit your interests and talents. Whether 
you volunteer during the week of the 
Games and ArtsFest, or in a role leading 
up to the event, the time to raise your 
hand is now.”

“Whether you host, volunteer or 
both,” Gold concluded, “JCC Maccabi 
is an amazing community event that 
your family will remember for years 
to come.”

To learn about volunteering and 
hosting for the 2016 Stamford JCC 
Maccabi Games and ArtsFest, visit www.
jccmaccabistamford.org.

For more information, contact the 
JCC Maccabi office at 203-487-0949 or 
maccabi@stamfordjcc.org.

The Jewish Community Center of 
Stamford is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien.

Guests Continued from page 3

By Elissa Kaplan and Barbara Rosett
When the Jewish Historical Society 

of Fairfield County honored Barbara 
Rosett in February with the George 
Goldberg Guidance Award for her 
founding of the JHS Book Talks pro-
gram, Rosett honored the Society with 
a history lesson, the story of the Harry 
Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library.

In her talk, Rosett said, “It is hard to 
believe that it has been over 30 years 
since Ruth Polster and I, along with 
librarian Judy Williams, and a host of 
volunteers were celebrating the grand 
opening of the Harry Rosenbaum Ju-
daica Library.

“Please come with me now, let’s put 
on our time travel hats and go back to 
Tuesday evening, November 9, 1983, 
when the library was officially dedicated 
at the Jewish Community Center. Har-
ry Rosenbaum cut the ribbon, Rabbi 
Joseph Ehrenkranz spoke, calling 
Harry Rosenbaum the Number One 
Jewish Citizen of the community. Mark 
Sternlicht, chairman of the Holocaust 
Memorial Committee of B’nai B’rith, 
said there were about 500 volumes in 
the library, 300 of which were given by 
that committee. A host of volunteers 
had worked feverishly to get them on 
the shelves before the official opening.

“The featured speaker was William 

Rediscovered Treasure
Harry Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library at the JCC 

Donat, a Holocaust survivor and then 
chairman of the Advisory Board to the 
New York City Holocaust Library. It was 
the 45th anniversary of Kristallnacht, 
November 9-10, 1938.

“Joseph Miller, vice chair and 
co-founder of the Holocaust Memorial 
Committee, said his group had helped 
make the library a reality. Joe was the 
guiding spirit of the library. There 
wasn’t a day he did not appear… to be 
sure we were running things correctly… 
and bringing another book about the 
Holocaust.

“These were the founders, who were 
present at the creation, and who built 
a strong foundation for this repository 
of Jewish heritage. These people had 
the foresight to establish this vibrant, 
living memorial.

“The library was overseen by a 
committee then chaired by Arthur 
Smith, and whose members were Harry 
Rosenbaum, Joe Miller, Ruth Polster, 
Ed Golove and myself. We were, truly, 
a dedicated, enthusiastic group. Over 
the years the collection has grown to 
over 3,000 volumes [including sec-
tions on fiction, history, a Holocaust 
collection, genealogy, children’s and 
young adult literature, holidays, Israel, 
“how-to” books, magazines and the 
Encyclopedia Judaica]. We grew a small 

book discussion group into the JHS 
Book Talks program that attracts many 
people monthly, from October to May. 
The book presenters have always been 
volunteers, including Marilyn Schwartz, 
Julian Reitman, Dr. Sondra and Frank 
Melzer, Ernest Fanwick, to name only 
a few. In 1995, the library was officially 
conveyed by the Holocaust Memorial 
Committee of Stamford to the Jewish 
Historical Society. Ed Golove and 
Arthur Finchler were always on board 
to keep the library running. Several 

years ago an automated circulation 
system was installed, replacing the 
card catalog. [The online catalog of 
the Judaica Library is accessible to the 
entire community through the Fergu-
son Library website.] We are truly in 
the 21st century!”

The community is invited to visit the 
Library Sunday through Friday.

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield 
County is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

For information on advertising, 
contact Bonnie Rozen

at (800)779-7896, ext. 244 or 
bonnie@thereportergroup.org

Your ad could be here!



5 JUNE 2016 ■ THE NEW JEWISH VOICE  

Visit www.ujf.org, facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamfordÊ

Chapter Two Takes Manhattan

Members of UJF’s Women’s Philanthropy Chapter Two group recently enjoyed a 
day in New York City. The first stop was The Jewish Museum, where the group 
participated in a private, docent-led tour of the new Isaac Mizrahi exhibit. This 
was followed by a Mediterranean lunch at Hummus Kitchen, where the women of 
Chapter Two heard from Arthur Sandman, executive vice president at The Jewish 
Agency for Israel, about the good work of UJF’s partner agency. For more information 
about Chapter Two and to join the group’s mailing list, contact Rebekah Raz at 
Rebekah@ujf.org.

Arlene Rosen, Betsy Stone, Beverly Stein, Stephne Behrend and Helen Donner awaited 
lunch at Hummus Kitchen.

 JCC Hosts Seniors Father’s Day Luncheon
On Thursday, June 16, from 11:30 am-1 pm, the Jewish Community Center 

will host a Father’s Day luncheon for senior adults.
“The JCC’s Senior Adult program focuses on connectedness to others and a 

sense of belonging,” said Connie Cirillo Freeman, the JCC’s director of senior 
adult services. “We are proud to offer activities such as adaptive chair exercise 
classes, educational speakers, discussion groups and entertainment that help 
our seniors to live enriched and fulfilling lives. Our popular holiday luncheons 
give us a chance to celebrate as a family.”

All senior adults in the community are invited to attend the Father’s Day 
Luncheon. There is a $4 suggested donation, and reservations are required by 
Thursday, June 9.

The JCC is located at 1035 Newfield Ave., at the intersection of Vine Road. 
Transportation is available.

For reservations and information, contact Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-
487-0983 or cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org.

 Carmel Academy Annual Golf Classic 
Carmel Academy will hold its Annual Golf Classic on Monday, June 6, at the 

GlenArbor Golf Club in Bedford Hills, NY.
The day will include an Elite 18 Hole Shamble on the Gary Player signature 

course, which has been host to The Westchester Open, USGA Amateur qualifiers 
and several Met section events. Golf will be followed by a cocktail reception, 
silent auction, awards dinner and raffle.

For more information about the Golf Classic, to register, or for sponsorship 
opportunities, visit www.carmelacademy.com/golfclassic or contact Seth Young 
at 203-983-3508 or seth.young@carmelacademy.com.
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New Around Town

UJF Tribute Cards are a wonderful way to connect with your 
family and friends and mark any occasion while supporting the 

extraordinary work of  UJF.  To send a tribute, go to www.ujf.org.

Bi-Cultural’s Hupal to Present at National Education 
Conference

Bi-Cultural Day School middle-school teacher Erin 
Hupal has recently been selected to present at the Associa-
tion for Middle Level Education annual conference, which 
takes place in October in Austin, TX. Hupal’s topic will be 
“Creative Assessments for the 21st Century.” She will speak 
about developing a projects-based, differentiated learning 
model to assess student progress and understanding, rath-
er than basic standardized testing. “This is a huge honor 
for me and I am so humbled,” said Hupal. “Providing 
the means for students to express their competency and 
understanding of class content through differentiated 
outlets is very important to me and I’m looking forward 
to discussing this topic with other middle-school teachers 
across the country.”

Hupal teaches social studies to seventh- and eighth-graders at Bi-Cul-
tural. The AMLE is considered the leading international organization 
advancing the education of all students ages 10-15. This is its 16th year 
annual conference.

Jonathan Fass, COO – Jewish Family Service of Stamford
Jewish Family Service of Stamford has appointed Jonathan 

Fass as its chief operating officer.
Fass joined JFS in April. He is responsible for the oversight 

of key elements of JFS operations and programming, includ-
ing “An Evening with JFS.” He has 17 years of experience as 
a Jewish communal professional, serving most recently as a 
vice president at the Jewish Community Centers Association 
and previously as an assistant executive director and Jewish 
educator in JCCs across the United States.

From 2002-06, Fass served as the managing director of 
Jewish Living and Learning at the JCC of Stamford. His family 
left Stamford in 2006 for Israel. He returned to Stamford 
in July 2014. He holds an M.A. from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary and was a fellow both in the Senior Educators 
Program of the Melton Centre for Jewish Education at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem and the Jim Joseph Foundation Fellowship of the Lookstein Center 
for Jewish Education at Bar Ilan University.

“I am excited to join Matt Greenberg and the JFS staff in providing critical 
services to our Jewish community every day. You won’t find more dedicated 
professionals, a Board of Directors, or volunteers to the mission of serving 
those most in need. It is a privilege to lend my hands and heart to the mission 
of JFS,” said Fass.

Erin Hupal

Jonathan Fass

By Sandy Golove
To submit infor-

mation to Bits and 
Pieces, call 321-
1373, ext. 107, or 
e-mail me at sandy@
ujf.org.
MAZEL TOV TO 
GROWING FAMILIES:

Lindsey and Mike Bloomenthal on 
the birth of a son, Cameron Alexander 
Bloomenthal; grandparents are Amy 
and Mel Bloomenthal and Sena Warner.

Rachel and Jay Camhi on the birth of 
a daughter, Maya Belle Camhi; grand-
parents are Ilyse and Dean Schuckman.

Beth and David Cohen on the birth 
of a granddaughter.

Yona and Tzvi Goldman on the birth 
of a daughter, Orli Yael Goldman.

Aliza Gordon and Ben Schuster on 
the birth of a son, Ilan Tobias Schuster; 
grandparents are Meryl and David Gor-
don; great-grandmothers are Regina 
Greenwald and Yvette Gordon.

Jackie and Seth Greenwald on the 
birth of a daughter, Quinn Clara Gre-
enwald; grandparents are Susan and 
Art Greenwald; great-grandmother is 
Claire Greenwald.

Jamie and Ilya Grozovsky on the 
birth of a daughter, Tilly Grozovsky.

Alyssa and Matthew Levy on the birth 
of a son, Gabriel Hudson Levy; grand-
parents are Marlene and Howard Levy.

Becky and Tsachy Mishal on the birth 
of a daughter, Alexa Mishal.

Jessica and Elie Niedober on the 
birth of a daughter, grandparents are 
Sherry and Bennet Kfare, Jean Niedo-
ber and Irwin Niedober; great-grand-
mother is Marilyn Niedober.

Cara and Eli Neumann on the birth 
of a son.

Estraya and Tzvi Shapiro on the 
birth of twin sons; grandparents are 
Yael and Victor Saul.

Audrey and Joe Speter on the birth 
of a son; grandparents are Sandy and 
Moshe Speter.

Amanda Warren and Scott Strother 
on the birth of a daughter; grandpar-
ents are Cindy and Steve Warren. 

Rachel and Michael Weinstein on the 
birth of a son; grandparents are Debbie 
Walk, and Rivka and Rabbi David Walk.
MAZEL TOV TO:

Mimi Cohen on being honored at 
the Jewish High School of Connecticut 
Annual Spring Gala.

Karen and Ira Berk, Shira and Mitch-
ell Zucker, Jessie and David Brand 
and Dovi Zucker on being honored 
at Congregation Agudath Sholom’s 
Annual Dinner.

Julie Meyer graduated from the 
University of Delaware majoring in 
communications with a minor in Jewish 
studies.

MAZEL TOV TO B’NAI MITZVAH:
Cayla Bernstein, daughter of Lauren 

and Brian Bernstein.
Russell Moskowitz, son of Leslie and 

Michael Moskowitz.
Daniel Mozer, son of Stacy and Gary 

Mozer.
Jessica Nirschel, daughter of Marcie 

and Martin Nirschel.
Ava Sabloff, daughter of Kelly and 

Matthew Sabloff.
Austin Scheine, son of Meredith and 

Greg Scheine.
Dylan Scheine, son of Meredith and 

Greg Scheine.
Nicholas Schiff-Denota, son of Kara 

Schiff.
Emily Seligson, daughter of Rachel 

and Richard Seligson.
Emily Semaya, daughter of Beth 

and Steven Semaya; granddaughter of 
Sandy and Bob Goldstein. 

Elana Singer-Freeman, daughter of 
Karen and Jose Singer-Freeman.
CONDOLENCES TO:

Jonathan Beitler on the loss of his 
father, Martin Beitler.

Maxine Brody on the loss of her 
mother, Dahlia Sias.

Paula Green on the loss of her father, 
Nathan Berkowitz.

Roni Lang on the loss of her sister, 
Sylvia Cowen.  

Lori Marcus on the loss of her cousin, 
Sonnie Glazer.

Sam Maryles on the loss of his father, 
Barry Maryles.

Cecile Meunier on the loss of her 
mother, Selma Meunier. 

Sheila Newman on the loss of her 
mother, Goldie Kurtz.

Beth Peters on the loss of her mother, 
Carol Ruth Shepherd.

Jeff Ritell on the loss of his aunt, 
Louise DiGiacomo.

Ann Rousso, Vicki Kobliner and Re-
gina Wilmes on the loss of her husband 
and their father, Samuel Rousso.

Inna Slootskin, Tanya Slootskin and 
Eugenia Slootskin on the loss of her hus-
band and their father, Benjamin Slootskin.

Loaves of Love Volunteers Connect 
Community

Loaves of Love volunteer Deidre Goldberg 
was ready to pick up her bags to deliver.

By Taly Farber
At the start of every week, Leah 

Shemtov of Chabad of Stamford and 
staff begin to think about who might 
need a Loaves of Love package to be 
delivered on Friday before Shabbat. 
The package holds freshly baked 
challahs, grape juice and soup, all 
wrapped in pink-and-brown tissue 
paper and placed inside a pink bag. 
These Loaves of Love offer a taste of 

Shabbat to someone that might need 
a little “pick-me-up” to start their 
Shabbat. On average, six to eight 
packages are delivered each week to 
new moms, shiva homes, people who 
are new to town, people in crisis or 
just about anyone that could use a 
“taste of Shabbat” or an extra dose 
of love.

Shemtov says, “We feel privileged 
to give people a home cooked taste of 
Shabbat and let them feel connected 
to the community and to know that 
they are not alone.”

The Loves of Love packages would 
not get very far without the volunteers 
who are willing to brave all kinds of 
weather to help deliver them. The 
core group of Loaves of Love volun-
teers who deserve sincerest thanks 
are Deidre Goldberg, Elayne Dener, 
Phyllis Shapiro, Julie Rosenberg, 
Nechama Hordiner and Marisa Sie-
gel. “Although they are sometimes 
met with surprise by the recipients 
of the Loaves of Love, they are always 
met with delight and appreciation,” 
says Shemtov.

Goldberg, who frequently delivers 
Loaves of Love says, “ Delivering 
Loaves of Loves is a very rewarding 
experience. Whether it’s being de-
livered to help someone celebrate 
a simcha, thanking someone for 
their efforts or as a sympathetic 
gesture for someone going through 
a tough time – each recipient is so 
appreciative and pleased to receive a 

delicious home challah and matzah 
ball soup. I am thankful to have 
the opportunity to bring a smile to 
people in our community.”

To suggest someone who could 
benefit from a Loaves of Love pack-
age, to offer to deliver Loaves of Love 
packages, or to sponsor Loaves of Love 
for the week, contact Shemtov at 203-
324-2223, ext. 102, or morahleah@
chabadstamford.org.
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UJF Sweepstakes Winner Donates Seder to Needy Family
The results are in! The winners 

of the United Jewish Federation of 
Greater Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien’s Passover sweepstakes were 
announced on April 14 by a drawing 
posted on Facebook. Congratulations 
to Suzanne Horn, who won the seder 
meal for 12, and Taly Farber and Josh 
Weisser, who won Passover gift baskets. 
Donors who made a gift of $36 or more 
to UJF between March 27 and April 
13 were eligible to enter the contest. 
During the sweepstakes period, UJF 
raised $54,000 toward helping Jews 
locally and around the world.

Suzanne Horn, winner of the seder 
meal for 12, made the decision to 

Suzanne Horn

donate her prize to a family 
in need. The donation was 
arranged through Jewish 
Family Service. 

United Jewish Federation 
asked Horn to comment on 
her decision: “I entered the 
UJF Passover Sweepstakes 
and hoped to win knowing 
that I would donate the seder 
meal to a needy family. For 
decades I have been pained 
by the knowledge that hunger 
is prevalent worldwide. Although un-
derstandable in poor countries, hunger 
in wealthy countries such as America 
is unconscionable. In response, I take 

every opportunity to ‘feed the 
hungry.’ I support organiza-
tions such as Mazon and those 
in Israel, as well as participate 
in food drives. 

“I remember years when 
buying food for Passover was 
very stressful. I feel fortunate 
that today I am able to buy all 
the Passover foods that I want. 
Donating the seder meal is a 
way for me to demonstrate 
my appreciation and grate-

fulness for God’s blessings.
“For me, this is what being Jewish 

is all about. What better way to do 
what we are told in the haggadah. We 

read that each of us is obligated to 
see ourselves as though we left Egypt. 
Our challenge is to remember that we 
were slaves in Egypt and do whatever 
we can to help those who are slaves 
today and bring them from slavery 
to freedom. Feeding the hungry is 
one of my ways of fulfilling God’s 
commandments and bringing God’s 
Holiness from heaven to earth.

“With this special gift, I was given 
the opportunity to do one of the many 
mitzvot. It ‘made my Pesach!”

For more information about United 
Jewish Federation or to make a dona-
tion, visit ujf.org or call Sharon Franklin 
at 203-321-1373, ext. 109.

At right: Joshua and Lila Gordon carried bags of food donations at the Stamford Jewish 
Community Center.

JFS and JCC Partner for Passover Food Drive
This year, the Jewish Family Service 

Passover food drive teamed up with the 
Stamford Jewish Community Center. 
In an effort chaired by Risa Goldblum, 
Liz Kitay and Marina Sapir, JFS enlist-
ed the help of the Maccabi JCC Cares 
and J-Serve programs. More than 250 
kosher for Passover food bags were 
delivered by volunteers throughout 
the JFS catchment area. The bags were 
assembled so community members 
could enjoy the Passover holiday. JFS 
said it appreciates and thanks all the 
volunteers and organizations who 
contributed both food and money to 

complete this mitzvah.
Food and gift card donations were 

provided by Temple Sinai, Carmel 
Academy, BCDS, Sara Walker Nursery 
School, Temple Beth El, Congregation 
Agudath Sholom, Chabad of Stam-
ford/Gan Yeladim, Shir Ami and many 
private donors in the community. 
In total, the drive brought in nearly 
1,100 food items and nearly $700 in 
grocery cards.

Jewish Family Service and the Jewish 
Community Center are recipient agencies 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
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Jewish Twenties and Thirties has 
been busy! The group recently re-
vamped its monthly Game Night, 
where members can meet new people 
and see old friends while enjoying 
games, drinks and snacks in a casual 
setting. JTT members also recently 
joined together for some community 
fund-raising at JFS’s Mitzvah Day at 
Stamford’s 16 Handles. A percentage of 
the frozen yogurt sales on April 17 was 
donated to JFS. JTT also has a monthly 
happy hour and lots of other events to 
choose from. 

JTT is a program of Jewish Fam-

Jewish Twenties and Thirties

L-r: Arielle Slen, Leah Schechter, Ashley Mail, Jason Thrope, Michael Coulombe, Joey 
Zach, Melissa Skoog, Ariella Goldstein, Ted Lopatin, Jayson Tobias, Daniel Scherban, 
Spencer Ginsberg, Ernest Fayngold, Jacob Voytovich, Jodi Andersen, Kaili Janette, Eric 
Sachs, Ben Chalfin and Adina Munk gathered at a local Stamford spot and participated 
in board games while socializing on April 27.

ily Service that connects people in 
their 20s and 30s through social, 
educational, cultural and volunteer 
events to meet others, be inspired, 
and get involved in the community. 
Upcoming Happy Hours are planned 
at 7 pm on Thursdays, June 9, and 
September 8. For up-to-date infor-
mation, join the “Jewish Twenties & 
Thirties” group on Facebook or find 
it directly at www.facebook.com/
groups/Jewish2030/. 

For more information about JTT 
programs, contact Jami Shapiro Fener 
at 203-921-416 or jfener@ctjfs.org. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day – “The Art of Survival”
On the evening of May 4, the Great-

er Stamford Jewish community gath-
ered at Temple Sinai to commemorate 
the Holocaust on Yom Hashoah. This 
year’s commemoration was called par-
ticularly poignant, as it combined two 
different points of view. Art from the 
museum division of Yad Vashem was 
exhibited in the Temple Sinai Atrium 
for two weeks. Designed by local art-
ist and designer Sherry Steiner, the 
exhibit was titled “The Anguish of 

Liberation as Reflected in Art; 1945-
1947.” The 13 panels were displayed 
with butterflies, echoing the student 
art exhibit which was continuously 
displayed on the video screen in the 
atrium. The evening program was 
titled “The Art of Survival” and fea-
tured readings, video clips, personal 
reminiscences, art and poetry created 
during or in reaction to the Shoah. 
More than 300 community members 
were in attendance.

L-r: James Cohen, UJF CEO with Rabbi Jay TelRav (Temple Sinai), Rabbi Joshua 
Hammerman (Temple Beth El), Cantor Micah Morgovsky (Temple Sinai) and Rabbi 
Daniel Cohen (Congregation Agudath Sholom).

Sophie Yelen lit a candle.

The art exhibit in the Temple Sinai Atrium.

Teens (names wittheld) wrote 
their impressions on a scroll 
of memory.
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 JFS Brain Fitness Program Grows in Stamford
JFS’s Brain Fitness Pilot Program is expanding. Based on a curriculum origi-

nating in Israel, this one-on-one training program sends a “brain trainer” to meet 
clients in their home weekly to exercise their minds to maintain and improve 
cognitive abilities as they age. Adult volunteers are trained by professionals at 
JFS to perform the exercises with clients. During the pilot phase, there is no 
cost to participants. Those interested in volunteering or referring someone 
who may benefit from the program should contact Jami Shapiro Fener at JFS 
at 203-961-4161 or jfener@ctjfs.org.

By Luisa Viladas
The Stamford Jewish Community 

Center will hold its seventh annual kids 
triathlon on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 
19, at the JCC on Newfield Avenue. 
This year, a 14-16 age group has been 
added to make the event available to 
a wider audience.

“Triathlon has become an incred-
ibly popular sport for adults, and the 
JCC gives children the opportunity 
to compete in an arena where the 
focus is on fun, fitness and person-
al challenge,” said JCC CEO Eric 
Koehler. “With the KidsTri, our 
mission is to establish and nurture 
children’s abilities to live active and 
healthy lifestyles.”

Children will be divided into five age 
groups: 4-5 years, 6-7 years, 8 -10 years, 
11-13 and the new 14 -16 age group. 
Children who do not want to compete 
in all three events are invited to form 
relay teams.

Katchko and Sons is the presenting 
sponsor of the 2016 KidsTri.

The triathlon will consist of races 
in swimming, cycling, and running. 
The event will begin in the JCC pool, 
then move to the bicycle course on 
nearby roads that will be closed to 
vehicular traffic. Younger children 
will remain on the JCC property for 
the bicycle portion of the race. The 
final running leg is held on JCC 
property for all of the racers.

“This is  an opportunity for 
young athletes to participate in an 
enjoyable life experience through 
athletics,” Koehler concluded, “one 
that encourages self-confidence, 

JCC Kids Triathlon 
Now Open to Ages 4-16 

United Jewish Federation’s 3 SQUARE program provides needy elementary school children 
with a bag of food each Friday to sustain them through the weekend. According to Georgia 
Baer, “I chose 3 SQUARE for my bat mitzvah project because it’s important to raise awareness 
that there are ‘in need’ kids in our community. My mother now volunteers and when I 
get the chance, I will continue to help out too.” To volunteer or donate to the 3 SQUARE 
program contact Rebekah Raz at UJF at 203-321-1373, ext. 102. L-r: Celia Baer, Richard 
Baer, Beth Baer, Georgia Baer and Shira Gabay with food bags for 3 SQUARE.

Bat Mitzvah Project for
3 SQUARE

Joshua Geyfman of New Canaan ran the 
final leg of last year’s JCC KidsTri. The 
youth triathlon is in its seventh year in 
Stamford.

good health and community spirit 
through participation.”

Check-in is at 7 am, with a triathlon 
start time of 8 am.

For information or to register, visit 
stamfordjcc.org or contact Mo Concep-
cion at 203-487-0971 or mconcepcion@
stamfordjcc.org.

The Jewish Community Center of 
Stamford is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien.
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 “College-Getting There from Here” 
Jewish Family Service will co-host a presentation on saving for college with 

Chris Manimbo, financial advisor from Edward Jones, on Thursday, June 16, 
from 7-8 pm. Claire Friedlander, JFS college consultant, will also be available 
to answer questions about the process. Christine Falzerano, director of student 
financial services at the University of Bridgeport, will attend the seminar to assist 
with college financial planning. The information session will take place at the 
Stamford office of Jewish Family Service, 733 Summer St., Sixth Floor. There is 
no cost to attend and refreshments will be served.

The topics to be discussed include questions to consider when establishing 
a college saving goal, strategies to help reach that goal, and features and ben-
efits of 529 college savings plans. “With the costs of college rising rapidly, this 
information will be very important to anyone looking for resources to fund a 
post-high school education,” said Friedlander. 

To reserve a seat for this event and/or learn more about the College Counseling 
Services at JFS, contact Claire Friedlander at 203-921-4161 or ClaireF@ctjfs.org.

At right: On May 2, the weather was 
downcast, but the spirits were soaring as 
Bi-Cultural Day School’s eighth grade class 
members embarked on their Israel Experience, 
a nearly month-long journey that they have 
been preparing for since kindergarten. The 
itinerary includes experiencing the many 
cultural and spiritual sights that Israel 
offers and walking in the footsteps of their 
Jewish ancestors whom they’ve been studying 
throughout their course of studies at Bi-
Cultural. The annual event provides an 
opportunity for students to synthesize much 
of the learning, message, and spirit of their 
years of study at Bi-Cultural. Eighth-grader 
Noam Haron embraced his brother and sister, 
Gabriel and Shira, prior to his departure for 
Israel. (Photo by Dora Salm)

At left: Eighth-grader Sarah Broder received 
a hug from her mother Melissa Broder right 
before her departure for Israel. Officer Bill 
Semenetti is in the background. (Photo by 
Joanne Karow)

Bi-Cultural’s Eighth Grade 
Departs for Israel Experience 

Bi-Cultural Hosts Two Authors
By Dora Salm

Bi-Cultural Day School celebrated 
National School Library Month of 
April by hosting two children’s book 
authors, one a local first-time author 
and the other a best-selling internation-
ally-acclaimed writer. Each was said to 
captivate their audience in their talks 
about storytelling and writing.

On April 15, Stamford resident and 
newly-published author, Stacy Mozer, 
visited the fourth and fifth grades in 
a combined presentation where she 
discussed her personal and creative 
journey to authorship, which began 
with the seed of an idea that grew into 
her recently-published, middle-grade 
book titled “The Sweet Spot” (pub-
lished by Spellbound River Press last 
year). The book, which tells the story 
of a girl who meets resistance in her 
pursuit of playing baseball, the game 

she loves, speaks to children about the 
power of perseverance in their lives.

Mozer, who is a third grade teacher 
in Greenwich, shared with the students 
how it took years of her own determi-
nation, through multiple revisions of 
her original story concepts, characters 
and plot to create her final story.

“When you’re young, all your 
teachers tell you to ‘write what you 
know,’ and that’s true, but of course 
there’s so much more – it’s also re-
search and re-editing, focusing on 
characters and writing dialogue, and 
believing that you have a story that’s 
worth sharing,” explained Mozer to 
the group of students and teachers, 
noting the many years and iterations 
it took for her to produce a book that 
she felt was worthy of sharing. In the 
discussion following her presentation, 
students got a chance to discuss their 

Local author Stacy Mozer posed with some of Bi-Cultural’s fifth grade class members following 
her presentation of her recently-published book, “The Sweet Spot.” (Photo by Dora Salm)

Best-selling author Adam Gidwitz discussed 
his books and the writing process during his 
author visit to Bi-Cultural on April 18. 
(Photo by Mati Finkelstein)

own writing with Mozer and ask her 
questions about topics ranging from 
books to baseball.

The following Monday, Adam Gid-
witz spoke to students in four different 
presentations throughout the school 
day. Gidwitz is a world-renowned au-
thor best known for his Grimm book 
series – fantasy middle school books 
inspired by the original Brothers 
Grimm fairytales. In discussing his 
books, Gidwitz explained that the in-
tent of the original Brothers Grimm 
fairytales, published hundreds of 
years ago in Europe, was not merely 
to entertain young listeners, but also 
to provide moral lessons through its 
collection of dark, cautionary tales. 
These tales provide the inspiration 
for his new, modern works.

Gidwitz’s personal journey to author-
dom began as a teacher in Brooklyn, 
telling stories and sharing his personal 
writing with his students, before leaving 
teaching to focus on writing full-time. 
He explained that his entry to publish-
ing included multiple revisions of his 
original ideas (his second book had 
more than 350 major corrections) and 
his own perseverance in the face of 
resistance and rejection on the path 
to publishing his first book. “The first 
editor that I ever met told me that 

I should just give up and quit trying 
to become an author. I decided that 
I could go one of two different ways: 
listen to that person and just quit or 
listen to myself and keep pursuing my 
dream… I chose the latter. Never let 
anyone convince you to give up on your 
dreams,” said Gidwitz.

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
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Congregation Agudath Sholom held its Annual Festive Dinner on April 10. Guests of Honor 
were Karen and Ira Berk. The Young Leadership Award was presented to Jessie and David 
Brand. Dovi Zucker received the Chai Award, and Shira and Mitchell Zucker received the 
Community Service Award. Top row (l-r): Ira Berk, David Brand and Mitchell Zucker. 
Bottom row (l-r): Rabbi Daniel Cohen, Karen Berk, Jessie Brand, Dovi Zucker and Shira 
Zucker. (Photo by Regina Madwed, Capitol Photo Interactive)

Paint Night

On April 4, Chabad of Stamford hosted a Jewish Women Connected paint night. The event 
was brought to Chabad of Stamford by Pinot’s Palette and the Shabbat scene painted was 
specifically designed for Chabad of Stamford. Fifty women were in attendance at the event, 
which was chaired by Lisa Manheim, Dr. Tzivia Moreen and Diana Portna. Participants 
are shown painting. (Photo by Tzipporah Esther Schild)

L-r: Leah Shemtov, co-director of Chabad of Stamford, and event Chairs Lisa Manheim, 
Dr. Tzivia Moreen and Diana Portna. (Photo by Nechama Hordiner)

“Serve God With Joy”

On Thursday, June 9, the Jewish High School of Connecticut will hold its fifth commencement 
at 7:30 pm at Temple Beth El in Stamford. The community is invited to join in the 
celebration and the accomplishments of the graduates. For more information, call JHSC 
203-357-0850 or e-mail Sarah Rich at srich@jhsct.org. L-r: JHSC graduating seniors 
Anya Castle, Ari Reiter, Greg Feldman and Micah Banschick. Not pictured is Max Laufer.

Come join JHSCT Graduation
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Carmel Academy’s seventh-graders have formed a 
bond with local seniors in a shared love for reading.

Each month, the school’s seventh-graders host an 
intergenerational book club called “Better Together” 
in which they discuss various genres of literature 
with seniors in the community. The book club was 
formed this year thanks to an approximate $20,000 
grant given to the school that is meant to foster 
intergenerational relationships.

Throughout the year, the book club has read and 
discussed selections written by authors such as Edgar 
Allan Poe, Ray Bradbury, O. Henry, Gary D. Schmidt 
and Isaac Bashevis Singer.

“The results of this book club have exceeded 
our expectations immensely,” said Erica Sokoloff, 
Carmel’s director of Jewish life and the program’s 
supervisor. “There have been real friendships that 
have developed. They are learning about each other’s 

Carmel Academy’s fourth-graders collected and donated more than 300 pounds of food for the Stamford Jewish Family 
Service Passover Food Drive. Each year, the school’s fourth grade organizes a food drive, collecting kosher for Passover food 
to fill the shelves at the Stamford JFS Kosher Food Pantry. The students collected and shopped for food, and then packed 
and delivered it. In addition, they created Passover food packages in which they hand-delivered to residents of The Villa 
at Stamford nursing home (formerly Smith House). Shown are members of the fourth grade preparing to deliver the food. 

Carmel Academy Donates Food For Passover

Q and U Get 
Married at Carmel!

Carmel Academy’s kindergartners celebrated a simcha – the 
wedding of the letters Q and U. The students prepared by 
writing invitations, creating Sheva Brachot and a chuppah. 
They began the day with an aufruf in which Q and U were 
called to the Torah. The Sheva Brachot were read under 
the chuppah. Q and U high-fived after their final ‘I dos’ 
and guests sang “Siman Tov U’Mazal Tov.” A reception 
followed in classroom “ballrooms” before the students rode their 
limousines (aka buses) home. Carmel Academy kindergarten 
teachers Diane Holsten and Michelle Schupak acted as the 
letters Q and U. The two letters were married in a mock 
wedding, which the kindergarten students helped prepare.

Carmel Academy kindergarten students attended a “special” 
aufruf to which Q and U were called to the Torah before 
their mock weddings.

Bonding Over Books

Barbara Aronson, a member of Carmel Academy’s 
intergenerational Better Together Book Club, discussed 
a quilt with some of her seventh grade reading partners.

Yvette Kahn, a member of Carmel Academy’s intergenerational 
Better Together Book Club and docent at the Bruce Museum, 
brought to life an exhibit during a joint book club field trip.

lives, hobbies and interests as well as their personal 
histories. Some of the literature that they have read 
together coincides with the students’ American 
history curriculum. To be discussing this literature 
with people who have lived through events such as 
Kennedy’s assassination, the first man on the moon 
and the Soviet Jewry movement brings history alive 
and makes it real.”

“All of the seniors have different and inter-
esting backgrounds,” said seventh-grader Mimi 
Chapman. “Their backgrounds and opinions have 
changed mine.”

It came as a surprise at the group’s February meet-
ing when one of the book club members, Yvette Khan, 
told the students about a quilt exhibit at the Bruce 
Museum called “And Still We Rise: Race, Culture 
and Visual Conversations,” an exhibit of story quilts 

See “Books” on page 18
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By Dora Salm
Students from Bi-Cultural Day 

School recently received awards in 
two distinct writing and literary award 
contents, earning recognition and 
achievement across different divisions 
and genres.

Capturing the most awards from any 
other school, nine students swept the 
awards in the 31st annual Stamford Lit-
erary Contest sponsored by the Friends 
of the Ferguson Library. Each year, 
the Friends of the Ferguson hosts this 
event, which encourages young writers 
to explore their creative and literary 
sides. Any student in grades three-12 
living in Stamford or attending either 
a public or private school in Stamford 
can submit original work in one of three 
categories: fiction, non-fiction and po-
etry. The winning pieces are compiled 
into a booklet that is distributed at the 
awards ceremony, which took place on 
April 17 at the Ferguson Main Library. 

This year, the winners from Bi-Cul-
tural were the following: Yael Everett 
(grade four, third place for fiction, 
“The Most Amazing Softball Supplies”), 
Isabella Kuhr (grade five, third place 
for the poem, “Fall”), Drew Leferman 
(grade six, third place for fiction, 
“Death from Above”), Naomi Listokin 
(grade seven, second place for the 
non-fiction piece, “Don’t Give Up On 
Your Dreams), Talia Raich (grade six, 
first prize for fiction, “The Complex 
Life” and second prize for the non-fic-
tion piece, “The Amazing Invention 
of Paper”), Brandon Shapiro (grade 
six, third prize for the poem, “Ode to 
Fire”), Lev Shapiro (grade six, honor-
able mention for the poem, “Ice Cold), 
Emily Sherman (grade four, third place 
for the poem, “Tennis), and Tani Smart 
(grade six, second place for the poem, 
“Ode to Snow Forts”).

In addition to the local Stamford 
Literary Competition, two Bi-Cultural 
students received honorable mentions 
at the statewide Connecticut Writing 

Bi-Cultural Students Win Literary and Writing Contests

Winners of the Stamford Literary Contest and their teachers. Front row: Talia Raich, Drew 
Leferman, Lev Shapiro, Brandon Shapiro, Emily Sherman, Yael Everett and Isabella 
Kuhr (missing: Naomi Listikin and Tani Smart) Back row: John Sakson, Laura Miller, 
Gretchen Mathews and Michelle Gordon (missing: Tricia Hoff, Liz Marriott and Helena 
Raffel) (Photos by Dora Salm)

Nicole Tehrani and Erez Fass each won 
an honorable mention in poetry in the 
Connecticut Writing Project’s 2016 Student 
Writer’s Contest, sponsored by the University 
of Connecticut. 

Project’s 2016 Student Writer’s Con-
test sponsored by the University of 
Connecticut. This literary contest has 
been called a popular venue for student 
writing; all winning writing entries are 
published in the Connecticut Student 
Writers, a magazine established in 1987 
by the CWP to honor excellence in 
writing by students from kindergarten 
through high school. From the more 
than 1,700 writing entries submitted to 
the contest, fourth-grader Erez Fass won 
an honorable mention for his poem 
titled “Cedar Tree” and fifth-grader 
Nicole Tehrani won an honorable 
mention for her poem entitled “Fall.”

“We are so proud of all our young 
writers here at BCDS,” said Rachel 
Haron, Bi-Cultural’s associate princi-
pal of general studies. “Our writing 
and literature curriculum fosters such 
incredible creativity and imagination 
and our teachers work incredibly hard 
with our students so that everyone’s 
writing can shine. It’s such an honor 
to be recognized in these important 
writing contests.”

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

A Spicy Night for Israel 
Cancer Research Fund
Indian-born and raised Aviva 
Maller (shown), who is of Iraqi 
descent, presented the artistry of 
Indian Jewish cooking with Iraqi 
underpinnings at a Rachel’s Society 
event hosted by Rhoda and Avi 
Freedberg in April. The second in 
a series of International Shabbat 
demonstration and tastings was 
a melding of culinary arts and 
Israel Cancer Research Foundation 
education. Rachel’s Society of ICRF is 
a membership organization dedicated 
to cancer research in Israel focused on 
women’s cancers. Dr. Peter Stambrook 
of the University of Cincinnati, and chairman of ICRF’s International Scientific Council 
elucidated the ICRF’s process of proposal vetting that creates an environment of complete 
objectivity and highest level of evaluations by leading U.S. and Canadian scientists and 
academics. Eric Heffler, national executive director, detailed the newer grant categories, e.g., 
collaborative grants between Israel and North American scientists. For further information, 
contact ICRF CT area director at 203 321-1006 or David.Kweskin@ICRFonline.org.

Adult Volunteer Opportunities
CHABAD STAMFORD
Betsy’s Buddies Volunteers
Weekly or bi-monthly commitments available. Betsy’s 
Buddies is a program looking to facilitate one-on-one 
visitations between volunteers and homebound members 
in the community. Weekly or bi-monthly commitments 
available and a great opportunity for retirees and families. For 
more information, contact programs@chabadstamford.org. 

Loaves of Love Deliveries
Every Friday after 10 am.  Help distribute Loaves of Love 
packages to new neighbors, friends, new moms, the sick 
and ANYONE who could use a “Taste of Shabbat.” For more 
information, contact programs@chabadstamford.org.

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
Adult Circle Program
Sundays from 1-4 pm at The Friendship Circle Center. 
Serving adults with a full range of physical, mental and 
cognitive needs through one-on-one friendships and 
social opportunities with other adults in our communi-
ty. Opportunities year will include life skills trips, social 
gathering, a vocational readiness program and commu-
nity integration employment. For more information, 
contact Sarah@friendshipct.com. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER (JCC or The J)
Kosher Lunch Program for Seniors. Help set up and serve 
HOT Kosher lunch to seniors. Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 
at the JCC. For more information or reservation: Connie Cirillo 
Freeman at 203-487-0983 or cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org.

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE (JFS)
Drivers needed to deliver food from the Kosher Food Pantry 
to individuals in the community. For information: Rebekah 
Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
FAIRFIELD COUNTY (JHS)
Harry Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library at the JCC. Cover 
2-hour slot (or more) once a week. You’ll be trained on the 
computer system and the arrangement of books in the 
library. Call 203-487-0957.

The Archives at the Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield 
County - Help protect the pieces of our Jewish history. Do 
you enjoy finding out about our region’s early Jewish set-
tlers? Do you want to help Jewish organizations retain their 
history and documents? Call 203-359-2196.

UJF’s READING PARTNERS
Read one-on-one with Stamford public school children. 
One hour a week, mornings or afternoons. 12 elementary 
schools and 2 community centers. Training, literacy, focused 
workshops and support network provided. Contact Marlyn 
Agatstein 203-321-1373 x115 or Readingpartners@ujf.org.
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Emmanuel and Hetty Joels in Amsterdam 
in 2012. (Photo courtesy of Jet Naftaniel)

How a Graphic Novel Kept this Dutch Jewish Couple 
Close, but Out of Nazis’ Reach
By Cnaan Liphshiz

AMSTERDAM (JTA) – As a Dutch 
Jewish couple hiding separately from 
the Nazis, Emmanuel Joels and Hetty 
van Son were literally drawn together 
by a comic book of Emmanuel’s roman-
tic invention. After narrowly avoiding 
deportation to Auschwitz thanks to 
a policeman’s tip, the young couple 
spent two and a half years living less 
than a mile apart, each in the care of 
rescuers with ties to the resistance in 
the city of Apeldoorn, 55 miles east 
of Amsterdam.

It was a fortunate situation in a 
country where 75 percent of Dutch 
Jewry were murdered – the highest 
death rate in Nazi-occupied West-
ern Europe. Their benefactors were 
so caring that they risked catching 
Hetty’s tuberculosis, supplying her 
with the rare luxury of fatty foods to 
treat her.

Even though they were safe and 
close, the lovers could not see one 
another – their hiding places were 
separated by a major traffic artery for 
Nazi troops that they could not risk 
crossing. So Emmanuel – or E., as he 
calls himself – devised a creative and 
discreet way for the couple to stay 
in touch and offer mutual support: 
He drew his love a colorful comic 
book, dispatching a new episode 
each week to her safe house. The 
courier was Geeske Schurink, the 
7-year-old daughter of the family that 
sheltered E.

After decades of storage in a card-
board box, E.’s three wartime detective 
graphic novels about Dompie Stompie, 
a stick figure detective made out of 
what appears to be metal wire, finally 
was published last year. It forms the 
basis for an exhibition that opened in 

March at the Jewish Historical Museum 
in Amsterdam.

The Amsterdam museum, an 
institution that receives more than 
250,000 visits annually, put E.’s 
“Dompie Stompie Metal Wire Man” 
series on display as “an illustration 
of stubborn bravery” during the 
Holocaust, curator Irene Faber told 
JTA. Yet the books – each containing 
30-odd pages filled with neatly hand-
written text and drawings – do not 
mention the Holocaust or the war. 
Rather, they are escapist stories about 
imaginary countries that Dompie 
Stompie visits in his travels, where 
he is asked to solve crimes.

Joels, a retired finance auditor with 
a photographic memory who rarely 
speaks about his emotions, says he took 
up painting because it was the hobby 
of choice at the Schurinks, the impov-
erished family that hid him and several 
other Jews during the Holocaust. Bored 
and cut off from the outside world, Joels 
brushed up his sketching skills from 
high school and drew from memory a 
Monopoly board for the family’s four 
children. They had never heard of 
the game.

A scan of a page from Emmanuel Joels’ graphic novel “Dompie Stopmie in Rooverije.” 
(Courtesy of Jet Naftaniel)

A scan of a page from Emmanuel Joels’ graphic novel “Dompie Stopmie Meets the 
Cannibals.” (Courtesy of Jet Naftaniel)

He says he chose a stick figure 
for his graphic novels’ protagonist 
because he was no good at drawing 
faces. But his oldest daughter, Jet 
Naftaniel, believes there is more to 
the choice: She says it “symbolizes 
simplicity and fortitude” as well as, 
perhaps, the barbed wire fences 
that were surrounding ghettos and 
concentration camps.

Joels says he found his own draw-
ings “silly.” But after the war, he 
adopted the stick figure as his John 
Hancock and would often make 
humorous references to Dompie 
Stompie’s adventures around the 
dinner table, Jet says.

In the third and final “Dompie 
Stompie” volume, the detective is set 
upon by a bird of prey that resembles 
the Imperial Eagle that featured heav-
ily in Nazi imagery. The bird drops 
Dompie in front of a camouflaged 
bunker that evokes the author’s own 
life in hiding.

Joels, now 97 and living in an assist-
ed-living facility, says he never intended 
such allusions, attempting merely to 
entertain his fiancee with drawings that 
would betray neither their author nor 
intended reader in case they were ever 
intercepted. They were married shortly 
after the war ended.

For him, the “Dompie” series was 
primarily a way of keeping his promise 
to Hetty, who passed away last year, 
that they would always offer each other 
positive “light points” no matter what 
hardships life threw at them. By the time 
they were 25, life had thrown quite a 
few hardships their way. Before going 
into hiding, Hetty was forced out of 
her training position as a buyer for a 
department store in Amsterdam. She 
became a nurse at a Jewish psychiatric 
hospital in her hometown of Apeldoorn 
– one of the few places where Jews could 

still work under Nazi occupation, and 
the place where she contracted her 
lung disease.

Joels followed her there, escaping 
with her just hours before the Nazis 
raided the institution and sent all the 
patients and staff in cattle cars for 
immediate execution at Auschwitz. 
They both lost family members in Nazi 
death camps.

After the war, the couple seldom 
spoke about their traumas. Joels would 
read from the “Dompie Stompie” 
books to Jet and her younger sister, 
Marian, but it gave them nightmares, 
Jet recalls. “Our parents would only 
tell us about the positive things from 
the Holocaust, but even as a child that 
didn’t add up,” she said. “We knew 
relatives died there and we sensed the 
tension in their voices. They gave us 
their anxieties without ever speaking 
about them.”

Jet and Marian found the drawings 
in a box buried deep in a closet a few 
years ago while moving their parents 
to an assisted living facility, Jet recalls. 
“It’s a nice family story, but it’s also a 
story of the incredible willpower of 
my parents and their whole genera-
tion not to succumb to darkness even 
when resisting it seemed pointless,” 
she said.

Joels and his family gave the first 
copy of the “Dompie Stompie” series 
to Geeske Schurink, the little girl who 
delivered his episodes across the street 
to Hetty. Geeske never said a word about 
the guests, who would huddle together 
in the attic whenever the Schurinks 
received visits –  including by some 
Nazi relatives. “It was one of the many 
unbelievable things that happened 
then, that none of the children, no 
matter how young, ever told anyone 
about the people in hiding in their 
home,” Joels said.
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U-shaped harness attached to the front 
allows it to be pulled like a rickshaw.

Zur and Demeter also act as hik-
ing consultants for would-be hikers. 
Understanding their clients’ physical 
limits and where they want to hike, the 
company can set up a trek and even 
join in to make sure all goes smoothly.

The pair have set up hikes across Israel, 
as well as in France and, later this year, 
in Switzerland. They’re also looking into 
using rescue equipment to help people 
with disabilities climb mountainsides.
IC Touch

A pair of glasses normally would 
be useless to a blind person, but Zeev 
Zalevsky’s glasses don’t help somebody 
see what’s in front of them – the glasses 
help people feel it.

Zalevsky’s startup, IC Touch, makes 
glasses that take and process a picture 
before sending a signal to a set of tiny 
mirrors that are millimeters from the 
wearer’s eyes. The mirrors then send 
a set of vibrations to the cornea that 
make the cornea “feel” objects in the 
space around it.

Instead of guiding themselves with 
a stick or a dog, Zalevsky said, blind 
people can feel their surroundings with 
the glasses, even identifying objects up 
to a half-mile away.

“It’s like if you close your eyes and 
feel your surroundings with your fin-
gertips, you can imagine what’s in front 
of you,” said Zalevsky, an engineering 
professor at Bar-Ilan University. “In-
stead of reaching out in front of you, 
the picture comes to your head.”
Gemon

The screen looks a little like the 

The Israeli startup Paratrek created an augmented wheelchair that allows people with 
paraplegia to go on hikes. (Photo courtesy of Paratrek)

on to a stroller.
Yichye-Shwachman posted a video 

of the product online and received 
30 e-mails for new orders. She is now 
creating a prototype that will fit a variety 
of wheelchairs and strollers.
Siman Shenagish

Few children have to accompany their 
parents to the bank and explain to them 
that their account is in overdraft, but for 
Tal Bousidan, days like that were routine.

Bousidan was born to two deaf par-
ents. With sign-language interpreters in 
short supply in Israel, he would fill the 
role for his parents, explaining to them 
what bank tellers and shop clerks were 
unable to communicate on their own.

Now a professional sign-language 
interpreter, Bousidan has created a 
startup that provides instantaneous 
Hebrew sign-language translation via 
tablet computers.

The startup, Siman Shenagish – He-
brew for “accessible sign” – has a pilot 
running at a health clinic in the south-
ern city of Ashkelon. Deaf patients tap 
on the iPad, and a full-time translator 
appears on the screen ready to translate 
for the doctor. The startup has plans 
to expand to Tel Aviv, and Bousidan 
hopes to provide translation in other 
languages in the future.

This article is part of a series tied to 
Jewish Disability and Inclusion Awareness 
Month that is part of a partnership 
with the Ruderman Family Foundation. 
The foundation aims to advocate for 
and advance the inclusion of people 
with disabilities throughout the Jewish 
community. To learn more, visit the www.
rudermanfoundation.org.

Tech Continued from page 1

classic 1980s arcade game Frogger, in 
which an amphibian tries to cross a 
busy street. In this version, a red car 
has to maneuver through blue cars to 
reach an open lane – but instead of 
using buttons and a joystick, players 
move the car by raising a pole from 
one notch to the next. Sensors in each 
notch capture the motion and project 
the car’s progress on an iPad.

The game, the initial offering from 
the startup Gemon, helps strengthen the 
upper back of people with disabilities or 
those recovering from an injury. The com-
pany aims to “game-ify” rehabilitation to 
relieve the tedium of staring at an exercise 
machine all day. Co-founders Tomer Yan-

nay and Ohad Doron are also creating a 
sensor that can be attached to any workout 
machine to transform the exercise into a 
game. Eventually, Yannay said, the games 
could even appear in health clubs.
Easy Stroll

Adira was eight months pregnant 
and about to become a single mother, 
but she had a problem: She couldn’t 
take her baby for a walk.

Adira is in a wheelchair and can’t 
push a stroller. She contacted Dana 
Yichye-Shwachman, a designer with 
Jonathan Bar-Or Industrial Design. 
Yichye-Shwachman responded with 
Easy Stroll, an aluminum attachment to 
the wheelchair’s footboard that latches 

June/July/August 2016

Support for thoSe in need

Parent Education Program (PEP)
State-mandated workshop for divorcing parents with children at JFS Stamford.  Fee is $125 
per person. Call for dates and to register at 203-324-3167.  

JFS Focus on K.I.D.S. 
For divorced or separated parents experiencing high conflict around parenting decisions. 
Teaches both parents strategies for communicating in a non-hostile manner.  For more 
information, contact Erika Garcia at 203-921-4161 or erikag@ctjfs.org.

JFS New Beginnings
Mondays from 7-8pm. Support group for separated or divorced at Westport JFS office, 431 Post 
Road East, Suite 11. To register, contact Nadja Streiter at
nstreiter@ctjfs.org.

DIVORCE & BEREAVEMENT

JFS Brain Fitness Pilot Program
Working with clients to improve brain function while aging in the client’s home. Contact 
Jami Shapiro Fenerat 203-921-4161 or jfener@ctjfs.org.

JFS Kosher Food Pantry and Winter Coat Collection
Non-perishable staples for those in need. Donations welcomed. Over the summer, JFS will 
be collecting clean, new and gently used adult and children’s coats. Please contact Rebekah 
Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org to arrange drop-off. For more informa-
tion, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

Let’s Talk
Thursdays at 11am.  Free at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Avenue.  Seniors talk about common in-
terests and concerns. Contact Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-487-0983 or cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org

SUPPORT

CARING FOR SENIORS
JFS Home Companion 
A program placing fully trained and vetted home companions and CNAs matched to the needs 
and specific circumstances of senior clients. Trained aides assist seniors with daily activities, 
chores, and socialization. Certified Nursing Assistants can provide personal care, toileting, and 
medication management. Services are provided hourly, daily or up to 24/7 at competitive rates. 
Full supervision by professional JFS staff. For more information contact Isrella Knopf, Director of 
Senior Services at JFS at 203-921-4161 or email at isrellak@ctjfs.org.

JFS Residential Cleaning
Employ professionally trained individuals to clean your home and at the same time help 
support Jewish Family Service. Rates lower or competitive than other service providers.  For 
more information, contact Jodi Maxner at 203-921-4161 or residentialcleaning@ctjfs.org. 

SNAP Enrollment Workshops
For adults 50 years and older and seniors. JFS will be providing information and screening for 
eligibility for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP-formerly food stamps). 
STAMFORD: The second Wednesday of every month at 2:30 pm in the Stamford office (733 
Summer Street, 6th Floor), WESTPORT: The second Tuesday of every month at 11:00 am in the 
Westport office (431 Post Road East). For additional information or to register, please contact 
Rebekah Kanefsky, JFS Case Manager at 203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

COUNSELING, MEDIATION & CRISIS
JFS For Children/ Adolescents Diagnosed With ADD/ADHD
Wednesday afternoons. Finding Your Focus with Dr. Lee Combrinck-Graham MD.  Service 
includes psychiatric evaluation, review of previous evaluations, family assessment, on-going 
support, and medication management. Qualifies for insurance reimbursement. For more 
information, contact Eve Moskowitz at 203-921-4161 or emoskowitz@ctjfs.org. 

JFS College Counseling 
Need help navigating the college admission and application process? Qualified, experienced 
assistance provided by Claire D. Friedlander, JFS College Consultant. Competitive fees. For 
more information, contact Claire Friedlander at 203-921-4161 or clairef@ctjfs.org. 

JFS Counseling
Qualified, licensed professionals provide counseling and psychotherapy to individuals, 
children, adolescents, families, couples and groups. For emotional support while 
unemployed, see Life Transitions below. Affordable fees, based on income; no one is “turned 
away”. Insurance accepted. For more information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

JFS Individuals / Families in Crisis
Comprehensive services. Assistance with basic necessities, housing, medical, social, legal and 
financial matters. Fees based on ability to pay. For more information, contact: Rebekah Kanefsky 
at 203- 921-4161 #128 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org. 

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING
JFS Computer Training Courses
Variety of courses - all levels, individuals or small groups. Nominal fee.  For more
information, contact Ilene Locker at 203-921-4161 or iklocker@ctjfs.org. 

JFS Life Transitions 
Wednesdays at 3:00 pm. Support group for the unemployed at the Stamford JFS office, 733
Summer Street, 6th Floor. For schedule, contact Nadja Streiter at nstreiter@ctjfs.org at 203-921-4161

JFS Seniors2Work 
Job Bank for age 50+. Lower Fairfield employers can list full / part time jobs for dedicated, 
skilled mature workers. No fees.  For more information, contact Ilene Locker or Jodi Maxner 
at 203-921-4161 or www.seniors2work.org

JFS Blended Families Workshops
Thursdays, June 9th, July 7th and August 4th, 7:00-8:00 pm at Stamford JFS office. A series 
of evening workshops, co-sponsored by BCDS and co-facilitated by Eve Moskowitz, Rebekah 
Kanefsky and Bob Abrams, Jewish Educator and patriarch of a successfully blended family. 
The workshops will focus on “blended families”, making co-parenting, step-parenting and 
parenting alone work for families. Free to the community. Light refreshments served. RSVP 
required at 203-921-4161 or email emoskowitz@ctjfs.org

JFS College: Getting There from Here 
Thursday, June 16th from 7-8 pm at the Stamford JFS office. Join college financial planning 
professionals discuss the options to pay for college.FREE and open to the community. To 
register, contact, Claire D. Friedlander at clairef@cjtfs.org or call 203-921-4161.

TAKING CARE OF YOURSELF IN RETIREMENT - HOW TO STAY HEALTHY, 
WEALTHY & WISE
Thursday, June 2nd at 7:00 pm at Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Ave., Stamford. Co-sponsored 
with the Stamford JCC, JFS will present Dr. Stephen Jones. MD, the keynote speaker to speak on 
“Living Long, Living Well,” followed by three break-out sessions: “Reinventing Yourself”, “Brain 
Fitness” and “Strategies for Financial Fitness”. Free to the community. For more information, 
contact Connie Freeman, JCC Director of Senior Adult Services at cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org. 

SPECIAL EVENTS
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The New Jewish Voice

Why I Care…
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. Indeed it is the only thing that 
ever has.” – Margaret Mead

By Brittany Cleary
One recent Sunday morning at 11 

o’clock, an ambulance pulled into 
the parking lot of the Chabad of 
Stamford. Fortunately, the lights and 
sirens were off; no medical emergen-
cy had precipitated its arrival. In the 
truck were members of the Greenwich 
Emergency Medical Services Explorer 
Post – a group of high school students 
from Greenwich along with their adult 
advisors – who came to show the am-
bulance to members of the Friendship 
Circle. Together, the two organizations 
organized a very special event for the 
individuals with special needs: a Touch-
a-Truck, something that gave pleasure 
to all participants.

As special needs individuals got 
the opportunity to climb aboard and 
learn about the workings of emergency 
medicine, the ambulance immediately 
became a fun and enriching vehicle, not 
an intimidating piece of equipment. 
Volunteers dressed in GEMS uniforms 
helped eager children get into the 
ambulance and explore the fascinating 
lights, supplies, and machinery. 

One particularly interested partic-
ipant, Ali, immediately went to the 
corner of the ambulance and started 
opening the drawers that contain 
oxygen masks. She and Explorer Post 
member Brittany Cleary, a Greenwich 
resident who helped organize the event 
and who is also a Friendship Circle 
volunteer, explored the different sizes 
of masks. Brittany showed her that the 
masks were not intimidating materials, 
but rather life saving equipment. Ali 
Cohen squealed in delight as volunteer 
Ana Heavey tried on an oxygen mask, 
laughing. After Ali (unwillingly) left the 
ambulance and let Scott enter, it was 
clear that Ali’s love of the ambulance 
was not an anomaly. Scott Mandel, 
who typically has difficulties in chang-
ing environments, happily sat down 

Friendship Circle Touches 
the Truck

on the bench seats in the truck and 
absorbed his new surroundings. With 
him was Max Berger who sat happily 
in the captain’s chair of the ambulance 
without difficulties. 

“The smile on the children’s faces 
as they explored the interior of the 
ambulance was infectious.” said Cha-
na Hellinger, the Friendship Circle 
program coordinator. “I especially 
loved that it was so hands-on; almost 
nothing was off limits!” Outside, Eli 
giddily laid on the stretcher and was 
showed how- with the push of a button- 
his comfortable seat could be raised 
and lowered.

Although the Explorer Post hosts 
many “Touch-a-Trucks” like the one at 
the Friendship Circle, after a few hours 
of interacting with the special needs 
children, everyone agreed that this 
Touch-a-Truck was something special 
and unique. “It was incredible to see 
the kids cautiously come onto the am-
bulance, but after spending a little time 
and learning more about the truck, 
be unwilling to leave.” Brittany said. 
Watching Ali, Scott, Max and Eli, along 
with their friends beam as they sat in 
the huge ambulance was a memorable 
experience for everyone involved. On 
their way out, the smiles and laughter 
confirmed for the Explorer Posts that 
more Friendship Circle Touch-a-Truck 
activities would surely come. Indeed, 
the shared experiences and joy from 
all involved participants created a full 
circle of friendship.

For more information on the 
Friendship Circle, or to be a part of it 
by offering services or activities like the 
above, visit www.FriendshipCT.com or 
call 203-329-0015, ext. 131. 

Brittany Cleary is an 11th-grader at 
Greenwich High School.

The Friendship Circle is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Max Berger gave a high five to Brittany Cleary as his buddy, Daniel Silverstein (far left), 
looked on. (Photo by Liat Feller)

Focus on: Lorraine Kweskin
By Jane Levene

Lorraine and her husband, 
David, were born and raised 
in the Stamford community. 
She has been a dedicated, 
well-known volunteer for all of 
her life. Here is why she cares.

Q. Describe your current 
and past involvement with 
UJF and how long you have 
been involved.

A. I’ve been involved with 
UJF forever, I think! I cur-
rently serve on the Board of 
Directors and have been serving on the 
board and Exec. Committee since 2003. 
I have served as president of Women’s 
Philanthropy for four terms, as Campaign 
Chair for two terms, and was a key player 
in the formation and implementation 
of the Strategic Plan. I served on the 
Allocations Committee in 2008 and the 
UJF Task Force formed in response to 
the change in professional leadership 
at Federation in 2012. David and I have 
participated in Israel Missions with the 
Stamford Community, as well as the 
Campaign Chair and Directors Missions 
for two years. I was also part of Women’s 
Division Mission to Romania and Israel.

Q. Describe what it is about the inter-
national involvement of the Federation 
system that inspires you?

A. From the first Mission David and 
I went on, I was totally taken by the 
international community! When we 
came home, I told David, “we have so 

Lorraine Kweskin

much, I am more than happy 
to share what we have with 
others who don’t have as 
much if it will make their lives 
better.” We’ve been sharing 
ever since. I am particularly 
concerned about the over-
seas community; they are not 
able to speak for themselves, 
we must represent them. I al-
ways think if my grandparents 
hadn’t left Russia and Germa-
ny, I would be the person who 
would need the help.

Q. Have you been involved with 
other Jewish organizations?

A. When I was first getting my volun-
teer experience I held many leadership 
positions in the Stamford Section of 
National Council of Jewish Women, 
including president. My involvement 
is also strong at the JCC where I have 
chaired the Women’s Seder, volun-
teered at JumpStart, was a past board 
member, a division head for Maccabi 
in 2006, co-chair of the Gala, and for 
the past four years, chair of the Visual 
Arts portion of the annual Arts and Film 
Festival. In 2012, with the passing of my 
mother, I organized the Sylvia Plotkin 
Memorial Mah Jongg Tournament. 
This has been a successful fund-raiser 
with the funds benefitting the JCC’s 
Senior Adult Program, which served 
as my mom’s home away from home. I 
have also served on the Board of Direc-
tors of Agudath Shalom, and organized 
and ran a successful Tag Sale.

Q. Are you also involved with the 
Greater Stamford community?

A. I have been a school readiness 
volunteer and a Stamford Hospital 
HAHA (Health And Humor Associates) 
clown. I’m also a member of the Steering 
Committee of the Back to School Shop, 
serving as co-chair of volunteers. The mis-
sion of the Back to School Shop, which 
partners with UJF and the Stamford 
public schools, is to provide disadvan-
taged elementary school children in the 
local community with new clothing and 
school supplies that will help build the 
confidence and enthusiasm they need 
for a successful start to the school year.

Q. Why is it important for you to 
give back in this way?

A. My parents were my mentors, es-
pecially my mother. My mother always 
wanted to work outside the home; in those 
days men were concerned it would look 
like they couldn’t support their family if 
their wife was working. So my mom got 
involved with volunteer work, Community 
Chest (Red Feather), Girl Scouts, Agudath 
Sholom (where she was the buyer, volun-
teer coordinator and sales person for their 
gift shop. The shop is now called Sylvia’s 
in her memory). She was also in charge 
of the Girl Scout cookie sales for lower 
Fairfield County. This is where my dad 
came in; he would allow the tractor trailer 
with all the cookies to unload the cookies 
at the family lumberyard. I’m sure it was 
disruptive to business, but he was happy 
to do it to support mom in her work! So, 
mom always did her volunteer work as if 
it were a paying job. I learned that lesson 
from her! In addition, when David and 
I first got married and joined Agudath 
Sholom, Rabbi Ehrenkranz called and 
invited us to be his guests to attend the 
annual dinner dance. He said he saw us 
as future leadership in the community. I 
have always remembered that and thought 
that now it is our responsibility to support 
the Jewish community and encourage 
younger people to become leaders.

that narrate nearly four centuries of 
African-American history, from the first 
slave ships to the first African-American 
president and beyond. 

At the time, the club was discussing 
African-American poetry in honor of 
Black History Month and was gearing 
up to read “Every Day Use” by Alice 
Walker, which discusses the family quilts 
of a southern African-American family. 
Kahn, who happens to be a docent 
at the museum, offered to give the 
students and their reading partners a 
personal tour.

In order not to miss the opportunity, 
the book club met at the Bruce Muse-
um, where members toured the exhibit 

and then spent time eating lunch and 
discussing their impressions of the 40 
different quilts that were exhibited.

“This was quite an extraordinary 
field trip,” Sokoloff said. “Despite their 
age difference, the book club members 
acted as peers and friends. The ability 
to have shared experiences has enabled 
us to bring this book club to a new level 
which we are excited to continue this 
year and next. It has been wonderful to 
watch the respect and admiration – in 
both directions – that has grown and 
developed over the course of this year.”

Carmel Academy is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
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Scenes from Israeli 
Memorial Day

Israelis stood beside the graves of Israeli soldiers at the Mount Herzl military cemetery in 
Jerusalem on Memorial Day, May 11. (Photo by Miriam Alster/Flash90)

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu laid a wreath during a Memorial Day ceremony at 
Israel’s Mount Herzl military cemetery on May 11. (Photo by Kobi Gideon/GPO/Flash90)

Israelis stood in silence in Rabin Square in Tel Aviv on the eve of Memorial Day, May 
10. (Photo by Miriam Alster/Flash90)

Taxi drivers stood still during a two-minute siren marking Memorial Day in Jerusalem 
on May 11. (Photo by Nati Shohat/Flash90)
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