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Community Gathers at Shabbat Across Stamford 
Just a few of the more than 400 attendees at the Second Annual Shabbat Across Stamford, sponsored by 
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien and the Stamford Board of Rabbis, 
which took place on March 4. The group gathered in the lobby of the Crowne Plaza Hotel for a candle-lighting 
ceremony, led by SAS Chair Shoshana Dweck, to welcome in the Sabbath. More photos appear on page 8.

New Citizenship Law has 
Jews Worldwide Flocking 
to Tiny Portugal City
By Cnaan Liphshiz

PORTO, Portugal (JTA) – Five years 
ago, this city’s tiny Jewish community was 
so strapped for cash it couldn’t afford 
to fix the deep cracks in its synagogue’s 
moldy ceiling. The Jewish community 
of Porto was also too poor to hire a full-
time rabbi because of its small size (50 
members) and the paucity of donors in 
a country gripped by a financial crisis. 
But in January, the community, situated 
200 miles north of Lisbon, showcased 
its stunning turn-around. Hosting the 
biggest event in its history, it drew hun-
dreds of guests from all over the world 
to the city’s newly opened kosher hotel 
and newly renovated synagogue. The 
community also has a new Jewish mu-

seum and mikvah ritual bath, and there 
are plans to build a kosher shop, Jewish 
kindergarten and school.

The money, community members 
say, came from a massive influx of Jewish 
tourists that coincided with the implemen-
tation of Portugal’s 2013 law of return for 
Sephardic Jews and their descendants. 
The law named the Porto community, 
founded by a handful of converts to Juda-
ism, one of two institutions responsible for 
vetting citizenship applications, providing 
the Jews in this little-known city of 230,000 
with tens of thousands of dollars in income 
and turning Porto into a destination for 
Jews from around the world.

“This law not only gave us new funds, 

On Wednesday, May 4, at 7 pm, 
at Temple Sinai, United Jewish 
Federation of Greater Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien in collabo-
ration with members of of the area 
synagogues  will come together to 
commemorate Yom Hashoah with 
a program that utilizes multiple art 
forms to express the emotions of 
survivors. “The Art of Survival” brings 
together film, audio and video clips, 
and spoken word for a program that 
will attempt to express the sadness, 
anger, hope and joy of survivors at 
the moment of liberation.

This year’s commemoration will also 
include an art exhibit with images from 
Yad Vashem, work by local students, 
poetry and photos, all of which will be 
on view from May 1-15 in the Temple 
Sinai Atrium and Social Hall. Children 
from Bi-Cultural Day School, Carmel 

The Art of Survival
Holocaust Remembrance Day 2016

Academy and the Jewish High School 
are invited to participate both in the art 
exhibit and in the evening commemo-
ration, along with cantors and rabbis 
from all the area synagogues.

“This year’s commemoration will 
take you through this dark chapter in 
human history using art, film, poetry 
and music,” said event chair Barbara 
Webski. “Seeing and hearing these 
expressions of the human spirit will 
leave an indelible impression that one 
truly won’t forget.”

In crafting this year’s communal 
event, Webski has poured through 
images from the various exhibits at 
Yad Vashem, and chose one of their 
traveling exhibits called “The Anguish 
of Liberation as Reflected in Art: 1945-
1947” as the basis for Stamford’s UJF 
Yom Hashoah observance. The art 

By Dora Salm
On February 25, Bi-Cultural Day 

School officially unveiled its Makerspace 
Lab to the school community. This 
culminated months of planning and 
preparation, and launched the school 
to the forefront of this modern educa-
tion movement, which seeks to blend 
learning innovation with cutting-edge 
technology and hands-on discovery.

The Makerspace Lab encourages 
discovery, collaboration and creation, 

The Future Arrives at Bi-Cultural
BCDS Unveils Makerspace Lab

melding DIY (do-it-yourself) methods 
with modern technology. Every part 
of the lab space is devoted to a distinct 
method of tinkering, from a full-scale 
Lego wall to a pegboard of traditional 
tools such as hammers and screwdrivers, 
to a corner for woodworking, to a bank of 
sewing machines and quilting supplies. 
In addition to tools and building mate-
rials, the lab features a new 3D printer 
attached to a standalone PC loaded with 
the most current 3D software.

Teachers Beth Fritz and Adrianne 
Robinson first introduced this national, 
STEAM-based initiative (science, tech-
nology, engineering, art and math) to the 
school, teaming together for months to 

At right: First-graders Eden Cohen and 
Sylvie Rosenberg looked at the Star Wars-
themed 3D object created in the newly-opened 
Makerspace Lab at Bi-Cultural. (Photo by 
Kathryn Danner)

See “Future” on page 9

See “Portugal” on page 19 See “Survival” on page 12
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Ellen Weber, 
UJF president

CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES

March 25 ...........6:54 pm
April 1 ...............7:02 pm
April 8 ...............7:09 pm
April 15 .............7:17 pm
April 22 .............7:24 pm
April 23 .... after 8:27 pm
 April 28 ............7:30 pm
April 29 .............7:31 pm
May 6 ................7:39 pm
May 13 ..............7:46 pm

the evening as we prayed, ate 
and learned together. Yasher 
koach to all!

Passover is just around the 
corner, with the first night on 
April 22. (Late, no?). Passover 
always makes me reflect on 
my seders growing up. “I 
hope and pray that our family 
will grow,” my Mom would 
always say. And this goal is 
no different than what we at 
Federation hope and pray for, 

as well. We want the Federation family 
of Stamford, New Canaan and Darien 
to grow so that we can serve Jews in 
need locally and globally, and provide 
all of you with opportunities to connect 
Jewishly. Federation offers programs 
like the Cardozo Law Affinity Group, 

President’s Message
We are Fa-Mi-Ly!

I love old movies from the ‘30s 
and ‘40s. One of my favorites is the 
Katherine Hepburn version of “Little 
Women.” The final scene when Ms. 
Hepburn’s character, Jo March, takes 
the professor (her love interest) by the 
hands and pulls him into her home 
to meet her warm, loving family is a 
moment that makes me cry every time.

Family. Its importance cannot be 
emphasized enough. 

At Federation, we see the power of 
our family – our Jewish community 
family – time and again. On February 
7, volunteers from local agencies, 
synagogues and United Jewish Fed-
eration assembled for the kickoff of 
Federation’s 2016 Better Together 
Annual Campaign. The event attracted 
volunteers of all ages from children 
to teenagers to adults, who gathered 
together with the common goal of a 
successful campaign launch.

And, that it was. By the end of 
the day over $330,000 was pledged. 
Thanks to all who made phone calls, 
stuffed envelopes, counted pennies 
and more. Your photos are displayed 
with prominence and gratitude in 
the centerfold of this New Jewish 
Voice issue.

And, thanks to you, our donors, 
who responded positively when you 
received the call.

On Friday, March 4, our community 
family celebration continued when 

more than 400 people par-
ticipated in a spirited Com-
mUNITY Shabbat Across 
Stamford, sponsored by 
Federation and the Stamford 
Board of Rabbis. Accord-
ing to the National Jewish 
Outreach Program, which 
created Shabbat Across 
America and Canada, of the 
590 communities participat-
ing in 45 U.S. states and in 
six Canadian provinces, UJF 
of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien was one of only two locations 
where Jews of all religious backgrounds 
– affiliated and unaffiliated – celebrat-
ed Shabbat together under one roof. 
The feeling of camaraderie and pride 
in our community was felt throughout 

the Rothchild Business Affinity Group, 
Women’s Philanthropy Chapter Two 
and the PJ Library so that you can find 
a way to participate that is meaningful 
to you. When you see a Federation pro-
gram that you think a friend or family 
member might be interested in, please 
spread the word.

I will be off to Israel at the end of 
March, and will be participating in the 
Partnership Together 20th Anniversary 
celebration. I will also visit our sister city 
of Afula and will have an opportunity 
to see, firsthand, the impact of our 
support. I look forward to sharing that 
information with you upon my return.

A happy and healthy Passover to 
you all.

All the best,
Ellen Weber

Carmel Honors Stamford Couple for 
Leadership and Volunteerism
By Julie Lapin

Carmel Academy announced that it 
will honor Dana and Stuart Roth at its 
annual Erev Tov Celebration on Sun-
day, April 3, at the Brae Burn Country 
Club in Purchase, NY.

The Stamford couple, whose chil-
dren Micayla and Evan are students at 
Carmel Academy, are being recognized 
for their outstanding leadership and 
volunteerism with the school’s Hineni 
Award, which translates to “I am here!”

“We have been blessed with Dana 
and Stuart’s dedication, support and 
leadership since their arrival at our 
school in 2008. They are true role mod-
els for our community; they embrace 
the values we stand for and they work 
tirelessly on behalf of our school. Dana, 
Stuart, Micayla and Evan are integral 
members of our community and we 
are privileged to honor their commit-
ment to Carmel Academy,” said Head 
of School Nora Anderson.

“As president of Carmel’s Parent 
Association Council, Dana has been 
a true inspiration for our parents and 
has often provided the impetus for 

L-r: Stuart and Dana Roth with their children, Evan and Micayla. The Stamford couple 
is being honored by Carmel Academy at the school’s annual Erev Tov Celebration.

See “Leadership” on page 7

others to get involved in building our 
CA parent community. She makes 
everyone who meets her feel part of 
our community, and she welcomes 
new members with warmth and open 
arms,” Anderson said.

“Stuart’s guidance and expertise has 
helped position our school as a lead-
er in Jewish and secular education,” 
Anderson said. “Stuart is a dedicated 
member of our Board of Trustees, and 
works to ensure that people understand 
Carmel Academy’s unique education 
and philosophy as the chairman of 
the board’s Strategic Marketing and 
Branding Committee.”

The Roths’ commitment to volun-
teerism extends past Carmel Academy 
into the Greater Stamford community. 
Dana is a longtime board member of the 

Stamford JCC Center Women, and they 
are both involved with this upcoming 
summer’s JCC Maccabi Games. Stuart, 
an avid basketball player, is the Maccabi 
Game’s basketball co-commissioner, 
and Dana is co-chairing the committee 
that oversees the athletes’ arrivals and 
departures. The Roth family are also 
members of Temple Beth El.

The Erev Tov festivities, which 
includes cocktails and dinner, is an 
evening of community celebration 
for current parents, alumni, faculty 
and school supporters. This year, in 
addition to the Roths, the school is 
awarding longtime Carmel teacher and 
Westport resident Hilary Machlis with 
the Leadership Award. Receiving the 
school’s Community Award are Rabbi 

Deadlines for articles
The deadlines for the next three issues of The New Jewish Voice are:

Monday, March 28 ................................................................................... May
Monday, May 2 ........................................................................................ June

Send New Jewish Voice article submissions to Sandy Golove at sandy@ujf.
org marked “Stamford Voice” in the subject line. Expect an acknowledge-
ment; please re-send if you do not receive one.

COMMUNITY NEWS

By Dora Salm
On Monday, 

May 30, at the 
Greenwich Hy-
att Hotel at 5:30 
pm, Bi-Cultural 
Day School will 
celebrate its 60th 
birthday by hon-
oring a group of 
dedicated com-
munity members 
and a member 
of its faculty at the annual Bi-Cultural 
Day School Celebration Dinner. Seven 
people will be recognized for their 
involvement, contribution and dedica-
tion to the school. The following are 
the honorees for this year’s celebration: 
Guests of Honor – Hillary and Robert 

Temple Sinai of Stamford will host 
An Evening of Gratitude, on Saturday, 
April 30, beginning at 6:30 pm, at Tem-
ple Sinai. This year’s gala will honor two 
pillars of the community, Nan and Paul 
Gordon, and will celebrate honorary 
gala hosts Liz and Seth Diamond. 

The event will include cocktails and 
dinner, silent and live auctions, and 
entertainment. The annual gala raises 
funds to support spiritual, educational 
and social programming for Temple 
Sinai and the community at large.

Nan and Paul Gordon have been 
active Temple Sinai members since 
1986. Nan has participated on numer-
ous temple committees, including the 
Executive Committee, and has been an 
officer of Temple Sinai’s Sisterhood. 
She also serves in the community as an 
officer of the Women’s Philanthropy 
of United Jewish Federation. Together, 
Nan and Paul represent Temple Sinai 
on the Stamford Interfaith Refugee 
Settlement Initiative. Paul, a past 
president of Temple Sinai, served nine 
years on the Executive Committee 
and has been a member of numerous 

Bi-Cultural Announces 2016 Celebration

Robert and Hillary Zitter Kori and Bill Meyers

Robyn WinarskyAmiram SoiferSally Olson

Zitter; Keter Torah Award – Kori and 
Bill Meyers; Young Leadership Award 
– Robyn Winarsky; Alumnus of the 
Year – Amiram Soifer; and Jane Shoz-
tic Memorial Award for Excellence in 
Teaching – Sally Olson.

See “Celebration” on page 4 

An Evening with JFS

Linda Russ and Sandy SpeterIris Morrison

By Lynn Saltz
On Sunday, May 

15, Jewish Family 
Service will present 
An Evening with 
JFS, honoring Lin-
da Russ and Sandy 
Speter, recipients 
of the 37th Annual 
Mitzvah Awards. 
The event and the 
Eighth Annual 
Auction will take 
place at Temple Beth El, at 5:30 pm, 
in Stamford.

Special recognition will be given 
to JFS Associate Executive Director 
Iris Morrison, who will be leaving the 
agency this spring to return to Israel. 
This year’s event is co-chaired by Meryl 
Japha, Liz Kitay and Janet Welkovich. 

Speter joined Hadassah more than 

30 years ago, and has since served for 
three years as president of the Gladys 
Zales group and three years as co-pres-
ident of the Stamford Chapter. She is 
currently VP of fund-raising for the 
Connecticut Region. Speter sat on 
the Board of Trustees of Bi-Cultural 
Day School for 10 years and worked 

See “Evening” on page 5

Temple Sinai – An Evening 
of Gratitude

Temple Sinai honorees Nan and Paul 
Gordon

Temple Sinai honorary gala hosts Seth and 
Liz DiamondSee “Sinai” on page 4

203.883.4457                  Call Today for New Patient Special O
ers!
1500 Summer St., Stamford, CT

Most insurance accepted for adolescents with no out-of-pocket expense for check-ups*
*As long as you are eligible, have met all deductibles, have bene�ts remaining and your plan is UCR or equivalent.

Board Certi�ed Dentists and Orthodontists
for Children and Adolescents!

Dental Care Kids
Open 7 Days A Week!

IV sedation for high fear & special needs children

www.DentalCareKids.com www.DentalCareOrthodontics.com
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Happy Passover!
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Congregationד״סב
Mishkan Israel

“Why is this night
di�erent from all other
nights of the year?”

Make this Passover really different...
Come and join us for the traditional 

Seders, and taste true freedom!

April 22nd & 23rd at
Mishkan Israel

77 MT Pleasant Dr., Trumbull, CT 06611
℡203-268-0740,

mishkanisrael@aol.com
MEALS AND SEDERS ARE FREE OF CHARGE!
Call/Click today to make your FREE reservation
Limited space, CALL TODAY - DON’T DELAY!

THE ONE AND ONLY SYNAGOGUE
IN EASTON CONNECTICUT SINCE 1964
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“Our school has provided an excel-
lent Jewish and general education to so 
many children over the past six decades 
and has always been a pioneer in inno-
vative and enriching educational pro-
grams. As a result of our talented and 
dedicated staff who show great energy 
and passion, we continue to win awards 
and grants from prestigious agencies 
and foundations, while reaching hearts 
and teaching minds each and every 
day,” said Jackie Herman, Bi-Cultural’s 
principal and head of school.

“In addition to our outstanding 
faculty, we also recognize that we could 
never have achieved this level of success 
without the commitment, strength and 

ruach of our lay leadership and the 
many special parents and community 
members who support our efforts in 
many different ways. On the auspicious 
occasion of Bi-Cultural’s 60th anniversa-
ry, we are proud and fortunate to pay 
tribute and extend our appreciation as 
a community to this year’s honorees,” 
Herman added

The Bi-Cultural Celebration Dinner 
is an annual event and is a gathering of 
current and past parents, alumni and 
community members to celebrate the 
achievements of the school.

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Celebration Continued from page 3

temple committees. He is currently 
vice president of Jewish Family Service, 
and has served the Jewish community 
as an officer of the JCC, the UJF and 
the Jewish Community Endowment 
Foundation.

Liz and Seth Diamond have been 
members of Temple Sinai since 2011, 
and say they were attracted to the tem-
ple by the warmth and involvement of 
the congregation. In those five years, 
they have gone from hosting grade 
level religious school activities to sitting 
on the Board of Trustees, chairing the 
Religious School Committee, working 
on the redesign of the temple website, 
serving on the Educator Search Com-
mittee and more. Most of all, Liz and 
Seth, along with their three children, 
say they enjoy contributing to the spirit 

Sinai Continued from page 3

and energy of Temple Sinai.
Temple President Gloria Skigen 

said, “We are so excited to have the op-
portunity to celebrate and honor Nan 
and Paul Gordon and the tremendous 
contributions they have made to our 
congregation and the Stamford Jewish 
community. The Diamonds represent 
Temple Sinai’s next generation. Their 
energy and joy in volunteering within 
our community creates tremendous 
excitement for our future.” 

A limited number of seats are still 
available for An Evening of Gratitude. 
To reserve seats, or to place a tribute 
ad in honor of the Gordons or the Dia-
monds, or for more information about 
Temple Sinai’s Gala, contact Shelly 
Welfeld at Temple Sinai at 203-322-1649 
or assistant@templesinaistamford.org.

By Michael Feldstein
Shuli Taubes, an instruc-

tor of Judaic studies at SAR 
High School, will headline a 
morning of Torah learning 
at Young Israel of Stamford 
on Sunday, April 10. 

Her topic that she will 
present, in preparation for 
the Passover holiday, is “You 
Were Strangers in the Land 
of Egypt: A Redemptive 
Reflection on ‘Strangers’ 
in Judaism.” The program will begin 
at 8:15 am with morning services, 
followed by a breakfast. Taubes will 
deliver her presentation at 9:45 am.

During the talk, there will be 
concurrent  programming for 
youngsters 5-12 years old led by 
Isaiah Rothstein, the synagogue’s 
youth director, and Leah Shemtov 
of Chabad of Stamford.

“We are pleased to once again 
sponsor a morning of Torah learning, 
which will be open to both children 
and adults in our community,” said 
Eliezer Silverman, who chairs the Torah 

Strangers in the Land of Egypt
Shuli Taubes Comes to Young Israel 

Shuli Taubes

Committee at Young Israel of 
Stamford, which is organiz-
ing the program. “This type of 
program has been extremely 
successful in the past, and 
we hope it will attract a wide 
spectrum of people from the 
entire Jewish community.”

There is no charge for 
the program, which will 
be held at Young Israel, 69 
Oaklawn Ave.

Taubes, who has appeared 
in Stamford several times before, 
teaches both Tanach and Jewish phi-
losophy to her students at SAR High 
School. She received her bachelor’s 
degree from Barnard College and her 
master’s degree from Harvard Divinity 
School with a focus on philosophy of 
comparative religions. 

“We are very fortunate to be able to 
bring Shuli Taubes back to our com-
munity,” said Silverman. “She is one 
of the rising superstars in the Jewish 
education community, and a crowd 
favorite here in Stamford. She is ener-
getic, enthusiastic and knowledgeable 

about her subject matter, and she brings 
passion and excitement to everything 
that she teaches. It’s no surprise that 
if you ask SAR students who their 
favorite teacher is, most of them will 
name Shuli.”

The Torah Committee at Young 

Israel of Stamford was started almost 
a decade ago when the synagogue ini-
tiated a campaign to raise money for a 
new Torah scroll. The proceeds from 
the fund-raising effort have been used 
to fund Torah education programs for 
the entire community.

By Elissa Kaplan
Recognize this 

iconic picture? 
What does Albert 
Einstein have to 
do with the Jewish 
Historical Society? 
The connection 
can be discovered 
on Sunday, April 3, 
at 1 pm, as part of 
a Membership Appreciation Event for 
JHS members and volunteers, includ-
ing a welcome reception for prospective 
JHS members and the community, 
held at The Conservative Synagogue, 
30 Hillspoint Rd., Westport. For new 
members, the suggested minimum 
donation is $36. Catered refreshments 
will be served.

Peter Stein will pay tribute to his fa-
ther, photographer Fred Stein, who was 
rescued by Varian Fry from the Nazis in 
Paris. Fred Stein is well known for his 
penetrating portraits. With his camera, 
he captured many famous personalities 
of his era, such as Hannah Arendt, 
Willem de Kooning, Bertolt Brecht, 
Marlene Dietrich, Norman Mailer, El-
eanor Roosevelt, Salvador Dali, Nikita 
Khrushchev, David Ben-Gurion and 
many others.

From November 2013 to May 2014, 
The Jewish Museum of Berlin exhibited 
Germany’s first retrospective of Stein’s 
work. More than 130 black-and-white 
photos were displayed, presenting 

In an Instant
The Life and Photographs of Fred Stein

Albert Einstein Peter Stein

street views of Par-
is and New York, 
along with the fa-
mous portraits.

Stein is an Amer-
ican cinematog-
rapher who has 
worked as the di-
rector of photog-
raphy on almost 
50 feature films in 

the areas of comedy, horror and doc-
umentaries. Three of his best known 
films are “Friday the 13th Part 2,” “Pet 
Sematary” and “Necessary Roughness.” 
Another of his credits is the docu-
mentary” A Midwife’s Tale” for PBS’ 
“American Experience.” In 1999, he 
was invited to join the American Society 
of Cinematographers. He has taught 
at SUNY Purchase and The School of 
Visual Arts in addition to lecturing 
at many universities. Besides being 
on the NYU graduate faculty, he has 
served as head of production. Stein is 
currently working on a documentary 
film for American Public Television 
about his father. 

To register for the event, call 203-321-
1373, ext. 150, or e-mail info@jhsfc-ct.
org. For more information about the 
Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield 
County, visit its website www.jhsfc-ct.org.

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield 
County is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

on its auction for 18 years, chairing it for four. She 
also served on the Board of Directors of Westches-
ter Hebrew High School for two years. Many other 
organizations have benefitted from Speter’s efforts, 
including the JCC’s Zahal Shalom program, JFS’ Rus-
sian Resettlement Program and the Chabad House 
of Stamford. This is Speter’s seventh year working on 
the JFS auction – two as co-chair and four as chair.

Russ served on the Bi-Cultural Day School Board of 
Trustees for eight years, on the Executive Committee 
for five and currently serves as VP. She joined the Board 
of Directors of UJA/Federation Westport-Weston-Wil-
ton-Norwalk six years ago, serving as board co-chair 
and chair during that period. Russ remained on as 
co-chair through its merger with the Eastern Fairfield 
UJA when they became the Federation of Jewish Philan-
thropy of Upper Fairfield County. She is a graduate 
of United Jewish Federation’s Behrend Institute for 
Leadership, a lifetime member of Hadassah and a 
member of AIPAC’s Capitol and Congressional Clubs. 
In the past, she served for four years on the board of 
The Conservative Synagogue in Westport. 

For the past 11 years, Morrison has served as JFS’ 
associate executive director. She has been dedicated to 
helping create ties and partnerships between JFS, other 
agencies, lay leadership, individual donors and congre-
gations. With her organizational skills and attention to 
detail, Morrison oversaw the day-to-day operations of JFS, 
helping to raise the bar on efficient functioning of the 
agency. She edited the agency’s newsletter, coordinated 
the agency’s re-accreditation process three times, and 
supervised Performance Quality Improvement activities. 
Since she has been at JFS, Morrison has been the force 
behind An Evening with JFS, and also brought her skills 
to bear for the Saul Cohen-JFS Lecture. 

An Evening with JFS will offer a relaxed dinner 
and both a silent and live auction. Items will include 
theater tickets, Disney park tickets, Judaica, jewelry, 
art, vacations and Yankee tickets. Speter will be dou-
bling as honoree and auction chair.

For more details or to attend, call JFS at 203-921-
4161or visit www.ctjfs.org. 

Jewish Family Service is a recipient agency of United Jewish 
Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Lynn Saltz is the JFS marketing and communications 
coordinator.

Evening Continued from page 3

JHSC Gala Highlights Family Legacy

Mimi Cohen’s Sephardic grandfather, Avraham Castel, was 
sent from Hebron in 1921 to be the first rabbi at the premier 
synagogue opened in Portugal after the Inquisition. He is 
shown here presiding at a wedding.

On Sunday, May 8, the Jewish High School 
of Connecticut will honor Mimi Cohen and 
the Sephardic heritage and culture of her 
historic family at their annual gala. Gala Host 
Committee Chair Betty Steinberg notes that 
“throughout her life, Mimi has been inspired 
by and has drawn on the experiences and 
legacy of her illustrious family. Her lifelong 
commitment to the Jewish community, 
Jewish education and Jewish art is a direct 
outgrowth of her family legacy.”

Cohen’s family was a mix of traditions. 
Her father had an Ashkenazic background, while her 
mother was the daughter of the Sephardic chief rabbi 
of Portugal. Cohen noted during a recent interview: 
“As I looked back at our family history to learn more 
about my Sephardic heritage, including translating 
some of the works of my great-grandfather, Eliyahu 
Mani, chief rabbi of Hebron in the early 1800s, I 
realized that my mother incorporated a number of 
Sephardic traditions into our lives.. including putting 
the mezuzah on the inside of the door.” 

Cohen explained this will not be a typical gala. There 
will be a Sephardic art show curated by the Fernando 

Mimi Cohen

Luis Alvarez Gallery. Proceeds from the art 
sales will go to JHSC. The evening will also 
include a film by Elena Lefkowitz. The film 
draws upon Cohen’s family roots and showcas-
es the power of personal heritage “in action” 
through the activities of JHSC students.

JHSC Head of School Rabbi Elisha Paul 
observed that it is “precisely this under-
standing of one’s roots and building on 
the foundation of one’s family legacy that 
is the cornerstone of our education at the 
Jewish High School of Connecticut.

The honoree herself echoed this sentiment: “Jewish 
roots, values and traditions guided my life journey, which 
I experienced at home, my Jewish high school and 
community. I am thrilled to be honored by JHSC, as we 
reflect upon the power of heritage, legacy and mission 
of drawing upon our toots to grow strong Jewish lives.”

The event will take place at Temple Beth El in 
Stamford at 5 pm. For more information, contact 
Sarah Rich at 203-357-0850 or srich@jhsct.org.

The Jewish High School of Connecticut is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien.

PASSOVER GREETINGS
 FROM

 •  2 0 3 . 5 0 4 . 8 8 8 8  •  
B U L L ’ S  H E A D  P L A Z A

59 HIGH RIDGE RD. , STAMFORD, CT 06905

 •  2 0 3 . 2 9 2 . 9 7 8 8  •  
3381 POST RD. , SOUTHPORT, CT 06890

" . . . the best I srae l i food outs ide of Israe l . "

J U D I T H  R O L L ,  C H E F / O W N E R

TABOULIGRILL.COM~INFO@TABOULIGRILL.COM
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bits and pieces

UJF Tribute Cards are a 
wonderful way to connect 

with your family and friends 
and mark any occasion while 
supporting the extraordinary 

work of  UJF.  To send a tribute, 
go to www.ujf.org.

New Around Town

JEEP* tracks: musings on 
education and engagement

By Sandy Golove
To submit infor-

mation to Bits and 
Pieces, call 321-
1373, ext. 107, or 
e-mail me at sandy@
ujf.org.
MAZEL TOV TO 
GROWING FAMILIES:

Chana and Dovid Chavkin on the 
birth of a son; grandparents are Joyce 
and Barry Chavkin.

Lauren and Zev Holzman on the 
birth of a son, Davin Andrew Holzman; 
grandmother is Karen Holzman. 

Rachel and Gavin Kaimowitz on the 
birth of a son; grandparents are Alan 
Kaimowitz and Roslyn Beekman and 
Vikki Shields.

Erica and William Kraypohl on the 
birth of a daughter; grandparents are 
Judith and Bob Amster.

Laura and Daniel Moreno on the 
birth of a son, Jack Dylan Moreno; 
grandparents are Shelley Taylor and 
David Swerdloff.

Dana and Rocky Vera on the birth 
of a son, Marcus Alejandro Vera; 
grandparents are Evelyn and Bruce 
Kahn. 

By Cantor Marcia 
Lane

There is a tradi-
tion that Jews don’t 
count people, we 
count ears and di-
vide by two! Or we 
count half-shekel 
coins. Or we use the 
words in a standard sentence to see if 
we have a minyan! But we are not sup-
posed to count people, because bad 
things happen when we count people 
as if they were a commodity. It has been 
pointed out that the first thing tyrants 
do when they plot the destruction of 
the Jewish people is count us.

Of course, there are good reasons 
to count people – like when you are 
trying to plan your Passover seder or 
when you buy tickets for an event, but 
on the whole, we are advised not to 
count actual people. We do, however, 
count time. Everyone who knows the 
Passover song “Who Knows One?” can 
tell you that seven are the days of a week 
and eight are the days to a bris and nine 
are the months to a child’s birth!

We count four special Shabbatot, each 
with its own special reading, leading up 
to Passover. Each one of these Torah 
readings serves to connect us with the 
calendar and with our shared history. 
On Shabbat Shekalim, we learn about 
the half-shekel offering to be given by 
every individual age 20 and up. The coins 
serve two purposes; they give an accurate 
count of the people and they will be used 
for the upkeep of the Tabernacle – later 
the Temple. The Torah instructs us: 

Jordan Soffer, Carmel Rabbi-In-Residence
Carmel Academy has appointed Jordan Soffer as the school’s 

rabbi-in-residence.
Soffer, who will join Carmel Academy’s faculty in August, 

will enrich the Carmel community’s Jewish learning and living 
through new programming and classroom teaching. He will 
oversee the school’s t’fillah (prayer) curriculum and collaborate 
with the faculty to further promote Carmel Academy’s vision 
and commitment to pluralistic Jewish education. In addition, 
he will be involved in community outreach to enrich family 
and adult Jewish experience.

Soffer graduated from University of Wisconsin with degrees 
in religion and Jewish education. He continued his studies at 
Yeshivat Maaleh Gilboa, Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies and Mechon Hadar. 
He is currently finishing his final year of rabbinical school at Yeshivat Chovevei 
Torah, while simultaneously completing a master’s degree in education at Ye-
shiva University. He will receive his rabbinic ordination this May. Soffer has a 
experience working with Jewish youth, including working at Ramah Day Camp 
in Nyack for 10 years most recently serving as program director.

“Jordan brings to Carmel Academy a background which reflects the religious 
diversity of our school, a thoughtfulness that matches our philosophy and a 
personality that is truly inspirational to everyone he meets,” said Head of School 
Nora Anderson.

MAZEL TOV TO:
Marjory and Bob Abrams, Sally 

Wasserman and Henry Hecht, and 
Harold Abrams and Rita Edelston on 
the marriage of Isabelle Abrams and 
Benjamin Jacobson. 

Fred Springer on receiving the 
Chesed Award at The Friendship Circle 
Evening of Appreciation.
MAZEL TOV TO B’NAI MITZVAH:

Avichai Jeiger, son of Danielle and 
Rabbi Yehuda Jeiger
CONDOLENCES TO:

Stephen Alpert on the loss of his 
father, Nelson Alpert.

Rosalind Carlin on the loss of her 
brother, Elias Silkes.

Richard Chargar on the loss of his 
mother, Eleanor Chargar.

Beth Cooper, Nadine Hertz Rosenz-
weig and Rosanna Hertz on the loss of 
their mother, Sydell “Syd” Hertz.

Hillel Disraelly, Deena Disraelly and 
Ari Disraelly on the loss of his wife and 
their mother, Barbi Disraelly.

Claudia Ganis on the loss of her 
father, Robert Harris.

Harrison Ganz on the loss of his 
father, Arnold Ganz.

Grecia Gross on the loss of her hus-
band, Ronald Gross.

Susan Holzman on the loss of her 
brother, Herbert Snipper.

Eric Jankelovits on the loss of his 
mother, Erna Jankelovits.

Cynthia Lyon Marinstein on the loss 
of her mother, Merna Lyon.

Ilya Molodetsky and Nina Molo-
detsky on the loss of his wife and her 
mother, Olga Molodetsky.

What Counts Can’t Be Counted

Jordan Soffer

“The rich shall not pay more, nor the 
poor pay less than half a shekel.” Clearly, 
this is a case where every person counts 
for the same amount. Rich or poor, we 
are all “valued” the same and everyone 
must contribute.

On the Shabbat before Purim we 
read Parshat Zachor – the portion of 
remembrance. We remember what 
Amalek did to us. He is traditionally 
thought of as the ancestor of Haman 
and of all those who plot evil against 
the Jews. But interestingly, the Torah 
reading also points out that Amalek 
attacked from the rear and was thus 
able to pick off the elderly and the weak. 
Perhaps we should also remember to 
protect the most vulnerable among 
us, to keep them surrounded by love 
and care, and by the strongest. We are 
responsible for each other.

The strangest of all is Shabbat Parah, 
the Shabbat of the red heifer. Or, as 
one of my teachers called it, “Holy Cow 
Shabbat!” The convoluted ritual of the 
sacrifice of this pure red heifer is part 
of the process of purification leading up 
to Passover, to redemption. For us, this 
Shabbat reminds us to purge our homes 
of chametz and to purge our hearts of 
pride. All of us were slaves, all of us stood 
at Sinai, all of us need to be forgiven.

The Shabbat that announces Nisan 
is called Hachodesh: The Month. We 
celebrate redemption, we celebrate 
our peoplehood. We say, “All who are 
hungry, come and eat!” May we all make 
our donations to UJF and to Mazon so 
that we can fulfill our obligation and 
celebrate our wealth as a community! 

Nat Samberg on the loss of his 
brother, Rabbi Yoseph Yitzchak 
Samberg.

Marjorie Schwartz on the loss of her 
husband, Lewis Schwartz.

Marge Shameer, Danny Shameer and 
Sherry Cohen on the loss of her sister 
and their aunt, Judy Inger.

Meta Willis on the loss of her grand-
daughter, Ayla Miethner.

Basketball Coach Takes 
Program to New Heights
The Jewish High School of Connecticut ran a basketball 
scrimmage with Coach Johnny Halpert (pictured at right), 
former longtime Yeshiva University basketball coach. Halpert 
is consulting with JHSC to help take their athletic program to 
the next level of excellence. Rabbi Elisha Paul, JHSC head of 
school, mentioned that there are many great basketball coaches 
and there are even some great Jewish basketball coaches, but 
there are few, if any, that can match Halpert’s ability to mold 
the character of young people as a mentor role model in addition 
to imparting basketball wisdom. 

A magical evening is on tap for Satur-
day, April 2, when mentalist Ryan Oakes 
will appear at the Stamford Jewish Com-
munity Center for an evening of “Martinis 
and Magic.”

Oakes is a professional sleight-of-hand 
artist, and the youngest person ever to win 
the Society of American Magician’s Nation-
al Magic Competition, one of the highest 
honors in magic. According to Forbes 
FYI, “Ryan Oakes is the hottest magician 
working today.”

Several years ago, Oakes put a degree in 
psychology from the University of Pennsyl-
vania to good use when he co-starred in “The Real 

Martinis and Magic Mark Annual Tzahal Shalom Fund-raiser

Mentalist Ryan 
Oakes

Hustle,” a television series that demon-
strated how con artists use psychology, 
sleight-of-hand and technology to swindle 
innocent people.

The occasion of his appearance in 
Stamford is a fund-raiser for the JCC 
Tzahal Shalom Program. Now in its 39th 
year in Stamford, Tzahal Shalom, orga-
nized by the Jewish Community Center 
in cooperation with the Friends of the 
Israeli Defense Forces, brings active-duty 
Israeli officers to Stamford each year for a 
cross-cultural encounter with the commu-
nity. The primary goal of the program is 

to deepen mutual understanding and strengthen 
the unity of the Jewish people. Americans and Is-
raelis are given opportunities to learn about each 
other and their societies, person-to-person, while 
building lasting relationships and a profound sense 
of extended family.

Each year the visiting officers make connections 
with well over 1,000 adults and children. This year’s 
program will run from March 27 to April 3, and orga-
nizers expect to reach an even greater audience with 
the program, which is funded entirely through the 
generosity of individuals in the community. Tzahal 
Shalom was created to give the broader community an 
opportunity to experience a powerful and important 
connection with Israel.

Co-chairing this year’s Tzahal Shalom visit are 
Karen Cowit, Marcy Kurzman and Hope Levensohn. 

Serving on the Martinis and Magic event committee 
are Beth Baer, Karen Malkin, Lisa Popper, Ivy Schil-
dkraut and Sharon Yudell.

Tickets to Martinis and Magic are $75 per person, 
or $750 to reserve a table for 10, and attendees must 
be 18 years or older. A dairy dessert will be served 
and dietary laws will be observed.

The Stamford JCC is located at 1035 Newfield 
Ave., at the intersection of Vine Road.

Register online at stamfordjcc.org, in person at 
the JCC welcome desk, or by calling 203-322-7900. 
For more information, contact Nancy Schiffman at 
203-487-0941 or nschiffman@stamfordjcc.org, or 
visit stamfordjcc.org.

The Jewish Community Center is a recipient agency of 
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien.

 JCC Positive Parenting Lecture
On Thursday, April 14, at 7:30 pm, the Jewish Com-

munity Center lecture series “Raising Today’s Kids” 
will present a lecture on “Positive Parenting” with 
Julia Trebing, Psy.D. Trebing will discuss techniques 
to help parents improve family life in a complicated, 
stressful world.

Admission is $12 per person, $10 for JCC members. 
For more information, contact JCC Sara Walker Nursery 
School Curriculum Coordinator Sandi Waldstreicher 
at 203-322-6541 or swaldstreicher@stamfordjcc.org. 

The Jewish Community Center is a recipient agency of 
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien.

Yossi and Maryashie Deren of the Greenwich Chabad.
“Our Mission Statement concludes with: ‘Our fac-

ulty models it….our students live it!’ Hilary Machlis 
has made this statement true for 12 years. Walking 
into Hilary’s classroom means entering a world of 
learning that is inspiring, exciting and always new,” 
Anderson said. “Since the founding of Carmel 
Academy, Rabbi Yossi and Maryashie have been 
extraordinary supporters of our school.

“The dedication and leadership of all our honor-
ees play a large part in Carmel Academy’s success,” 
Anderson said. “We are honored to recognize their 
hard work, support and commitment.”

For more information about Erev Tov or to place 
a journal ad, visit www.carmelacademy.com.

Carmel Academy is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien.

Leadership Continued from page 2

Best wishes
for a joyous

Passover!

www.jhsfc.org
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Each table had a challah cover created under the guidance of Morah Leah Shemtov by 
Bi-Cultural Day School/Congregation Agudath Sholom seventh-graders and children in 
the Chabad Kids Club, JCC Teens, Temple Beth El Religious School and Temple Sinai’s 
Schiff Tichon Sinai Program.

Community Unites at Shabbat Across Stamford
Shabbat Across Stamford 2016 was 

a celebration of unity in the Stamford 
Jewish community. Approximately 400 
people came together at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel for Shabbat services, a 
festive meal, and to be inspired by the 
words of the scholar-in-residence Ruth 
Messinger, president of American Jew-
ish World Service. Messinger also visited 
the Jewish High School of Connecticut, 
and shared with students stories of 
her own journey and her work to end 
global poverty.

With guidance from Morah Leah 

Shemtov, each table had a centerpiece 
of a Kiddush cup, decorated by students 
from Bi-Cultural Day School, and a 
challah cover created by Bi-Cultural 
Day School/Congregation Agudath 
Sholom seventh-graders, Chabad Kids 
Club, JCC Teens, Temple Beth El Reli-
gious School and Temple Sinai’s Schiff 
Tichon Sinai Program. This was the 
second year of Shabbat Across Stam-
ford, but it also marked the 20th year of 
Shabbat Across America/Canada, the 
flagship program of National Jewish 
Outreach Program. 

Cantor Magda Fishman of Temple Beth El, Mara Hammerman and Carol Brewer (Photos 
by Lee Peskin)

Principal of Bi-Cultural Day School Jackie Herman with Benjamin and Olivia Herman

Cantor Marcia Lane, UJF director of education and engagement, and Rabbi Jay TelRav 
of Temple Sinai

Adam Tronick with his son, Harrison

Each table had a Kiddush cup as its 
centerpiece decorated by students from Bi-
Cultural Day School under the guidance 
of Morah Leah Shemtov.

Ruth Messinger and Rabbi Hammerman of Temple Beth El

Audrey, Sandi and Stuart Waldstreicher

transform a former large storage space into a special-
ly-designed, engaging work space, as well as raising the 
necessary funds to build and equip the lab.

“Once we started the project and introduced the 
idea to teachers, students and their families, Maker-
space took on a life of its own. The excitement built 
as we got closer to the grand opening and parents 
have been immensely generous with their enthusiasm 
and support,” said Fritz.

Robinson agreed, adding that once the lab had 
been formally opened and the class offerings an-
nouncement was sent to parents, she received 40 
sign-ups within the first 10 minutes. “The reaction 
has been incredible; from the youngest kids to the 
middle-schoolers, it has been thrilling to see the kids’ 
eyes instantly light up when they walked into the lab,” 
Robinson said. “You could literally see the sparks of 
ingenuity and the wheels of creativity turning.”

The first set of classes offered to students in grades 
three-eight through the Lunch and Learn program 
include the following: Tin Can Robot Design, Cata-
pult Design, Design a Star Wars Light Saber, Float a 
Boat, Jewelry Design, Engineering Build Off Chal-
lenge, Marble Run, Ozobot, Sew Creative, Stickman 
Structure and 3D Doodler Design.

Third-grader Racheli Chavkin expressed her 
enthusiasm about the Makerspace Lab and the up-
coming classes. “I can’t wait to get into the lab and 
learn how to make new things out of nothing and 
learn how to use real tools,” she said.

The Makerspace Lab includes a row of sewing machines 
and supplies, and a dedicated area for a 3D printer. (Photo 
by Dora Salm)

Bi-Cultural faculty and administration met that 
same level of excitement. “The Makerspace Lab is the 
most innovative approach in education today making 
STEAM-based learning come alive, encompassing 
design, invention, creativity and applying critical 
thinking skills that our students learn at Bi-Cultural. 
The best part is that Makerspace has something to 
offer to every child from pre-k through grade eight 
right here in our own school. I am so proud of Adri-
anne and Beth for making this happen,” said Jackie 
Herman, Bi-Cultural’s Principal and head of school.

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien.

Future Continued from page 1

On February 29, the Rothschild Business Society 
held a networking and educational event at Comradity 
in Stamford. This is the third event for United Jewish 
Federation’s Rothschild Society, which launched in 
December of 2014. The event, titled “Marketing to 
Consumers in the Digital Age,” featured a panel of 
four experts in the field of technology and marketing.

The evening started with dinner and drinks, 
giving guests a chance to schmooze and network. 
Rica Lieberman, chair of Rothschild, moderated 

Marketing in the Digital Age

Jeff Benson, sponsor Mark Schwartz, committee member 
David Shavrick and Mathew Weinstein

Miriam Lehrer, Josh Sperber, Peretz Cik and Gail Sheffler

Rothschild Chair Rica Lieberman, Katherine and Jim Kern 
of Comradity and UJF President Ellen Weber

a program following dinner. The panel included 
Ephraim Cohen, senior vice president and senior 
partner at FleishmanHillard where he serves as 
the social and digital lead for the East Region; 
Gail Sheffler, chief idea officer at Inspira, an ex-
periential marketing agency; Liwen Yaacoby, CEO 
and founder of Techwulli Software Solutions; and 
Peter Wolly, associate director of digital analytics at 
Consumer Reports.

See “Digital” on page 19
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Philanthropic Teens Make 
Us Proud

Shaliach on the Move at JHSC

By Julie Lapin
Carmel Academy’s award-winning 

science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics program has garnered 
national attention with its students 
winning another award in a nationwide 
STEM challenge, just a few weeks after 
the school was featured in a National Sci-
ence Teachers Association publication.

In late February, Carmel Academy’s 
seventh grade E2K STEM team took 
third place in a nationwide chemistry 
competition, studying high school-lev-
el chemistry to prepare for the chal-
lenge, which centered around the 
chemistry behind soft drinks – com-
position, physical properties, density 
and concentration.

The team designed and performed 
experiments, and answered questions 
based on the results, including one 
experiment that compared glucose, 
fructose and sucrose, said Carmel Acad-
emy’s E2K coach and middle school 
science teacher Rhonda Ginsberg.

This is the second trophy for the team. 
Last year, as sixth-graders, they won first 
place in a national science contest.

The latest STEM achievement by 
Carmel Academy’s students comes on 
the heels of the school’s sixth grade 
E2K team winning second place in a 
national mathematics competition. 
Carmel Academy was one of the first 
Jewish day schools in the country to 
implement E2K, a program for gifted 
math and science students. The Center 

Carmel Academy’s STEM Program Garners National 
Attention

for Initiatives in Jewish Education, 
which runs the E2K and other STEM-
based programs in the United States, 
organizes national and international 
virtual contests throughout the year. 
Teams compete in real-time, using 
the Internet.

Carmel’s program for gifted math 
and science students has been so 
successful, the school was tapped by 
CIJE to implement an eighth grade 
engineering program, Ginsberg said. 
Carmel has since won 12 national and 
international STEM awards.

Ginsberg said she was contacted by 
the National Science Teachers Asso-
ciation, which was seeking to feature 
schools throughout the country which 
have adopted in-school STEM enrich-

ment programs and, in turn, provide 
its students with more challenging cur-
riculum. “I was thrilled that Carmel was 
highlighted in this article so that other 
schools and teachers can see the ben-
efits of integrating STEM enrichment 
within the school day,” Ginsberg said. 
“Providing a strong STEM education 
is part of Carmel’s culture and I am 
happy that the school was recognized 
for our commitment to train the next 
STEM generation.

“This is such an important program 
because it is reaching children at a time 
when their interest in math, science and 
engineering typically begins to wane. 
Programs like E2K encourage students 
to not only embrace STEM learning, 

but to actually have a passion for pur-
suing it in high school and beyond,” 
Ginsberg said.

“It is this generation of learners 
who will be responsible for solving the 
many scientific challenges our world 
currently faces,” she said. “This will 
be the generation that will hopefully 
develop creative solutions to prob-
lems such as famine, clean water and 
climate change. If programs like E2K 
can encourage the next generation to 
want to pursue their STEM education 
and to succeed, my goal and dreams 
as a teacher will have been fulfilled.”

Carmel Academy is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Carmel Academy seventh-grader Joshua 
Ament performed a chemistry experiment as 
part of the school’s STEM E2K enrichment 
program for gifted math and science students.

Carmel Academy’s seventh grade E2K team celebrated after learning they won third place 
in a national chemistry contest.

Members of the Kuriansky Teen Tzedakah Corps sold snacks to raise funds for their teen 
philanthropy program. The KTTC is funded in part by the Kuriansky Family Foundation, 
and exists to teach leadership skills and the basics of philanthropy to teens in 10th, 11th 

and 12th grades. L-r: Gedalia Koehler, Eli Pinker, Naomi Fogel, Tamar Cohen, Elizabeth 
Shavrick, Judy Fogel and Dayne Katz. (Not pictured: Gaby Baum, Gabriella Lieberman 
and Talia Shapiro)

Stamford Jewish Community Center shaliach Or Berger (far right), trained Jewish High 
School of Connecticut students in the art of Krav Maga, Israeli self-defense techniques. 
Sitting: Emily Sklar and Anya Castle. Second row: Ilana Krebs, Sam Terr, Jacob Sigman, 
Micah Banschick and Matthew Zweibel. First row: Leah Voytovich, Greg Feldman, Julia 
Arnowitz (hidden) and Natalie Shclover.

exhibit and the evening program are 
free and open to the public.

For more information about Yom 

Survival Continued from page 1

Hashoah, contact Cantor Marcia 
Lane at Marcia@ujf.org or 203-
653-2668.
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By Malerie Yolen-Cohen
From August 7-12, more than 1,200 teen athletes, 

artists and their coaches will descend on the Greater 
Stamford Area for the 2016 JCC Maccabi Games and 
ArtsFest. The games have been here before, 10 years 
ago, and back then hundreds of multi-generational 
volunteers roused a community spirit never before 
seen in the local Jewish community.

This summer, people can tap into this ruach by 
hosting two or more teens from all over the world as 
they participate in JCC Maccabi, and they don’t need 
to be the parents of teens to get involved. Nearly 500 
host homes are needed, and everyone can take part.

For those who think they can’t get involved, the 
following “myth-busters” will upend these concerns:

Myth 1: I work full time and don’t have time to drive 
the athletes around. The teens can be dropped off as 
early as 7 am, and except for one host family night, 
picked up around 9 pm.

Myth 2: I can’t be a tour guide for the kids. You need 
only feed your guests a quick dinner on Sunday eve-
ning before Opening Ceremonies (to which you are 
invited) and then again on Wednesday – host family 
night. Otherwise, participants have fully planned 
days and evenings.

Myth 3: I don’t have an extra bedroom. The Jewish 
Community Center will provide air mattresses if you 
need extra beds. You can host as many teens as you 
have seatbelts for transporting them. You’ll get a VIP 
parking pass if you host four or more teens.

Myth 4: I don’t have kids at home. Athletes and artists 
will be with other kids all week and just need a wel-
coming place to stay. According to Jim Popper, who 

Eight myths about being a Maccabi host family
hosted two Canadian athletes in 2006, “We enjoyed 
interacting with them and going to their events. It 
allowed us to be a part of the games as if our sons 
had been young enough to participate.”

Myth 5: I have small children at home. As Devra 
Jaffe-Berkowitz explained, “In 2006, we hosted three 
girls from the Baltimore team. My kids loved watch-
ing them compete and they became like part of our 
family. It was really inspiring to watch the community 
come together and to be a part of that spirit.”

Myth 6: You have to be Jewish, and you have to 
keep kosher. As long as you consider your home 
a “Jewish home,” you can host, even if you do 
not keep kosher. As a Jewish teen event, the JCC 
Maccabi Games and ArtsFest requires host homes 

to exemplify Jewish values.
Myth 8: It’s complicated to register. It is actually very 

easy. Just log on to JCCMaccabiStamford.org and 
register under Host Family.

The JCC Maccabi combines an Olympic-style 
sporting event for Jewish teens from all over the world 
with a week-long arts experience featuring workshops 
in a variety of specialties with some of the leading 
artists in each field. Athletes and artists participate 
in competition and workshops, while enjoying com-
munity service projects, social activities and themes 
of Jewish heritage, community and Israel.

The Jewish Community Center is a recipient agency of 
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien.

By Dora Salm
February is the shortest month of the 

year, but Bi-Cultural Day School managed to 
collaborate to ensure that this short month 
was jam-packed with culture, creativity and 
music. The school began the month with 
the Student Council-sponsored BCDS Stu-
dent Photo Contest, in which students from 
all grades were able to submit an original 
photo for the judges’ consideration in the 
following categories: black and white pho-
tography, portrait, still life, landscape, and 
love of Israel.

Bi-Cultural ended the month with the 
School-Wide Talent Show on February 28. 
Parents and Co-Directors Melanie Riker and 
Janice Steinberg and Bi-Cultural Musical Di-
rector Jonathan Cahr coordinated the event, 
which included more than 60 students from 
all grades and featured 22 different produc-
tion numbers.

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien.

Creativity and Music Humming at 
Bi-Cultural

Gaia Sokolov, a fifth-grader 
at Bi-Cultural, performed her 
original song, titled “Hero,” in 
the BCDS School-Wide Talent 
Show, which took place on 
February 28. (Photo by Dora 
Salm)

Fifth-grader Isabella Kuhr 
received a first-place ribbon 
in the portrait category in the 
first-ever BCDS Photo Contest 
sponsored by the BCDS Student 
Council. (Photo by Dora Salm)
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Happy 

     Chanukah!

Happy 

     New Year!

Happy 

     Passover!

More than 250 people attended the 
annual Temple Rock event on February 
6 at Temple Beth El. This year’s theme 
was Temple Rock and Soul, and featured 
a Ray Charles Tribute Show with a spe-
cial performance by the Raelettes. The 
evening included cocktails and dinner, 

Temple Rock and Soul at TBE

L-r: Richard Heimler. James Hyman, Elissa Hyman. Beth Boyer, Sue Greenwald and 
Arthur Greenwald.

L-r: David Wolff, Francie Leader, Sylvan Pomerantz, Mia Weinstein, Steven Sosnick, Dana 
Horowitz, Heidi Ganz, Susan Peyser, Eileen H. Rosner, Dana Weinberg, Carl Weinberg, 
Betsy Kempner, Peter Kempner, Barry Strom and Steven Lander.

as well as a silent and live auction. Chairs 
for the event were Honni and Sylvan D. 
Pomerantz, Eileen H. Rosner, Miriam 
and Steven Sosnick, and Dana Horowitz 
and Peter Wolly. Auction chairs were 
Dana and Carl Weinberg, and event plan-
ning chairs were Susan and Marc Peyser.

Good Habits Start Young
Teen Funds Purim Packages for FC Kids
By Faygie Holt

It’s easy to understand why Purim is 
one of 13-year-old Zoë Jaffe-Berkowitz’s 
favorite holidays – what with the cos-
tumes and the parties, not to mention 
the snacks. This year, she’s sharing her 
love of Purim – which began the evening 
of March 23 this year – by sponsoring 
mishloach manot food packages for 
Friendship Circle of Fairfield County’s 
volunteers, alumni and FC families.

Jaffe-Berkowitz is underwriting the 
cost of more than 500 Purim packages 
with money she received from her bat 
mitzvah back in October.

“I’ve been volunteering with Friend-
ship Circle since I was in sixth grade 
and I was in the Mitzvah Volunteer 
Program for bar and bat mitzvah-aged 
kids,” explains Jaffe-Berkowitz, who is 
now an eighth-grader at Bi-Cultural 
Day School and volunteers with the 
Friends@Home program. “I spent a 
lot of time with that program, but I 
thought that I could do something in 
addition to just volunteering.”

Zoe Jaffe-Berkowitz (right) and her friend Sara Gatz (left) visit their Friendship Circle 
buddy, Hannah Laforte, on a weekly basis.

So the teen, along with her mother, 
Devra Jaffe-Berkowitz, met with FC Di-
rector Malya Shmotkin to come up with 
some ways that Zoë could do something 
more after her bat mitzvah. Zoë wasn’t 
sure what she wanted to do, but she did 
know that she wanted to make sure that 
the volunteers were included as well, 
given how hard they work.

“I wanted to give to the children,” 
Zoë says, “ but I wanted to let the volun-
teers know that they are appreciated.”

Though some people may be sur-
prised to hear about a teen giving up 
her money for others, Zoë says she 
can’t imagine having it any other way. 
“I’m very fortunate. If I really want 
something, my parents will get it for 
me. I had a nice bat mitzvah party and 
service, and I thought after all that I 
could give to other people.”

Zoë’s mother says she couldn’t be 
prouder of what her daughter is doing. 
A member of the Friendship Circle of 
Fairfield County’s board, Devra knows 

See “Good” on page 18

Sunday, April 17, 2016 at 4:30 pm
Temple Sholom, 300 E. Putnam Ave., Greenwich CT

Tickets on sale now!
GENERAL ADMISSION: $36 per adult, $18 for guests under 21.

PREFERRED SEATING: $100 per person, limited availability.

To purchase tickets, go to:  
https://matisyahuattemplesholom.eventbrite.com.  

Use Community as the “promotional code” for access.

Sponsored with BBYO, Bi-Cultural Day School, Carmel Academy, 
Congregation Agudath Sholom, Jewish High School of Connecticut,  

METNY USY, Solomon Schechter School of Westchester,  
UConn Hillel, Westchester Day School

203-869-7191, www.templesholom.com

An Acoustic Evening with

Presented by the Amy Lipton z’l Israel Action FundMATISYAHU
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Everyone age 7 and up is invit-
ed to take a spiritual journey cel-
ebrating women led by Cantor 
Magda Fishman. The Women’s 
Intergenerational Seder will be 
held on Wednesday, April 13, 
from 7-9 pm, at Temple Beth 
El. The cost is $18 per person. 
Doors will open 6:30 pm and the 
seder will start promptly at 7 pm.

Those attending are invited 
to share new and long-standing 
family traditions, bring a favor-
ite Kiddush cup, drink four cups 
of wine, sing songs and read 
texts with a women’s perspective. There will also be 
a selection of desserts.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring their 
mothers, daughters, sisters, aunts, grandmothers 
and friends.

Reserve by Wednesday, April 6, at www.tinyurl.
com/womensseder2016 or contact Mindy Rogoff 
in the office at office@tbe.org or 203-322-6901, ext. 
301. For information, contact Cantor Fishman at 
cantorfishman@tbe.org.

By Ronnie Fein
Although I’m the kind of home 

cook who likes to experiment with 
recipes, create new ones and try 
out different foods for my family, 
I usually serve traditional foods for 
holiday meals. Honey cake on Rosh 
Hashanah, latkes on Chanukah, 
hamantashen on Purim.

Passover, too. My grandma served 
turkey. My Mom served turkey. I 
serve turkey. All with matzo stuff-
ing. Matzo ball soup. Chremslich. 
Charoset. Macaroons.

Yet, over the years, because of 
changing family, new in-laws to consider, allergies and 
other health issues to think about, my menus have 
changed somewhat. No more gefilte fish (allergy) – 
I serve a vegetable salad instead. No more charoset 
made with walnuts (allergy) – mine has pistachios. 
Rhubarb Crumble instead of what my son-in-law calls 
the “same-old-same-old flourless chocolate cake.”

On the other hand, along with the soup and 
turkey, my menu will always include a spinach pie 
topped with matzo and Imam Bayeldi, a dish made 
with eggplant, leeks and tomatoes.

Imam Bayeldi is symbolic, reminding us of the leeks 
the Hebrew slaves ate in Egypt. It’s also colorful and 
visually lovely enough for a festive holiday meal. You 
can make it ahead by a couple of days. You can reheat 
it to serve hot or warm, or at room temperature.

This is the family favorite recipe:
Imam Bayeldi

1 medium eggplant

Passover 2016: Imam Bayeldi

The cover  o f 
Ronnie Fein’s 
newest cookbook, 
“The Modern 
Kosher Kitchen”

Intergenerational 
Women’s Seder 
at TBE

Cantor Magda 
Fishman (Photo by 

Aviva Maller)

food donations at the entrances of the store. Food 
collected at the event will then be distributed in the 
Passover bags. Supermarket food collections are 
another way that the community-at-large can now 
contribute to a successful Passover event.

In 2016, through the Passover food drive, JFS has 
taken the opportunity to team up with the Stamford 
Jewish Community Center. Chaired by Risa Goldblum 
and Liz Kitay, JFS will collaborate with the Maccabi 
JCC Cares and J-Serve programs. The bagging and 
distribution event will take place at the JCC on Sunday, 
April 17, with the teens participating in the J-Serve 
program. Kitay stated, “I am thankful to be a part of 
this project. It makes me feel good to know that we are 
helping our community members in need in such a 
meaningful way during the holidays. It is wonderful to 
see the community come together for such a valuable 
cause.” This is Goldblum’s second year as chair of 
the event, which has become a community tradition.

JFS has many clients in need of assistance at Pass-

JFS Passover Food Drive 2016
By Rebekah Kanefsky

Passover is approaching and what that means for 
most people is simply additional trips to the market to 
purchase kosher for Passover food items. However, for 
many in the community, the additional cost of kosher for 
Passover provisions may require some outside assistance.

Jewish Family Service will again be coordinating 
the collection and distribution of more than 250 
bags filled with traditional food staples necessary for 
Passover observance. JFS is enlisting the members 
of local participating synagogues and Jewish schools 
to run food drives and collect donations, and a 
team of volunteers who will personally deliver the 
Passover food bags to homes. Groups of volunteers 
from each of the synagogues and Jewish schools are 
being assembled as the holiday begins to approach.

A food drive will be held on Sunday, April 3, from 
11 am-2 pm, at the Stop & Shop Supermarket, 2200 
Bedford St. Youth from many of the local Jewish 
schools and organizations will assist JFS in collecting 

over and will coordinate the distribution and delivery 
of food bags throughout its catchment area. Basic ko-
sher for Passover staples and a personalized greeting 
card will fill each bag. This will include: a one-pound 
box of matzah, a jars of gefilte fish, horseradish and 
borscht, matzah ball soup and mix, a bottle of grape 
juice and a can of macaroons. Marina Sapir, JFS 
volunteer, who assists in the event and works closely 
with the clients, explained, “These Passover food 
bags are very important to the recipients. It gives 
them the feeling that others in the community care 
about them and that they are not alone – that they 
are a part of the community. Many times they cannot 
afford the food we are providing and it helps them to 
have what they need to celebrate Passover properly.” 

All year-round, as well as during Passover, Jewish 
Family Service operates a Kosher Food Pantry. Food 
is available for those in need. If you know anyone 
who can benefit from this assistance, contact Rebekah 
Kanefsky at rkanefsky@ctjfs.org or 203-921-4161. All 
requests and referrals are kept strictly confidential. 

Jewish Family Service is a recipient agency of United Jewish 
Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Rebekah Kanefsky is the JFS case manager.Salt
½ cup olive oil
3 medium leeks, cleaned and sliced
2 large cloves garlic, chopped
3 large tomatoes, deseeded and chopped
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh parsley
1 tsp. sugar
1 tsp. salt or to taste
3 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
1/3 cup water
Cut the eggplant into slices about 3/8-inch thick. 

Sprinkle with salt and let rest for 30 minutes. Wipe 
the eggplant slices dry with paper towels. 

Preheat the oven to 350ºF. Heat one tablespoon 
olive oil in a saute pan over medium heat. Cook 
the eggplant slices a few at a time for 2-3 minutes 
per side or until slightly wilted. Add more olive oil 
to the pan as needed to prevent scorching (use 4-5 
tablespoons more if needed). 

Place the cooked eggplant into a baking dish (cut it 
into smaller pieces if you wish). Add 2 tablespoons olive 
oil to the pan. Add the leeks and cook for 2-3 minutes. 
Add the garlic and cook for another minute. Add the 
tomatoes, parsley, sugar, salt and lemon juice. Cook for 
one minute, stirring frequently. Spoon the vegetables 
on top of the eggplant. Drizzle with any remaining 
olive oil and the water. Cover the pan and bake for 
45 minutes. Serve hot, warm or at room temperature.

Makes 6-8 servings.
Ronnie Fein is a cookbook author, food writer and cooking 

teacher in Stamford. She is the author of “The Modern Kosher 
Kitchen” and “Hip Kosher.” Visit her food blog, Kitchen 
Vignettes, at www.ronniefein.com, friend her on Facebook at 
RonnieVailFein, or follow her on Twitter at @RonnieVFein.

This January, students and faculty of 
the Jewish High School of Connecticut 
were treated to the performance of 
a play written and directed by Anya 
Castle, a senior at the school. 

The script, devised last year for a “Cre-
ative Writing” course taught by Dr. Seth 
Riemer and titled “The Housemate,” is 
an absurdist farce about a young married 
couple who discover that their landlord 
(played by senior Micah Banschick) is 
living in the house’s attic. The long-suf-
fering wife (played by sophomore Natalie 
Shclover) puts up with her hard-drinking, 
chain-smoking husband’s laziness, slov-
enliness and rudeness (student Jacob 
Sigman took on this role) until a love 
interest sparks between her and the in-
credibly good-natured, sweet-tempered 
landlord housemate. 

The show was the culminating proj-
ect of a semester-long theater course 
taught by Riemer and designed to foster 

JHSC Sees Newest Playwright

Micah Banschick, Natalie Shclover and 
Jacob Sigman (seated).

creativity and social engagement in 
JHSC’s academic program.

The Jewish High School of Connecticut 
is a recipient agency of United Jewish 
Federation of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

School Spirit Rallied at 
Carmel Academy 

School spirit soared at Carmel Acade-
my as the students and faculty gathered 
for the annual pep rally. A highlight of 
the event included the faculty vs. eighth 
grade basketball game – another annual 
tradition at the school. The teachers, 
dressed in superhero Carmel t-shirts, 
took on the eighth grade athletes. There 
was plenty of support for both teams, 
with students ranging from kindergar-

ten through seventh grade cheering and 
holding up handmade signs. The pep 
rally traditionally takes place the Friday 
prior to Carmel Academy’s Seder Plate 
Basketball Tournament, which it hosts 
each year for Jewish day schools from 
across the state. 

Carmel Academy is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Carmel Academy Head of School Nora Anderson posed with eighth-graders who played 
against the faculty during the school’s annual faculty vs. eighth grade basketball game. 
Sam Kinches, David Meiliken, Jack Margolius, Gabe Israel, Josh Pollack, Anderson, 
Sydney Eben, Daniella Messer, Micayla Roth, Ben Benson and Sammy Paprin.

At right: Carmel Academy kindergarten 
teacher Morah Diane Holsten celebrated 
after making a basket at the school’s annual 
faculty vs. eighth grade basketball game.

L-r: Carmel Academy second-graders Annie 
Hanna, Eden Citron, Arielle Seligmann and 
Jakey Lebwohl cheered on the eighth-graders.

Jewish High School of Connecticut students enjoyed the school’s Tu B’Shevat seder organized 
and led by the Beit Midrash classes. L-r: Alex Cahr, Sam Terr, Daniel Hanna, Matthew 
Zweibel, Leah Voytovich, Jacob Sigman, Max Laufer and Micah Banschick.

Tu B’Shevat Seder at JHSC

March & April 2016

Support for Those in Need

Parent Education Program (PEP)
State-mandated workshop for divorcing parents with children at JFS Stamford.  Fee is $125 
per person. Call for dates and to register at 203-324-3167.  

JFS Focus on K.I.D.S. 
For divorced or separated parents experiencing high conflict around parenting decisions. 
Teaches both parents strategies for communicating in a non-hostile manner.  For more 
information, contact Erika Garcia at 203-921-4161 or
erikag@ctjfs.org.

JFS New Beginnings
Mondays from 7-8pm. Support group for separated or divorced at Westport JFS office, 431 Post 
Road East, Suite 11. To register, contact Nadja Streiter at
nstreiter@ctjfs.org.

DIVORCE & BEREAVEMENT

JFS Brain Fitness Program
Working with clients experiencing early stage dementia or Alzheimer’s in the client’s home. 
Contact Matt Greenberg at 203-921-4161 or mgeenberg@ctjfs.org.

JFS Kosher Food Pantry
Non-perishable staples for those in need. Donations welcomed. For more information, 
contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

Let’s Talk
Thursdays at 11am.  Free at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Avenue.  Seniors talk about common in-
terests and concerns. Contact Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-487-0983 or cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org

SUPPORT

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING
JFS Computer Training Courses
Variety of courses - all levels, individuals or small groups. Nominal fee.  For more
information, contact Ilene Locker at 203-921-4161 or iklocker@ctjfs.org. 

JFS Life Transitions 
Wednesdays at 3:00 pm. Support group for the unemployed at the Stamford JFS office, 733
Summer Street, 6th Floor. For schedule, contact Nadja Streiter at nstreiter@ctjfs.org at 203-921-4161

JFS Seniors2Work 
Job Bank for age 50+. Lower Fairfield employers can list full / part time jobs for dedicated, 
skilled mature workers. No fees.  For more information, contact Ilene Locker or Jodi Maxner 
at 203-921-4161 or www.seniors2work.org

CARING FOR SENIORS

JFS Home Companion 
A program placing fully trained and vetted home companions and CNAs matched to the needs 
and specific circumstances of senior clients. Trained aides assist seniors with daily activities, 
chores, and socialization. Certified Nursing Assistants can provide personal care, toileting, and 
medication management. Services are provided hourly, daily or up to 24/7 at competitive rates. 
Full supervision by professional JFS staff. For more information contact Isrella Knopf, Director of 
Senior Services at JFS at 203-921-4161 or email at isrellak@ctjfs.org.

JFS Residential Cleaning
Employ professionally trained individuals to clean your home and at the same time help 
support Jewish Family Service. Rates lower or competitive than other service providers.  For 
more information, contact Jodi Maxner at 203-921-4161 or residentialcleaning@ctjfs.org. 

Jewish Senior Services
Jewish Senior Services is one of the premiere providers of senior care in Connecticut 
serving clients at their two Fairfield locations and in clients’ homes throughout Fairfield 
and New Haven Counties. Their 5-star skilled nursing and short term rehabilitation facility 
has been serving the community for over 40 years with an unparalleled level of quality 
and personalized care. Other services provided include home care, hospice, day services, 
advocacy and education, and long term care protection. To find out more about the many 
services of Jewish Senior Services, please call 203-365-6400 or visit www.jseniors.org. 

SNAP Enrollment Workshops
For adults 50 years and older and seniors. JFS will be providing information and screening for 
eligibility for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP-formerly food stamps). 
Workshops will begin February 10th at 2:30 pm and second Wednesday every month in the 
Stamford office (733 Summer Street, 6th Floor), For additional information or to register, please 
contact Rebekah Kanefsky, JFS Case Manager at 203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

COUNSELING, MEDIATION & CRISIS
JFS For Children/ Adolescents Diagnosed With ADD/ADHD
Wednesday afternoons. Finding Your Focus with Dr. Lee Combrinck-Graham MD.  Service 
includes psychiatric evaluation, review of previous evaluations, family assessment, on-going 
support, and medication management. Qualifies for insurance reimbursement. For more 
information, contact Eve Moskowitz at 203-921-4161 or emoskowitz@ctjfs.org. 

JFS College Counseling 
Need help navigating the college admission and application process? Qualified, experienced 
assistance provided by Claire D. Friedlander, JFS College Consultant. Competitive fees. For 
more information, contact Claire Friedlander at 203-921-4161 or clairef@ctjfs.org. 

JFS Counseling
Qualified, licensed professionals provide counseling and psychotherapy to individuals, 
children, adolescents, families, couples and groups. For emotional support while 
unemployed, see Life Transitions below. Affordable fees, based on income; no one is “turned 
away”. Insurance accepted. For more information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

JFS Individuals / Families in Crisis
Comprehensive services. Assistance with basic necessities, housing, medical, social, legal and 
financial matters. Fees based on ability to pay. For more information, contact: Rebekah Kanefsky at 
203- 921-4161 #128 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org. 
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Why I Care…
“If not me, who? If not now, when?” – Hillel 
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local community.
Q: Why did you want to be 

a part of UJF’s new monthly 
giving campaign?

A: I agreed to chair the 
monthly giving campaign, 
“Star of David Alliance,” 
because it’s so important 
to spread the word about 
the Federation, and I be-
lieve a small donation each 
month can be used in good, 
meaningful ways to make 
a big impact on the Jewish 

community. This campaign is any easy 
way to show your support for Jews, 
both locally and all over the world.

Q: In your opinion, why should 
other’s get involved in this program? 
In UJF?

A: I strongly believe that Jews should 
support each other. If we are not for 
each other, then who are we for? It’s 
important for people to realize that Jews 
of Stamford and surrounding areas are 
not representative of Jews around the 
world. Many Jews experience hardships 
and financial difficulties daily. Getting 
involved on the UJF board, chairing an 
event or just coming to a Federation 
event, is a great way to get involved in 
the community.

*Through UJF’s Star of David 
Alliance, when a donor commits to 
a monthly gift of any amount, you 
empower Federation to help Jewish 
seniors, provide humanitarian relief in 
Israel, help Jews wanting to make aliyah 
from France in the face of increased 
antisemitism, help Jewish kids go to 
summer camp, and so much more. 
The $18 monthly gift was introduced 
as the new giving level for Chai Society, 
a division of Young Leadership, at a 
cocktail reception last December. To 
make a monthly gift to UJF, contact 
Rebekah Raz at 203-321-1373, ext. 102, 
or Sharon Franklin at ext. 109.

Focus on: Taly Farber
Taly Farber has lived in 

Stamford for eight years with 
her husband, Trevor, and 
their three children who at-
tend Bi-Cultural Day School. 
She is an active member of 
the local Jewish community, 
has devoted herself to many 
United Jewish Federation 
programs and events, and is 
currently chairing UJF’s new 
monthly giving campaign, 
“Star of David Alliance.”*

Taly draws inspiration from 
her involvement and, indeed, inspires 
all of us with her giving and leadership. 
We are very grateful for her service and 
her spirit. Here’s why she cares.

Q: How have you been involved 
with UJF?

A: My involvement with UJF began 
about two years ago, when I became 
active as a member of the Young 
Leadership Division Board, chairing 
the YLD Sushi Holiday Social and the 
YLD Family Day, both of which were 
very successful.

Q: Why is it important for you to 
give back in this way?

A: I enjoy being involved with the 
Federation and particularly the events 
where I have the opportunity to interact 
and reach out to new Jewish families 
and people in the area. I remember 
what it was like to be the new person 
in a new place, so I enjoy helping new 
people feel valued as individuals, and 
welcoming them to UJF as well as to the 

Taly Farber

 JCC Cares: Run, Color, Bring A Can
On Sunday, April 17, more than 11,000 Jewish teens from around the world 

will come together to serve their communities and make a difference as part of 
J-Serve, the International Day of Jewish Youth Service. On that day, the spirit of 
tikkun olam (repairing the world) and tzedakah (justice and charitable giving) 
are realized as the teens come together to help make the world a better place.

On that day, Jewish Community Center Cares, the community service com-
ponent of the Jewish Community Center Maccabi Games and ArtsFest, will hold 
an event from 1:30-4 pm for ages 9-18, which includes a color run and a variety 
of mitzvah projects.

Admission to the April 17 #ColorRun is at least one item of canned and/or 
non-perishable food to be donated to a local food bank.

JCC Cares will be an important part of the JCC Maccabi Games and ArtsFest, 
to be held in Stamford from August 7-12, when teens from all over the world 
will take part in community service projects throughout the city of Stamford.

For more information, visit stamfordjcc.org or contact Emily Eisen at eeisen@
stamfordjcc.org or 203-487-0973. 

The Jewish Community Center is a recipient agency of United Jewish Federation of 
Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

 JFS Helps the Unemployed
For those who are out of work or “under-employed,” life can often feel 

devastating. In Connecticut, the unemployment rate today remains above the 
national average, holding at 6.3 percent and of those unemployed adults, 39 
percent were considered long-term unemployed for an average of 36 weeks, 
also above the national average. 

For Jewish Family Service, more adults are coming through its doors seeking 
resources to help them through their struggles, i.e. financial, emotional and 
professional. A collaborative effort of the JFS Counseling and Employment and 
Training departments, the Life Transitions support group for unemployed adults 
was born out of this demonstrated community need. In addition to providing 
employment resources, JFS clients receive emotional support to get through 
their challenging unemployment experience. One year later, the group remains 
one of the strongest for JFS, due to the ongoing nature of the process and flow 
of clients through its doors. Every week, participants receive support from peers 
that allows for the therapeutic process to work.

If you are unemployed or know someone who is unemployed and might ben-
efit from the group, contact the Life Transitions support group, which meets 
on Wednesdays at 3 pm. Everyone is welcome. Contact rkanefsky@ctjfs.org for 
details or call 203-921-4161.

Jewish Family Service is a recipient agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

 Documentary Film: “Kisses to the Children”
The Center for Judaic and Middle Eastern Studies at UConn-Stamford will 

present a screening of the documentary film “Kisses to the Children,” by Vass-
ilis Loules.  The free event will take place on Tuesday, April 19, at 5:30 pm, at 
UConn-Stamford. There will also be a simulcast (from Storrs) of a discussion 
with Loules on Thursday, April 21, at UConn-Stamford (time is TBD – consult 
the Center’s website at cjmes.stamford.uconn.edu).

The documentary tells the stories of five Greek-Jewish children who were saved 
by Christian families during the German occupation of Greece. The winner of 
eight awards at Greek and International Film Festivals, the film also depicts the 
life of the Greek Jewish communities before World War II, complemented with 
rare images of occupied Greece from archival material, as well as amateur films 
by German soldiers and illegal footage shot by Greek patriots.

For more information on this or other programs of the Center, or to reg-
ister for the Spring 2016 Lunch and Learn series, visit the Center’s website at 
cjmes.stamford.uconn.edu, or contact the Center’s office at 203-251-9525 or 
stamfordjudaicstudies@uconn.edu. 

The Center for Judaic and Middle Eastern Studies is a recipient agency of the United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, and is also supported 
by donations from the community.

 “Atomic Falafel” Screening at JCC
On Thursday, April 14, at 7 pm, the Jewish Community Center’s Israeli Film 

Series will present “Atomic Falafel.” This newly released Israeli satire is about 
two girls from nuclear towns in Israel and Iran who spill their countries’ most 
valuable secrets on Facebook while trying to prevent a nuclear crisis.

Admission is free. The Stamford JCC is located at 1035 Newfield Ave., at the in-
tersection of Vine Road. For further information, contact the JCC’s Israeli shaliach 
Or Berger at 203-487-0961 or oberger@stamfordjcc.org.

The Jewish Community Center is a recipient agency of United Jewish Federation of 
Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

first-hand how vitally important Friend-
ship Circle is to families with a special 
needs child – and what it feels like to 
not have that support.

“I had a special needs brother, 
David, who passed away 10 days after 
Zoë was born,” says Devra, of her older 
brother. “We grew up in Stamford, and 
Friendship Circle was not here at the 
time. Had it been, David would have 
benefitted from it. So it’s particularly 
meaningful to me that Zoë is involved 
in the Friendship Circle.”

For Zoë, volunteering just seems like 
the right thing to do. For instance, she 
and her friend Sarah Gatz visit Hannah 
Laforte, an FC participant, as part of the 
Friends@Home program. Together, 
they sing songs, read a story or build 
with blocks.

“I think it’s important for me and for 
most people I know to get involved. We 
are healthy and fortunate, and I think 
it’s a good habit to get into when you are 
young to help people and treat people 
nicely,” Zoë says. “The more you volun-
teer, the more you start to have fun with 
it, especially if you have a friend with you. 
It’s not ‘yuck, I have to volunteer,’ instead 
it’s like you get to spend time with your 
friends and do something good.”

For more information on the Friend-
ship Circle, visit www.FriendshipCT.
com or call Malya at 203-329-0015, 
ext. 131.

Friendship Circle is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Good Continued from page 15

On February 11, Bi-
Cultural Day School 
students in grades 
four-eight combined 
hands-on, project -
based learning with 
traditional study as 
they helped build a 
large scale model of 
the Beit HaMikdash, 
the Second Temple. 
Students learned about 
how the Temple, which 
was one of the tallest 
buildings during its time and played such an important role in religious life for more 
than a millennium. In addition, each class received guidance with the building from Bi-
Cultural alumna Adina Cohen (center), who is currently doing a year of national service 
in Israel with the Mikdash Educational Center. (Photo by Yehuda Jeiger)

BCDS Students Build Large-
Scale Temple Model

The panel answered questions about new ideas and 
concepts emerging in marketing and business. These 
included big data, virtual reality, companies such 
as Uber providing concierge services and content.

Two businesses co-sponsored the UJF event. Comradi-
ty, the host of the event, is a strategy and creative resource 
center, which provides shared work and meeting space 
designed to foster creativity and collaboration. It is a 
haven for “post-corporate” entrepreneurs who provide 
professional services, and creative space for off-sites and 
events. Mark Schwartz of Schwartz and Associates and 
Grand Park Properties also co-sponsored.

The Rothschild Society of UJF is a business affinity 
group providing educational, leadership and net-
working opportunities with the objective of benefit-
ting both the local and global Jewish communities. 
For more information or to get involved, contact 
James Cohen or Sharon Franklin at 203-321-1373.

Digital Continued from page 9

Portugal Continued from page 1

but put us on the world map,” said Emmanuel Fonse-
ca, a 53-year-old Orthodox convert to Judaism. “In no 
time, we went from a tiny group struggling to exist to 
a well-to-do congregation with local and international 
standing. I never thought I would live to see this.”

Applying for membership in Lisbon and Porto’s 
official Jewish community costs $300-$560 and is 
a required step for a Jew to become a Portuguese 
citizen under the 2013 law. (Spain recently passed a 
similar law aimed at descendants of Sephardic Jews.) 
Each application must be checked by one of the two 
Jewish communities against their records and lists 
of lineages. Some of the hundreds of applicants to 
Porto have added handsome donations on top of 
the required fee.

So far, only three of the hundreds of citizenship 
applications have been approved, a wrinkle that 
Leon Amiras, an Israeli attorney handling citizenship 
requests and chairman of the Association of Olim 
from Latin America, Spain and Portugal, attributed 
to bureaucratic complications connected to last No-
vember’s elections in Portugal. Amiras said he expects 
hundreds of applications to be approved this year.

Meanwhile, Porto is becoming a more attractive 
prospective home for Jews with European Union 
passports, who can move here without obtaining citi-
zenship. Yoel Zekri, a French Jewish student in his 20s 
who temporarily moved here last year from Marseille, 
where five Jews have been assaulted in three stabbing 
attacks since October, said he’s considering staying 
on after his studies “to help build the community.”

“I no longer feel comfortable in France,” Zekri said. 
“I would never wear a kippah on the street. Here people 
sometimes tell me they are happy to see the Jews return.”

Porto hasn’t seen a single antisemitic incident over 
the last decade, according to the mayor, Rui Moreira, 
who spoke in January at an event at the synagogue 
and obliquely referenced the rising antisemitic 
violence elsewhere in Europe. “This synagogue was 
built when others across Europe were being burned,” 
he said. “Today it again offers shelter from the bad 
winds blowing around us.”

Alexandre Sznajder, a Jewish businessman from 
Rio de Janeiro with a Polish passport who was in town 
for the kosher hotel and synagogue celebration, is 
thinking about moving to Porto with his wife and son. 
“The economic situation in Brazil is deteriorating 
and personal security is terrible,” said Sznajder, an 
importer who said he was kidnapped for ransom two 
years ago. “If I can keep doing business from here, 
where it’s safe, Porto could be the place for us.”

Some applicants for Portuguese citizenship from 
non-EU countries want a Portuguese passport as an 
insurance policy, in the event things in their home 
countries go south. Hila Loya, a visitor from Cape 
Town, applied last year for that reason. In South Af-
rica, she said, “the anti-Israel, anti-Jewish atmosphere 
is worsening, and there’s a feeling things may turn 
for the worse in the near future.”

In January, approximately 250 Jews from 14 coun-
tries convened here for a weekend retreat designed 
to introduce them to Porto and its Jews. Among 
those present were the president of Lisbon’s Jewish 
community, Turkish Chief Rabbi Ishak Haleva and 80 
other Turkish Jews. Most of the applicants to Porto’s 
community so far have been Turkish Jews, including 
many of those who came for the weekend retreat.

Haleva, considered one of Sephardic Jewry’s most 
respected religious figures, said he came not to apply 

for citizenship – “I’m a Turkish Jew, period” – but to 
visit “this place where our roots are.” Many of Turkey’s 
Jews are descended from Sephardic Jews who fled 
northern Portugal after 1536, when Portugal joined 
Spain in applying the Inquisition’s expulsion orders 
against Jews, according to Haleva. And many of those 
who fled from Portugal to Turkey originally came 
from Spain, where the Inquisition began in 1492.

Tens of thousands of Jews stayed in Portugal and 
converted to Christianity. While many continued 
to practice Judaism in secret as anusim – Hebrew 
for “forced ones” – the Jewish presence ultimately 
vanished from this once heavily Jewish area. The 
Jewish revival was sparked in 1923, when a Portuguese 
army captain, Arthur Carlos Barros Basto, reached 
out to the descendants of the anusim, leading to the 
construction of Porto’s synagogue.

Built in 1939, the community’s Kadoorie-Mekor 
Haim synagogue is among the largest and most beau-
tiful in the Iberian Peninsula, but it saw long periods of 
neglect until last year’s extensive renovations were com-
pleted. That helped put a new shine on the synagogue’s 
best features: Moroccan-style interior arches, heavy 
redwood interior and collection of more than 20,000 
hand-painted azulejos, Portugal’s iconic ceramic tiles.

When Porto’s mayor dropped in at the January 
retreat, it was his second time at the city’s shul – a 
sign of the Jewish community’s increased significance 
in Porto, according to the local rabbi, Daniel Litvak.

Addressing 300 guests from the synagogue’s po-
dium while wearing a kippah, Moreira, who himself 
is descended from an Ashkenazi Jew who settled in 
Porto in the 19th century, said Portugal’s new law 
of return was to “correct a historical wrong” – the 
16th-century expulsion of Portugal’s Jews. But, he 
added, “the law has future implications: We want you 
to come live here, with us, and share that future.”

Clockwise from front left: Cooking up a storm in the kitchen 
were Stella Cohen, Dovid Hordiner, Jared Mehl, Nechama 
Hordiner and Isaac Cohen.

Couple’s Date Night at Chabad
On February 20, Chabad Stamford held its sec-

ond annual Couple’s Date Night – Chopped event. 
Chaired by Stella anad Isaac Cohen and Rachel 
and Daniel Schilowitz, with Linda Spilka as master 
of ceremonies, the event was called a huge success. 
This year, in addition to couples cooking, there was 

L-r: Making hummus were Lael Shapiro, Peter Wolly and 
Marc Nerenberg.

L-r: Master of Ceremonies Linda Spilka, and judges Sharon 
Feller, Donna Simons and Rabbi Moshe Shemtov.

a men’s hummus cookoff. Hummus chefs were Isaac 
Cohen, Jeff Manheim, Peter Wolly and Marc Neren-
berg, with Nerenberg winning the hummus cookoff.

Couples were asked to cook a starter, main, salad 
or dessert and had to present their food to a panel of 
judges. Prizes were awarded and the winners of each 

category were: starter – Melissa and Daryl Litwak; 
veggie side – Lael and Dani Shapiro; main – Peter 
Wolly and Dana Horowitz; starch side – Elaine Fin-
kelstein and Sarit Weiner; dessert – Amy Breslow and 
Mark Friedman; and out of comfort zone, best use of 
surprise pantry item – Susan Bach and Steve Wolff.

 Follow the Yellow Brick Road to 
Bi-Cultural

The Bi-Cultural Day School Players will perform 
“The Wizard of Oz” on Thursday, March 31, at 7 pm, 
and on Sunday, April 3, at 10:30 am and 3 pm. “The 
Wizard of Oz” production is the school’s annual 
spring musical and is the traditional telling of the 
time-honored classic, featuring songs such as “Over 
the Rainbow,” “If I Only Had a Brain” and “We’re 
Off to See the Wizard.” The cast and stage crew for 
this show features Bi-Cultural students in grades fifth 
through eighth, who have been rehearsing since the 
beginning of the school year. The director for this 
year’s production is Janice Steinberg and the musical 
director is Jonathan Cahr. Contact Bi-Cultural at 203-
329-2186 for more information on tickets.

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient agency of United Jewish 
Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
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