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For nearly a week, Israel watched in horror as hundreds of 
wildfires raged throughout the country.  Some of the fires 
were started by accident, a confluence of negligence, strong 
winds and parched conditions. 
However, at least some were set deliberately, intending to 
cause widespread damage and instigate panic.

Firefighters worked around the clock to gain control of 
the fires.  Five teams of Palestinian fire fighters joined their 
Israeli counterparts

Additional air support was provided by Turkey, Greece, 
Russia, Croatia and the United States

Police have arrested over 20 people suspected of 
participating in arson attacks

Emergency services worked tirelessly to ensure the safety 
of residents.  Over 80,000 people from Haifa,
Zichron Ya’akov and the greater Jerusalem area were 
evacuated

Police and MDA personnel moved from house to house in 
evacuated areas to ensure that no one was 
left in harm’s way

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, in partnership with 
Jewish Federations of Canada- UIA, JFNA and Keren 
Hayesod, has made the following allocations:

The establishment of an emergency information desk in 
Haifa, situated alongside those from the
Haifa Municipality, Ministry of Finance, and others. The 
desk is manned by Jewish Agency professionals and 
volunteers who continue to assist those in need and 
provide them with timely information

The ongoing distribution of emergency grants of $1,000 
to families whose homes were entirely destroyed or 
have been deemed structurally unfit for inhabitance. Fire 
investigators and surveyors have assessed each damaged 
home. The Fund for Victims of Israel’s Wildfires delivers 
grants to families after receiving their information from 
the local municipalities. These grants enable victims to 
purchase supplies such as clothing, food, medication, and 
medical equipment in the immediate aftermath

The destruction has indeed 
been immense. Over 30,000
dunams of forest were burned, 
133 people injured and,
in Haifa alone, almost 600 
homes were completely 
destroyed.

Thousands of Israelis opened their homes to provide 
evacuees with a place to stay, and hundreds volunteered
to act as fire spotters in order to enable a rapid response to 
new blazes

The Response
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Most Vulnerable Residents - The elderly, people with 
disabilities, and families at risk typically need
more than the standard provisions being provided by the 
government. JDC is looking to provide targeted support 
to enable residents to recover physically and emotionally 
from the damage caused by the fires and to quickly adjust 
to their new reality. JDC is identifying additional support 
services to meet the needs as they are assessed, including 
temporary respite if needed

Strengthening Response and Preparedness Systems – In 
addition to meeting the immediate needs
of the residents affected by the fires, JDC is assessing 
improvements necessary to increase the
efficiency and effectiveness of Israels emergency response 
systems. Possible directions include:
enhancing coordination between agencies such as 
community centers, NGOs, government and
municipal authorities; capacity-building; improving service 
provision, and introducing
complementary support services. For example, JDC has 
activated its “Center for Independent
Living Online” so that people with disabilities can receive 
real-time, around the clock, professional
assistance to help them regain composure, assess their   
situation and problem solve.

The American Jewish Joint Distribution
 Committee (JDC)
focused on two of its traditional areas of expertise: The Israel Trauma Coalition (ITC) is conducting a map

of trauma needs within the smaller municipalities that 
have been hit by the blazes.

ITC provided trauma relief at the Carmel Hospital and 
at the evacuation centers, and they offered backup to 
existing welfare teams in Haifa. The municipality in Haifa 
requested further assistance from ITC in providing direct 
care to some 1,800 individuals in the city, 20 emergency 
welfare teams, and 8 evacuated institutions. Similar 
requests for assistance have come in from Zichron Ya’akov 
and Halamish.

The Israel Trauma Coalition (ITC)



Emergency Campaign Allocations:

Need Local / Program Units Cost ($)

Urgent Cash Assistance 
to Families

Allocated in 8 
regions affected 939 $610,000

Building Regional 
Strengths to Improve 
Resiliency

Local emergency 
teams N/A

$75,000

Real-time Crisis Help 
for All People with 
Disabilities

People with 
Disabilities 

All
Population $100,000

Debriefing and trauma 
processing

Firefighters 
(Northern region) 18 $20,180

Debriefing and trauma 
processing

Local emergency 
teams 8 $21,526

Debriefing and trauma 
processing

Psychosocial teams
30 $91,485

Direct care Vulnerable 
evacuees 120 $190,593

Zichron Ya’acov 
destroyed play area

restoration
1 $10,000

Total: $1,118,784

Designated Funds Included: 
 Jewish Federation of Winnipeg together with JFC-UIA have
committed C$158,233 to the Fire Emergency Campaign

   Funds were distributed as follows:
        $111,167  - JAFI
        $ 37,056  - JDC
        $ 10,000 – Restoration of Zichron Ya’acov destroyed        
-                         play area 
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