
Edmonton’s Local Partner Cabinet 
(LPC) of the Centre for Israel and 

Jewish Affairs is the Advocacy Committee 
of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton. 
The committee has not met frequently 
over the past year, but has taken on 
some very important tasks on behalf of 
the Jewish community. The LPC was 
very busy this year in welcoming both 
the new Federal and Provincial govern-
ments. We met, on behalf of both CIJA 
and the Jewish Federation of Edmonton, 
with various government representatives 
and introduced them to the community. 
We helped co-ordinate a wine and cheese 
with the new Provincial Government in 
co-ordination with the Calgary Jewish 
Federation, CIJA National and CJPAC. It 
was well attended by both government 
and opposition MLAs.

The LPC, in con-
junction with Jewish 
communities across 
the country, has 
been bringing the 
issue of genetic dis-
crimination to the 
governments of each 
of the provinces as 
well as the Federal 
Government. It is 
our hope that we can 
move forward togeth-
er with Alberta’s government to intro-
duce legislation prohibiting insurance 
companies from discriminating against 
individuals on the basis of their genetics. 
To this extent, the committee has met 
with members of various ministries and 
opposition members to shepherd legisla-
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In Our Community
From Chair Steven ShaFir

tion forward.
In addition to everything set out above, 

the LPC has been active in responding to 
anti-Israel sentiment in local media. We 
have been very lucky over the past year 
in that there has been very little activity 
in this regard.
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electronically, please send an email to  

info@edjfed.org.

Message from the President
The AGM was held on 

December 2, 2015. It 
was historic because the 
Federation and related 

organizations passed resolutions author-
izing the amalgamation of two related 
entities bringing the total number of legal 
entities within the Federation umbrella 
from five down to three. The Edmonton 
Jewish Youth Centre, which historically 
acted as the programming arm of the old 
JCC, and the Edmonton Jewish Commun-
ity Charitable Foundation and Endow-
ment Fund, which was no longer serving 
any substantive function, were authorized 
to be amalgamated with the Jewish Fed-
eration of Edmonton. By passing these 
resolutions, the financial administration 
of the Federation will be simplified sav-
ing accounting and book keeping costs, 
time and effort. Nothing will be lost in 
the process. Federation will still retain 
its charitable status and number and its 
access to a casino. This was a project Steve 
Shafir has been working on over many 
years, in an effort to streamline the bylaws 
and legal functioning of the organization. 
Congratulations and thank you to Steve 
for his efforts in seeing this to fruition. 
Formalization of this should take place by 
about April of this year.

For the coming year we will be under-
taking two substantial tasks: 1) entering 
into negotiations with the Talmud Torah 
Society with a view to coming to an 
agreement on the terms of locating a new 
JCC building on the Talmud Torah lands, 
and 2) engaging in a strategic planning 
initiative. In addition, we will continue 
to plan and organize the events which 
our community has come to expect from 
Federation.

A committee has been struck for the 
purpose of engaging in discussions and 
negotiations with TT. That committee at 
this point includes Clive Oshry as chair, 
Howard Anson and me. I expect we will 
add one or two more to this committee 
to round it out. The committee’s mandate 
will be to identify the issues that require 

consideration, discussion and negotiation, 
formulate preferred outcomes and engage 
Talmud Torah in discussions on those 
points. The hope and expectation is to 
arrive at tentative agreement on these 
bigger issues to bring back to the respect-
ive boards of both organizations for dis-
cussion and hopefully approval.

If approved, then the process will move 
to the next phase of engaging in more 
detailed design with a view to coming to 
a final design to submit to both organ-
izations and, if approved by them, to the 
community as a whole for consideration. 
A more robust committee will engage in 
that process for Federation composed of 
volunteers with relevant skills and experi-
ence. The process will involve complex 
issues and will take time, but progress 
has been made and will continue. The 
Federation committee is expected to meet 
shortly to begin its work.

The strategic planning initiative is borne 
out of a need to sharpen the Federation’s 
focus as to what falls within its core man-
date and what does not. We are regularly 
engaged by stakeholders within our com-
munity and outside of it to get involved 
in new initiatives and deal with new chal-
lenges. Without a clearly defined mandate 
as to what Federation’s goals are, analysis 
of these initiatives is largely ad hoc. This 
is not ideal for the staff and volunteers 
and is not ideal for our stakeholders and 
donors. This process will also require 
time, thought and effort. The goal is to 
create more certainty for all concerned 
and to simplify decision-making when 
faced with new challenges and initiatives. 
I am looking forward to working on this 
initiative with Matt Singer chair of the 
Strategic Planning Committee. 

We have our work cut out for us this 
year, as I know it will be a challenging one 
in many ways, but I am looking forward to 
meeting those challenges.

Ellery Lew
President
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Integrated 
Bursary 
Program
Anonymity Dignity Equity

The Integrated Bursary Program of 
Jewish Federation of Edmonton has 

been modeled after a pilot project of the 
Calgary Jewish Federation based on the 
principals of equity, anonymity, and dig-
nity. This “one-stop shopping” program 
minimizes embarrassment and humilia-
tion for applicants to programs funded by 
JFE, as they only have to tell their story 
once. Every application is measured by 
the same standards, making the process 
as fair as possible, and confidential.

It is clear that IBP maximizes the 
opportunity for the most vulnerable in 
our community to fully participate in 
Jewish life. By improving access to bur-
sary funding through a trusted and effi-
cient process, more families and children 
who might otherwise not be able to par-
ticipate in Jewish life are able to do so, 
and do so proudly.

History
IBP emerged from the Poverty Project 

of Calgary Jewish Community Council 
(now Calgary Jewish Federation,) which 
identified difficulties in accessing subsidy 
as a barrier to participation in Jewish 
life. IBP was created to make the process 
of applying for a bursary more digni-
fied, anonymous, effective, and fair. The 
Jewish Federation of Edmonton has 
decided that this is the right model to 
adopt to deal with the growing number 
of people in our community who need 
financial assistance to fully participate in 
Jewish life in our City. Rather than hav-
ing to reveal financial information and 
extenuating circumstances to a variety 
of people, IBP offers a “one stop shop.” 
Families are able to make one application 
for bursaries for programs and services 

Now entering its 14th year, the Edmon-
ton Jewish Film Festival (EJFF) is 

gearing up for its annual event. EJFF will 
hit screens at the Landmark City Centre 
Cinemas in downtown Edmonton from 
May 15th through18th and May 22nd 
through 24th, with a slate of 10 films 
from around the world covering in a var-
iety of genres. 

EJFF Chair, Sam Koplowicz, along 
with his dedicated committee members 
are working very hard to rate and review 
films. Check out the blog by Esther Viragh 
http://ejff2016.tumblr.com for a sneak peak 
at some of the films that are currently 
being reviewed. Don’t worry-no spoilers. 
The final line-up will be determined by 
our committee of crack film reviewers at 
the end of this month.

Stay tuned to hear more about the 
Earl Parker Award for Jewish Film. Earl 
Parker, z”l, was an involved member of 
the Jewish community, may his memory 
be blessed. Last year, an anonymous 
donor set up a fund to hand out an award 
for contributions to local Jewish film in 
his honour. The prize will be awarded to 

Albertan Jewish Filmakers and/or films 
that deal with Jewish content, or as 
a scholarship for amateur Jewish film-
makers to take classes and workshops 
in film studies, cinematography, and 
the like. Specific criteria and application 
information will come out shortly in the 
JFED.

The EJFF relies on the support of our 
sponsors! With their generous support, 
along with that of the advertiser’s support 
they make the magic happen. In exchange 
for your generous support and promo-
tional consideration, the EJFF provides 
perks such as: invitation-only reception 
for sponsors on opening night, all-access 
festival passes, distinctive EJFF swag, 
and charitable tax receipts for a portion 
of sponsorship value. With all of that in 
mind, remember that all proceeds from 
EJFF go to Partnership2Gether (P2G), our 
community partnership program with the 
people of the Northern Galilee Panhandle. 
More information on that can be found 
elsewhere in this issue. If you would like 
to become a sponsor or advertiser, please 
contact ornar@edjfed.org. 

Save the date: 
Edmonton Jewish Film Festival
By orna riChter

Continued on Page 4
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On May 1st to 15th ten teenagers 
and their chaperone Faren Hochman 

from Edmonton will join over 600 Jewish 
High School students and Young Adults 
from across Canada to participate in the 
2016 March of the Living in Poland and 
Israel. The group will be accompanied 
by Holocaust Survivors and chaperones 
from all different types of backgrounds. 
The March of the Living brings together 
Jewish youth from Israel, the United 
States, Mexico, France, Great Britain, 
South Africa, Australia, and South Amer-
ica. There will also be groups from East-
ern Europe and countries of the former 
Soviet Union, Hungary and Romania.

Their journey begins in Poland, where 
the program will include visits to a num-
ber of Polish cities, towns and villages 
that were once vibrant centers of Jewish 
life and learning. The participants will 
see historic sites in Warsaw, including 

the Jewish cemetery, Ghetto Memorial 
and Mila 18. They will also visit Krakow, 
where they will see the Jewish Quarter 
and synagogues. Students will visit the 
concentration camps of Auschwitz-
Birkenau, Majdanek and Treblinka, where 
much of European Jewry was annihilated 
during WWII. The experience in Poland 
will be marked by special observances, 
culminating with the March of the Living 
itself from Auschwitz to Birkenau, which 
takes place on Yom Hashoah, Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. Despite the sadness 
of the occasion, even in Poland there will 
be moments of hope; the students will 
have the opportunity to connect with a 
new generation of Polish Jews who are 
committed to keeping Judaism alive in 
Poland and they will meet with non-
Jewish Polish students to discuss our 
shared past and to build bridges between 
our two cultures.

In Israel, the program will consist 
of a number of visits to exciting places 
and ancient sites, including Jerusalem, 
Masada, Tel Aviv, the Dead Sea, and 
more. During their stay in Israel they 
will take part in many special events 
organized specifically for the March of 
the Living 2016. On Yom Hazikaron, 
Israel’s Remembrance Day for soldiers, 
students will take part in ceremonies 
honoring Israel’s soldiers. The follow-
ing evening is Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israeli 
Independence day, and will include cele-
brations in honor of the establishment of 
the State of Israel.

Leading up to the trip, the students 
will be participating in weekly education-
al sessions led by Faren Hochman and 
Dani Uretsky, where they will be given 
the opportunity to learn more about their 
history and identity, before embarking on 
this once-in-a-lifetime trip. 

March of the Living 2016

offered by Talmud Torah School, Camp 
BB Riback, BBYO Edmonton, Maccabi 
Canada Alberta Team, March of the Living 
and the Asper Human Rights Trip. This 
application is completed one time for the 
entire year for all family members.

Within the limitations of each year’s 
UJA campaign and available funds, it is 
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton’s 
policy that families and individuals need-
ing a bursary be accommodated if at all 
possible.

We are committed to the ideal that 
no member of the Jewish community be 
denied a Jewish educational, social, or 
cultural experience.

The Process
A single, comprehensive application •	
is completed by each family which 
includes all children, desired services/
programs, anticipated cost of Jewish 

life, anticipated family contribution 
amount, and highlights of extenuat-
ing circumstances. This is submitted 
directly to JFE.
A trained counselor from Jewish Family •	
Services may meet with families to 
discuss the application and process if 
need be. Upon meeting completion, 
the counselor makes a recommenda-
tion regarding the family contribution 
amount, as well as recommended pro-
vision of requested services (i.e. how 
many weeks of camp, etc.).
A small adjudication committee com-•	
prised of volunteers representing dif-
ferent segments of the community 
convenes, and reviews each file. The 
files are by number only – no names 
are present or referred to. The com-
mittee works with a pre-budgeted 
allocation purse as approved by the 
Federation Board, and continues to 
review all files several times to sup-
port as many reasonable requests as 

possible.
Families are then notified of the out-•	
come of their application, and the 
amount requested of them as their 
contribution. The committee enter-
tains appeals on an as-needed basis.
Partner organizations work with the •	
IBP process, in some cases reducing 
their price tag for certain services. 
If Federation is unable to provide a 
bursary, the organizations themselves 
can step in on appeal and may choose 
to fund the bursaries themselves.
Funds owed to partners are paid dir-•	
ectly by Federation as part of the com-
munity allocation process, with IBP 
recipient families paying a specified 
amount to each partner on their own 
(as pre-determined through adjudica-
tion). Those amounts are communi-
cated to a designated person at each 
organization, keeping the process 
equitable and involving as few addi-
tional people as possible.

continued from page 3

Integrated Bursary Program
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University students in Hillel enjoying a Lunch & Learn.

Hillel members participating in a student led program at the annual Shabbat Shabang.

Young adults from universities across Western Canada met in Calgary for a Shabbaton. 

Hillel 
Update
Hillel of Edmonton welcomes every 

student on campus back to school 
for the 2016 Winter Term and wishes 
them a very happy New Year! Hillel 
kicked off the 2016 year with another 
successful Jews n’ Brews, where 15 of our 
post secondary student representatives 
from around the city gathered to social-
ize and provide insight on the remainder 
of the school year. 

Another major event that occurred 
this past month was Western Canada 
Hillel’s annual Shabbaton: Shabbat 
Shabang. Like-minded individuals from 
university campuses across Edmonton, 
Calgary and Winnipeg met and got to 
enjoy a thought-provoking and enlight-
ened weekend where they got to learn 
and share their experiences and opinions 
on many topics such as Israel, Judaism 
and student life. There is much more to 
come, including lunch and learns lead 
by our community members and other 
interesting speakers. Stay tuned!
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The Edmonton Jewish Free Loan Soci-
ety has been making interest-free 

loans to members of the Edmonton Jew-
ish community since 1920, when a small 
group of men started a collection to help 
newly arriving Jewish immigrants from 
Eastern Europe. 

The concept of interest-free loans 
stems from the Torah itself. In Exodus, 
parashat Mishpatim, it states that a Jew 
should not charge interest when lend-
ing money to other Jews. This parashah 
has been used by many founding mem-
bers of Jewish communities throughout 
North America to establish organizations 
similar to Edmonton Jewish Free Loan 
Society. 

When the Society started in the 1920’s, 
there were real reasons to focus on the 
Jewish community. 

Immigrants who settled here couldn’t 
get loans from banks. There was anti-
Semitism and difficulty getting support 
outside of the Jewish community.

Edmonton Jewish Free Loan Society
It was a powerful model of commun-

al self-help that allowed Jews to build 
wealth while paying back funds so others 
could benefit. 

In 2005, a small group of Edmonton 
Jewish community members saw a need 
to restart the Edmonton Jewish Free 
Loan Society. 

Sustaining that model today, almost 
100 years later, Edmonton Jewish Free 
Loan Society makes loans every year to 
local Jews for a variety of reasons. 

Adoption/in-vitro 

Appliances 

Legal Fees

Business Tools 

Car & Repairs 

Education 

Emergencies 

Home Improvement

Living Expenses

Medical/Dental

Moving Expense

Rent/Mortgage 
Payments

Resettlement 
Support

Special Needs  
(disability specific)

Utilities 

The application process is clearly 
laid out on the Jewish Federation of 
Edmonton’s website, as are the terms 
of repayment: www.jewishedmonton.org. 
It’s a relatively easy process with little red 
tape, once an application is submitted; 
a board member contacts the borrower 
within 48 hours. They meet, discuss the 
application and, at the next board meet-
ing, the loan is dealt with. The applica-
tions are processed quickly and are com-
pletely confidential.

There are two types of loans available: 
Personal (maximum $5,000); Emergency 
(maximum $750); both of which require 
guarantors.

Today, there are about 50 Jewish free 
loan associations worldwide; though they 
operate autonomously, they share similar 
missions and hold an annual conference 
to share resources and ideas. For more 
information, please see the website, or 
contact Betty at the JFE office, (780) 
487-0585.

From the CEO’s Desk
Another UJA Campaign 

has drawn to a close, and 
I am pleased to say that we 
have not only met our goal 

of $1.1 million, but exceeded it. This is 
very reassuring, especially in the current 
economy. This means that our Federation 
will be able to continue to offer the same 
level of Jewish programming, support of 
our national and local beneficiaries, as 
well as Israel, as we always have. Thanks 
to UJA dollars, we can participate in Jewish 
life on a local, national and international 
stage. Your UJA dollars help to fund things 
like political advocacy, Holocaust Educa-
tion, outreach programs such as Herit-
age Days, Jewish experiential education 
like Camp BB and Birthright, Asper and 
March of the Living. Your donation helps 
to alleviate poverty and suffering in the 
Former Soviet Union through the Joint 
Distribution Committee, and right here 

in Edmonton through Jewish Family Ser-
vices. You help to support kosher food at 
Our Parent’s Home, and provide Senior’s 
transportation to programs at the Drop-in 
Centre. You help students enjoy a more 
enriched Jewish life through PJ Library, 
BBYO, Hillel and the Asper and March 
of the Living programs. You allow the 
community to celebrate holidays such as 
Yom Hazikaron, Yom Ha’atzmaut and Yom 
Hashoah together. You help our commun-
ity liaise with the communities of the 
Northern Galillee in numerous ways to 
forge friendships and business relation-
ships as well as to help them build their 
community to make it as strong as ours is 
both economically and socially. In short, 
your UJA dollars do a lot, and you should 
be proud and aware of all that they do.

I would like to thank our Campaign 
Co-Chairs, Stacey Leavitt-Wright and 
Suzanne Davis for an outstanding job. 

Unfortunately, we say goodbye to Stacey 
in this position, but we are happy that she 
has joined us on the Federation Executive 
Board. I would like to thank our rookie 
UJA campaign director, Orna Richter for 
pulling it all together, with the assist-
ance of Elianna Lisan, Development and 
Program Associate, for keeping the data-
bases, accounts and numbers straight and 
for cleaning up our system after years of 
neglect. We have come a long way in a 
very short period of time, and we hope to 
improve upon that even more next year. 
We had some great UJA events this year, 
and we are already thinking about how we 
can top them next year, so keep your eyes 
open for the opening event of next year’s 
campaign in September, 2016!

Now we turn our sights to other pro-
grams in our calendar. We have begun to 
plan for the Asper and March of the Living 

Continued on Page 8



HaKolFebruary 2016 7

For current events and news, check out the JFed e-weekly at www.Jewishedmonton.org

Volunteers devote time and passionate 
commitment to UJA and touch many 

lives in meaningful ways. On Thursday, 
January 28th, we closed our UJA Cam-
paign 2015 with an appreciation event for 
our dedicated volunteer canvassers at the 
residence of Kayla Shoctor.

The event was everything a UJA Closing 
should be: fun, entertaining, and just a 
tad educational. The evening kicked off 
with entertainment that put everyone 
in a good mood. Accomplished pianist, 
Riquette Sherman, previous professor 
of music at Queen’s University, uplifted 
us with music ranging from Strauss 
Waltzes and Argentine Tangos to pieces 
from “Fiddler on the Roof” and “My Fair 
Lady”. Adding to the warm ambience, 
were the beautiful and numerous art dis-
plays hanging throughout Kayla’s lovely 
home. 

As the evening progressed, speeches 
were delivered by immediate past UJA 
co-chair, Stacey-Leavitt Wright and con-
tinuing UJA co-chair, Suzanne Davis. The 
co-chairs expressed their sincere grati-
tude to the canvassers for their dedica-
tion and leadership this past Campaign, 
as their efforts are vital to the continuity 
of our community. Plans for the future of 
Campaign were addressed, and surveys 
were handed out for canvassers to rate 
their volunteer experience and offer any 
words of advice or suggestions to the 
staff.

Throughout the event, guests were 
treated to wine and cheese. Part of the 
evening’s highlight was watching a year-
review presentation showcasing the work 
of the Jewish Federation throughout the 
past year. But mostly, it was exciting for 
canvassers to mingle with one another, 
share stories, and schmooze.

It is very encouraging to see canvass-
ers come together in a show of team spir-
it. Thanks to all those who came out to 

the event. If you, or someone you know, 
is interested in canvassing for UJA, please 
do not hesitate to contact ornar@edjfed.
org. Your life will be enriched by your 

participation. And the next time an occa-
sion like this rolls around, don’t regret 
missing out on the event that everyone is 
talking about! 

UJA Co-Chair Suzanne Davis, Stephanie Hendin and Riquette Sherman.

Orna Richter, UJA CO-Chair Stacey Leavitt-Wright and Ellery Lew

Nikki Lazar, Kayla Shoctor and Stacey Levitt-Wright at the UJA closing event at the home of Kayla Shoctor.

United Jewish Appeal Closing 2016

An evening of Music, Wine & Cheese
By orna riChter



8 February 2016

For current events and news, check out the JFed e-weekly at www.Jewishedmonton.org

HaKol

It’s almost as if we’re getting married. 
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton 

and the Talmud Torah Society are act-
ing on the direction that the Jewish 
Community gave both organizations; 
namely to start discussing the placement 
and building of a new Jewish Community 
Center on land adjacent to the Talmud 
Torah. If successful, these discussions will 
yield two significant outcomes - a new 
JCC building, and a contract defining how 
these two strong and vital organizations 
will get along now and into the future. 

In many respects, the building of the 
JCC is the easier of the two simply because 
(as any married couple can tell you) the 
building of a long-term relationship, one 
that can last a lifetime, is very complex.

The Jewish Federation, and the Talmud 
Torah Society - each with their own need 
for due diligence - must not only under-
stand the implications of changing land 
use but also of changing relationships. In a 
marriage we symbolically use a Ketubah to 
represent our commitment to each other 
as well as our responsibility to each other. 

For the new JCC to flourish for future 
generations, we must carefully consider 
the words that go into a contract that, like 
the Ketubah, defines how we get along.

As with any other relationship dis-
cussion, both sides will have to define, 
explicitly, what they want and what they 
need. It sounds boring, but it’s important 
for each party to understand the require-
ments for our relationship to work. To 
help with that understanding, we will be 
asking questions like:

Based on the community feedback we 1. 
have received, what can we realistic-
ally build and sustain long term?
What is the benefit to Edmonton’s 2. 
Jewish community having the JCC 
built upon Talmud Torah Land? 
What does the Talmud Torah gain from 3. 
having a JCC attached to its building?
Who will pay for and who own what, 4. 
now and into the future?

It may seem obvious the benefits to 
the community and to the Talmud Torah. 
But how often have unspoken words, 
the obvious words, not been obvious to 
others? It is vital, for this to be a success, 
that we have those hard and awkward 
conversations, that we make explicit what 
only seems obvious. We must do this 
because the stakes are so high. 

Building a new JCC in Edmonton is 
not simply an act of building a structure 
or enhancing a relationship between the 

We’d Like To Announce 
Our Engagement

JFED and TTS, but an even more com-
plex process of community building. Of 
adding as much value, both financial and 
community based, as possible to Jewish 
Edmonton. 

Building a great, inclusive facility takes 
time. Time to understand the needs that 
the facility will serve, now and into the 
future. Time to understand the impacts 
that facility will have on the land and 
existing organizational structures. Time 
to understand how to best build the rela-
tionships needed to maintain the struc-
ture for the life of our grandchildren. And 
finally, time to understand how to add 
value to our community, to build it up and 
make Jewish Edmonton more resilient, 
welcoming and understanding.

In the coming weeks the TTS and 
JFED will be forming committees to begin 
negotiations. Using the feedback received 
at the town hall meetings as a starting 
point, we will work together to identify 
the issues - both the challenges and the 
opportunities - that will help us define 
our relationship as well as our needs in 
a JCC. We expect our kickoff meeting to 
be sometime in early January and we will 
provide updates as frequently as reason-
ably possible.

It is important to remember that some-
times you must go slowly to go quickly. 

 Ellery Lew Rebecca Asbell
 President,  President,
 JFED Talmud Torah Society

trips, and educational sessions have start-
ed. Board member Faren Hochman will be 
leading the MOL trip. We are getting ready 
for Holocaust Education Week in March, 
and Yom Hashoah in May. We are prepar-
ing for Good Deeds Day in April, and Yom 
Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut in May, as 
well as the Edmonton Jewish Film Festival, 
which will take place over two weekends in 
May. Preparations are also underway for 
this year’s Heritage Days, taking place on 
the August long weekend.

In addition, this quarter saw some 

changes in how we have traditionally done 
things at a governance level. If you came 
to the AGM, you will know about the cor-
porate re-organization we are undergoing, 
led by VP Steve Shafir, which will take 
us from five organizations down to three 
and simplify our accounting and finan-
cial statements, as well as save us some 
money. We have also decided to join with 
Calgary to form Team Alberta for the North 
American Maccabi Games and Artsfest, 
under the able leadership of Alexa Steiner, 
and this will also streamline things and 
save us some money and bureaucracy, and 
hopefully increase participation. The lar-

gest and most complicated new program 
we are taking on is the Integrated Bursary 
Program, which you can read about later 
in this issue. Under this program, pion-
eered by the Calgary Jewish Federation, 
families will be able to apply for bursaries 
to allow their children to fully participate 
in all aspects of Jewish life subsidized 
under the Federation umbrella with ano-
nymity, dignity and equality. We believe 
it will help to make Edmonton an even 
better and more cohesive and welcoming 
community. I hope you will agree.

Debby Shoctor
CEO

continued from page 6

From the CEO’s Desk
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BBYO 
Update
By JaSon UritSky, edmonton City SUperviSor

Hello! The boys and girls from Edmon-
ton BBYO and myself wish everyone 

in the Jewish Community a happy New 
Year. Since the break, the members have 
held many fun and captivating programs. 
The members hosted a Channukah pot-
luck, where they shared the spirit of the 
holidays as well as some delicious treats 
together. We kicked off the start of 2016 
with a lot of excitement, as the boys got 
together to display good sportsmanship 
and have some fun at their ice skating 
program. As wel, all members got to enjoy 
the season with their sledding programs. 
The regional board members, consisting 
of members from Edmonton and Calgary 
(and even Jasper), congregated in Cal-
gary a few weekends ago to discuss and 
plan out the 2016 programming term 
as well as to build their leadership and 
creative abilities.

There are a lot more exciting events 
and programs coming up for the rest of 
the year including a regional convention 
in Calgary in the first weekend of March; 
where members of Edmonton, Calgary, 
Saskatoon and Vancouver BBYO will all 
be gathering to enjoy Snoboy/M.B.A. 
(Mind. Body. Attitude.) festivities which 
helps to empower the members’ spirit, 
challenge their creativity and most of 
all make life-long memories with friends 

The members of the BBYO Regional Board meet together in Calgary to 
discuss and create programming for the 2016 term. 

BBYO members from Northwest Canada region gathered together in 
Edmonton for a weekend of thought-provoking activities and fun.

old and new. Included in the upcoming 
convention is our annual black tie gala, 
as well as a regional membership hockey 
tournament. 

With all this excitement buzzing 
around, and the members hard at work, 

I am confident that the state of BBYO in 
2016 is going to be amazing for anyone 
who is there to participate. Anyone in 
grades 9-12 is highly encouraged to come 
out and enjoy the programming, you 
won’t want to miss it!
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P2G: 
Mifgashim 

and so much more…
A reflection on the 

P2G Gesher Chai Adult 
Ambassadors Program

By reBeCCa aSBell  

I have recently returned from a trip to 
Israel. But this trip was unlike other 

trips to Israel that I have experienced. 
As a new committee member of the P2G 
(Partnership Together) Program, I was 
asked to attend an Ambassadors Program 
to gain a better understanding of hap-
penings in our P2G Israeli counterpart 
community in the Northern Galilee Pan-
handle. Before I begin explaining why 
this Israel experience was so different, I 
will begin by explaining why I joined the 
P2G committee and the developments 
leading up to this experience. 

It was the school year of 2014 – 2015 

and my eldest child was a participant 
of the P2G mifgashim: the exchange 
program between grade 9 students of 
Edmonton Talmud Torah with those 
of our sister school, Emek HaChula. 
For my daughter and the children in 
her class it was an amazing experi-
ence. When I heard that Ivan Steiner, 
Edmonton’s P2G chair, was looking for 
new members for his committee, I hap-
pily offered to join his crew. I knew this 
was a worthwhile program, and was 
excited to be a part of it. What I did not 
know was that the P2G program does so 
much more than the student exchange 
programs. 

Shortly after joining the committee, 
we had a meeting, and I was introduced 
to the spectrum of P2G responsibilities. 
To become more familiarized with P2G, 
Ivan asked me to consider attending a 
P2G Coast to Coast joint steering com-
mittee meeting in Vancouver in June, 
2015. I agreed. I was welcomed gra-
ciously by other members of the P2G 
Coast to Coast, and by the Israeli leaders. 
However, there was one complication: 
I felt lost. I lacked knowledge regarding 
Jewish Life, the activities and administra-
tive infrastructure of our Israeli partner 
communities. During this meeting, the 
concept of the Ambassadors Program 

was introduced, discussed and approved. 
The Program was geared for new mem-

bers to P2G with three main goals: 
Jewish Peoplehood1. : to develop a local 
lay leadership that will learn to have 
an understanding about Jewish life 
and administrative infrastructure in 
the partner communities; 
Leadership2. : the participating indi-
vidual should be engaged in their 
own communities’ P2G program;
Enduring relationships 3. with Galilee 
hosts.

I felt confident in my ability to achieve 
these goals, so I accepted the opportunity 
and started this adventure on November 
15, 2015. 

Although this was my seventh jour-
ney to the Holy Land, this trip was very 
different. Previous trips to Israel took 
me to tourist destinations. On this trip, 
I was taken to places tourists generally 
would not visit. I went to places where 
I was experiencing, learning, and mak-
ing connections with people and places 
in the region. I visited sites that have 
received funding, or have requested sup-
port through the efforts of P2G fundrais-
ing by our Coast to Coast communities 
in Canada. It was amazing to see the suc-
cess stories of projects that were given 
seed money from our communities and 

Rebecca and Ivan with Metula Mayor David Azouly at the site of the Good Fence. 

Rebecca and Ivan planting a tree. 
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are still running years later as success-
ful self-sufficient programs. I was taken 
to sites in the midst of construction and 
those where there are visions for future 
development. At each site visit, I was 
given private tours and explanations of 
the programs. I was impressed with the 
visions and missions of each of the pro-
grams, and with the ability of the leaders 
in these regions to work in partnership 
with one another on community build-
ing to enrich the lives of people in the 
entire region. It became evident that the 
people living and working in this region 
want to see it grow and continue to suc-
ceed.

Another major difference with this 
trip was that I was hosted. Having home 
hospitality was very special. This wonder-
ful family agreed to have a stranger living 
amongst them for five days. It was amaz-
ing what happened in such a short time: 
we bonded quickly and we had a great 
week. We talked about so many things, 
even though my Hebrew is far from fluent, 
and neither is their English. I continue to 
communicate with my host family and 
have no doubt that I will spend time with 

them on my next journey to Israel. I was 
invited to dinner in the homes of families 
from the P2G mifgashim; I had meetings 

with local Israeli lay leaders, and was 
shown gracious hospitality by everyone. 
Through this experience, I have made 
connections, and gained a better under-
standing of peoplehood in our partner 
communities. 

When I visited this region as a tourist, 
I was amazed by its physical beauty and 
the calm, quiet nature of it compared to 
other areas of the country. After complet-
ing this journey, I am even more amazed 
by the beauty of this region because of 
the people within it.

In summary, this program exceeded 
my expectations. In order to familiarize 
new members of P2G and help achieve 
the main goals of this program, it makes 
sense to “get our boots on the ground”. I 
now feel a strong connection to Israel’s 
Galilee panhandle region. I learned so 
much about it and met so many people. 
I feel more confident about participating 
in upcoming P2G Coast to Coast meet-
ings. I also know that planning future 
mifgashim will have an even stronger 
meaning and pleasure for me.

Respectfully submitted,
Rebecca Asbell

Canada-Israel wall at Lev HaEmek. 

Talmud Torah Artwork displayed 
at Lev HaEmek school in Israel. 

When you give to a charity today, 
they will probably spend 80 – 90 

% of your contributions for needs today. 
The other amount goes towards admin-
istration 2%, information and programs 
3%, and hopefully a little extra for long 
term investment. That is the give now, 
spend now method.

With Edmonton Jewish Community 
Charitable Foundation (EJCCF), once 
we receive your donation, invest it, so 
that your donation will continue to 
“keep on giving in perpetuity”. It may 
not seem like a lot of money now, but 
here are three examples of what the 
EJCCF can look like in the future. 

Give Now, Spend Now 
vs. Give Now, Spend Forever
By miChael paUll

to ask, and two years later they are at 
$100,000,000.

In contrast, the Gates Foundation sits 
currently at a staggering $3,000,000,000. 
But they are in a class all by themselves. 
The purpose of this foundation is to 
continually give where money is needed. 
This is the ultimate philosophy of give 
now and spend forever. I think in this 
case, the catch phrase should be “To 
infinity… and beyond”

Well, back here in Edmonton, our 
catch phrase is “We have to start some-
where, and today is the earliest you 
can begin”. I know that Edmonton will 
eventually have a sizeable endowment in 
place, but it is early days yet. I know that 
if we just tell our own Jewish population, 
what we do, the money will follow.

Michael Paull is the chairman for the 
EJCCF and can be reached by e-mail at 
michael@micol.ca or 780-994-3523

The Jewish Foundation of Calgary in 
2013 had just over $5 million dollars in 
its endowment plan. That same year it 
donated just over $200 thousand dollars. 
It gave away 91 grants. And the beauty 
of this is that next year, and for years to 
come, this foundation will do the same 
over and over again.

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba in 
2013 ha $90 million dollars in its endow-
ment plan. That same year it donated 
$2.8 million to different charities. Every 
year the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba 
will be donating almost $3 million dol-
lars. And all of this, without asking any-
one for any more money. But it continued 
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Jewish Federations of North America 
General Assembly

By rotem lavy

This past November I had the privilege 
and honor of attending the annual 

General Assembly (GA) of the Jewish Fed-
erations of North America in Washington 
DC as the J.CORE representative. The GA 
is the largest gathering of Federation staff 
and lay-leaders, with the 2015 assembly 
hosting more than 3000 attendees from 
over 250 communities in North America. 

The GA consisted of plenary ses-
sions, workshops, breakout sessions and, 
of course, many networking opportun-
ities. Among the keynote speakers were 
the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, head of opposition Isaac 
Herzog, as well as the White House Chief 
of Staff Denis McDonough. There were 
many other inspiring speakers: actress and 
Jewish philanthropist Debra Messing; and 
author Jennifer Teege, who volunteered on 
a kibbutz in Israel and lived in Tel Aviv, and 
later in life discovered that her biological 
grandfather was the notorious Nazi leader 
Amon Goeth. There was also a substantial 
representation from our side of the border: 
not only did the 2015 GA see the largest 
Canadian delegation to date, but some of 
the keynote talks were given by none other 
than Justice Rosalie Abella, former MP 
Hon. Irwin Cotler, and former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Hon. John Baird. Needless 
to say, this was a great and important 
Jewish gathering.

Personally, I loved listening to Justice 
Abella describe what it was like to be the 
first Jewish female on the Supreme Court. 
I found her captivating story-telling, 
contagious energy, charm and charisma 
inspiring for me both as the young profes-
sional taking my first few steps as a female 
scientist in a world dominated by males, 
and as an active member of the Jewish 
community who would like to see it thrive 
and flourish. 

Another session that I found particu-
larly interesting and relevant was the one 

held by the Jewish federation of Detroit. A 
few years ago the Detroit Jewish commun-
ity found itself in a struggle very similar 
to what we experience here in Edmonton: 
many younger members of the commun-
ity were leaving for other cities, few were 
coming back, and the community was 
getting older and smaller. In their words: 
their community started to die off. It 
was then that the community decided to 
take a gamble, and place all its chips on 
the young adult division. They realized 
that they needed to (a) get young Jewish 
families to move to Detroit, (b) find a way 
to retain them, and (c) offer them the life-
style and community engagement that our 
generation is seeking, which differs from 
those of our parents’ and grandparents’ 
generations. 

In Detroit, they understood that in 
order to get young adults to invest in the 
community, they first must engage them. 
And they did that by offering targeted pro-

grams, activities and services. The Detroit 
Jewish community, while not back to its 
size of 15 years ago, has seen a steady, 
sharp growth over the past five years, both 
in size and in UJA contributions. I believe 
we can learn from their experience, and 
try to implement some of the valuable 
lessons they’ve learned along the way on 
our road to making the Edmonton Jewish 
community the prosperous, engaging 
community we all know it can be. 

The 2015 JFNA GA was a fantastic 
experience, and I left the hotel feeling 
more inspired and motived than ever. 
I believe that every federation staff and 
community lay-leader would benefit from 
attending this meeting in the future, and I 
am truly hoping to be fortunate enough to 
do so again myself. I would like to extend 
my gratitude to the Jewish Federation of 
Edmonton and J.CORE for providing me 
with this great opportunity and for their 
generous support.

Canadian Delegation at the GA Rotem Lavy, Justice Rosalie 
Abella, Ariella & Irwin Cotler and Orna Richter.
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Kristallnacht 
November 9th, 2015

On November 9th, 2015 our com-
munity came together at the Beth 

Shalom Synagogue to commemorate 
Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass. 
Although our guest speaker, Nick Winton, 
son of Sir Nicholas Winton, was unable 
to make it from England due to passport 
issues, the commemoration still carried 
on.

There was a candle-lighting service 
which featured some of our local sur-
vivors: Sonia Sheckter, 2nd generation 
participant Dr. Leon Kagan; Ann Davis 
and her daughter, 2nd generation par-
ticipant Suzanne Davis; Issy Burstyn and 
his daughter, 2nd generation participant 
Nora Lyman. We would like to thank the 
survivors for being there for us as well as 
Holocaust Education Committee Chair 
Gary Goldsand for emceeing, and March 
Of the Living Alumnus Faren Hochman 
for doing a reading.

In lieu of Nick Winton, we viewed 
the movie of his father’s story, “Nicky’s 
Family”. This docudrama tells the story 
of Nicholas Winton, an Englishman who 
organized the rescue of 669 Czech and 
Slovak children just before the outbreak 
of World War II. Winton did not speak 
about these events with anyone for more 
than half a century. His exploits would 
have probably been forgotten if his wife, 
fifty years later, had not found a suitcase 
in the attic, full of documents and trans-
port plans. Today the story of this rescue 
is known all over the world. Dozens of 
Winton’s “children” have been found and 
to this day his family has grown to almost 
6,000 people, many of whom have gone 
on to achieve great things themselves. 
The film was very moving. 

The Federation’s Holocaust Education 
Committee would like to thank everyone 
for their participation in this important 
evening. A special thank you to the Beth 
Shalom and Bozena for catering the food 
at the reception that followed.
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It took us time to get here… In 1996, a 
group of Edmonton community lead-

ers agreed that we owed much of our 
own personal success to the love, com-
mitment, life-lessons and unwavering 
support of our parents. They were always 
there for us. 

Our Parents’ Home is pleased to be a 
beneficiary of Edmonton UJA. A visionary 
project initiated under the leadership of 
Tulane Rollingher, Our Parents’ Home 
is the culmination of years of work by a 
group of dedicated community volunteers 
who took action with little more than 
their drive and determination to build a 
Jewish senior’s home in Edmonton. They 
realized that the job ahead would be 
challenging, but their commitment was 
unwavering. Their drive was fueled by a 
vision for our aging parents of living in 
comfort and dignity in their remaining 
years in a senior’s residence attuned to 
Jewish values and traditions. Through 
Our Parents’ Home they have created 
for our community a truly remarkable 
legacy for generations to come.

It is with great pleasure that we intro-
duce you to this wonderful new residence. 
The dedication and steadfast commitment 

over the past 10 years of Lesley Jacobson, 
Our Parents’ Home Executive Director, 
was instrumental in organizing, guiding 
and ensuring that Our Parents’ Home 
(OPH) got up and running. The only 
kosher Jewish senior’s home between 
Winnipeg and Vancouver, OPH opened 
in August 2015 as a premium seniors’ 
residence built to allow our parents to 
live each day fully and maintain close 
ties to their culture and community. 
With 80 one- and two-bedroom suites, 
two memory care floors and a supportive 
living floor, OPH is a safe, modern, and 
welcoming community. 

Uniquely designed to meet the needs 
of today’s seniors, Our Parents’ Home 
enables its residents to continue living 
the quality of life they’re accustomed to 
with the independence and respect they 
deserve. Within the residence one finds 
the highest standards of on-site seniors’ 
support services, ensuring one’s abil-
ity to maintain fulfilling social connec-
tions, need for safety and security while 
also providing the reassurance that help 
and care are nearby. The rewarding and 
enriching lifestyle available to our seniors 
goes far beyond its kosher dining and 

Beneficiary Profile

Our Parents’ Home
Independent Living — Supportive Living — Memory Care

holiday programming to include health 
and wellness programming with such 
amenities as a fitness room, group fitness 
classes, on-site health care professionals 
and wellness services, recreational activ-
ities, educational lectures, social outings, 
library (under construction) and even 
a hair salon. In the heart of Edmonton, 
OPH is just steps away from Beth Shalom, 
the Jewish Drop-In Centre, restaurants, 
pharmacies, grocery stores, shopping and 
Edmonton’s spectacular river valley.

What makes OPH feel like home? 
Warmth. Comfort. Engaging social 
opportunities. Residents can enjoy meal 
service with friends in the main floor 
dining room or come to the social heart 
of Our Parents’ Home, the exquisite 14th 
floor “lounge in the sky” with a piano, 
billiards, fireplace and outdoor patio. 

Our Parents’ Home is a welcoming 
and caring community that supports 
all residents in pursuing their passions 
and embracing the things that matter to 
them most. Our Parents’ Home is part of 
a thriving community designed to create 
connections…personal, family, and with 
community.

The cultural landscape of the 
Edmonton Jewish community has grown 
and flourished as a result of the vision 
and commitment of all those who have 
come before us. Our community has been 
infinitely enriched by the institutions cre-
ated to meet the great diversity of Jewish 
expression in Edmonton and Our Parents’ 
Home is a wonderful new addition to an 
enriching Jewish life in our city, and is 
supported by our UJA campaign.

A very special thank you to the ori-
ginal group of visionaries who have cre-
ated for our community a truly remark-
able legacy.

Tulane Rollingher, Wes Alexander, 
Ellen Ayles, Lorraine Baram (Z”L), Len 
Dolgoy, Sam Friedman (Z”L), Frederick 
Greenberg (Z”L), Stephen Mandel, Jean 
Oshry, Peter Owen (Z”L), Bernard Snell 
(Z”L)
Our Parents’ Home 10112 – 119 St. (Jasper 

Ave and 119 St.) info@ourparentshome.com 

Upcoming Events:
March 9: Federation Board Meeting

March 13: PJ Purim Program

March 22-23: Holocaust Symposium, 
Provincial Museum

April 6: Federation Board Meeting

April 10: Good Deeds Day

April 17: PJ Pesach Program

April 22 to 30: Pesach

May 1-15: March of the Living Trip

May 5: Yom Hashoah, 
Legislature Grounds

May 8: PJ Yom Ha’atzmaut Program

May 10: Yom Hazikaron, Beth Shalom

May 11: Yom Ha’atzmaut, Beth Israel

May 15, 18, 22 and 24:  
Edmonton Jewish Film Festival, 
Landmark Cinemas

May 15 to 18th: Asper Trip
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2015 UJA Campaign Review

On many levels, the 2015 UJA Cam-
paign has been an important one for 

our community. It helped raise greatly 
needed funds to support vital Federation 
programs and services such as PJ Library, 
holocaust education for teens, BBYO, 
JCORE, Edmonton Free Loan Society, 
Edmonton Jewish Film Festival, Yom 
Ha’zikaron, Yom Ha’atzmaut, and Herit-
age Days Israel Pavilion. It provided a 
variety of events, including guest lecturers 
and speakers, which helped keep our com-
munity engaged and informed on import-
ant issues surrounding Israel and our 
global Jewish community. It also allocated 
50% of its funds to support local Jewish 
beneficiary agencies. In addition, it has 
served as a tool to help educate our com-
munity on the importance of giving back.

We have been so moved by the show of 
support of our community to the annual 
Campaign, which raised over our stated 
goal of $1.1 million, plus an additional 
$4000 was raised to purchase neonatal 
incubator units in Afula, Israel. We have 
also been delighted with the many new 
donors who have joined our Campaign 
this year. 

With the 2015 Campaign behind us, 
we are looking forward to the upcoming 
2016 UJA Campaign this fall and the many 
opportunities it will bring. As we continue 
to work to engage the younger generation, 
we hope to strengthen our UJA Campaign 
so that we may in turn create a stronger 
and more vibrant Edmonton Jewish com-
munity for us all.

Thanks to the tremendous and dedicat-
ed efforts of our UJA co-chairs, Suzanne 
Davis & Stacey Leavitt-Wright, our 80 
volunteer canvassers, and the heartfelt 
support of more than 600 thoughtful and 

generous donors. The many volunteers 
who joined us as canvassers provided 
important leadership, valuable expertise 
and support for our Campaign and to 
them we extend our greatest respect and 
gratitude. To our many donors, we provide 
our warmest thanks and appreciation. 
Your outpouring of generosity, vision and 
compassion demonstrated that, through 
UJA’s collective fund, we can do more, 
make profound advances, and allocate 
funds in a strategic way, transforming 

Jewish lives in Edmonton, Israel, and 
across the globe. You make everything we 
do possible.

Please help us continue to keep our 
Jewish community safe, strong, and 
vibrant. Get involved. Donate, participate 
or volunteer. Your lives will be enriched 
by your participation. And we hope you 
will join us for what comes next. To get 
involved or for more information, please 
contact Orna Richter at 780-487-0585 ext. 
206 or at ornar@edjfed.org.

Remembrance Day November 11th, 2015

Suzanne Davis Stacey 
Leavitt-Wright

Orna Richter

On Wednesday, November 11th, 2015 
the community gathered at the 

Edmonton Jewish Cemetery to remem-
ber those Jewish Edmontonians who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in defense 
of our Canadian freedoms. Rabbi Kliel 
Rose of Beth Shalom led us in a service 
in the chapel.

Members of BBYO led us out to the 
Cenotaph to complete the service with 
Rabbi Friedman reciting the El Moleh 
Rachamim and Ben Comer playing “The 
Last Post” on the bugle, which was the 

followed by various Jewish community 
representatives laying their wreaths at 
the Cenotaph in remembrance.

Representatives of our community 
also simultaneously attended the offi-
cial City of Edmonton ceremony at the 
Butterdome.

As always, a special thank you goes 
out to Ken Wasserman, Dave Marcus, and 
Murray Glick for their many years of con-
tinuous assistance in running this pro-
gram and making sure it runs smoothly. 
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Communication in the Age of Social Media
By tal toUBiana

With the onset of the “age 
of social media” the ways 

in which we communicate 
have been drastically altered. 
In the business world, schol-
ars have estimated that the 

economic impact of social media is close 
to a trillion dollars. 

The impact of social media is not, how-
ever, only relevant to the business bottom-
line. Given its wide reach and growing 
economic importance, social media has 
changed many aspects of our personal 
lives, especially the way in which we com-
municate. No longer do we need pen, 
paper and a stamp to reach those across 
the ocean, news reaches us instantaneous-
ly with graphic images that we can share 
with those to whom we are connected. 
We tend to share our feelings, introduce 
new ideas, promote simchas and even less 
happy events on our personal pages. We 
can reach not only those in our city with 
our updates but those far from us. 

At The Jewish Federation of Edmonton, 
our goal is to touch the lives of every 
member of our community and to con-
nect them with each other, and with fellow 
Jews around the world. With recent stud-
ies suggesting that about three-quarters 
of the adults with internet access use 
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram as a mode 
of communication, the ways in which we 
as a Jewish Community can connect also 
needs to similarly adapt. While many of us 
have seen how social media has resulted in 
changes in our personal networks, or how 
on a global scale social media has mobilized 
movements, incitement and public aware-
ness (not always for good). Collectively as 
Jews, perhaps we have thought less about 
how social media can build our commun-
ities. I think this is an opportunity that we 
do not want to miss.

At the Jewish Federation of Edmonton 
we are working to use social media to cre-
ate a platform(s) which will act as a local 

Between the ages of 13-17? Interested in 
having an awesome experience meeting 
other jewish teens from around the world?
JCC Maccabi Games and Artsfest are a one 
week, whirlwind Jewish experience for teens.

Sports include:
• Soccer • Volleyball • Lacrosse
• Basketball • Inline hockey • Dance
• Baseball • Golf • Table Tennis
• Tennis • Swimming

Arts specialities include:
• Dance • Culinary • Improv
• Visual arts • Musical Theatre
• Vocal performance / Glee

To find out more information please contact:

Calgary: Joel Zimmerman
jzimmerman@cjcc.ca - 403 444 3155

Edmonton: Alexa Steiner
alexa.steiner7@gmail.com - 587 224 2522

go to the

jcc maccabi games/
artsfestaugust 5-12, 2016

network whereby we can all share our 
news, events and, of course, our concerns. 
Many of you are showing your support 
regularly, by following, liking, sharing, and 
commenting on our news and events, but 
that is not enough! We ask that you share 
our exciting news and programming with 
your friends, and perhaps work colleagues, 
and invite them to our events if they don’t 

have access to Internet. Be a local Jewish 
Federation Social Media Ambassador if 
you can! 

There are nearly 5000 Jews in Edmonton, 
but unfortunately, less than a quarter are 
actively involved and/or participate regu-
larly. Let’s work together to engage our 
community, and begin to use digital and 
social media to our advantage.


