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Congregation Shir Shalom
A new and exciting era begins!

Purim Celebration in the Sanctuary Picnic Grove Worship Center Youth Group Outing

Affordable Memberships

Join our community!
Call and take a tour today!

Customizable B’nei Mitzvahs
Vibrant Religious School

Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein

Rabbi Alex brings warmth, creativity, 
and compassion to the role of 
synagogue     Rabbi.  A   trained    chaplain    and 
gifted teacher, he is actively engaged in 
all aspects of communal life, from 
helping people with their everyday 
struggles, to intricate details of 
synagogue governance. He is a 
respected leader in the Bu� alo area, 
serving  on  many   local  boards.  He   works 
with leaders of all faiths, to improve the 
quality of life in Western New York and 
beyond.

Cantor Arlene Frank

Join us in welcoming 
Cantor Frank July 1st!

Cantor Arlene Frank studied voice and 
music theory at the Mannes School of 
Music, and was ordained as a Cantor/
Teacher in Israel in 2003 at the 
Academy for Jewish Religion. She 
served as Student Cantor at Adas 
Emuno in Leonia, New Jersey and since 
2003 has served as Cantor at Temple 
Beth El in Spring Valley, New York.

4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221

716-633-8877
www.ShirShalomBu� alo.org

Join us as we begin our 5th year as the only Reform/Reconstructionist 
Synagogue in the country, along with welcoming Cantor Arlene Frank.

Be part of the energy and excitement with your family and friends!
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Coalition for Literacy

Ellen Goldstein, Editor

We survived the snowflakes of May in Buffalo, and 
we find ourselves in June, journeying metaphorically 
to Sinai where we meet/will meet/have met, on 
Shavuot June 12-13 to receive the Law. In the spirit 
of the festival, I invite you to read Rabbi Strosberg’s 
beautiful and meaningful piece about Shavuot, which 
you will find on page 13.  Also poignant is the cover 
piece about Rivke Klein Berkowiz (z”l) and her legacy 
at Kadimah Academy.  Rivke’s memory will be honored 
June 20th at Kadimah’s annual dinner;  be sure to read 
this touching piece on pages 4-5, President Howard 
Rosenhoch’s message about Rivke and Kadimah on 
page 3 and make your reservation for the Kadimah 
dinner. And be sure to join the community Tikkun 
Layl Shavuot Saturday night, June 11 at Temple Beth 
Tzedek (page 14).  Study and pray with your friends all 
night long, and greet the dawn with…blintzes!

Jewish Buffalo has been so alive with events, 
activity and celebrations this spring. And that’s why 
our JEWS IN THE NEWS section is expanded to 5 
pages this month.  We feature photos of the Hebrew 
High graduation, Yom Hashoah, Yom HaZikaron, Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, the Israel Bonds event and so much more, 
through the paper.  

Finally, don’t miss NOT THE LAST WORD this 
month on page 44-45. Kadimah student Hailey Epstein 
and Buffalo Jewish Coalition for Literacy Co-Chair 
Amy Heumann team up to tell us the story of Hailey’s 
Bat Mitzvah project—collecting and distributing 700 
books to school children at Buffalo Public School 
80.  Hailey’s mitzvah of the book drive, and Amy’s 
dedication to the School 80’s students are just two 
more things of which we can be proud, this month and 

every month.  

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O L U M N

This month we celebrate the holiday of Shavuot, 
starting at sundown Saturday, June 11. One of 
the three Biblical pilgrimage festivals, Shavuot 
commemorates the anniversary of the day G-d 
gave the Torah to the Jewish People assembled 
at Mount Sinai. It marks the conclusion of the 
Counting of the Omer, the seven weeks during 
which our ancestors traveled from bondage in 
Egypt to Mount Sinai, where they received the 
laws under which we would conduct ourselves as 
a free people and a nation.

Our transformation from an enslaved to a 
free people was not an overnight process; it 
did not happen instantaneously with the giving 
of the Torah at Mount Sinai. The learning of 
Torah, with its core principles set forth in the 
Ten Commandments which we traditionally 

recite on Shavuot, takes time 
and constant study. Thus, we 
wandered for forty years in 
the desert, learning from the 
laws of Torah how to govern, 
defend and conduct ourselves 
as a responsible nation. If this 
teaches us anything, it is that 
education is a lifelong, even 
generational, process.  

Education is at the core of 
Jewish values, and Jewish 
education is central to 
Federation’s vision of building 
a vibrant and caring Jewish 
community. As we celebrate 
the anniversary of G-d’s gift of 
Torah, we have the opportunity 
to celebrate the life of Rivke 
Klein Berkowitz, of blessed 
memory, on Monday, June 20, 
at Kadimah Academy’s Annual 
Dinner. Rivke gave so much 
to Kadimah Academy and the 
education of Jewish children in 
Buffalo.

Kadimah Academy (originally 
Kadimah Day School of Buffalo) 
was founded by a group of 
local Jewish leaders including 
Rivke’s parents, Rabbi Isaac 
and Henriette Klein. Following 
in her parents’ footsteps, Rivke 
devoted significant time as 
volunteer, teacher, associate 
headmaster and ultimately 

lifetime honorary board member of 
Kadimah. Rivke’s impact on the young 
people of Buffalo was not limited to 
Kadimah.  She taught for many years at 
Temple Shaarey Zedek (now Temple Beth 
Tzedek) Hebrew School, Temple Beth El 
Hebrew School and the High School 
of Jewish Studies. Rivke volunteered 
for NCSY (National Conference of 
Synagogue Youth), a national group 
affiliated with the Orthodox movement 
in Judaism. She and her husband, Gerry, 
served as Buffalo chapter advisers of 
NCSY, and were voted as Advisors of the 
Millennium for the region.

Rivke’s impact on our children, 
through her boundless energy and her 
infectious smile and spirit, was immense.  
It was personal, as well. My son, Alan 
Rosenhoch, attended Kadimah from pre-
school through 8th grade, graduating in 
1998, so our family knew well the force 
and presence throughout the halls of 
Kadimah that was Rivke. I know that 
there is Rivke’s inspiration in Alan, who 
has served a number of years on the 
Board of Kadimah, and in recent years 
has taken on a strong leadership role 
with the school. 

Sadly, Rivke was taken from us 
suddenly this past November. She is 
remembered fondly in our collective 
conscience, and will be honored 
appropriately at the Kadimah Annual 
Dinner at Temple Beth Tzedek the 
evening of June 20.  

Before I close this column, a few 
words of congratulations to Kadimah 
are in order.  Kadimah was just accepted 
into to the Governance and Fundraising 

Academy (“GFA”) of the Partnership for 
Excellence in Jewish Education (“PEJE”).  
The PEGE GFA is a highly acclaimed 
18-month program designed to increase 
a school’s financial sustainability 
by strengthening its governance 
and fundraising program. This is a 
significant achievement for Kadimah, 
and is emblematic of its commitment 
to sustainability and growth. In his 
acceptance notification to Kadimah, 
PEJE Vice President Harry Bloom praised 
the school’s efforts:

We want to give all of you a 
tremendous yasher koach on the 
excellent application and interview. 
Special thanks to [Head of School]  
Einav [Symons], [Director of 
Community Relations and 
Engagement] Marci [Wiseman] 
and [President] Jonathan 
[Epstein] for their leadership of the 
process and to [President Elect] Alan 
[Rosenhoch], [Vice President] Harold 
[Star] and [Jewish Federation CFO] 
Debbie Pivarsi for their valuable 
contributions. 

The decision to accept Kadimah 
School into the program was very 
much influenced by your tenacity and 
personal commitment to the program 
and application process. We believe 
that your eagerness, enthusiasm, 
and team commitment will be true 
assets to the success of this program 
for Kadimah School and the GFA for 
Small Schools cohort at large.

Once again, congrats to Kadimah 
Academy.  May you go from strength 
to strength.

Howard Rosenhoch 
President, Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:
Randi Morkisz   716.204.2245   rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com

2017 CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26 
featuring special guest MARLEE MATLIN

SAVE
THE
DATE

It’s time for a change…
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C O M M U N I T Y

It’s not easy to create a half-century legacy of excellence and respect not only in 
the Jewish community but throughout Western New York’s educational field. But 
without the Berkowitz family, and especially Rivke Klein Berkowitz (z”l), Kadimah 
Academy would have nowhere near its well-respected stance that it does today.

on the students,” said Jonathan Epstein, 
president of Kadimah’s Board of Trustees, 
and a parent at the school. “She was 
our inner voice. She was persistent and 
persuasive. She would find a way, and she 
would make it work.”

Aside from her years spent at Kadimah 
School (now known as Kadimah Academy), 
she taught for many years at both Temple 
Shaarey Zedek and Temple Beth El Hebrew 
Schools (both now Temple Beth Tzedek 
Gesher School), and at the High School 
of Jewish Studies. She was also a deeply 
beloved regional youth leader for NCSY, 
where she cultivated legions of fans 
throughout the state.

 “Rivke always came to school with 
alacrity, enthusiasm and a deep love for 
Judaism and Israel,” said Evie Weinstein, 
former High School of Jewish Studies 
principal and executive director of the 
Bureau of Jewish Education. “She was 
consistently voted year-after-year ‘Teacher 
of the Year’ at Hebrew High because of her 
dedication and love of her students.”

 Through her extensive involvement in 
the community, Rivke “raised” hundreds 
(perhaps thousands) of Jewish children 
as if they were her own. “We were all 

The Legacy of Rivke 
Klein Berkowitz

Rabbi Isaac and Henriette Klein, 
prominent Jewish community leaders and 
Rivke’s parents, helped start Kadimah 
Day School in 1959, at a time when 
such institutions were not so common 
nationwide as they are today. Since its 
establishment, Kadimah has built and 
maintained a superior secular and Jewish 
education for students in Kindergarten 
through 8th grade, thanks in no small part 
to Rivke’s tireless efforts.

Rivke, affectionately known as 
“Mrs. B” to many of her students, was 
exceptionally well-known and respected 
by the entire Buffalo Jewish community 
as a compassionate teacher and fervent 
advocate for Jewish education and Jewish 
youth. At Kadimah, she devoted 60 
meaningful years of her life, her energy and 
her ruach (spirit) as a volunteer, educator, 
associate headmaster and ultimately a 
lifetime board member.

 Above all, she had a laser-like focus 
on finding, recruiting and retaining new 
students and families for Kadimah. 

“Without question, Rivke was the 
conscience and the guiding light for 
Kadimah in everything we did, always 
striving to ensure we retained our focus 

Three generations of the Berkowitz family
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* All of HUNT Real Estate ERA Gross Closed Commission and #1 total Units Buffalo / Niagara Region 2013.

716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com

BONNIE CLEMENT

Beth Joseph, Bari Spokane, Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin

Broker for HUNT Real 
Estate ERA,* which includes 
1,100 sales associates and 
38 offices nationwide from 
Buffalo to Albany and the 
State of Arizona

#1
HUNT Real Estate ERA 
congratulates Bonnie 
on her remarkable, 

2013, 2014, 
2015!!!

should have the opportunity to receive an 
excellent Jewish and secular education, 
regardless of financial means or other 
reasons.

“Rivke was a champion and advocate for 
children to receive a Jewish Education,” 
said Kadimah Head of School Einav 
Symons. “If her enthusiasm for Jewish 
education wasn’t contagious enough, she 
was the best at guilt-tripping parents 
into recognizing what they owe to their 
children and to their own parents and 
grandparents. Rivke was loving and 
affectionate, kind, smart, and wise. Her 
humor and positive attitude, even in the 
face of life-threatening challenges, will 
forever remain an inspiration to me.” 

As with the entire community, the 
Kadimah family was profoundly saddened 
at the sudden loss of Rivke in late 2015. The 
Board of Trustees and Dinner Committee 
seek to honor and celebrate all that Rivke 
stood for and the love she elicited from 
so many.

The Kadimah Academy Annual Dinner 
is the largest single fundraiser of the 
year for the school. This year’s event, 
celebrating Rivke’s life and legacy, will be 
held on Monday June 20 at Temple Beth 
Tzedek, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

The annual gathering brings together 
hundreds of people from religiously 
diverse backgrounds in the Buffalo 
community to celebrate Jewish education. 
Tickets are $100 per person and full tables 
are available for sponsorship at $1,000.

“Rivke was never one to seek credit or 
spotlight for herself,” said Alan Rosenhoch, 
Kadimah alumnus and current president-
elect of the Kadimah Board. “But we felt 
there could be no better way to honor 
her than by celebrating her impact on our 
school and so many of us individually as 
we gather as a community for the Annual 
Dinner.”

This year’s Dinner will also feature the 
launch of “Rivke’s Fund” — a scholarship 
fund in her name to support Jewish 
education, ensuring every Jewish student 
has the means to attend Kadimah. Pledge 
cards will be collected at this year’s event 
to kick-off Rivke’s Fund.

The entire Jewish community will 
forever hold Rivke in the highest of esteem 
and remember her lifelong commitment 
to a Jewish education.

To purchase tickets for this year’s 
annual Kadimah Dinner and for more 
information, please contact Kadimah 
Academy Head of School Einav Symons at: 
716-836-6903.

her kids,” said Talia Berkowitz, Rivke’s 
daughter, and now the Kindergarten and 
first-grade teacher at Kadimah.

She also endured struggles, but 
emerged stronger and more vocal because 
of them. “Mrs. B” may have known the 
entire Buffalo Jewish community, or close 
to it, but there is a personal story that 
many may not know about her: she was 
a victim of terrorism 45 years ago, while 
she was pregnant. In September 1970, 
she, her husband, and her oldest daughter 
were passengers on a TWA plane that 
was hijacked by Palestinian terrorists, 
along with two other planes, and flown 
to a desert airstrip in Jordan. She was 
identified as Jewish, and held hostage on 
the plane for a week, while her husband 
was among six men detained for nearly 
a month. Thankfully, all three were 
eventually released relatively unharmed.

 Of all the people and institutions who 
benefited from Rivke’s unending devotion 
to Jewish education, Kadimah Academy 
and its students were undoubtedly the 
most significant benefactors. As an 
educator and administrator at Western 
New York’s only community Jewish day 
school, she enriched the Jewish lives of 
generations of students, helping each 
of them discover and develop their own 
personal Jewish identity.

 “So many people loved and adored Mrs. 
Berkowitz because she was a true tzadikah 
(righteous woman),” said Dr. Sophia 
Balderman, a Kadimah alumna, and now 
an assistant professor of oncology at 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute. “I count 
myself as privileged to be among them.”

But Rivke’s influence did not stop when 
her tenure as Kadimah staff came to a 
close. As a lifetime board member, Rivke 
remained highly active in the direction 
of the school, bringing not only her 
enthusiasm, but also her unyielding belief 
in the ultimate purpose of Kadimah: that 
each and every child in the Buffalo area 

Gerry & Rivke Berkowitz
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Congressman Brian Higgins (NY-26) announced 
introduction of (H.R. 5066) the United States-Israel 
Maritime Security Partnership Act of 2016.  The 
legislation includes provisions to assist in the protection 
of Israel’s coastline and natural gas fields from terrorists 
seeking to target this critical infrastructure. 

Congressman Higgins Introduces  
US-Israel Security Partnership Act
Bill Aimed at Protecting Israel’s Natural  
Gas Infrastructure & Shoreline from Attack

Israel’s requirements for imported fuel, 
while strengthening Israel’s position with 
neighboring countries through export 
agreements. 

However, the development of these 
gas drilling sites presents new strategic 
infrastructure targets for Hamas, 
Hezbollah or other terrorist organizations 
seeking to do Israel and its allies harm. 

The US-Israel Maritime Security 
Partnership Act authorizes further 
cooperation between the United States 
and Israel to protect these sites from 
threats including enablement of the 
David’s Sling weapon system, designed to 
intercept missiles, and facilitation of joint 
Naval exercises as well as collaborative 
research and development of maritime 
threat detection capabilities. It’
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:
Randi Morkisz   
716.204.2245   
rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com

CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF
DINNER TO LAUNCH 
THE 2017 CAMPAIGN 

MONDAY 
SEPTEMBER 26 

featuring special guest
MARLEE MATLIN

Hyatt Regency Buffalo
5:30 PM

NEW!
• Longer cocktail hour

• Shorter program

• Heavy hors d’oeuvres/dinner
   during cocktail hour

• Sit-down dessert

• Seating during cocktail hour 
   upon request

• Community Initiative Update

General Campaign Chair Leslie 
Shuman Kramer and Women’s 
Philanthropies Chair Julie 
Dressler Weinberg are proud to 
announce that Oscar-winning 
actress Marlee Matlin will be the 
keynote speaker at the Jewish 
Federation’s Campaign Kickoff 
Dinner, Monday, September 26 at 
the Hyatt Regency Buffalo. Ellen 

Marlee Matlin to Keynote  
Campaign Kickoff September 26!

Rich and Eric Snitzer are Dinner Chairs 
and Kim and Stephen Yonaty are Vice 
Chairs. The event is open to all those who 
make a primary individual minimum $100 
gift to the 2017 Campaign. Invitations will 
be out in early August.  

Marlee Matlin received worldwide critical 
acclaim for her film debut in Paramount 
Pictures’ Children of a Lesser God, for which 
she received the Academy Award for Best 
Actress. At 21, she became the youngest 
recipient of the Best Actress Oscar and only 
one of four actresses to receive the honor for 
her film debut. 

Though Matlin lost her hearing when she 
was only 18 months old, she never let her 
challenges dictate her future or deter her 
dreams. Along with a successful Hollywood 
career, Matlin has dedicated herself to raising 
awareness for many humanitarian causes.

For more information about the Kick-Off 
Dinner, contact Campaign Director Randi 
Morkisz at rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com.Marlee Matlin

“The discovery of major offshore 
natural gas resources along the coast 
of Israel presents both economic 
opportunities and security challenges 
for Israel and its allies,” said Higgins, a 
member of the House Committees on 
Foreign Affairs and Homeland Security.   
“Further coordination between the U.S. 
and Israel will help to lessen dependence 
on foreign oil and bolster global energy 
security.” 

In 2010 an Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) was established securing 
Israel’s right to coastal gas fields in the 
Mediterranean Sea.  The development of 
the Tamar gas field has already generated 
fuel to support more than 50% of Israel’s 
electricity needs and plans to develop 
the larger Leviathan field will lessen 

Congressman Brian Higgins



6   www.jfedbflo.com | June 2016 June 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   7

C O M M U N I T Y

This month’s Four Questions features one of our community’s most dynamic and thoughtful 
young leaders, Andrew Oestricher. Andrew will be attending Bentley University this fall and will 
continue his leadership through NFTY, the Reform movement’s youth program.  We are delighted 
to share more of Andrew’s experiences and insights through this month’s column.

The FOUR QUESTIONS
By Rob Goldberg

Being Jewish has always played a significant role in my life, so I hope to connect Jewishly in college in many 
ways.  Throughout my freshman year, I will be serving as the North American Membership Vice President for 
NFTY (National Federation of Temple Youth), which includes traveling monthly to some of the 19 NFTY regions, 
planning the NFTY Convention and partnering with URJ (Union of Reform Judaism) staff to achieve the goals of my 
platform.  Beyond this, I hope to get involved in the Hillel at Bentley, keep in touch with my NFTY friends across 
the globe and in the Boston area, and explore joining a Jewish fraternity.    

Without question – Jewish summer camp.  I remember when I was 9 being excited to transition from a day 
camper at Camp Centerland to become a much “cooler” overnight camper at Camp Lakeland.  I loved Lakeland 
and spent the summers of 2007 and 2008 there.  Unfortunately, 2008 was also the last season for Lakeland, as 
a decision was made to close and sell the camp.   I was heartbroken, when I heard this news.  But that led me 
to Camp Seneca Lake (CSL).  At first, I was very reluctant to go - believing that no camp could measure up to 
Lakeland.   I couldn’t have been more wrong.  Upon arriving at camp, I was immediately greeted with open 
arms. I vividly remember entering into the dining hall and sitting at a table of all new kids that were excited 
to share their camp traditions and crazy stories. Instantly, I felt welcomed and part of this community.  These 
experiences showed me how truly welcoming the Jewish community is and it got me excited for a lifetime of 
involvement in THE most welcoming community I know.

 

I didn’t enjoy my initial experience with NFTY.  At my first weekend convention, I felt like 
a total outsider - not understanding what was going on or any of the crazy traditions.  When I 
returned home, I vowed never to attend another NFTY event.  A year later, I was persuaded to 
give NFTY another shot and I’ve never looked back. I’m passionate about being a leader in NFTY 
because so many others have poor initial experiences like I did and never gave youth group a 
second chance.  I want to make NFTY a community where everyone, no matter how introverted 
or extroverted, can find their place, feel at home, and be exposed to the power of NFTY

1.  What has been the most meaningful Jewish experience of your life?

3. What makes you passionate about being a leader in NFTY?

2. How do you plan to connect Jewishly when you begin Bentley this fall?

I’ve talked a lot about how I think the Jewish Community can be more welcoming.  While attending NFTY’s summer 
leadership academy last year, I learned about the Movement’s priority of “inclusion” - which is the idea of everyone having 
a place.  One of our presenters said something that still resonates with me today - “Inclusion is not limiting because you 
have to accommodate for every individual, it creates a myriad of opportunities as a result of the diversity of the people in 
our community”.  I think it is important to look at the opportunities that arise from having such a diverse and welcoming 
community, not at the perception that making accommodations for everyone is somehow limiting. 

4. What is one idea that can make our community more vibrant and welcoming?

Andrew and his family

NFTY Fun

Congressman Brian Higgins
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C O M M U N I T Y

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202

Halloumi Salad 
Serves 4

Dressing: 
5Tbsp olive oil

2 Tbsp lemon juice
1 tsp Dijon mustard

1 clove garlic, minced
Mix all together until well blended

For Salad:
2 bunches asparagus, trimmed and diagonally sliced into 2” pieces

1 c of frozen or fresh peas
1 cucumber, peeled and chopped

1 bulb fennel, trimmed and thinly sliced
2 heads Boston lettuce, cleaned and separated

10 leaves basil and 10 leaves mint
1 lb. Halloumi cheese, flour for dredging, oil for sautéing

Summer Salad
By Robin Kurss

People have been asking for more vegetarian-based, light meals.  This easy 
Summer Salad fits the bill and makes use of veggies just coming into season.  
Enjoy.

1. Blanch asparagus and peas in boiling water for 2 minutes, drain and cool.
2.  Cut cheese into 1/2 “ cubes, dredge in flour and sauté for 1 minute till golden.
3. Divide lettuce, herbs and veggies onto 4 plates.  Divide cheese on top.  
Sprinkle with dressing and serve.
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C O M M U N I T YI N  H O N O R  O F  O U R  F A T H E R S

Remembering on Father’s Day
By Judith Whitehead

them on a counter top and watch them as 
the light made them glisten. 

As we and our parents age along with us, 
we soon realize it was not the material gifts 
that made a difference. It was the time and 
effort it took to arrange a gathering and 
choose meaningful cards and small gifts 
that really came from the heart. How I so 
wish I could return to those days again now 
that my husband’s parents and mine as well 
have been gone for a long while now.

This year, we will of course, celebrate 
Father’s Day with our children. It seems 
that young people these days—just like 
when we were young–don’t realize how fast 
the time will fly by. As my husband and I 
age; not that we are “old” by any means, we 
also have begun to appreciate thoughtful 
gifts with meaning, as well.  And as we did 
not realize at their age, “stuff” has little 
meaning, and now as we enter our pre 
senior years we wished we had been less 
self-absorbed in our 30’s. Families only go 
around once; we only get one crack at living 
and spending time with family.

Make your friends and family gatherings 
count–let your life read like a Hallmark 
card–it is these moments in your life that 
count.

Whatever we bought my mom and dad for 
their special day was always appreciated–a 
shirt and tie or a new outfit seemed to 
do nicely. Even if they did not “need” an 
outfit, they accepted them gracefully and 
wore them later on at another occasion. 
How those gifts did change over the years.  
My mom passed away at a fairly young age 
and had no dementia or aging signs, but 
my dad began to acquire dementia in his 
90’s, and the gifts we gave him changed 
dramatically. No longer did the suit and 
tie enter the picture. There was no longer 
a need for dress clothing, just comfortable 
sweats would do fine. The simple things 
seemed to entertain him at that time in his 
life. I would look for the most entertaining 
greeting card for Father’s Day that either 
sang, danced or moved–or did all three. 

He seemed to enjoy the card more than 
anything and would open and close it many 
times. His cake would be adorned with 
items like plastic golf carts or something 
funny that brought back happy memories 
from the past. He saved them all and 
seemed to enjoy looking at them frequently. 
My mother-in-law had the same reaction 
when we gave her entertaining cards that 
sparkled and sang. She, as well, would place 

God’s 
Gentleman

Barbara Holender

This poem was written in 
memory of my dear father, 

Israel Dautch.

I wear his battered hat, his bolo tie.
The family album shows my eyes
and mouth are his, his are my 
crooked fingers
tracing the spidery script of his last 
letter--
Dearest No. 1 child...

God’s gentleman, the rabbi called 
him,
and quick-witted, a caring man
whose outer and inner selves were 
one.
The whole congregation saw me 
nodding, smiling,
as the words gave my father back to 
me.

In his name, a Biblical garden
blooms in Arizona. I see my creators
in the cool of the day, walking to and 
fro.
My father bends to console my 
mother.
Me too, I say.

As Father’s Day quickly approaches, my mind returns to the days 
when we had great big family cook outs with in-laws and extended 
family–way back in the day. Our families were very young then 
and we had the world and life experiences yet to be revealed. 
When I was in my 30’s, I thought I had lots of “time” to enjoy life 
and took for granted all those family holidays and celebrations 
such as Father’s Day. Little did I realize those years would fly by, 
each year shorter than the last. When it comes to honoring my 
mother and dad on those holidays, the family gatherings have 
been pared down to only a few remaining family members. 

Remember how 
bagels used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste 
today at Bagel Jay’s, 
consistently delicious 

deli favorites 
in every bite.

Pickup & 
Dropoff service available

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

MARSHALL’S PLAZA
2130 Delaware Ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

DASH’S PLAZA
100 A Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000www.bageljays.com  

Let Us Do the Work!

Hosting Brunch?

FREE  
Service Call 
with Repair

716-217-2331



10   www.jfedbflo.com | June 2016 June 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   11

C O M M U N I T Y N I C K E L  C I T Y  J E W S

Nickel City Jews are bringing 
Nefesh Mountain to Buffalo July 
17th, 2016 for a Jewish Bluegrass 
Concert and a Brunch at Tifft Nature 
Preserve. Nefesh Mountain is the 
place where the Jewish spirit and 
soul meet with Bluegrass and Old-
Time musical traditions. Husband 
and Wife team Eric Lindberg 
and  Doni Zasloff are pioneering 
this blend of Jewish Americana 
throughout the country, bringing 
their unique knowledge and passion 
for both Jewish and Bluegrass 
traditions to the fore, singing 
English and Hebrew songs alike. As a 
duo, Doni and  Eric alternate lead 
and harmony vocals while switching 
between instruments, using the drive 
of the Banjo, intrigue of the Guitar, 
nuance of the Mandolin, and visceral 
sound of the Dobro. 

This Nickel City Jews signature event 

Nefesh Mountain 
Highlights NCJ Summer

will be a fusion of amazing music, fabulous 
food, a gorgeous venue, stellar drinks and 
young adults from across Buffalo and 
WNY. Kosher brunch will be provided by 
Sabra Grill of Rochester and drinks are 
sponsored by Lockhouse Distillery. Each 
individual event pass includes brunch and 
2 drink tickets. Lots of creative cocktails 
will be on the menu, all featuring 
Lockhouse vodka as well as a few surprise 
spirits. Thanks to our fabulous committee 
members for all of their help: Rachel 
Beerman, Vilona Trachtenberg, Allison 
Joseph, and Sheri Rodman. This event is 
geared towards young adults in their 20s, 
30s and very early 40s! 

Event Passes: $15 before July 11th, 
$25 after July 11th

To purchase passes visit http://www.
jfedbflo.com/nickel-city-jews

Questions? Contact Miriam 
Abramovich @ mabramovich@jfedbflo.
com or 204-2247. 

http://www.jfedbflo.com/nickel-city-jews
http://www.jfedbflo.com/nickel-city-jews
mailto:mabramovich@jfedbflo.com
mailto:mabramovich@jfedbflo.com
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C O M M U N I T YP J  L I B R A R Y

Lojek’s QuaLity Painting

Mark Lojek
lojek1@peoplepc.com  |  716.481.5024  |  Fully Insured/References

Full service interior/exterior painting • Deck/Siding/Fence Staining

Harold Grinspoon visited Buffalo in April to celebrate the growth and impact 
of our 3 year old PJ Library project. Harold’s flagship program, PJ Library, offers 
families raising Jewish children a meaningful way to develop and deepen their 
Jewish identities and find a connection to their Jewish heritage. Through the 
program, more than 400,000 children worldwide between the ages of 6 months 
and 8 years receive free, high-quality books and music each month that tell the 
story of Jewish faith, traditions, and customs. 

We were very fortunate when 
Grinspoon visited Buffalo to meet with 
community members and to hear stories 
of how PJ Library has impacted local 
families and children in order to help 
us expand our program.  Buffalo has 
surpassed its goal of 300 families as 
part of the PJ program in 3 years.  And 
Grinspoon was very happy to hear our 
progress and witness the enthusiasm in 
our community for his program.

During the visit, Grinspoon met with 
a dozen emerging leaders, major donors 
and others  so that they could have a 
chance to engage with him and learn 
from him.  This interchange took place 
during a lovely dinner reception at the 
home of Steven and Ellen Weiss, at which 
Grinspoon shared his story.  Grinspoon 
grew up poor in Boston’s suburbs. As one 
of the few Jews in his neighborhood, he 
experienced anti-Semitism, but was not 
very connected to his Jewish roots. As a 
young child peddling vegetables from his 
father’s garden, he knew he had a bent for 
entrepreneurship. Many years later, he is 
still a significant partner in the same real 
estate business in which he started, now 
a leading company in the multifamily 
industry. After a life-threatening illness 
twenty-five years ago, he came to the 
realization that life was about more than 
making money and began think about 

National PJ Library Founder Visits Buffalo

what his legacy would be. 
Last year, Grinspoon, who now 

dedicates himself to strengthening Jewish 
identity, education and philanthropy, 
signed the Giving Pledge to donate 
more than half his fortune to charitable 
causes. Started in 2010 by Warren Buffett 
and Bill and Melinda Gates, the Giving 
Pledge is a commitment by the world’s 
wealthiest individuals and families to 
dedicate the majority of their wealth 
to philanthropy. Grinspoon joined over 
136 other pledgers, including Facebook 
Founder Mark Zuckerberg, former New 
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and 
Oracle Corp. founder Larry Ellison. 

For more information about PJ Library 
Buffalo, visit http://www.jfedbflo.com/
pj-library. Or email PJ Library Director 
Mandy Weiss at mweiss@jfedbflo.com. 

http://www.jfedbflo.com/pj-library
http://www.jfedbflo.com/pj-library
mailto:mweiss@jfedbflo.com
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C O M M U N I T Y

Ride for Roswell

 The Ride for Roswell raises funds for cancer research, patient care and treatment 
at Buffalo’s nationally-known Comprehensive Cancer Center - Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute. In past years, several of our community’s members celebrated Shabbat 
before riding in the Peleton to UB. They included (standing) Ken Rogers, Dr. Irwin 
Gelman, Shira Goldberg, Rob Goldberg, Larry Levin, Steven Schwartz, Mickey 
Oesterreicher,  Karen Wiseman, Howard Wiseman and Mara Gelman; (seated) Seth 
Schrank, Elana Goldberg Schrank and Susan Goldberg Schwartz. This year, the Ride 
takes place June 24-25.  For more information, or to see how you can sign up, go to  
www.rideforroswell.org.
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C O M M U N I T Y

PAUL J. MICHAELS

As I drove down Maple Road in late May, the cars in front of me started braking and eventually reached a standstill.  
Maybe there was a mail truck making a stop? A closed lane perhaps?

R A B B I  ‘ S  C O L U M N

Rabbi Joshua Strosberg

 No
Geese. 
Those chutzpadik, unflinching Canada 

geese decided they wanted to take 
their sweet time crossing Maple.  I was 
annoyed waiting for them in my car, but 
thankful that I didn’t have to encounter 
them as a pedestrian.  The way they 
extend their necks, stare you straight in 
the eye and hiss, daring you to walk past 
them… I have altered course during a 
number of walks in order to avoid them.

Which is why I am almost half-
expecting them to block my path 
Shavuos morning on my walk to shul.  

Rebbe Nachman teaches that when 
a person wants to upgrade his spiritual 
life, to receive the Torah anew, God 
places obstacles in his way. After all, 
the way we’ve lived our lives until now, 
we really don’t deserve something as 
sublime as His Torah.  There’s a kind of 
border control at the edge of Mt. Sinai, 
and the agents hiss as they stare you 
down, daring you to cross. The rules 
dictate we can’t get through; Truth says 
someone who has spent most of his life 
pursuing materialism doesn’t deserve 
the Eternal Light of Torah. So God places 
an obstacle in front of us.

Says Rebbe Nachman, God places 

the obstacle in our way 
because He loves rules, 
He loves Truth. But He 
loves the Jewish people 
even more. That’s why 
God conceals Himself in 
the very obstacles that 
are blocking us from the 
Torah. It is in the obstacle 
itself that we encounter 
the Eternal and Infinite 
Goodness of God.  We just 
can’t see it.  

When Moses went up 
Mt. Sinai to receive the 
Torah, the verse says, “the 
people stood at a distance 
and Moses approached 
the thick darkness where 
God was.”  The people, the 
masses, were intimidated 
and scared of the darkness. 

But Moses knew that it was precisely in 
the thick darkness where the Torah was 
to be found and so he entered. Afeilah, 
the Hebrew word for thick darkness has 
the same numeric value as Shechinah, 
Divine Presence.

When we genuinely want to change 
our lives for the better we encounter 
obstacles and the key is to beg God to 
help us push forward, knowing that God 
is found in the obstacles themselves.

So if you happen to come across those 
geese on your walk to shul on Shavuos 
morning, take a deep breath and hiss 
right back at them. Don’t let them stop 
you from receiving your Torah.

If you’d like to receive Rabbi 
Strosberg’s periodic e-mails about 
Rebbe Nachman of Breslov’s insights on 
building a relationship with God, please 
write jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org.

Rabbi Joshua Strosberg

Murray roofing
Jeff Murray

President/Owner
600 Cayuga Creek Road | Cheektowaga, New York 14227

www.murrayroofingcompanyinc.com
murrayroofing1@roadrunner.com

Commercial & Industrial Roofing and Repairs

p. 716-896-5555 | f. 716-894-5730
Over 40 years Of service | Over 25 milliOn square feet under warranty!

mailto:jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org
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C O M M U N I T Y

Fallon Health Weinberg announced a new comprehensive medical and social services 
program—Fallon Health Weinberg-PACE— for older adults who need nursing home-level 
care but wish to stay living at home and in their own community. PACE, a Program of All-
inclusive Care for the Elderly, combines medical care, insurance and community-based 
support in a single coordinated program. In the past year, nearly 36 percent of adults 
provided unpaid care to an elderly relative or friend.* Recognizing this, PACE offers 
solutions and support to patients as well as their caregivers through a combination of 
services such as health care, day care, transportation, home care and support groups and 
workshops. 

Community Tikkun  
Layl Shavuot

Join with Jewish Buffalo to celebrate  
Shavuot & Study All Night!

Saturday Night, June 11 
Hosted by Temple Beth Tzedek

10:15pm Maariv, 10:30pm Keynote
• Keynote:  Dr. Noam Pines, UB Associate Prof. of Jewish Studies
• Study Torah through the night with these fine Torah teachers:  

Rabbi Adam Scheldt, Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein,  
Cantor Penny Myers, Rabbi Laizer Labkovski, Rabbi Perry Netter

•  Worship in a sunrise Shaharit service
•  Eat delicious blintzes for breakfast

Sponsored by Congregation Shir Shalom, Temple Beth Tzedek, 
Temple Beth Zion, Buffalo Board of Rabbis and Cantors

nutritionists, transportation coordinators, 
home care coordinators, social workers, 
therapists and others. 

“In addition to providing specialized 
geriatric care, Fallon Health Weinberg-
PACE’s interdisciplinary team surrounds 
participants and their families with a wide 
array of supportive services that help seniors 
to continue living in the community,” said 
Dr. Charles Yates, Medical Director, Fallon 
Health Weinberg-PACE. 

“We welcome the community to visit 
our PACE Center,” said Courtney Fasolino, 
Executive Director of Fallon Health Weinberg. 

“It’s a warm, friendly and safe environment 
and the hub of all medical, social and personal 
care. We want people to experience first-
hand how we help frail older adults maintain 
their independence so they can remain living 
in the comfort of their homes.” 

In addition to its PACE program, Fallon 
Health Weinberg offers a Medicare Advantage 
Special Needs Plan (HMO SNP) for individuals 
21 years and older who are eligible for both 
Medicare and Medicaid; and a Managed Long 
Term Care plan (MLTC) to eligible individuals 
21 years and older in both Erie and Niagara 
counties. “In opening a PACE site in Erie 
County, FAllon Weinberg is bringing a much-
needed resource to seniors and their families 
in the region. We understand that there’s no 
place like home, and we’re excited about the 
opportunity to help our participants stay 
there. Fallon Health Weinberg-PACE is just 
the kind of innovative, integrated program 
that we believe will define the future of 
senior health care.” 

*Pew Research Center (2013)

Fallon Health Weinberg opens all-inclusive health  
program for older adults in Erie County

To enroll, individuals must be age 55 and 
older, live in Erie County, meet a nursing 
home-level of care criteria as determined by 
the New York State Department of Health and 
require long-term care services for more than 
120 days. They must also be deemed able to 
safely reside in the community by New York 
State Health and Safety Criteria. Participants 
may enroll in the program through Medicaid, 
Medicare and/or private pay. One of the 
hallmarks of the PACE program is an 
interdisciplinary team that includes a range of 
professionals who specialize in geriatric care, 
including primary care physicians, nurses, 

PLAY FOR ROSWELL



14   www.jfedbflo.com | June 2016 June 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   15

It’s time to meet 
your makers

back at Canalside!

buffalosaturdayartmarket.com
*schedule subject to changeBuffaloSatMkt BuffaloSAM

Celebrating Our 5th Season!

10am to 5pm*

Shop with 
40 local artisans 

at WNY’s favorite 
handcrafted 

market

May 28
June 4 & 18
July 2 & 16

August 6 & 13
September 3 & 17

October 8

REALTY USA
6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.634.4200   cell: 716.480.2196
ssilverberg@realtyusa.com

Your Neighbor, Your Realtor

Sheryl 
Kardaman Silverberg

C O M M U N I T Y

 Dr. Sara Sirkin has joined Atwal Eye 
Care as an associate. She has been in 
practice in the Buffalo area since 1972 and 
currently practices at the 2441 Sheridan 
Drive office in Tonawanda, NY. She is a 
graduate of the State University of New 
York at Buffalo where she received her 
Medical Degree. Dr. Sirkin completed her 
internship at Millard Fillmore Hospital 
and her Ophthalmology residency at 
E.J. Meyer Memorial Hospital.  She also 
served as a Clinical Assistant Professor 
at the State University of New York at 
Buffalo, Department of Ophthalmology. 
She is a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Ophthalmology and a Fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons. 

Dr. Sara R. Sirkin 
Joins Atwal Eye Care 

WiFi available
Brand new laundry facilities • Full-time social worker
Beauty shop • Activities • Transportation
24-hour emergency maintenance • Two elevators
Library • Computer room • Emergency medical call system
Chapel and various religious services
Pool table • Card room • Community room

Jewish 
Federation 
Apartments

Jewish Federation Apartments
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

For application information please call 716-631-8471
www.JewishFederationApartments.org

Open to all religious denominations

Watch your favorite shows with your 
new friends on our big screen TV!

Now Leasing Brand New Market Rate Apartments

*Jewish Federation Apartments does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted program and activities.

Rent assisted apartments for seniors & mobility-impaired adults

Exciting

Renovations

coming early 2016!

A great evening for the Jewish 
community took place at the induction 
of students into the Williamsville East 
High School National Honor Society. At 
a ceremony held earlier in the spring, 
six East students were inducted: Dylan 
and Marissa Birzon, son and daughter of 
Keith and Dawn Birzon; Aaron Blum, son 
of Leah and Jeff Blum; Morgan Awner, 
daughter of Steve and Maxine Awner;  
Carly Recoon, daughter of Eric and Susan 
Recoon, and Jared Wallenfels, son of Lisa 
and George Wallenfels. This was the 41st 
Annual Induction Ceremony of the NHS 
of Williamsville East High School.

Future Leaders 
Honored at  

Williamsville East

Aaron Blum
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C O M M U N I T Y T I K K U N  O L A M

Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

5»

1»

2»

3»

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO 
in June to repair the world

Lindy Says: 
Were you terminated or harassed because of your disability? If so, call us.

4»

The 4th Annual Car/Cruiser night to benefit Heart Works will be 
held June 23 from 6-9 pm at 5462 Sheridan Dive in Williamsville, rain date-July 
14. This is a great free event for pediatric cardiac patients and non-patients 
alike! We sell raffle tickets for a 50/50 raffle. Money goes to www.Heart-works.
org. Heart Works raises money for pediatric cardiology research.  Contact Jessica 
Altman at veghead18@gmail.com.

Ride for Roswell. June 24 & 25. Get your helmets on, pull your friends 
together and Ride for Roswell. The 21st annual very popular bike ride to raise 
money to fight cancer takes place the last weekend in June. Headquartered at 
UB, the Ride has participants riding all over WNY to raise funds.  Go to www.
rideforroswell.org 

Help the Aquarium of Niagara. June 18.  On Saturday, June 18th, join us 
for a scenic 5K SEALion Stroll that will start and end at the Aquarium and take 
you through the scenic Niagara Falls gorge and beautiful downtown area. Raise 
$100 to join the walk (simply ask friends to sponsor you) and every cent of the 
money will go to support our marine mammals. The day begins at 8:30 with a 
light breakfast. This will be followed by some fun stretching exercises and with 
enjoyable activities all day long, including carnival games, science experiments 
and hands-on learning opportunities. For those who “walk the walk” aquarium 
admittance is free!  Go to www.aquariumofniagara.og and click on SEALion Stroll 
or call 716-285-3575 to register today!

Preserve nature in Western New York!  Enjoy a Basket Raffle June 11 
to support Friends of Reinstein Woods. $10 ticket includes a ticket to the Grand 
Prize raffle and a “Reinstein Float.”The event is from 5pm-8pm with the basket 
drawing at 7:30 at 93 Honorine Drive in Depew, NY.  Grand Prize is $250 gift 
Card to Galleria Mall. Tickets available at www.reinsteinwoods.org/basket-raffle.  
Call 683-5959.  

March with Pride. March with Jewish Buffalo at the Pride Parade 
Sunday, June 5. The parade steps off at 12 noon.  Jewish Pride of WNY (www.
JewishPrideWNY.org) is a new, independent organization seeking to unite the 
Jewish LGBTQ community of Western New York. To walk with the Nickel City Jews, 
contact mabramovich@jfedbflo.com 

Where is this found in WNY?  
The first 5 people to correctly 
identify the location and the 

person will win a $10 lunch to the 
JCC’s Tel Aviv Café’.  

WHERE IN  JBFLO ?

Last month’s photo of the Shaarey Zedek sign at Temple Beth Tzedek was correctly identified 
by  Harvey Sanders, Linda Boxer, Ina and Herb Scheer, Mitch Steinhorn and Fran Paskowitz.

E-mail your answers to 
egoldstein@jfedbflo.com

KENNY CARPETS AND FLOORS

www.kennycarpets.com

REMEMBER ... 
DO THE KENNY!

HOURS: M-F 10-9, SAT 10-5, SUN 12-5

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
PAY NO INTEREST UNTIL 2017*

1.  WNYs largest volume flooring chain, our selection is 
overwhelming, our volume saves you lots of money. 

2.  Serving WNY since 1960, no one has our experience 
in installing carpet and floors.

3.  Our staff averages 19 years of experience - no one will 
serve you better.

4.  We stock more carpet, wood, laminate, and vinyl than 
any store. Buy today, Install Tomorrow.

5.  Our prices are significantly lower than any Outlet, 
Home Center or Store. Ask about our low price 
guarantee!!

TOP 5 REASONS YOU MUST 
COME TO KENNY CARPETS:

7600 Transit Rd. (Opposite Eastern Hills Mall) 631-0028
3240 Transit Rd. (at Seneca Creek) 656-0426

2995 Sheridan Dr. (at Niagara Falls Blvd. next to Northtown Plaza) 836-8100
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G R A D U A T I O N

On Friday, April 8, over 350 under-
graduate and graduate students came 
together to celebrate the largest Shab-
bat dinner ever on campus at the Cen-
ter for the Arts at UB North Campus. 
The Shabbat event was organized by 
Chabad, and co-sponsored by Hillel, 
JSU, JLSA, Aish, and the Jewish frater-
nities and sororities. The banquet was 
made possible through a special grant 
from The Jewish Federation Venture 
Fund, and the Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies. 

Jessica Resnik, a Junior at UB, 
shared her experience. “There is noth-
ing better than dressing up nicely and 
spending Shabbat with 300 of my clos-
est friends. Shabbat 300 was able to 
bring together students from different 
parts of campus life for a delicious 
Shabbat meal. The atmosphere was 
truly magical and I think everyone felt 
it. It was nice seeing students from my 
classes that I had no idea were Jewish. 
The Shabbat program was easy to fol-
low and helped explain what Shabbat 
is all about to students who have not 
experienced it before. Each table also 
had questions on them which gave way 
to some very stimulating Shabbat dis-
cussion. I know for sure, Shabbat 300 is 
one that I will not forget. I am looking 
forward to see the number grow from 
year to year. “

350 students celebrate largest 
Shabbat dinner ever at UB

C O M M U N I T Y

Hannah Donner, daughter of 
Kathy Ellis and the late Barry S. 
Donner, earned her Master’s of 
Education Degree in ESOL (English 
to Speakers of 
Other Languag-
es) from SUNY 
Buffalo.  Han-
nah, a resident 
of Amherst, is 
pursuing a ca-
reer as a teach-
er of English to 
speakers of oth-
er languages.

JORDANA GELBER, 
daughter of  
Stephanie and 
Herschel Gelber 
and sister of  
Bradley Gelber, 
earned a double 
major bachelor 
degree in Psychology and Health 
& Human Services, with a minor in 
Political Science, from SUNY Buffalo 
in May of  2016.  She will be attending 
the University at Buffalo School of  
Law in the fall.

Mazel Tov to:
Amy Feldman

and all of the 2016 Hebrew High 
School Graduates

Julie and Edwin Feldman

Leah Young, 
daughter of Sonia 
and Pinny Young, 
granddaughter of 
Susan and Arthur 
Gellman, will 
complete a one 
year Israel abroad 
program. Leah is 
graduating from 

the Rosenfeld Women’s Yeshiva with 
highest honors. The program emphasizes 
scholarly Torah learning and mastering 
biblical text in Hebrew and Yiddish. The 
curriculum includes Jewish community 
planning and education. Leah had the 
opportunity to participate in Chessed 
projects in Israel and the Ukraine.

Sage Rifkin
Congratulations Sage!

Sunrise, Sunset,  
Swiftly Fly The Years!

We are so proud of you!  
Love, Mom, Dad, Quinn, Jed, 

Laz, Mom-Mom and Mike!

Congratulations Graduates!

Advertise in the  
Jewish Journal’s  

Special Section for July

Contact Cindy
716.972.2240

GARDEN 
& FARM 
TO 
TABLE
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Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 | FAX 716-688-3572
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Michael Berger - President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 | FAX 716-688-1643
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary- Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133 | FAX 716-204-1129
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Ray Fink- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Marlene Katzel- Co-President
Maxine Seller- Co-President

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Linda S. Boxer- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation 
for Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 | FAX 716-639-7817
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 
Dan Metchnik - Director

Institute of Jewish Thought  
and Heritage
712 Clemens Hall
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  FAX 716-645-3473
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Richard A. Cohen, Director

Holocaust Resource Center 
336 Harris Hill Road, Suite 302
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL: 716-634-9535
www.holocaustcenterbuff.com
Sharon M. Jacobs- Co-President
Pieter Weinrieb- Co-President
Mara Koven Gelman- Executive Director 

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
 

TEL 716-688-4033 | FAX 716-688-3572 
Richard Zakalik- Executive Director
Gretchen Gross - President
Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145 | FAX 716-886-1367
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And 
Erie County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914 | FAX 716-883-7637
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger- Executive Director
Larry Rubin- Chair

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 | FAX 716-631-8768 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan- President
Kathleen Haggerty- Property Manager

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Rob Goldberg- CEO & Executive Director
Howard Rosenhoch- President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 | FAX 716-929-0482 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi- Director
Jerome D. Carrel-  President

Kadimah Academy
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 | FAX 716-837-7322
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons- Head of School
Jonathan Epstein- President

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 | FAX 716-636-1899
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz- Principal
Jonathan Gellman - President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311 | FAX 716-639-3309
www.weinbergcampus.org  
Robert Mayer- President & CEO
Kenneth Rogers- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish
Education
TEL 716-204-5380 / FAX 716-688-3572
www.yadbyad.org
Cindy Komm- Chair

Western New York  
Synagogues and Temples
Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham 
(Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom 
(Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Sharon Eve Colbert
Joanne Marquisee - Executive Director
Todd Sugarman - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Email: jstrosberg@ohrtzion.org 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg
Cheryl Stein- President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Jewish Federation Apartments  
Himmel Family Chapel 
(Unaffiliated)
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Pinkhos Blitshteyn- President
Rabbi Daniel Shuman

Saranac Synagogue  
(Orthodox)
Rabbi Nesanel Cadle 
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www.SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek  
(Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Harvey Brenner - Executive Director
Leon Komm - President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion  
(Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Gary Pokras- Sr. Rabbi
Rabbi Adam Scheldt- Asst. Rabbi
Cantor Penny Myers
Mark Criden - Executive Director
Warren Clark - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El  
(Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
Robert Duell- President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

The Family Shul  
(Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo 
(Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

Jewish Community Agencies 
in Western New York

A G E N C I E S

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 
no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds!
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H O N O R  T H Y  F A T H E R

East Aurora
Farmers Market
at the Aurora Village Shopping Center
123 Grey Street • East Aurora

May 7th - Nov. 23rd
Wednesdays & Saturdays • 7am-1pm

RAIN OR SHINE

38th Season

Local Producers
vegetables  • fruits  • jams  • herbs

eggs  • sausage  • maple syrup
honey  • plants  • coffee  • spices

PRODUCE - EGGS - MEAT - POULTRY
BAKED GOODS - WINE - GIFTS

Saturdays 9am-2pm

OPEN AIR            MARKET

LOCKPORT
COMMUNITY
MARKET

Canal
Street, 

Downtown 
Lockport}

Ju
ne 18

th - October 8th

Father’s Day, June 19, Relax with Dad
• Dads ride free with purchase of additional ticket

• Train Departs station at 1:00pm • Not valid with any coupons
ADULTS   $17 KIDS   $14 SENIORS $15

Arcade & Attica Railroad

278 Main Street Arcade, NY 14009
P: (585) 492-3100 • arcadeandatticarr.com

“It’s Time to Ride the Train”

“Happy Passengers Ride Our Rails for Over 50 Years”

Property Management

Serving Western New York

716-893-2919
493 Kennedy Road

Cheektowaga, NY 14227

Kennedy 
Development, LLC

Call 716-626-2670 to make reservations for any size party

JUNE 19TH

CELEBRATE 
FATHER’S DAY AT 

LUNCH & DINNER
5601 MAIN STREET • WILLIAMSVILLE

May all you wonderful Dads 
enjoy a Happy Father’s Day!
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Temple BethTzedek: 
“One Person’s Story” 

By Rachel Anderson,  
TBT Vice President and Chair of Social Action 

Temple Beth Tzedek’s Social Action group 
is featuring “One Person’s Story,” a series on 
mental health, Sunday, June 26th at 10:00a.m. A 
young man from our community will tell his story 
and achievements. The esteemed Dr. Shepard 
Goldberg, PhD, Director of Psychological and 
Clinical Services at BryLin Hospitals, will facilitate 
the program and Ben and Amelia Kagen, our 
in-house caterers, will be preparing a delicious 
lunch, after which our presentation will begin. 
Following the program, Dr. Goldberg will be 
answering your questions.

Thank you all for supporting the many 
programs that TBT’s Social Action brings to our 
community. 

If you care for someone who suffers from a 
mental health condition and would like us to 
bring in a speaker to address that particular area, 
please let us know so that we can research and 
find an expert to talk to our community. Email 
rachela_444@hotmail.com .

Temple Beth Tzedek 2nd Annual Community Garden—Gan Hesed 
By Rachel Anderson

Last year, Temple Beth Tzedek 
received a generous grant from the 
Jewish Federation of Buffalo to start 
our garden of loving kindness.  We 
harvested a large variety of vegetables 
that were donated to the Town Square 
Food Bank.  For many of us, it was a 
learning experience.  Undaunted we 
are preparing to do it again with the 
help of an energetic hevre of Hillel 
students from UB and TBT Social 
Action members.  With their help, this 
year we erected an eight foot fence to 
keep out the hungry deer and other 
critters, among other chores.  Many 
thanks to Rachel Sacks, Nathan Yost, 
Deanna Traub, Cory Chaise, and Jordon 
Einhorn.  Thanks also to Pam and 
Brian Snyder and Michael Serota of 
Social Action. 

If anyone would like to join us in 
this worthy endeavor please contact me 
at rachela_444@hotmail.com or the 
temple office at 838-3232.

the food pantries with some healthier 
choices. The hard work was well worth the 
gratitude of the workers and clients for 
our contributions. 

In the picture from left to right: Michael Serota, Rachel Anderson, Cory Chaise, Deanna Traub, Jordan 
Einhorn, Nathan Yost, and Pam Snyder.  Photograph by Brian Snyder.

Beth Abraham  
To Screen Rare 
Jewish Film

 
On June 26th the Congregation Beth 
Abraham Vintage Jewish Movie Group 
will screen “The World of Shalom 
Aleichem,” broadcast during the golden 
age of television in 1959 on the dramatic 
anthology series “The Play of the Week.”  
This compilation of three different 
plays based on stories by “The Yiddish 
Mark Twain” features unforgettable  
performances by Zero Mostel, Lee Grant, 
Jack Gilford, Morris Karnovsky, Gertude 
Berg and Nancy Walker (who knew?).  
A true classic, a rarity and surely not to be 
missed!

As always, the film will be shown at 
4:00 at Congregation Beth Abraham,  
1073 Elmwood Avenue. Meet fellow Jewish 
film buffs, enjoy refreshments  and have a 
unique and memorable film experience – 
all FREE. 

Further details can be found on the 
website www.congregationbethabraham.
net.

Many people who rely on Food Banks 
for their provisions are not able to 
afford fresh healthy vegetables, so we 
feel that it is very important to augment 

mailto:rachela_444@hotmail.com
http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
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Jay L. Mesnekoff
Director

Older adults, in particular, should 
take note if their central vision
becomes blurry, hazy, or crooked.

These are symptoms of “age-related 
macular degeneration” (AMD), which 
is the leading cause of legal blindness 
among seniors. It is important to diagnose 
AMD in its early stages to prevent severe 
vision loss. This eye condition, 
which involves deterioration 
of the central portion of the 
retina (called the “macula”), 
takes two forms: “Dry” AMD 
is caused by the formation 
of waste products (“drusen”) 
underneath the retina that 
cause atrophy. The more 
serious “wet” AMD involves 
the formation of leaky 
abnormal blood vessels 
beneath the retina. 

Typically, AMD progresses 
from the dry to the wet form, 

but some patients present with wet AMD 
initially.

AMD tends to in run in families and is a 
leading cause of blindness in our aging 
population. If detected early, there are 
treatments and preventative measures 
that can be taken. This is why routine 

eye exams are essential. 
To learn more, please call 
the Legarreta Eye Center 
at 716-633-2203. Our 
practice is based on the 
philosophy of providing 
quality comprehensive vision 
care. We have served the 
community for over 35 years. 

P.S. While anyone may 
develop either dry or wet 
AMD after about age 50, the 
average onset of wet AMD 
usually occurs in a person’s 
late 70s to early 80s.

www.LegarretaEyeCenter.com

IS YOUR CENTRAL VISION BLURRY OR CROOKED?

Beth Abraham Second Seder

Kris Harmon, Christine Daisley.  Miriam Rothenberg

Noah and Roberta Rifkin Sharon and Barry Krebs

Aaron Schapiro, Marty Kerker and Damon Beiter

 Two of the five seder tables at Congregation 
Beth Abraham’s  Second Seder Noah and Adam Beiter

Lisa Unher, Kris Harmon



22   www.jfedbflo.com | June 2016

S Y N A G O G U E S

TBZ’s PALS Preschool Accepting 
Applications for September

L’Hitraot to Rabbi Pokras  
& Mark Criden

@ Special Shabbat Service at Temple Beth Zion
Join us for a special evening as we say farewell to  

Rabbi Pokras and Mark Criden Friday, June 17 at 6pm in the 
Sanctuary at 805 Delaware Avenue. 

During the service we will have the opportunity to thank each of these men for their 
service and dedication to TBZ. In addition, Brotherhood will present their Man of the Year 
award to Mark Criden. A special Oneg will follow the service. The entire community is 
welcome.

The PALS Preschool has opened registration for the coming school year. New this year 
is availability of full-time care, from 7:30 am – 6 pm, Monday - Friday for all children, who 
are enrolled in our Core program. The Core program meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday 
from 9 – 2 pm for our 3 & 4 year olds (preschoolers) and Tuesday/Thursday from 9 – noon 
for our 2 year olds (Toddlers). Families can add additional PALS days and/or afternoons, 
and arrive as early as 7:30 am. Please contact Melissa Milch-Klein at pals@tbz.org or  
836-6565	 x	 139	 for	 a	 tour,	 registration	 information,	 tuition	 fees	 and	 forms.  Tuition	
assistance is available on an individual basis. 

4484 Clark Street, Hamburg, NY  (716) 649-4684  
www.WeKnowPlants.com

LOCKWOOD’S GARDEN CENTER
GROWING PLANTS OF DISTINCTION SINCE 1914

HYDRANGEA LET’S DANCE BLUE JANGLES

SPECIALTY ANNUALS • HERBS • HOUSEPLANTS
PERENNIALS • SHRUBS & TREES • NATIVE PLANTS 

ORGANIC & EARTH FRIENDLY PRODUCTS
EDUCATIONAL CLASSES & HANDS-ON WORKSHOPS

GARDEN GIFTS & DECOR • POTTERY

mailto:pals@tbz.org
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Pride Week at Temple Beth Zion
Temple Beth Zion is very excited 

to celebrate diversity by honoring 
LGBTQ Pride during the month of June. 
The Kulanu Pride Shabbat Service 
will be held on Friday, June 3 at 6 
PM at 805 Delaware Avenue. Kulanu 
(“all of us” in Hebrew) is a group of 
people working to ensure that Temple 
Beth Zion continues to be a warm, 
welcoming and supportive home for 
LGBTQ members.   

On Sunday, June 5, a contingent 
from Temple Beth Zion will participate 
in the Pride Parade and Festival. 
Once again, TBZ will march with our 
B’etzelem Elohim float and banners. 
Please make plans now to spend a fun 
and uplifting day with us.

If you are interested in learning more, 
you can contact TBZ at 836-6565 or 
email socialaction@tbz.org. 

Temple Beth Zion Summer Celebration
Don’t miss the premier social event of the summer!
Make plans now to join your TBZ friends Monday, August 8, for the Summer Celebration 

featuring our 18th annual Golf Tournament and 6th annual Wine Tour. This event raises 
vital funds for education programs at TBZ. The day begins at Transit Valley Country Club 
with a fabulous lunch on the newly renovated outdoor patio. At noon, those on the Wine 
Tour will board a luxury air-conditioned coach to tour wineries in Niagara County. Temple 
sommelier Mark Criden will lead this popular tour.

The Golf Tournament has a 12:30 shotgun start with 18 holes on this premier golf 
course. Our golfers love the “best in foursome” format that allows them to play their own 
ball. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres follow the Wine Tour and Golf Tournament. The event is 
capped off with a delicious dinner and rousing auctions in the country club dining room. 
David Goldberg is Chair of this amazing and highly successful event. Join us for the wine 
adventure (space is limited), on the golf course, or just come for cocktails and dinner. 

If you are interested in participating, volunteering and/or being a sponsor for this event, 
please contact any members of the committee or Julie Feldman at 836-6565.



C A L E N D A R
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Wishing Our Community
a Happy Passover

from The Board of Directors & The Staff of 
The Bureau of Jewish Education

2640 North Forest Rd | Getzville, NY 14068
(716) 204-5380

www.bjebuffalo.org

The Bureau of Jewish Education

2640 North Forest Rd | Getzville, NY 14068

June Events

Celebrating Lives and
Preserving Memories Since 1901

3 Mausoleums  •  6  Historic Veteran Sections
Serving all Faiths  •  Historic Chapel

100 Landscaped Acres  •  Traditional Graves

New Montefi ore II section now open

Elmlawn Memorial Park
3939 Delaware, Ave. Kenmore, NY 14217

716-876-8131  www.elmlawncemetery.com 5379 GENESEE STREET • LANCASTER, NY 14026
WWW.FANDTMOTORS.COM

WE SELL QUALITY PRE-OWNED 
CARS • TRUCKS • SUV’s

WE HAVE MANY TYPES
OF FINANCING AVAILABLE

WE OFFER WARRANTIES

716.651.1720
FAX: 716.651.1722

Felice Triglio

Through July 17 
 Holocaust Resource Center and Buffalo 
& Erie County Public Library present a 

photo exhibit  
from the National Memorial Holocaust 
Museum at the downtown Main Library: 

Nazi Persecution of Homosexuals

June 4  
Transition in Song Concert  

@ Congregation Shir Shalom.  7:00 pm. 
FREE and open to the community.

June 5
Pride Parade

March with Jewish Pride of WNY and 
Nickel City Jews.  Steps off from Buffalo 

State College at 12 noon.  
For info contact Miriam at mabramovich@

jfedbflo.com 

June 10
Nickel City Jews “Be Our Guest” Shabbat.  
For info contact Miriam at mabramovich@

jfedbflo.com

June 11
Erev Shavuot:  Community Tikkun Layl 
Shavuot- All Night Community Study 

begins with Dr. Noam Pines’ Keynote at 
10:30 pm.  Hosted at Temple Beth Tzedek

June 12-13 
Shavuot celebrated

June 17
Special Goodbye Shabbat Service at 

Temple Beth Zion for Rabbi Gary Pokras 
and Executive Director Mark Criden. 6:00 

pm at 805 Delaware Ave.

June 20
Nickel City Jews Dinner with Refugees.

For info contact Miriam at mabramovich@
jfedbflo.com
               

Kadimah Annual Dinner celebrating the 
Life and Legacy of Rivke Klein Berkowitz. 

5:30 pm.  Temple Shaarey Tzedek. 
$100/ person.  

June 24 

Farewell Shabbat Service  
with Cantor Sharon Colbert 
@ Shir Shalom.  7:30 pm.   

4660 Sheridan Drive.

June 26
Vintage Jewish Movie Matinee.  

4:00pm.  Congregation Beth Abraham. 
1073 Elmwood Ave. FREE.

FAREWELL SERVICE WITH
CANTOR SHARON COLBERT 

@ Shir Shalom
Please join Congregation Shir Shalom  
for the farewell Erev Shabbat Service  

with Cantor Sharon Colbert 

Friday, June 24th, 7:30pm
Congregation Shir Shalom

4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221

A festive Oneg Shabbat will follow. Our time with her is treasured.   
We welcome the community.

716.633.8877 • Shirshalombuffalo.org



 June 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   25

A G E N C I E S

Betsy Abramson of Camp Centerland announced that the camp is 
receiving 24 books from PJ Library, a program within the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation for the summer of 2016. Over 65 camps 
are receiving these books this summer to be utilized by campers 
ages 4 through 8 to enhance Jewish literacy in JCC day camps. 
This partnership between the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
(HGF) and JCC Association reinforces the importance of Jewish 
literacy at a young age through day camp programs. There is 
already a relationship between the Grinspoon Foundation and 
Jewish Federation for PJ Library for Families (see page 11).

JCC CAMP CENTERLAND 
WORKING WITH 

PJ LIBRARY FOUNDATION

$50 OFF 
FULL INSTALLATION
OF LEAF PROTECTION

Cannot be combined with any other offer

716-217-2331

Yad B’Yad All Dressed Up

Dressed up for the Yad B’Yad Fashion Show held in April 
were all the models.

From left top: Dr. Alex Green, Keren Green, Mitchell 
Steinhorn, Leah Silkes, Katie Mruk, Rabbi Perry Netter, Rob 
Goldberg, Dr. Ellen Rich, Susan Goldberg Schwartz, Laurie 
Criden,		Cody	Redding,	Aaron	Blum,	Safi	Netter,	Amanda	
Michaels, Dave Lefkowitz and Ashira Lazarus-Klein.  

Kneeling:  Drew Boehnlein, Eric Lehrman and David 
Rosenhoch.  
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A commitment to activism characterizes 
the papers of Elinor Weiss, recently lodged 
within the University Archives at the 
University at Buffalo (ms200.45). Elinor 
was born in the Bronx and grew up in 
Yonkers. She graduated from the University 
of Buffalo in 1968, met her future husband, 
Joel Weiss, while she was a UB student 
and stayed, teaching in the Buffalo public 
school system for many years. Alongside 
her teaching career and beyond it, 
Elinor was also very active in a range 
of communal causes that she continues 
today, most recently, with Israel Advocacy 
through organizations including Hadassah 
of Buffalo.  

Connecting to a network of advocacy 
organizations through Jewish women’s 
groups is a leitmotif that runs through 
these personal papers. Elinor Weiss was 
an active member of the National Council 

Advocacy in Action
By Chana Kotzin, Ph.D.,  

Director, Jewish Buffalo Archives Project

of Jewish Women (NCJW) during the 1980s 
and 1990s. The NCJW had been originally 
founded in Chicago in 1893, as a local 
grassroots community organization of 
Jewish women volunteers, committed 
to progressive ideals and social justice. 
With local sections around the country, 
including Buffalo, members worked to 
improve the quality of life for the entire 
community.  During the 1980’s the Buffalo 
Section of NCJW, and its national center 
lobbied for various issues relating to 
education, health, women’s rights and the 
environment.

Developing testimonies on various 
issues that ranged from the links between 
poverty and gender, to protecting the 
entire community’s health by ensuring 
environmental safeguards, Weiss served at 
various times as Buffalo Legislative Affairs 
Chair for NCJW,and as the Environmental 

Call Yvonne
(716) 886-6254

Experienced • References
$20 per hour

Need Cleaning Help?

Elinor Weiss, 3rd from left, 4th from left, Lois Gibbs 

A look back at the BJE’s 2015 - 2016 
BJE Adult Ed Courses and Classes

Asher Lev Book Club with artist 
Harvey Breverman

UB/BJE Lecture Series on Love -  
Ethel Melzer with Dr. Richard 
Cohen

Professor Ted Steinberg 
taught a class in the fall

Prayer Book Hebrew Reading Classes with Michal Shmuel-Lewis

Introduction to Judaism Course - Spring 2016 
with Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein

Buffalo Mikvah Field Trip for Intro to Judaism 
classes with Brocha Leah Greenberg

UB/BJE Lecture Series on Love - Dr. Alex Green
Asher Lev Book Club with Saul Elkin and Adam 
Yellen from the Jewish Repertory Theatre
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10% OFF SPIRITS
15% OFF WINE

750 ml or larger, no limit, excludes sale items, in store only
Expires 6/30/16

5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE | WILLIAMSVILLE | 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM

Spring Into A 
Vibrant Smile

New Patient Special: Exam & x-ray with new patient cleaning
(Value $133)

Legislative Liaison for New York State 
Public Affairs of the NCJW. In this capacity, 
Elinor wrote articles and delivered 
testimony on low-level radioactive waste 
management, and hazardous waste 
disposable site remediation programs, 
among many others, all of which can 
be read within her papers.  In 1991, 
she received the Hannah G. Solomon 
Award of the National Council of Jewish 
Women, Buffalo Section, for her work, 
as well as her efforts as part of the Pfohl 
Brothers Landfill Cleanup Committee, a 
local chemical landfill in Cheektowaga 
whose contaminants drained into local 
waterways. Lois Gibbs, former Love Canal 
activist and campaigner, spoke at Mrs. 
Weiss’ award ceremony.

Alongside her interest in environmental 
safeguards, which have continued 
throughout the 2000s, Mrs. Weiss has a 
strong commitment to Israel. Following 
a trip to Israel in 2002, she worked with 
a range of local Jewish organizations 
to organize Israel Advocacy programs. 
Several programs looked at a number of 
topics including how mainline churches 
understand Israel, and separately, how 
Jewish student campus life is affected by 
views about Israel. Letters and articles 
written, legislative advocacy and activism 
all have led to a 2016 award by the 
national Israel advocacy group CAMERA.
The papers of Elinor Weiss illustrate 
grassroots activism in a range of spheres, 
and how action builds from research and 
writing, to networking, programming and 
advocacy. The collection guide is located 
on the BJE’s website, under the Jewish 
Buffalo Archives Project tab. 

For more information you can 
email Chana Revell Kotzin, Ph.D. at 
archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org or call 
716-204-5388.

mailto:archivesproject@bjebuffalo.org
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This Premier Center of excellence for Plastic Surgery, 
Advanced Medical Skin-Care, Cosmetic and Implant 
Dentistry has been providing exceptional service to the 
WNY community for decades. The state-of-the-art and one 
of a kind centre offers surgical and non-surgical treatments 
to make you look and feel GR8 about yourself with little 
to no downtime. The Centre also offers sedation anesthesia 
when needed. The doctors and their staff are dedicated to 
rejuvenating and enhancing your natural beauty and smile, 
all in one location. Dr. Todd Shatkin pioneered the use of 
porcelain veneers for cosmetic dental improvement and 
was one of the first in WNY to offer this procedure over 20 
years ago. Since that time, he has developed breakthrough 
technology for your smile with his patented tooth replacement 
procedures where he has improved the smiles of thousands of 
patients by placing over 17,000 mini implants to date and 
has trained over 20,000 dentists on his patented techniques. 
His latest innovation is his new Fix on Six™ procedure. This 
allows a patient who wears a complete denture to replace 
their denture with 12 permanently cemented teeth in one 
visit using 6-8 mini implants. This can be accomplished in 
little over an hour using a minimally invasive non-surgical 
procedure. All the work is fabricated at Dr. Shatkin’s own 
laboratory in Amherst which allows him to offer his patients 
this remarkable procedure at under $10,000. This is far 
less expensive than other implant systems offering similar 
results which range from $25,000-$50,000 or more. He’s 
a world renowned international speaker and trainer on 
Mini Dental Implants and his techniques can replace 
missing teeth in as little as one visit.

 Plastic Surgery has changed dramatically 
over the years in terms of technology and 
innovation, but still the foundation of 
the field is the aesthetic appearance.  At 
the Aesthetic Associates Centre, Dr. 
Samuel Shatkin Jr. uses cutting edge 
techniques to provide his patients the 
most natural and balanced look. 

Dr. Samuel Shatkin Jr. is 
Certified by the American Board 
of Plastic Surgery and trained 
in all aspects of facial and body 
enhancement, including Facelift, 
eyelift, nose surgery, body 
contouring, aesthetic breast 
surgery and liposuction. The non 
surgical procedures include botox, 

fillers and laser treatments.   His primary focus is on aesthetic 
plastic surgery, advanced medical skin-care and anti-aging 
techniques. Recently, Dr. Shatkin was selected by Buffalo 
Business First as recipient of Health Care 50 for 2013. Dr. 
Shatkin is also the recipient of the 2009 and 2010 “Top 
Surgeons in America” Award from the Consumers Research 
Council and more recently “Who’s Who in Healthcare 
2010” for Plastic Surgery. His One-Of-A-Kind, Ambulatory 
Surgery Centre was just listed as one of the Top Ambulatory 
Surgery Centers in Western New York Ranked by Number 
of Procedures in 2010. He has lectured around the world on 
aesthetic medicine and plastic surgery, won the top doc award 
in 2015, and he is the only active plastic surgeon worldwide 
honored with the coveted 5-star diamond award from the 
American academy of hospitality sciences. They have also 
been awarded the top 10 ambulatory centers in WNY in 
2015 and finalist for 2016 Niagara business ethics award.

Dr. Samuel Shatkin Jr. has radio and TV appearances 
including the “Great Look Monday Segment” on WKBW-
TV Channel 7 AM Buffalo along with his brother Todd Ellis 
Shatkin, DDS.  They host and provide community seminars 

on plastic surgery, dentistry and general health 
and wellness and nutrition.

Call 716-839-1700 or 1-800-GR8-LOOK 
today for a consultation with Dr. Todd 

Shatkin or Dr. Samuel 
Shatkin, Jr.

Aesthetic Associates
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Several residents of the Jewish 
Federation Apartments have been 
knitting squares for over a year now, to 
donate to a Wounded Warriors project. 
The squares are sewn together to make 
beautiful quilts which are donated to 
the Veterans Medical Center.

Knitters who have contributed 
squares are Joan Factor, Helene 
Bluman, Marsha Craib, Molvina Eisen, 
Pat Hyzy, Frances Lagattuta, Audrey 
Vanderlinden and  Barbara Manhardt. 

We are looking for donations of yarn! 
Please call Rhonda Wise to donate:  
716-771-2515. We cannot use white 
yarn or any color baby yarn. Thank 
you!

FEDERATION APARTMENTS 
QUILTING FOR VETS!

Laughter and lament, joy and pain 
succumb to affi rmations of life well journeyed 

 – to loving testaments etched in stone  

PLOTS AVAILABLE
For more information, call 204-2246.

Barbara Manhardt (L) and Marsha Craib (R) hold up 
one of the quilts the residents made

10295 Main St., Clarence, NY 14031 (716) 759-6837

School official ends on Thursday, June 
23, and what better way to celebrate than 
an overnight with all your friends!  All 
teens that have just completed grades 5 
- 7 are invited to join the Buffalo Jewish 
Pre-Teen Scene for an overnight lock-

SCHMOOZE AND SNOOZE: OVERNIGHT 
@ THE JCC FOR 5TH - 7TH GRADERS

in at the JCC (2640 North Forest Rd in 
Getzville) Thursday, June 23 to Friday, 
June 24.  The evening will be filled 
with swimming, playing games, making 
s’mores at a bonfire, watching a late-
night movie, and much more.  All food 
provided will be kosher.  The program 
costs $10/teen (scholarship is available).

This is a great time to socialize with 
friends as summer officially begins!  The 
Buffalo Jewish Pre-Teen Scene is open 
to all Western New York teens in grades 
5 - 7, regardless of affiliation.  For more 
information, please contact Melissa 
Schreiber at melissa@bjebuffalo.org or 
716-204-5380.Last year’s Schmooze and Snooze for pre-teens!

LAST NIGHT OF HEBREW HIGH FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR
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Ben Balderman is a graduating senior at University at 
Buffalo and has been an inspirational leader of UBI – 
University at Buffalo’s pro-Israel group. He received a 
prestigious scholarship to attend this spring’s AIPAC 
Policy Conference in Washington, DC, and was among 
over 4,000 student participants and over 40 delegates 
from Buffalo.  Ben will be attending  UB Medical School 
in the fall. The following are his reflections on his recent 
trip.

Last month, I attended AIPAC as part of the Buffalo 
delegation. AIPAC was an incredible conference, and 
I am so grateful to the Buffalo Jewish Federation for 
sponsoring my trip. At the convention, I learned a lot 
about Israel; her economy, defense, foreign relations, 
and so on. I heard from major IDF leaders, politicians, 
and advocates. I attended “breakout” sessions about 
Israel-Japan relations, social justice in Israeli culture, 
and more. There was one thing missing though, a 

AIPAC and UB for Israel
definitive answer to how 
best to protect Israel on our 
college campuses. 

As co-founder and 
president of UB for Israel, I 
have been on the front lines 
in defending Israel and 
pro-Israel students against 
anti-Israel and anti-Jewish 
rhetoric from both students 
and professors. My group 
has dealt relentlessly with 
complaints from Jewish 
and Zionist students about 
bias against them from 
university superiors for 
simply being aligned with 
the pro-Israel movement 
(or for being Jewish). We’ve 
had members targeted on 
social media by the anti-
Israel group, Students 
for Justice in Palestine, 
for being “ethnocentric” 
and worse. We’ve had 
members remove their 
yarmulkes when walking 
around campus for fear of 
being targeted as Zionists. 
These experiences are not 
unique to UB, though; it’s 
happening all across the 
country, which is why I 
was surprised to see senior 
AIPAC attendees downplay 
our fears. 

Most of the sessions I 
attended that touched 
on the anti-Israel biases 
on campuses simply 
dismissed them as having 

no real effect on the Israeli economy. 
That may be true. Still, do we want to 
live in a world where our Jewish sons 
and daughters are scared to be openly 
Jewish? We, the Buffalo community, 
should not dismiss the anti-Jewish 
and anti-Israel rhetoric present on our 
largest university campus. If we want 
to encourage the continuation of proud 
Jews for generations to come, we need 
to protect our current young adults, 
the future Jewish community leaders, 

from neo-antisemitism known as “anti-
Zionism.” 

As the school year winds down, a 
new board will take over to lead the 
pro-Israel community at UB. I will be 
finishing my undergraduate career and 
be starting UB Medical School in the fall.  
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for all of the support you 
have given us throughout the years. You 
have been a big part of our club’s success 
and I am eternally grateful for that. 

New UB for Israel officers for  the 2016-2017 School Year: Eric 
Mandel, President; Jessica Reznik, Public Relations/Secretary; 
Joel Finkelstein, Vice President; Zach Shapiro, Treasurer.  
Not pictured: Yulia Shtork, Public Relations/ Secretary.  Ben 
Balderman, Immediate past President.
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As I work my way through the 
comments and responses received 
from our Benchmarking report there 
are a few items which really caught 
my attention:

Provided to us by the JCC 
Association, Benchmarking 
highlights both positive aspects and 
criticisms of the way we operate the 
JCC of Greater Buffalo.

Absolutely, the overwhelming 
impression that we receive is that 
our membership is grateful and 
supportive of the hard work and 
best efforts that are put forth by our 
board, our staff and our volunteers.  
When asked for things that people 
would like to see improved a 
significant number of people 
responded with the comment 
“nothing”.

Nevertheless, we know there 
are always things that need 
improvement, best-practices from 
other JCCs that we can adapt, 
and valid criticism that must be 
addressed.  One of the criticisms 
that struck me came mostly from 
staff.  An uncomfortable number 
of staff members didn’t know or 
understand the vision of the 
Executive Director.  We conducted a 
series of Town Meetings to address 
this complaint.  As members, you 
too have the right to know what 
our vision entails.  I use the plural 
because my vision is a synthesis 
of the feedback I receive from the 
board, from our members, from our 
staff and from our donors.  Often 
there are portions of our vision 
which we are reluctant to share 
publicly before being assured of 
funding from donors and other 
sources of revenue.  My hope in 
sharing the following is that our 
membership will come forward 
with help, suggestions, bequests, 
endowments and enthusiasm which 
can turn vision into reality. 

My vision for the JCC of Greater 
Buffalo begins with us being a 
premier provider of meaningful and 
life-enhancing services as a “center 
of communities” to a varied, growing 

A LETTER FROM RICK ZAKALIK, 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 

DIRECTOR

and inclusive membership in a sustainable 
fashion.  I focus on us being recognized as a 
successful Western New York institution that 
is known as being caring, diverse and relevant.  
Our focus includes wellness, education, 
recreation and culture in concert with Jewish 
values shared with people of many faiths.  
We strive to provide salaries and benefits to 
a largely content staff with living wages and 
secure futures in an affordable fashion.  Our 
vision is to always provide our programs and 
services in state-of-the-art facilities.  Plans 
are being formulated for additions to camp, 
remodeling and expansion at the Holland 
Family Building and more. 

Clearly, this vision of institutional 
excellence requires buy-in from all 
stakeholders.  If this vision is one that you 
share as a member please remember to 
participate in our “All-for-One Campaign” 
with an on-line gift (jccbuffalo.org), by 
including us in your estate planning or 
through income producing, tax-favored 
lifetime gifts made possible through our 
affiliation with the Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies.  

 As always, our doors are always open 
and your comments are welcome. Your 
membership continues to be highly valued.  
Enjoy spring and have a great holiday season.   

This letter was recently printed in the 
Jewish Community Center’s Reporter.

Jewish Pride of WNY (www.JewishPrideWNY.org) is a new, independent organization 
seeking to unite the Jewish LGBTQ community of Western New York. Presently gearing up for 
Pride 2016 week in June, we look forward to offering educational and cultural programming 
and workshops throughout the year, both independently, and with our partner organizations 
for all of Jewish Buffalo to enjoy.

Our partners for Pride 2016 are the Bureau of Jewish Education, Congregation 
Shir Shalom, Hebrew High, Hillel of Buffalo, Holocaust Resource Center, Jewish 
Community Center of Greater Buffalo, Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & Erie County, 
Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo, Nickel City Jews, Temple Beth Zion, and Yad 
B’Yad.

We look forward to seeing you out at Pride!

Jewish Pride of WNY

Additional Pride Events:

PRIDE SHABBAT
Friday, June 3, 2016, 6:00PM

Join us for Pride Shabbat! A service that will be filled with joy and song! All are 
welcome at Temple Beth Zion’s Downtown Location (805 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, 
NY 14209).

PHOTO EXHIBIT:  
NAZI PERSECUTION OF HOMOSEXUALS

May 22- July 17
Holocaust Resource Center has brought in the US Holocaust Memorial Museum 

travelling exhibit: Nazi Persecution Against Homosexuals 1933-’45. Come see it at the 
Buffalo and Erie County Public Library Main Branch downtown!

Rick Zakalik

http://www.JewishPrideWNY.org
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By Kathi Freudenheim

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Buffalo (JGSB) 
and the Holocaust Resource Center (HRC) hosted 
Henry Wellisch of Toronto in April. Mr. Wellisch 
talked about his family’s Escape from Europe in 
1940, how they left Vienna and became interned 
on Mauritius, his military participation, and the 
family’s return to Palestine and then Canada. 

After Germany’s annexation of Austria, the 
Wellisch family was not able to leave Austria. A 
cousin in America sent Heinrich (later changed 
to Henry) an affidavit in early September 1939, 
but later in the fall he received a deportation 
notice for Poland. The family decided that 
they should leave immediately to avoid being 
sent to Poland. In December of 1939 they left 
for Bratislava, Slovakia (previously part of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire) to join several 
hundred other Viennese Jews waiting for the 
illegal transports to Palestine. The Danube 
was frozen, so they stayed in a camp called 
Pressburg. Finally, in September 1940 about 
3,600 Jews sailed down the Danube River on 
four paddle boats to the Black Sea. The group 
boarded three steamships, the Milos, the 
Pacific and the Atlantic. The Wellischs were on 
the Atlantic. 

The overcrowded ships left without enough 
water, food, or coal and sanitation was not 
adequate. The ships ran out of coal in the 
Greek Islands. The Greek Jewish community 
gathered bread and coal for the passengers. 
They sailed on only to run out of coal in the 
Mediterranean. The passengers on the Atlantic 
stripped the ship’s wood for fuel and sailed to 
Haifa harbor. 

The British transferred some of the 
passengers from the Atlantic to the Patria when 
it exploded and capsized. British authorities 
decided to allow the survivors to remain in 
Palestine, but the rest of the passengers from 
the Atlantic, including the Wellisch family, 
were deported to Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. 
Two weeks later the 1,780 Jewish refugees 
arrived in Beau Bassin, Mauritius. 

The Central Prison was converted into the 
men’s camp.  The women‘s camp had corrugated 
iron huts and was adjacent to the men’s camp. 
The camps were not prisons, but there were 
restrictions. Men and women were strictly 
separated and were only allowed to meet in an 
open area during daylight hours. Eventually 
married women were permitted to visit their 
husbands in the men’s camp, but only during 
daylight hours. They contended with tropical 
diseases and a lack of adequate food and 

News from the Jewish  
Genealogical Society of Buffalo

clothing. While they waited for 
permission to immigrate, the 
internees organized activities 
and associations. There were 
two synagogues, a hospital, a 
carpentry shop, a band, theater 
groups, classes, soccer and 
volleyball, and more. They had 
a radio station and could listen 
to the BBC News from London 
and learn about the war. The 
camp authorities were not 
brutal compared to the Nazi 
concentration camps, but it 
was not easy being on a remote 
island, and the British kept 
insisting that the internees 
would never be allowed to 
enter Palestine. 

Henry enlisted in the Jewish 
Brigade of the British army 
in the fall of 1944 and began 
military training in the Suez 
Canal Zone. His unit was 
transferred to Holland, where 
they participated in illegally 
transporting Jewish Holocaust 
survivors to Palestine with 
fake papers. 

Henry Wellisch

Henry as a young man with a group 
of friends
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The refugees stayed in Mauritius for 
the duration of the war (four and a 
half years). Finally, in August 1945, 
the British authorities rescinded the 
ban on their return to Palestine, and 
allowed them to go back to their home 
countries or go to Palestine. 128 Jews 
died during their internment, 212 
joined Allied fighting units, and 60 
children were born. 1,320 Mauritius 
refugees arrived in Haifa on August 26, 
1945 after the ban on their return to 
Palestine was lifted. 

Henry was discharged from the Jewish 
Brigade in October 1946 and joined his 
parents in Palestine. He joined the 
Haganah in early1948 and then in May 

1948 he joined the Israeli Army and 
fought in the War of Independence. 
Henry Wellisch is 93 years old and is 
a member of the Toronto Genealogical 
Society. He lost family members in the 
Holocaust, and stated that he found it 
very difficult to return to Austria.

*The JGSB participates in 
documenting local Jewish graves for 
JOWBR (Jewish Online Worldwide 
Burial Registry). We have volunteers 
who photograph the gravesites in local 
cemeteries and send the photos and 
other information to JewishGen. We are 
always looking for interested parties 
to assist us in taking photos at the 
cemeteries from April through October, 
whenever there is no inclement 
weather. 

We invite you to contact the JGSB 
at jewishgenbuffalo@gmail.com to 
volunteer for our JOWBR project, 
for assistance or for information on 
membership.

Henry Wellisch

A G E N C I E S Change the Way You See

Sara Sirkin, M.D. 
2441 Sheridan Drive 

(716) 836-8700

www.atwaleye.com

Your Complete 
Family Eye Care Center

• New Patients Always Welcome
• Routine Eye Exams for All Ages
• Laser Vision Correction
• Cataract & Glaucoma Evaluations
• Large Selection of Designer 
  Frames & Sunglasses
• Contact Lens Exams & Fittings
• We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Sara Sirkin, 
M.D.

The Central Prison

file:///Volumes/artdept/WIP/JewishJournalofWNY/2016-06-June/EditorialImages/p34/jewishgenbuffalo@gmail.com 
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By Drew Beiter,  
Regional Education Coordinator,  

U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 

Education Director, Holocaust 
Resource Center of Buffalo 

Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo’s New 
Generation Education Staff Lori Raybold 
has recently been accepted as a national 
Museum Teacher Fellow for the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington.

Given her background as a co-found-
er of the Summer Institute for Human 
Rights and Genocide Studies of Buf-
falo, as well as a Teacher-Leader for the 
New Generation Staff of the HRC, Lori’s 
background, dedication, and leadership 
is an asset to the Museum and the 
Western New York community. She was 
selected by USHMM staff in Washington 

National Recognition for Buffalo’s 
Holocaust Resource Center

after a competitive applica-
tion process with teachers 
around the country.

Now in its 20th year, the 
purpose of the Museum 
Teacher Fellowship Pro-
gram is to is to develop 
a select corps of skilled 

Thousands of homosexuals, primarily 
gay men, perished at the hands of the 
Nazis along with millions of Jews and 
other victims including Roma (Gypsies), 
Poles, Soviet prisoners of war, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and the disabled during World 
War II and the Holocaust. 

The story of what happened to 
homosexuals in Nazi Germany is the 
subject of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum’s traveling exhibition, 
Nazi Persecution of Homosexuals 1933–1945. 
The exhibition opened at Buffalo and Erie 
County Public Library on Sunday May 
22, 2016 and will be on display through 
Saturday July 16, 2016.

“The exhibition explores why homosexual 
behavior was identified as a danger to Nazi 
society and how the Nazi regime attempted 
to eliminate it,” says exhibition curator 
Edward Phillips. “The Nazis believed it 
was possible to ‘cure’ homosexual behavior 
through labor and ‘re-education.’ Their 
efforts to eradicate homosexuality left gay 
men subject to imprisonment, castration, 
institutionalization, and deportation to 
concentration camps.”

In 1933, the year Adolf Hitler assumed 
power, an estimated one million 
homosexual men lived in Germany. Nazi 
policy asserted that homosexual men 
carried a “degeneracy” that threatened the 
“disciplined masculinity” of Germany. As 
homosexuals were believed to form self-
serving groups, the emergence of a state-
within-the state that could disrupt social 
harmony was also feared. Additionally, the 
Nazis charged that homosexuals’ failure to 
father children was a factor in Germany’s 
declining birth rate, thus robbing the nation 
of future sons and daughters who could 
fight for and work toward a greater Reich.

Between 1933 and 1945, an estimated 
100,000 men were arrested for homo-
sexuality, and of these, approximately 
50,000 were sentenced to prison for the 
crime. An estimated 5,000 to 15,000 were 
sent to concentration camps, where an 
unknown number of them perished.  This 
exhibit is made possible by generous funding 
from: A Jewish Program Venture Fund 
grant generously underwritten by the Jewish 
Federation of Buffalo, Jewish Family Service 
of Buffalo and Erie County, Temple Beth Zion 
and its Cofeld Judaic Museum, Congregation 
Shir Shalom and Nickel City Jews.

POWERFUL  
HOLOCAUST EXHIBIT 

@ DOWNTOWN  
LIBRARY

teachers who can serve as leaders in Holocaust educa-
tion in their schools, communities, and professional 
organizations.  It comprises some of the most dedi-
cated and elite educators from around the nation.

Lori will receive five days of all-expenses paid train-
ing at the Holocaust Museum with 15 other teachers, 
where she will meet and learn from leading historians, 
activists, and educational leaders from around the 
country and world, doing the same again during the 
summer of 2017. She in turn will be asked to create a 
project that will in some way expand the scope of the 
Museum in the Western New York area.

So congratulations to Lori! We all should be espe-
cially pleased that she is the third HRC educator to 
be selected into the Fellowship program, joining her 
colleague Jim Gang and myself. To have that many 
teachers as Fellows from one agency is almost unprec-
edented, and a wonderful reflection of the Buffalo 
community’s support of Holocaust education, teacher 
training, and the power we all have as individuals to 
repair the world.

Lori Raybold

https://www.ushmm.org/educators/professional-events-and-resources/museum-teacher-fellowship-program
https://www.ushmm.org/educators/professional-events-and-resources/museum-teacher-fellowship-program
https://www.ushmm.org/educators/professional-events-and-resources/museum-teacher-fellowship-program
https://www.ushmm.org/educators/professional-events-and-resources/museum-teacher-fellowship-program
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Ask Galia Binder and Sarah Mann to define their generation and, almost predictably, they 
resist the idea of being labeled. “I want to say I don’t really adhere to pop culture.  But I 
know I do in some sense,” laughs Mann, who is 23. 

JFS CREDITS MILLENNIAL VOLUNTEER 
SUPPORT FOR 2016 “SPRING IT ON!”

GIVING SUCCESS

combined their storytelling and directorial 
skills to create, post and tweet short 
video throughout the day of Spring It On!, 
effectively making the case for giving to 
JFS.  Their documentary is being produced 
in collaboration with Karibu News publisher 
Rubens Mukunzi, and will help to define best 
practice in the development of transitional 
communications services for deaf refugees 
and capture additional project funding. 

“It’s very challenging to engage young 
people around volunteer or service work. 
It was an interesting experiment for us to 
do Spring It On! because we were engaging 
digitally.  I think using the media content 
on social networks was important because it 
is what people are used to.  If we had asked 
people to come out and give to a specific 
location it would never have happened,” 
Binder explains. 

Both women agree that the next challenge 
will be to sustain the initial financial 
support generated through Spring It On!:  
Completion of the documentary is tentatively 
targeted for some time in 2017.  “I have 
been involved in many art and social justice 
projects, but there’s something about serving 
the immigrant and refugee community in 
Buffalo that ties into being Jewish.  My 

ancestors, not so long ago, were refugees 
themselves” says Binder when asked 
about her commitment to the project. 

As a Reconstructionist Jew, she 
embraces Judaism as a force of social 
justice and says serving the immigrant 
and refugee community keeps her close 
to her Jewish heritage and family history.  
“The women in my family were teachers, 
activists, poets and social justice minded.  
We’re supposed to have this greater 
focus on the oppressed because we have 
experienced it, and it’s our job to engage 
oppressed communities and to work with 
them as allies in the struggle for justice.” 
Working with Jewish Family Service is 
important because of its longstanding 
leadership in the Jewish community 
— and JFS president and CEO Marlene 
Schillinger is a great role model, she 
adds. “I identify with Marlene’s mission 
so much and the organization so much 
as a Jewish organization and service 
organization.  It’s a way for me to connect 
with the Jewish community and support 
Jewish values,” Binder says, citing 
Schillinger’s dedication to the provision 
of optimal mental health services and 
compassionate support for all in the 
community who may be struggling with 
life challenge and change. 

While Mann is not Jewish, she also 
believes that her volunteer work with JFS 
will help to define meaningful change 
for deaf refugee communities in Buffalo.  
As a future filmmaker, she is focused 
on producing art that promotes full 
dimensional diversity, both on screen 
and behind the camera.  “I like to think 
the work I do is making a change. That 
change can sometimes be so quiet that 
people don’t realize I am changing their 
attitudes,” Mann says. 

In Millennial speak: “Hund P, On 
Fleek!”  (One hundred per cent on point!)

Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & 
Erie County is located at 70 Barker 
Street, Buffalo, NY  14209.  For more 
information or to make a donation 
to Binder and Mann’s documentary 
project, call 716-883-1914, email 
generalinfo@jfsbuffalo.org or visit 
www.jfsbuffalo.org 

Binder admits reticently that 
Millennials are very much defined 
by a dependence on social media 
and digital networking. “Those 
networks can be mobilized to raise 
awareness.  But they can also be 
generators of apathy. We are very 
much used to communicating 
digitally and virtually expressing 
ourselves, but we’re not as used to 
expressing ourselves in real life, on 
real life issues,” she says.   

In real life, both young women 
are native Buffalonians and first-
year Media Studies MFA candidates 
at the University at Buffalo.  They 
also are primarily responsible for 
the success of Jewish Family Service 
(JFS) participation in the 2016 
United Way Spring It On! online 
giving campaign last March.

Using the intuitive social media 
savvy that trademarks their 18-to 
34-year old demographic – and 
defying generational stereotypes 
of cynicism and self-absorption 
– the two volunteered their time 
and communications expertise to 
nearly double the dollar amount 
JFS targeted for the 24-hour fund-
raising initiative.  With support 
from JFS administrators, they 
captured approximately $3000.  
The money will partially fund a 
documentary project intended to 
engage American Sign Language 
(ASL) interpreters and define other 
much-needed support services for 
Buffalo’s Deaf refugee community.

At just 24, Binder already  
has comprehensive journalism, 
storytelling, theater, performance 
art and social action experience.  She 
holds a BA in Cultural Anthropology 
from Tulane University in Louisiana, 
and currently is the media intern 
for the JFS-led Western New York 
Center for Survivors of Torture.

Mann earned her BA in Film 
Production from Bowling Green 
State College in Ohio. The two 

(l. to r): UB Media Studies MFA candidates (and JFS 
volunteers) Galia Binder and Sarah Mann.  (Galia 
Binder photo) 
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BRIOSO HAS RE-OPENED WITH A FRESH NEW MENU ~ DINING ROOM AND BAR OPEN DAILY
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Kadimah Academy Model Passover seder

Hebrew High Graduation - May 2016

SAVE THE DATE
July 28, 2016

JFS@The Ralph
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Yom Hashoah 5776
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Yom Ha’atzmaut @The JCC
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Yom HaZikaron Israel’s Day of Remembrance

Celebrating Israel with Israel Bonds at the Botanical Garden

Kol Rina at Weinberg
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(NOT) THE LAST WORD

HAILEY EPSTEIN’S BAT MITZVAH PROJECT 
FOR BUFFALO JEWISH COALITION FOR 

LITERACY (BJCL)
By Hailey Epstein & Amy Heumann- Co-Chair, BJCL

WHAT MAKES KEYSER.....KEYSER?
•  WNY’s only Exclusive Cadillac Dealer
•  Rated #1 in Country for Cadillac Customer Satisfaction 3 

Years Running
•  Winner of Cadillac’s prestigious “Mark of Excellence/
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•  Selling and Servicing Cadillac for 56 Years Offering Largest 

Inventory in WNY
•  Largest Fleet of Service-Loaner Courtesy Vehicles in WNY
•  Friendly, Courteous, Knowledgeable Sales Specialists
•  All GM Makes and Models Serviced
•  Family Owned and Operated
•  Online Showroom
•  In-Home Delivery Available Within 100 Mile Radius

4130 SHERIDAN DRIVE WILLIAMSVILLE, NY 14221
716-634-4100

WWW.KEYSERCADILLAC.COM

HAILEY:
For my Bat Mitzvah project, I chose to work with the Buffalo Jewish Coalition for 

Literacy. This organization collects books for children who don’t have any. The kids in 
this year’s program go to Heritage Heights Elementary School (Buffalo Public School 
80), which is in the City of Buffalo, close to where I go to school at Kadimah Academy.  
It’s amazing to realize that children, just a few blocks from my school, don’t have the 
same wonderful books that we do. We are blessed with lots of books which help us 
learn so many wonderful things, about the world, history, and fantasy.  

According to Reading is Fundamental:
• By age 3, there is a gap of 30 million 

worlds between children from wealthy 
and poor families.

• The first three years of school are 
critical for learning basic skills that 
children need for more advanced studies 
later, but 65 percent of fourth graders 
read at or below where they should be, 

and they will continue to fall behind.
• 93 million U.S. adults read at or 

below the level they need to be successful 
in society.

I have collected over 700 books for 
children from pre-K through grade 4, 
through donations from my friends and 
family.  The books are from all genres, 
including for both boys and girls, and 

for both early and advanced readers.  At certain times 
during the year, the BJCL volunteers go through the 
books and have a “party” for the school children.  I am 
excited to see the children open their “present” of a 
new (or gently used) book when I have the opportunity 
to go to their school, or work with the volunteers.  It’s 
such a treasure to read and continue our tradition of 
mitzvot and gemilut hasadim, helping others in our 
community. 

AMY:
The email, unexpected and exciting, arrived in my 

mailbox a few months before Hailey Epstein’s March 
12th Bat Mitzvah date.  Hailey, an avid reader, had 
decided to adopt Buffalo Jewish Coalition for Literacy 
as her mitzvah project.  With background information 
provided to her by Ellen Goldstein and myself, Hailey 
created an insert to be placed in each of her Bat 
Mitzvah invitations.  The insert invited family and 
friends to join her in collecting new and like-new 
books for donation to BJCL for our book giveaways at 
Highgate Heights School.

Hailey could not have been more poised or competent 
at her Bat Mitzvah service.  I had the impression that 

every adult could have 
left the sanctuary and she 
would have carried on with 
ease.  What a delight to be 
part of the congregation 
that Saturday morning!  
Outside the social hall 
where her oneg was held 
was Hailey’s exhibit 
explaining her love of 
reading, the importance 
of books in the home, and 
the work of Buffalo Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy.  
Several guests had left 
their books on that table, 
but those small piles 
turned out to be just the 
tip of the iceberg.

When all of the boxes 
and bags of books had 
been collected and 
counted, Hailey and her 
family and friends had 

Hailey with School 80 students



June 2016 | www.jfedbflo.com   45

Enjoy a Clean Home
Locally Owned

Operated Since 1980

716-694-2810
www.pennybritewny.com

MARKET PLACE
To advertise call an  

Account Executive today!

972-2250

? 
Looking 
for a 

Are you looking for companionship & romance in 
the WNY area?

Why not place an ad in our Shidduch column!

Once your ad is running in the 
Shidduch column, it will be 

assigned to a Department #. 
Anyone wishing to respond to 
your ad will be asked to send a 

letter in the care of your  
Department # to:

WNY Jewish Journal-
Shidduch Column

1738 Elmwood Ave., Suite 103
Buffalo, NY 14207

Your letters will be forwarded weekly.  
Deadline for all ads is the 10th of each month.

Your ad can include up to  

30 words, and a full color 

photo if you choose. 

Call Robin today at 
716.783.9119 x2235. 
Each ad is only $18!

SECOND 
PERFORMANCE

CLOTHING CONSIGNMENT

Hours:
Tues. - Sat. 10am - 5pm

2231 Wehrle Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221

634-3919

BETTER WAY TO 
CREDIT CARD PROCESSING INC

7100 Goodrich Road • Clarence Center, NY 14032 • FAX: 716.741.4198
www.BetterWayccp.com • email: roger@BetterWayccp.com

CALL!  716.912.4646 Roger Whitfi eld, Owner

FREE EMV TERMINAL WITH NEW ACCOUNT!
• No Contracts • No PCI Fees • Wholesale Pricing
• Card Processing for Collection Agencies
“I work for my clients, not the bank”

donated MORE THAN 700 BOOKS to 
BJCL!  It was, without a doubt, the largest 
single contribution of books made to 
BJCL in its thirteen years of existence.  
Hailey and her mom, Judy, had a behind-
the-scenes look at how the books are 
readied for the children at Highgate 
Heights.  They participated in cleaning, 
determining reading levels, and sorting 
some of the books in preparation for 
April/May book giveaways.

In a wonderful stroke of luck, Kadimah 
Academy, where Hailey is a sixth grader, 
was closed for Passover during the 
week when two book giveaways were 
scheduled.  For two afternoons during her 
week off from school, Hailey volunteered 
as children in first through fourth grades 
selected books, many of which had come 
from Hailey’s Bat Mitzvah initiative.  
Hailey explained her project to each of 
the classes, and worked alongside adult 
volunteers in putting bookplates and 
name stickers in each book chosen.  

I hope that Hailey enjoyed her 
experience at Highgate, and feels a 
tremendous sense of satisfaction at the 

outcome of her Bat Mitzvah project.  
For me and the other volunteers, for 
the children and their teachers, Hailey 
provided a wonderful example of what 
one person (even a twelve-year-old) can 
do to have a profound impact on others.  
Many Highgate students will have books 
to call their own because another child 
cared for them and decided to give 
others the opportunity to help.  

   Shortly after the fourth graders 
had selected books, several of them 
reappeared in the library offering 
books (perhaps from their classroom 
collection) that they wished to donate.  
Their teacher explained that they were 
so impressed by Hailey’s project that 
they wanted to be contributors as well.  
What an extraordinary role model she 
proved to be!

If your child is looking for a 
worthwhile Bar or Bat Mitzvah project, 
BJCL would be happy to cooperate.  Just 
contact Ellen Goldstein at Federation 
at egoldstein@jfedbflo.com  or Amy 
Heumann at alhwrldbk@gmail.com.

Hailey & a new friend at School 80
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