
 
 

Fall LearningFest 
Sunday, November 1, 2015 

At Congregation Anshai Torah 
 

9:30-10:30 am 
Mickey Gitzin, Executive Director of Israel Hofshit- Free Israel 
Jewish and Democratic- How to Balance the Two While Being Progressive on Both Fronts 
This unique and often frail definition of Israel's public nature is a continued point of discussion: 
can these two natures exist together? Throughout the years, the so-called "status quo" has 
come to embody the modus vivendi of this definition, but this often comes at the expense of 
both the democratic as well as Jewish nature.  

 

10:30-11:30 am 
Rabbi Josh Feigelson, PhD 
Sunday, November 1 
A Theology of Questions: How Our Questions Shape Our Experiences of G-d and Community 

 

11:30 am - 12:30 pm 
Rabbi Charles Sherman 
Sunday, November 1 

DISCOVERING JOY AFTER HEARTBREAK 
Thirty years after his son Eyal suffered a brainstem stroke that left him quadriplegic and 
dependent on a ventilator for each breath, Rabbi Charles Sherman shares his search for joy and 
understanding. He uses his family’s personal experience to ponder questions that all of us at one 
time engage. How can I maintain my balance, hope, and optimism in the face of some of the 
“bad stuff” in life?  What does it mean to laugh after periods of long sadness? Can I ever be 
happy again?  

 
1-2 pm 
Rabbi Bentzion Klatzko 
Does Judaism Need Saving? Engage Ourselves by Understanding What Judaism Really Is! 

 
 
 



2-3 pm 
Rabbi Joe Wolfson 
Responding To Crisis: Two 1st Century Talmudic Models for thinking about Zionism in the 21st. 
From a Jewish perspective, the 1st and 20th centuries share more in common with one another 

than the intervening 1,800 years. Both have, at their heart, the rupture of a long enjoyed status-

quo and the need to adapt to utterly different circumstances. We will trace the lives and 

thought of two of the outstanding rabbinic figures of the 1st century and use them as models for 

thinking about the challenges and opportunities that confront our own generation. 

 

 


