
My Israel
hka ktrah

COLLABORATIVE PUZZLE ART PROJECT & INSTALLATION
In Celebration of Yom Ha’Atzmaut 2015 v"ga, ,utnmgv ouh

MAY 17–27, 2015
OPENING RECEPTION  

MAY 17  12–4 PM  {YOM YERUSHALAYIM} • PROGRAM 2 PM
JEWISH MUSEUM OF MARYLAND • 15 LLOYD ST. BALTIMORE

My Israel invites the Baltimore Jewish community to think about Israel and its place in our 
Jewish identities. Whether a creator of an original puzzle piece or a visitor to the installation, the 
puzzle project demonstrates to each of us that we have a unique relationship with Israel. When 
we link ourselves together, we create a powerful, and unbreakable, community-wide Israel 
connection. 

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS & ORGANIZATIONS
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation Religious School
Beth Am Religious School
Beth El Berman-Lipavsky Religious School
Beth Israel Joseph & Corinne Schwartz Religious School
Beth Jacob Hebrew School at Beth Tfiloh 
Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community Day School 
Chizuk Amuno Rosenbloom Religious School
East-West Cultural and Educational Center  
Gesher LaTorah
Har Sinai Congregation Religious School
Jewish Volunteer Connection Staff
Krieger Schechter Day School Middle School Choir
Macks Center for Jewish Education Board & Staff
Migdal JCC, Odessa Ukraine
Nof Yam, Ashkelon, Israel
Omanuyot, Ashkelon, Israel
Sheves Achim 

FOR INFO  
Amalia Phillips:  
aphillips@cjeb.org • 410.735.5014



The ancient Jewish civilization was founded on a connection between the 
people and land of Israel. This connection is still strong. Jews maintained a 
continuous presence in and relationship to the land even when they were 
dispersed beginning in the 6th c BCE through the founding of modern Israel 
and including the present day. 

In fact many of the Jewish rituals, prayers and holidays focus on and reinforce 
the Jewish people’s connection to Israel. Some examples are:
•  In the Amidah, the silent prayer central to each of the three daily prayer   
 services, we mention our return to Zion. 
•  During the Torah Service we identify Zion and Jerusalem as the place from   
 which the word of God emanates. 
•  During the blessing after meals (Birkat Hamazon) we thank God for having   
 given us a beautiful, bountiful and spacious land.
•  During the wedding ceremony, the groom recites “If I forget you Jerusalem,   
 may my right hand forget its cunning, may my tongue cleave to the roof of my  
 mouth, if I forget you and do not place Jerusalem as my highest Joy.” 

The Puzzle Project is a contemporary vehicle to help our children and ourselves 
reflect on our identities as Jews and strengthen the connection to our Jewish 
homeland. It moves Israel from being a subject of study to an exploration of a 
piece of ourselves through the arts. Each child artist had an individual creative 
experience together with a community of other students in celebration of Israel 
Independence Day, Yom Ha’Atzmaut. Students from Baltimore’s sister cities, 
Odessa and Ashkelon, participated as well. Together all students became part 
of something bigger as their piece was installed into a large exhibit opening 
at the Jewish Museum of Maryland on May 17th 2015, Yom Yerushalayim. 
Eventually, these puzzle pieces will join thousands of puzzle pieces from around 
the world as part of the international puzzle project.

The Puzzle Project is the creation of Tim Kelly, artist, puzzle project coordinator and co-founder. Tim 
was born an artist and lives, works and makes art in Brooklyn, NYC. The project is the embodiment 
of Tim’s beliefs about art and life. He truly believes that everyone is an artist. The Puzzle Project was 
created to help people easily create something that means something to them personally. The true 
measure of the project’s success is if it has helped people to make art that they are proud of and has 
inspired them to continue to create art. So far it has. Art is good for you.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CJE ISRAEL EDUCATION INITIATIVES CHECK OUT 
CJEBALTIMORE.ORG OR CONTACT AMALIA AT 410.735.5014.


