
Baltimore Jewish Council’s

2015 Yom HaShoah Essay Contest
As you read through the guidelines and competition materials to prepare your entry, 
please consider those whose lives were lost in the Holocaust and those who survived.  
Let your work honor them.

Israel Bonds will be awarded to three winning entries:
First Place: $300     Second Place: $200     Third Place: $100

  It’s utterly impossible 
for me to build my 
life on a foundation 
of chaos, suffering 
and death. I see the 
world being slowly 
transformed into a 
wilderness, I hear the 
approaching thunder 
that, one day, will 
destroy us too, I 
feel the suffering of 
millions. And yet, 
when I look up at the 
sky, I somehow feel 
that everything will 
change for the better, 
that this cruelty too 
shall end, that peace 
and tranquility will 
return once more.

- Anne Frank 
  July 15, 1944

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: 
March 13, 2015, 5:00 p.m. emailed to essay@baltjc.org

NOTIFICATION OF WINNERS: 
Monday, April 13, 2015

ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINNERS:
Sunday, April 19 at the Yom HaShoah commemoration,  
as well as posted on baltjc.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Jeanette Parmigiani at 410-542-4850, jparmigiani@baltjc.org

Project Guidelines:
1. Complete the entry form.
2.  Do not put your name or other identifying information on any page other than 

the entry form.
3. Write an essay containing between 500 to 1000 words.
4.  Use 12-point easily legible font and double space your response.
5. The title of your essay should be the lesson you discuss.
6.  The essay should include specific references to the stories you are using 

as the basis of your response, and conclude with why this lesson is still of 
significance today.

7.  Students must properly cite any sources used at the end of the essay, not in the 
document. 

8.  The entry form must contain names of both a parent and a teacher with their 
contact information and the signatures of the student and a parent on the 
release/originality statement.

Essays and registration forms must be submitted via email by March 13, 2015 to 
essay@baltjc.org.

Judging will be based on the following criteria:
1.  Work must be original and created solely for this competition. 
2. Instructions must be followed fully and accurately. 
3. There should be proper use of language. 
4.  Historical accuracy is necessary for entries to be considered for final judging.

Remember the 
Children



Baltimore Jewish Council’s

2015 Yom HaShoah Essay Contest
This form must accompany all entries to the competition.

Student’s Name:
                              Last                          First                      Middle Initial 

Grade:     Age:

Home Address:
    Street     City     Zip code

Home Phone:     Student’s E-mail:

School:      School Phone:

Teacher’s Name:     Teacher’s E-mail:

Grade (check one):  o 9    o 10    o 11    o 12

Title of entry:

Student’s Signature:          Date:  

Parent’s Signature:           Date:  

The Holocaust was a single horrific historic event that impacted millions of lives and encompassed a variety 

of individual and collective experiences. The Nazi regime and its collaborators killed 1.5 million children. 

Read or listen to a minimum of two stories that tell of the perspectives of children lost or saved during the 

Holocaust, then answer the following question:

Why should the lessons of the Holocaust be passed on to a new generation? Suggest what young people 

can do to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination and violence in our world today.

ESSAY QUESTION

Suggested websites and book lists are available on the Baltimore Jewish Council’s website: baltjc.org/shoah2015.

Entries must be received by March 13, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. and should be sent to essay@baltjc.org.

For more information, contact Jeanette Parmigiani at 410-542-4850, jparmigiani@baltjc.org.

All competition winners will be notified by Monday, April 13, 2015.

The winning entries will be announced at the Yom HaShoah commemoration being held on  
Sunday, April 19 and posted on the Baltimore Jewish Council’s website (baltjc.org).

*Please be aware that an electronic signature is as legally binding as a handwritten signature.

I understand the guidelines of the 2015 Baltimore Jewish Council (BJC) Essay Contest. This work is my original effort created for this 
project. I understand that the BJC reserves the right to reproduce, publish, exhibit and/or use any/all entries for publicity.

Remember the Children


