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Collaborator. Facilitator. Leader.
The magic of the Jewish Federation is that we harness the power of the collective. By 
bringing together the various organizations that make up our Jewish community, we 
accomplish more together than any one of us could individually. And, in most cases, it 
takes the leadership of the Federation to move our community forward.

In this newsletter you will learn about several new programs that the Federation helped 
create either as a funder, facilitator, collaborator, or in some cases, all of the above. 
Each of these programs fills a void in the community and requires the commitment of 
multiple individuals and partner organizations. But without the Federation at the table, 
these programs may never have gotten off the ground. 

We are proud of YEDA, a school in Israel inspired by KIPP that is completing its 
second full year. The Federation was the first funder of YEDA’s first school, with a five 
year, $50,000 per year commitment. A second YEDA school is set to open in our sister 
community of Petach Tikvah this fall.

We are a lead funder of J Ride, an innovative program to provide Houston’s Jewish 
seniors with transportation, which is a key factor to aging in place. Run by the ERJCC, 
J Ride was created in cooperation with JFS and Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers. The 
Federation helped bring the partners to the table and deliver the funds to see it succeed. 

We are also pleased our Education Department is helping facilitate the brand new 
Kehillah High, which will open its doors this fall. The school is a collaboration between 
the religious schools of Congregations Beth Israel, Beth Yeshurun and Brith Shalom. 
Both the Federation and the Houston Jewish Community Foundation anticipate 
becoming key funders of the school.  

We bring people together and provide necessary dollars to enable innovative programs 
to become reality. That is collaboration. That is leadership. That is the role and power 
of the Federation.

Sincerely, 

Denis Braham
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Lee Wunsch
President & CEO

Your Federation creates,  
funds, and oversees  
visionary programs that 
strengthen our community. 
Read more inside.

YEDA Teen Israel Ambassadors Mishpacha & Me Connection 2015 YAD



As a visionary leader, your Federation was the first funder to get this school up and 
running and changing children’s lives. YEDA students come from struggling families and 
many are recent immigrants from Ethiopia or the Former Soviet Union. This program 
ensures that demography will not define the destiny of these students. We are funding a 
second YEDA School to open this fall in our partner community of Petach Tikvah.

“On a recent trip to Israel I was able to visit the first YEDA School, inspired by KIPP 
[Houston’s Charter Schools], in Kiriat Bialik, and I was blown away by what I saw 
there. These schools are game changers for the children they serve and Houston 
should be proud to be a part of it.” – Eric Barvin

“These schools are game 
changers for the children  
they serve and Houston  
should be proud to be a  
part of it.”

Eric Barvin
Board Member

Back Row Left to Right: Rebecca Klaff, Claire Foster, Rifqa Sa’Aadat, Courtney Vecera, Raizel Adler, Hannah Brookner, Alanna Van Nostrand 
Front Row: Rachel Aaronson, Breanna Word, Roni Buchine, Neal Taibel Not Pictured: Hannah Gellman

This program, conceived and funded by the Federation, led by Federation staff, trains 
teens to fight anti-Israel and anti-Semitic sentiments on college campuses. 

“It has been a truly rewarding experience to watch two of my granddaughters, 
Lauren and Hannah Brookner, mature, build confidence, and gain quite a broad 
knowledge about Israel and the Middle East. While in high school, Lauren, now a 
sophomore at the University of Denver, encountered two girls from Yemen whose 
parents were Palestinians and she was able to use her training to actually sit down 
and have a meaningful discussion with them.” – Mark Brookner

“As a grandfather, I’m 
particularly proud of what 
they have accomplished 
through this imaginative  
and vital program.”

Mark Brookner
Board Member

YEDA

A Federation grant funds these children at a YEDA School in northern Haifa.

Teen Israel Ambassadors

2015 Graduates
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Through Mishpacha & Me, any family with children ages 0-5 can find a way to become 
involved Jewishly. Funded by the Federation and operated by the ERJCC, Mishpacha & 
Me offers programs for diverse groups of families and connects them with each other and 
our community. For info: erjcchouston.org/mishpachaandme. 

“Mishpacha & Me is a wonderful resource for the community because it brings 
hundreds of young families together for Jewish programming throughout the 
year. It’s been amazing to see children’s eyes light up as they’re introduced 
to Jewish content while enjoying fun and engaging activities with new friends.”  
        – Dori Goldman

“It’s been amazing to see 
children’s eyes light up 
as they’re introduced to 
Jewish content.”

Dori Goldman
Board Member

Through our 30+ year partnership, Houstonians stand with the people of our sister 
neighborhoods Yoseftal and Dado in Petach Tikvah, Israel. These communities are largely 
comprised of olim or new immigrants. Beginning with basic infrastructure project funding, 
we now fund programs to help residents become successful citizens.

“We began with Project Renewal over 30 years ago when we paved roads and built 
buildings. In the last 15 years, we’ve funded programs to take care of everyone 
from children to seniors. We’re giving kids goals and hope, and they’re growing 
up to become real leaders.”  – Linda Freedman Block

“We have created a 
real neighborhood with 
people who look out for 
and care about and do 
for each other.” 

Linda Freedman Block  
Yoseftal & Dado Partnership Chair

Mishpacha & Me

A Sukkot party for families with young children.

Yoseftal & Dado

Young adults on the Federation Mission to Israel visit the home of a Yoseftal family.
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This March, 100 Jewish Houstonians traveled to Israel for our biennial, 10-day Mission 
trip. During the life-changing journey participants visited Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Safed, 
and more, learning about the land, the people, and the ways in which the Federation 
supports the Jewish state. 

“The Jewish Federation’s Mission to Israel is essential because we can see our 
successes in progress and because we feel connected with our brothers and 
sisters in Israel, our family. Through the Jewish Federation, we feed the hungry, 
we help educate Jewish children, we preserve human dignity and we build Jewish 
identity.”  – Sandra & Steve Finkelman

“We feed the hungry, we help 
educate Jewish children, we 
preserve human dignity and  
we build Jewish identity.“

Sandra & Steve Finkelman  
2015 Mission Co-Chairs

Sandra Finkelman
Board Member

The Federation’s Promise of Hope Appeal has raised $6.5 million toward its $10 million 
goal to support basic needs such as food, housing and medical care for individuals and 
families here in our Houston Jewish community, today and in the future. Restore hope 
and dignity to families at risk by making a meaningful gift at houstonjewish.org/poh.

“For those in our community who have nowhere left to turn, the Federation is there. 
Thanks to your generous support, we are creating a perpetual helping hand for 
generations to come. Please join us and help ensure that those who turn to our 
partner agency, Jewish Family Service, are able to receive this vital assistance.” 
                    –   Carol Goldberg

“We are creating a perpetual 
helping hand for generations  
to come.” 

Carol Goldberg
Former Federation Board Chair
Board Member

Hundreds of Jewish families are at risk of hunger and homelessness, hoping for aid and services.

The Mission is sponsored by the Velva G. and H. Fred Levine Israel Community Mission fund and other generous donors.

Connection 2015: Mission to Israel

Promise of Hope
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The Jerome Robinson Family Young Adult Division connects young adults in their 20s – 
40s to the Federation, empowering Jewish identity, leadership and community building. 
YAD offers engagement opportunities for singles, couples and young families to 
participate in Jewish celebrations, social action, business and professional development, 
leadership development and social gatherings. For info: houstonjewish.org/yad.

“My wife Jackelyn and I enjoy being members of YAD because we can give back to 
our community, while engaging both socially and professionally with our peers. I’m 
a native Houstonian and grew up in this community. Jackelyn is a transplant. But, 
we both feel very passionate about paying it forward and doing our part financially, 
as well as ‘hands on,’ to help sustain and grow the Jewish community in our 
hometown that so many before us helped create and build.” – Zachary Silverman

Hundreds of Jewish families are at risk of hunger and homelessness, hoping for aid and services.

Elly Harrison, Guy Gribov, and Julia Hamilton planting a garden at Seven Acres during YAD Mitzvah Day.

There are many seniors in our community without access to reliable, quality, affordable 
transportation, which is key to enabling them to live at home and age with dignity. The 
Federation confirmed this need with our 2010 community needs survey. This spring, the 
Federation, in cooperation with ERJCC, JFS and Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers, brought 
J Ride to life. Need a ride? Call 713.595.8199 or jcchouston/jride.

“We are pleased to be able to provide significant funding to get the program 
started, and are thrilled that the ERJCC has stepped forward to run J Ride. This 
is a good example of the Federation’s role in bringing Jewish service agencies 
together, and providing funding to meet community needs.” – Sandy Weiner

“No longer just a dream, 
J Ride is now providing 
transportation to seniors 
ages 60 and older.”

Sandy Weiner  
Federation Vice Chair of Planning
Board Member

Seniors have a new transportation option to get to doctors’ appointments and other activities.

“We both feel very passionate 
about paying it forward.”

Zachary &  
Jackelyn Silverman
Co-Chairs of the
Jerome Robinson Family
Young Adult Division 

Zachary Silverman
Board Member

YAD Gives Back

J Ride
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Through a close relationship with our partner agencies including the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, the Jewish Agency for Israel and World ORT, the Federation 
stays up-to-date on the evolving needs of Jews around the world, many of whom live at 
risk. Your donations directly provide food, shelter, medicine and other basic necessities in 
more than 70 countries including Argentina, Belarus, Bulgaria, Cuba and Ukraine.

“As inflation and unemployment continue to be hardest felt in the Provinces 
outside of Buenos Aires, the Federation is providing humanitarian support for the 
chronically poor and those who have recently fallen on hard times. I have traveled 
to Argentina and seen the need, and I am proud that our community has stepped 
up to provide food, job training, care for seniors and more.” - Benjamin Warren

“When there are Jews 
in need anywhere in the 
world, the Federation is 
there to help.” 

Benjamin Warren 
Israel & Overseas Committee Chair
Board Member

The Federation is one of 15 community organizations participating in the Create a Legacy 
Program, a two-year initiative to secure after-life gifts for our Houston Jewish community. 
This program, spearheaded by the Houston Jewish Community Foundation (HJCF) and 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, provides an easy way for individuals and families to 
invest in our Jewish future across organizations. 

Helen Wils and her husband Leonard Goldstein made a legacy 
gift to the Federation. “We believe it is our obligation and 
legacy to provide for those institutions which nurtured us, 
honor those who came before us, and provide for those who 
will follow us: from generation to generation,” said Helen Wils.  
To join their family in creating your legacy, contact Meredith Segal 
at 713-729-7000 x306, msegal@houstonjewish.org.

“This program will ensure 
Jewish tomorrows and 
maintain the safety net of 
our Houston community for 
our children’s children. It is 
amazing to see 15 different 
organizations and agencies 
working together for our future.” 

Haya Varon  
Create a Legacy Federation Team Leader 
Board Member

Poverty relief in Argentina’s  Provinces, one of the Federation’s overseas programs.

Leonard Goldstein with his granddaughter Gila Goldstein, great-niece Rebecca Goldstein,  
and granddaughter Michal Goldstein. Not pictured: Grandson Ari Goldstein.

Overseas Aid

Create a Legacy
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Poverty relief in Argentina’s  Provinces, one of the Federation’s overseas programs.

Graduates of Federation’s Teen Israel Ambassadors 
Program Defeats BDS Proposal at UT

The leadership of the pro-Israel 
movement on the UT campus 
included Jonathan Barak Dror, 
Kevin Lefkowitz, Andrea Hiller, and 
Marissa Finkelman, graduates of our 
Teen Israel Ambassadors Program. 
Jonathan Dror was just elected 
University-wide Representative on 

student government, when a resolution was proposed at 
the first assembly, calling for the UT System Investment 
Management Company to pull investments from 
five corporations that do business in Israel. “Without 
the training that I received in the Federation’s Teen 
Ambassadors program, I would not have known how to 
begin to mobilize a response,” says Dror. “Our message was 
simple: this does not belong on campus and BDS [Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions] is divisive for our school.” 
Dror credits success to a team effort of a core of about ten 
students, who with help from AIPAC and Texas Hillel, they 
built a coalition to persuade other student government 
leaders and to get word out to the entire campus. 

Federation Society Dinners
Commercial Real Estate Society (CRES)
Our newest professional group held its first dinner on 
May 5 at the Westin Oaks with featured guest speaker Ron 
Ratner, member of the Board of Forest City Enterprises 
and President and CEO of Forest City Residential 
Group. Commercial Real Estate Society Chairs are 
Kenneth Katz and Yakov Polatsek; Honorary Chairs 
are Stanford Alexander, Ted Dinerstein and Ed Wulfe. 
The dinner was chaired by Martin Fein and Randy Wile. 
More than 350 were in attendance. 

Cardozo Society
Houston Jewish lawyers and their guests convened at 
their annual dinner on April 29 at the Westin Oaks. The 
2015 Cardozo chairs were Gloria Bluestone and Daniel 
Leventhal. Author, foreign correspondent for CBS radio 
and television, and an expert on world-wide espionage 
and foreign affairs, Dan Raviv traced the relationships 
between U.S. Presidents and Israeli Prime Ministers and 
with the State of Israel from the 1940’s to today. 

Maimonides Society
Doctors and their guests enjoyed their annual dinner on 
April 15 at the Westin Galleria. Event chairs, the father 
and son team of Drs. Arnold G. and Ryan Kagan, planned 
a unique event featuring Elon Gold, an exceptionally 
talented writer, actor and comedian. With his exuberant 
wit and ability to playfully mock and imitate, Gold 
entertained the crowd with hilarious stories.

24th Annual Irving L. Samuels Outstanding  
Teacher Awards for Judaic Studies

Two special community events were held in May to 
present the Samuels awards to outstanding educators in 
Judaic studies. Fiona Schicker of Temple Sinai and Rabbi 
Eliezer Kessler of Yeshiva Torat Emet received awards at 
their schools. Each honoree received $1,500 to be used 
towards attending a Jewish educational program of the 
recipient’s choice. An additional $300 stipend has been 
awarded to each school for the discretionary purchase of 
educational materials by each honoree. This award has 
been established as a loving tribute in Samuels’ memory by 
his late wife, Elsiez”l, and his children, Irene Lootsz”l, Vic 
and Bobbi, Tomz”l and Maryz”l, Mitch, and Rabbi Robert 
and Annette Samuels. Schicker and Rabbi Kessler also 
have been named as regional winners of the Grinspoon 
Awards for Excellence in Jewish Education presented by 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, which comes with a 
$500 cash prize. Rabbi Kessler has received an additional 
honor from the Grinspoon Foundation by being named 
a North America Awardee, given to the top six educators 
who have been recognized as teacher award winners in 
their local communities. He will receive an additional 
$3,600 to be used for professional development.

Federation People

Jonathan Barak Dror  
speaking to UT Assembly. 
Photo: Mariana Gonzalez  
The Daily Texan

CRES: Yakov Polatsek, Randy Wile, Ron Ratner, 
Martin Fein and Kenneth Katz

Bobbi and Vic Samuels, Rabbi Eliezer 
Kessler, Lee Wunsch, Mitch Samuels, 
and Sandra Finkelman

Cardozo: Daniel Leventhal, Dan 
Raviv, and Gloria Bluestone

Maimonides: Arnold G. and Sharon Kagan, Elon Gold, Hydee and Ryan Kagan, 
Gloria and Buzzy Bluestone, Vice Chair of Development

Bobbi and Vic Samuels, Fiona Schicker, 
Sandra Finkelman, Elaine Kellerman, and 
Lee Wunsch
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J Ride Connection 2015 Overseas Aid YAD YEDA

Give Jewish. It Matters.
 
Because you…

 Embrace your Jewish IDENTITY by defining yourself as Jewish

 Feel inextricably linked to GENERATIONS who preceded you

 Cherish JEWISH VALUES and traditions that guide the lives of your family and children

 Hold an unbreakable connection to people of ISRAEL

 Feel blessed to be able to help those who live at risk in OUR COMMUNITY  
 and around the WORLD
 
That’s why GIVING JEWISH MATTERS. 
 
A gift to the Federation is the only way to make A SINGLE GIFT that supports all that matters to you.
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Houston, Texas 77096
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Emergency Aid: When the need is urgent, the Federation responds.
Paris, France
Terror Attacks
January 2015
$19,535 raised

Nepal
Earthquake

April 2015, Ongoing need
$18,446 raised

Ukraine
Political & Economic Turmoil

Ongoing need
$252,775 raised

Your donations have made an immediate and critical difference in thousands of Jewish lives. Thank you for your support.

Help us help the most vulnerable in our community devastated by the May 26 Houston flood.
www.houstonjewish.org/Houstonflood


