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“All Jews are responsible 
one for the other” is an oft 

repeated phrase at the Jewish Federation, 

as these words are at the core of our 

mission. We take seriously our purpose 

of “collective responsibility”— ensuring 

the safety, welfare and future of our 

people wherever they may live. We’ve 

demonstrated that purpose from the 

earliest years of the organization to as 

recently as this last summer when we 

supported Jews in Israel during its conflict 

with Hamas, and Jews in Ukraine during 

its conflict with Russia. And, last year’s 

launch of the Promise of Hope appeal 

will fulfill our vision of relieving Jewish 

poverty right here in our own community. 

Fulfilling our purpose of helping Jews in 

Houston and around the world is central 

to the values of our faith and our people. 
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Impact that matters

 Yet, in an age of rampant individualism 

and “boutique philanthropy,” we are 

confronted with an existential question: 

“Is there a value in a strong community 

bound together by historic values and 

bonds of Jewish peoplehood?”

We believe there is. 

 The pages of this newsletter (and those 

that preceded this edition) demonstrate 

the power of community and the impact 

that the Federation is having to enhance 

community. We are proud to always be 

focused on what is in the best interests of 

our community—locally and globally. We 

are proud to be in the forefront of seeking 

to enhance our community’s reach and 

capacity for good. We are proud to have 

community at the center of our discussion 

and decision making.

 Our community is comprised of 

many outstanding organizations doing 

Collective Responsibility

Denis Braham
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Lee Wunsch,
President & CEO  

Follow Lee @ facebook.com/LWunsch
and twitter.com/LrWunsch

Sincerely,

great things. But, each organization is 

focused on a particular agenda reaching a 

particular segment of the community. 

Only the Federation is focused on the 

collective. We are focused on “Kol Yisrael 

Aravim Ze La Ze:  All Jews are responsible 

one for the other.” This is not just our 

mission. This is our sacred task.  

 We thank you for making our work 

possible and for believing that the power 

of the collective is still an important 

cornerstone of our Jewish community.

PLEASE DONATE:

www.houstonjewish.org/poh

Or contact Suzanne Jacobson  

at 713-729-7000 x311  

or sjacobson@houstonjewish.org

Is there a value in a 

strong community bound 

together by historic values 

and bonds of Jewish 

peoplehood?

We believe there is. 

But we 
still have
$4 Million

to go

Promise of Hope
we have raised $6 Million toward 

the $10 Million needed to create  

a perManent safety-net for  

our coMMunity



support families and individuals facing severe financial hardship.

financial aid – food – housing – healthcare – utility Bills
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uring their lifetimes, Nina 

and Jake Kamin were a 

loving couple committed 

to making a difference to 

organizations, businesses and communities 

they believed in. Now, the foundation 

established in their name is continuing 

their legacy by contributing a $500,000 

endowment to the Federation’s Promise of 

Hope appeal to create the Jake and Nina 

Kamin Fund for Healthcare Needs.

 Jake and Nina’s giving legacy was 

centermost in the Foundation trustees’ 

decision to create this endowment. “We 

wanted an opportunity to perpetuate 

mom and Jake’s legacy, and in so doing, 

influence others to step up their giving in 

ways that resonate with them,” said Susan 

Smith, Nina’s daughter and President of 

the Jake and Nina Kamin Foundation. “I 

believe this ‘spark’ of giving would make 

mom and Jake very proud.” 

 Nina, a native of New Orleans and the 

daughter of Tobe and Etta Nathan, was 

a gracious hostess and lover of beautiful 

things. A widow at 45, she had three 

children from her first marriage with 

Jerome Chapman: Linda, Andy and Susan. 

In 2002, Linda tragically passed away from 

multiple myeloma. 

 Nina was a buyer/designer for Gordon’s 

Jewelry and retired when she and Jake 

married in 1971. Together, they traveled 

the world and she helped design the 

interiors for many of his businesses.

  Jake, a native of Galveston and the 

son of Russian immigrants, Israel and 

Bluma Kamin, grew up poor, the eldest 

son of seven children. He helped his father 

sell used furniture, and attended what is 

now South Texas College of Law. Instead 

of finishing school, he opened his own 

store, Kamin Furniture. He was drafted 

to home security detail in World War 

II and returned to Houston to provide 

contract furniture for several hotel chains.  

He’d always been interested in financing 

housing, and he formed American 

Mortgage Company in 1953. He played 

a key role in founding Nassau Bay and 

Nassau Bay National Bank, Jacintoport, 

Sugar Creek and Sugar Creek National 

Bank. In addition, Jake was a founder 

of Houston Baptist University, served 

as Chairman of the Advisory Board 

of Directors of Fannie Mae and was a 

Director of Comerica Bank Texas. Jake was 

widely admired for his sharp mind and 

entrepreneurial acumen. In 2007, Jake’s 

only child, Karen, tragically passed away. 

 The Kamins established the Jake and 

Nina Kamin Foundation in 1986, with a 

focus on medical research and healthcare. 

At Baylor College of Medicine, they 

endowed The Jake and Nina Kamin Chair 

for Auditory Research, helped establish 

The Maxine Messenger Multiple Sclerosis 

Clinic, established The Linda Chapman 

Golden Research Fund for Multiple 

Myeloma, and The Etta Nathan Fund in the 

Huffington Center on Aging. The Kamins 

were major funders for Congregation Beth 

Israel’s Capital Improvement Fund and 

served on the Board of the Society for the 

Performing Arts. 

 Sandy Weiner, a member of the original 

board of the Kamin Foundation, and Jake 

Kamin’s former lawyer, said he is very 

pleased the Kamin Foundation responded 

to this need in the Jewish community.

 “The Foundation Trustees saw the 

Promise of Hope as a unique opportunity 

to create a permanent endowment legacy 

in the area of healthcare, which was of 

high priority to Jake and Nina Kamin, 

while helping the needy members of 

the Houston Jewish community and 

perpetuating Jake and Nina Kamin’s 

memory,” Weiner said.  

“I hope that this might spark others 

to see the Promise of Hope as an 

opportunity to create a legacy 

that furthers their special area of 

philanthropic concern.”

—Sandy Weiner

d
PROVIDES FOR HEALTHCARE NEEDS 
THROUGH PROMISE OF HOPE

Jake And Nina Kamin 
Foundation Endowment

Promise of Hope:  An Opportunity to Create a Legacy

But we 
still have
$4 Million

to go

approximately 2,000 Jews  
living in Houston have turned  
to Federation-partner agency,  
Jewish Family Service, for support.

Chair: Ambassador Arthur Schechter

Goal: $10 million. $2 million for the near-

term needs, $8 million to establish 

a permanent endowment

Since 2009, 
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his past June, 19 

Houston synagogue 

religious school 

educators got up close 

and personal with the 

land and the people of Israel during the 

Shirley Barish Israel Educators Institute 

Israel trip. This fall, they began infusing 

Israel education into classrooms across 

Houston. 

 The 19 educators represent nine 

religious schools, one of which is a 

community educator who can teach at  

any school.

 As part of the program, the Federation 

commissioned world-renowned Middle 

East expert Neil Lazarus to write a digitally-

based Israel curriculum for Houston’s 

Jewish schools. Pre- and post-trip 

professional development training is based 

on this curriculum. The educators continue 

to share their ideas and experiences 

through an ongoing network.

 In Israel, the educators were inspired 

by the sites they visited, interactions with 

Israeli experts, and historical and religious 

components, as they learned the centrality 

of Israel to Jews worldwide, all with a focus 

on how to bring it back into the classroom.

 The Barish Family and Chair King 

Backyard Store provided a $100,000 grant 

to create the Institute in memory of Shirley 

Barish z”l to honor her legacy as a Jewish 

educator. The Federation is facilitating the 

Institute and funding curriculum materials 

as well as professional development 

training.

s H I r L e Y  B a r I s H  I s r a e L  e d U C a t O r s  I N s t I t U t e

I N V I G O r at I N G  I s r a e L  e d U C at I O N 

“It’s thrilling to watch 

how the knowledge we 

learned on our trip is 

being translated into 

lessons in the classroom.

Just as significant to 

me is the incredible 

closeness that’s 

developed among our 

network.”

—Hilary Kamin, principal, Houston Congregation 

For reform Judaism religious school

connection to israel: Take the journey of a lifetime.Between the 

two of them, 

community 

leaders and 

Mission  

co-chairs 

sandra & steve finkelman have been to 

Israel more than 50 times and want to 

ensure that every traveler on the Jewish 

Federation Connection 2015: Mission 

to Israel, whether they are first-timers or 

experienced Israel travelers, have a deep, 

inspirational, transformative experience  

in the land the Finkelmans see as a 

second home.

SANDRA: “A Federation Mission is the best way to see Israel. We are chairing the Mission 

because we feel strongly that it is important for every Jewish person to go to Israel during 

their lifetime. Every time I go to Israel, I feel like I am home. There is a feeling when I land that 

always excites me and I experience something new each time I am there.” 

during this time in history, the finkelmans feel it is especially important to visit israel.

STEVE: “Now, after Operation Protective Edge, our presence in Israel sends an important mes-

sage of solidarity to the people of Israel. To fully understand and appreciate both the incredible 

achievements as well as the challenges facing Israel, you have to see it first-hand. A visit is 

central to understanding important components such as Israel’s politics, security, the conflict, 

and the settlements.”

March 8 - 17, 2015      |      register at www.houstonjewish.org/2015missiontoisrael

see  BaCK  COVe r  FOr  tr I p  d e ta I Ls  a N d  pr I Ces



AROUND THE WORLD

“When the Jewish community is 

facing an emergency anywhere in 

the world, the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Houston responds. We have 

shown multiple times in the past year 

our agility in a crisis and our ability 

to bring the community together 

when there is an urgent need.”
—Denis Braham, Federation Board Chair

Supporting Jewish Emergency Needs

israel
While Israelis spent much of the summer 

living under the constant threat of rocket 

attacks from Gaza, the Houston Jewish 

community was spurred into action, raising 

$306,009 to support ongoing needs on 

the ground in Israel. 

 Houston’s contributions aided children, 

the elderly, those with special needs, and 

everyone living within 25 miles of Gaza. 

These donations help thousands of Israelis 

cope with the trauma of terror and move 

forward with hope for a brighter future. 

 Along with a full scale fundraising 

effort, the Jewish Federation brought the 

uKraine
This past spring, as tumult grew in the 

Ukraine, the Jewish Federation acted 

quickly to support the basic needs of the 

Ukrainian Jewish community, providing 

$116,027 for assistance with expenses 

including food, medicine, fuel and  

security needs.

 The Federation pooled resources by 

matching community donations to ensure 

that the Ukraine’s impoverished and iso-

lated elderly Jews and its at-risk children 

and families receive uninterrupted welfare 

services from the American Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee.

Houston community together several times 

to stand with the people of Israel. 

 First, the Federation held a vigil for 

the three missing Israeli teens, 19-year old 

Eyal Yifrach, 16-year-old Gilad Shaar, and 

16-year-old Naphtali Frenkel, at United 

Orthodox Synagogues, and tragically later, 

a memorial service at Congregation Beth 

Yeshurun when the teens were found mur-

dered. 

 During the war that ensued, the Fed-

eration brought 2,500 members of the 

Houston community together for a special 

Houston Stands with Israel Rally at Con-

gregation Beth Israel on August 3. More 

than 40 community organizations partici-

pated in the rally, which featured speeches 

by members of the Jewish and Christian 

clergy; U.S. Representatives John Culber-

son, Al Green, Sheila Jackson Lee, and 

Ted Poe; and Ambassador Meir Shlomo, 

Consul General of Israel to the Southwest.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL DUKE
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Connections that matter

one happy caMper
Up to $1,000 incentive grants for first-time campers

The Federation recently approved a $300,000, four-year grant to 

bring the One Happy Camper program to Houston. This program, 

run in partnership with the national Foundation for Jewish Camp, 

provides $700-$1,000 incentive grants for first-time campers 

attending Jewish summer overnight camp. Children currently 

attending Jewish day school are not eligible, as the goal is to engage 

children who are not already receiving a daily, immersive Jewish 

experience. Children attending 12-18 day Jewish camp programs 

can receive a $700 grant, while children attending a 19+ day 

program can receive a $1,000 grant. It is not need-based. 

A full list of the 150 participating camps is available at  

www.onehappycamper.org. In addition to traditional Jewish camps, 

there are several Jewish specialty camps for children interested in a 

specific activity such as sports.  

BunK connect
Discounted camp spaces available

First-time campers seeking need-based assistance who are flexible 

about where they go to camp can try an innovative new program by 

the Foundation for Jewish Camp in partnership with the Federation. 

Bunk Connect offers a Jewish summer camp experience for a  

special introductory rate. Parents who are interested can visit  

www.BunkConnect.org, enter their child’s age and find a list of 

camps across the country with available spots.

financial aid
Need-based scholarships for camp & Israel travel

The Federation also offers need-based scholarships to enable 

children to participate in Jewish overnight summer camp and Israel 

travel. This financial aid for camp is for 7-16 year olds attending 

camp programs of at least one week, or for 10th-12th graders 

traveling to Israel on an organized summer trip of at least three 

weeks or in a gap-year program.

This past summer, the Federation provided $75,000 to enable 

70 children to attend camp and 29 teens to travel to Israel. The 

Federation is now receiving scholarship applications for the summer 

of 2015 and will review them on a rolling basis.

Supporting Jewish Summer Experiences
Are you seeking a transformative experience for your child that’s grounded 
in Jewish ideals? If Jewish summer camp or an Israel trip is a consideration 
for your family, the Jewish Federation wants to help make it a reality. 

renee lovitt is the 

Federation’s new professional ambassador 

of the One Happy Camper program, 

charged with bringing it to the community. 

As a former Greene Family camper, 

whose daughters now attend Camp Young 

Judaea, Lovitt said she is excited about the 

program because she knows firsthand how 

meaningful camp can be.

“I have seen the magic that happens at summer 

camp and what it gives to kids. They don’t see 

it as educational or Jewish—just fun. And the 

experience sticks with them. Once kids start at 

camp they go back, and they grow up having 

amazing summer experiences. These are the  

kids who ultimately grow into the leaders of  

our Jewish community.”
—Renee Lovitt, Jewish Federation Jewish Education Program Associate

One Happy Camper or BunkConnect
www.onehappycamper.org

Renee Lovitt

713-729-7000 x334 or rlovitt@houstonjewish.org

Need-based scholarships
www.houstonjewish.org (Education>Scholarships & Grants)

Paulette Walden

713-729-7000 x309

pwalden@houstonjewish.org

fo r  M o r e  i n fo r M at i o n
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rom happy hours, to 

professional networking, 

to events for families with 

young children, the Jerome 

Robinson Family Young 

Adult Division now has something for 

every age and every stage of young 

adulthood. Chaired by Jackelyn and 

Zachary Silverman, with new Director 

Lisa Stanton at the helm, YAD is poised for 

a phenomenal year of growth. 

 YAD’s goal is to attract all Jewish 

Houstonians between the ages of 20 

and 40 – single, married and families 

with young children – to invest in their 

community and become a major force in 

continuing to strengthen global Jewish life. 

 “As someone relatively new to the 

Houston community, I found YAD to 

be a great place to meet new people 

and become integrated into the greater 

community,” Jackelyn said. “YAD 

provides opportunities for people, 

regardless of background, and has 

given me the opportunity to build  a 

foundation in Houston and in the 

Houston Jewish community.” 

 “Jackelyn and I are so grateful for the 

opportunity to be serving as Co-Chairs 

for YAD this year,” Zachary said. “Moving 

back to Houston, it was important to 

me that I reconnect with the community. 

After several years of being a part of 

such a wonderful program, I value the 

opportunity to help lead it and do my part 

to grow the organization for others.”

This means adding components for 

families with young children to existing 

events, such as Mitzvah Day; sprinkling 

the YAD calendar with activities that fit 

varied interests such as wine, travel or a 

Chanukah boat cruise; and collaborating 

with other Houston Jewish community 

organizations to reach out to those in 

demographics not yet involved in YAD.

f
YAD Reimagined s O M e t H I N G 

FO r  e V e r Y O N e

Learn more and view upcoming events at houstonjewish.org/YAD.

Yad prOV Ides  OppOrtUNIt Ies 
FOr peOpLe  reGardLess  OF 
BaCKGrOUNd

Leadership Development 

Philanthropic Involvement 

Social Action 

Cultural Events

Business & Professional Development

Jewish Celebrations

Newcomer Events

Guest Speakers

Schmooze & Mingle

Jewish Learning 

upcoMinG 
events

december 7: Boker Tov at benjy’s

december 20: Chanukah Boat Cruise in Galveston

January 10: Party of 8

January 18: Boker Tov at benjy’s

february 1: Boker Tov at benjy’s

february 22: Business Professional Networking Brunch

March 1: Pick Up The Phone . . . It’s Your Mother

March 22: Boker Tov at benjy’s



5603 south braeswood blvd.
houston, texas 77096

Non-profit Org.
U.s. pOstaGe

paId
perMIt NO. 193

HOUstON, teXas

the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston is the leader in mobilizing the community 
response to the local and global needs of the Jewish people. We fund programs that 
strengthen our people, advocate on behalf of our shared values, and educate every 
generation to ensure our traditions endure. By supporting our community at all levels, the 
Federation enhances Jewish continuity and sustains each of us. Being Jewish Matters.

deCeMBer 2014

deCeMBer
16-24 Chanukah

JaNUarY 2015
10 Yad party of 8
11-13 super sunday & super Week phonathon
20 Collage

FeBrUarY
4 tu’B’shvat
15 Yom Limmud day of Jewish Learning
22 Yad Business & professional Networking Brunch

MarCH
tBd Commercial real estate society dinner
5 purim
8-17 Mission to Israel

aprIL
3-11 passover
15 Maimonides dinner
29 Cardozo dinner

e V e N t s

www.houstonjewish.org

Chairs: Sandra & Steve Finkelman

CONNeCtION 2015
Mission TO israel
Register at www.houstonjewish.org/2015missiontoisrael

q  Five-star hotels, round-trip airfare from Houston to tel aviv, most meals and gratuities.

q  relive history at the dead sea, Masada, the Kotel and the Old City, safed, Yad Vashem and 

experience shabbat in Jerusalem.

q  Cultural events, special interest tours, gourmet dining, and unique shopping opportunities.

q  exclusive visits with high-ranking Israeli officials, special programming and access to sites 

that are typically off-limits.

trip includes:

$4,750 per person 

$2,900 per person, ages 21-35

*Plus a suggested $500 minimum per person  

gift increase or $365 for young adults to the  

2015 Jewish Federation Annual Campaign.

Market value is $6,000. A 

$1,250 per person subsidy 

($3,100 for young adults) has 

been made possible through 

the Velva G. & H. Fred Levine 

Israel Community Mission 

Fund and other generous 

individual donors.

March 8 — March 17, 2015


