
 

    
    YOM LIMMUD 2016 
    Schedule of Classes 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hebrew Jump Start: Learn to Read Hebrew in Three Hours! 
Rabbi Stuart Federow 
Room A-37 
The first step to understanding the Hebrew Scriptures or the prayer book in the language in 
which they were written is to be able to read and to vocalize, the Hebrew letters and vowels. 
Hebrew is an easier language to learn to read than English because Hebrew is phonetic, and 
the pronunciation is consistent. In just three hours we will learn to vocalize, to pronounce, 
the Hebrew letters and vowels. We will be reading from the prayer book or the Bible, in the 
original Hebrew language, in the third hour. 
 
 
 
 
Sex, Drugs, Rock 'n Rabbis 
Rabbi Annie Belford 
Room A-31 
Stories of overindulgence and out-of control behavior fill the news of our time, but did you 
know they can also be found in ancient rabbinic literature? In this course we will study some 
rabbininc stories of addiction, overindulgence and eventually a path for spiritual recovery. 
 

From Moses to Moses: The Enduring Relevance of Maimonides 
Rabbi Matthew Berger 
Room A-32 
Maimonides is quite possibly the most influential Jewish thinker in the past thousand years. 
His teachings about life, Judaism, and philosophy are regarded with high esteem. Find out 
why his message is still fresh and relevant today. 
 

Studies in Kabbalah: Getting to Know Your Soul 
Rabbi Yaakov Cohen 
Room A-33 
The Kabbalah teaches that the four fundamental elements, fire, water, earth and wind are 
rooted in the soul. They can manifest in our personalities in positive and negative ways. The 
goal of this study is to discover our primary soul traits and develop the technique on how 
one can enhance, balance or change them. 
 

 

9:00 – 9:50 am 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 



 
Paper Cups are Not Just for Drinking: Hebrew Game Ideas K-5 
Dorit Hetz-Crane and Naomi Shenker 
Room C-10 
Create simple and easy Hebrew games with materials available in your classroom. Dorit and 
Naomi will present ideas for how to create several games such as Go Fish, Around the 
World, Memory Games and more from one set of index cards and stickers. Participants will 
have the opportunity to share game ideas from their own classrooms. 
 

Who was the L. Zeitlin who composed “Eli Zion”?  
Paula Eisenstein Baker 
Ladin Dining Room 
Twenty years after composing “Eli Zion” for cello and piano, its composer, Leo Zeitlin, was 
dead, and the work began to be attributed to another man with the same first and last 
name. In this talk, during which we will hear a recording of “Eli Zion”, Paula Eisenstein Baker 
recounts the detective work that led to her definitive reattribution of the piece.     
 

When in Doubt, Blame the Parents!  
An Unexpected Approach to Cain and Abel 
Gabi Gelman 
Library 
This text-based class will reveal surprising answers to the question of who was at fault for 
history's first murder. 
 

Put a Sock in It! 
Natascha Gotesky 
Room B-28 
Create simple toys, activities, and puppets using a variety of socks. This project is easily 
duplicated in the classroom with children of various ages; the level of difficulty can be 
scaled. Projects can be applied to different seasons, holidays, and themes. 
 

Making Baby Time into Jewish Time:  
Infusing Spirituality into the First Year of your Child’s Life 
Rabbi Samantha Kahn 
Room A-35 
This class will help parents learn to appreciate and be present for the miraculous experience 
of watching a newborn baby grow, change and learn. 
 

Putting the G in OMG 
Shira Kline 
Margolis Gallery 
Lord Almighty, King, Ruler, Judge, God, Master, What’s your favorite name for the G-word? 
None of the above? What about Infinite, Divine, Mystery, Presence, Spirit, Source?  What 
exactly do you mean by “OMG”?  Do you ever hear people say, “I’m not religious, but I’m 
spiritual”? Whether we are embracing or we are wrestling with the One, how does our 
spiritual language reflect who and where we’re at now? Though many in our community love 
the spirituality, they often reject the Spirit. Or perhaps it’s just the presentation. Could re-
packaging our name and usage for “God” create a safer space for spiritual exploration? In 
this workshop we’ll interactively explore the “God talk” not only in our liturgy, but also in how 
we relate to each other in everyday Jew-inclusive sacred community conversation. In 
dedication to universal outreach and engagement, let’s workshop some new G-Language. 



Middle East Update 101 
Neil Lazarus, Shirley Barish Education Enrichment Scholar 
Room A-36 
What now after the Iran deal? The Iran deal, ISIS, Hamas, Hezbollah, the crisis in Syria and 
Egypt, Lebanon, the future of the territories and the tensions within the Israeli Government 
will all discussed. This lecture provides an in-depth analysis of the week's news in Israel. 
 

Standing on the Mountain:  
God and Moses Teach us How to Number our Days 
Rabbi David Lyon 
Presidents Room 
Torah and Midrash reveal deep passion and empathy on matters of humanity, faith, and 
God's love. Timely and timeless wisdom for all our days. 
 

The Age of Connectivity 
Marna Meyer 
Room C-19 
Educational programs and new media upon which to use them present themselves every 
day. Our challenge as Jewish educators is how to harness technology in order to connect 
lessons with our students in and out of our religious school confines. New programs and 
curricula are necessary every few years, but that does not mean we must always go back to 
square one. This class is intended to show how embracing technology in the Age of 
Connectivity can have increasingly positive outcomes in our synagogues and religious 
schools for years to come. 
 

Mark Twain and Herman Melville in the Holy Land 
Dr. Irving N. Rothman 
Room C-13 
Herman Melville, author of Moby Dick, visited the Holy Land in 1857 and wrote an 18,000- 
line poem “Clarel” commemorating the event. Mark Twain wrote Innocents Abroad 
describing his visit to the Holy Land in 1867. 
 

A Taste of Melton: What Is Jewish Learning? 
Rabbi Samantha Safran 
Room A-39 
Jewish learning, or what is traditionally known as Talmud Torah, has multiple goals that go 
beyond the acquisition of information. The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish 
Learning gives adults an opportunity to participate in the ageless practice of Talmud Torah 
by engaging with hundreds of Jewish texts and topics in a welcoming, pluralistic 
environment. This sample class will give you a taste of what it’s like to bring meaningful 
Jewish study into your week and be a part of the Houston Melton community. 
 

Poetry Writing Workshop, Especially for Beginners! 
Rabbi Deborah Schloss 
Room C-14 
In this poetry workshop, we will use prompts to write and share poetry written on our own as 
well as in small groups. No experience is necessary to take part in this relaxing, reflective 
workshop. 
 

 
 



Heroic Children: The Final Frontier of Holocaust Education 
Rabbi Hanoch Teller, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Finger Board Room 
When World War II was over, most adult survivors wished to relate what they underwent and 
their suffering. The child survivors did not and could not speak then, and generally, their 
story has been left untold – certainly in their own voices. Rabbi Hanoch Teller has embarked 
upon a mission to seek out those remaining voices around the world and to codify what they 
reveal. 
 
 
Israeli Song Session: Glimpsing Israel's Soul Through Music 
Rabbi Ranon Teller 
Room B-25 
Come and sing selections from the Israeli song book featuring works by Naomi Shemer, 
Arik Einstein, David Broza, and more. We'll translate the words, discuss the meaning, and 
sing the songs. Foster your connection with Israel through the beauty of her songs. 
 

The Ultimate Mitzvah: Bringing Joy to Seniors through Music 
Cantor Vadim Tunitsky 
Gordon Chapel 
Al tashlicheinu l'eit zikna- Don't abandon me when I am old. What can we do to make this 
prayer reach God's ears? 
 

 

 

 

Moses at the Burning Bush through Bibliodrama 
Rabbi Daniel Aronson 
Room B-25 
Bibliodrama is a form of modern midrash that invites us to enter the text and imagine that 
we are our biblical ancestors. In this session, we will become Moses, the burning bush and 
G-d as we mine this scene for personal meaning. 
 

The Surprising Aftermath of the Self-Proclaimed Messiah of 1666 
Dr. Yossi Chajes, ERJCC Bunny and Leo Horvitz Scholar 
BIFTY Lounge 
In 1666, the entire Jewish world was caught up in messianic frenzy over Sabbetai Tzvi until 
his conversion to Islam. The fascinating ideas that this movement generated had a long and 
significant afterlife in the Jewish world. We will explore various ways in which Sabbatianism 
lived, and lives on. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 – 10:50 am 



A Parent's Workshop: Embracing Sexuality through Jewish Wisdom 
Meryl Cohen 
Room C-13 
V’Shinantam L’Vanecha, teach your children well, so that they can choose healthy sexual 
lives guided by Jewish values. This workshop will help parents use a framework for 
addressing sexuality with toddlers to teenagers including the values of justice, joy, modesty, 
relationships, health and identity. Talking to our children about sex is every Jewish parent’s 
obligation, like our Jewish obligation to teach them to swim: If you don’t do it, they may just 
drown in this sex-saturated culture. Our heritage has beautiful answers that help parents 
integrate sexual learning and Jewish wisdom to build pride in a tradition that values healthy 
sexuality. 
 

Literacy in the Early Childhood Classroom 
Ronda Feinberg and Marcy Powers 
Room A-34 
This session will present ideas for bringing Jewish and secular themes together through 
literacy using books, props and dramatic play. 
 

Curriculum Study: Shabbat Around the World 
Barbara Garber 
Room C-14 
There is an enormous amount of material for teachers to use as they prepare and plan their 
lessons. Teachers can view their curriculum as a guide and decide how to use the 
information based upon time, grade and development, Judaic background, and available 
materials. Barbara Garber will lead participants through a curriculum study based on 
“Shabbat Around the World,” an innovative, interdisciplinary digital story-lesson plan series 
highlighting the multicultural nature of the Jewish People. Created by Tami Lehman-Wilzig, 
an award-winning Jewish content children’s book author, and curriculum developer Barbara 
Garber, “Shabbat Around the World” includes lesson plans that take students on an exciting 
journey that incorporates history, geography, culture and Jewish heritage, while keeping its 
main focus on Shabbat. “Shabbat Around the World” will serve as a resource to explore 
ways of how teachers can use a curriculum as a guide to create the most impactful lessons 
to meet student and classroom needs. 
 

The Intersection of Hate Speech and Free Speech 
George Gibson 
Room C-15 
George R. Gibson, Chair of ADL's Southwest Region, will examine the intersection of free 
speech with hate speech. We live in the United States, where the First Amendment's 
guaranty of freedom of expression is of paramount importance. We also live in a world 
where hate speech is rampant. At what point does hate speech cross the line and become 
unprotected speech? What happens when speech is unprotected, and what can be done in 
response to hate speech that crosses the line? What can be done about hate speech that 
falls within the constitutionally protected framework? As an organization that monitors hate 
speech and supports free speech, ADL is in a unique position to address these questions. 
 

Making A Mensch of Your Precious Adolescent Child 
Dr. David Gottlieb 
Library 
An informal discussion about adolescents and parents to help adolescents become 
menschen. 
 

 



Refugees and The American Jewish Experience: A Historian's View 
Dr. Bernice Heilbrunn Potvin 
Room C-16 
Refugees and immigrants: their plight goes to the core of our being as individuals and as 
Jews. We are all immigrants. What does the American Jewish experience tell us about our 
heritage of reaching out to help the immigrant? 
 

Who is Blind? What's on Second? 
Enrique Oliu 
Room A-39 
Watch clips from the ReelAbilities documentary “Henry O!” a true story about Enrique Oliu, 
a man blind since birth, who happens to be the baseball analyst for a Spanish-speaking 
radio program during the Tampa Bay Rays games. Then engage in an interactive talkback 
with the film star Enrique (Henry) Oliu. This session is presented in collaboration with JFS 
Alexander Institute for Inclusion and the 2016 ReelAbilities Film and Arts Festival. 
 

Is There Anything a Jew Must Believe? 
Rabbi David Rosen 
Room A-38 
When we teach our children and take classes as adults, we often learn about how Jews live 
and what Jews do. But rarely, it seems, do we actually explore what Jews should believe if, 
indeed, anything. Some of our greatest rabbis have had strong feelings on this question, 
and we will look at them all! 
 

Sexual Allegations in Synagogues, Schools, and Other Agencies:  
What to Do About It 
Rabbi Harvey Rosenstock, M.D. 
Room C-17 
A protocol is offered for handling sexual allegations against clergy, teachers, administrators, 
and others based on Torah, Talmud, the Science of Human Sexuality, and the Law. 
Teachers, teacher assistants, administrators, and anyone having contact with children and 
adolescents under the aegis of a school or institution are encouraged to attend. 
 

How to Create an Inclusive Community: Teachings for Today and Tomorrow 
Rabbi Adrienne Scott and David Scott 
Margolis Gallery 
We will explore Jewish texts on the subject of inclusion and disabilities. This session is 
presented in collaboration with JFS Alexander Institute for Inclusion and ReelAbilities Film 
Festival. 
 

Lo L'Facheid Klal - Don't Be Afraid:   
Stories of Hope and Courage in the Sight of Fear 
Rabbi Pamela Silk 
Room A-31 
Explore the richness of Jewish text and discover powerful examples of hope and courage 
that emerge from experiences of fear. These stories and narratives will inspire us to face our 
own fears in a new and better way. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The "Art" of Care-Giving 
Rabbi Richard Address, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Presidents Room 
Care-giving is a new life stage. We will explore how Jewish texts and tradition approach this 
life stage and how it speaks to the challenges so many of us have, are, or will be faced with. 
 

Create a Zentangle Art Chamsa 
Greta Bernitz 
Room B-28 
For teachers only: A fun hands-on class where we will explore the craft of Zentangle by 
creating a chamsa using black sharpies and water colors. Limit: 25 participants 
 

Jewish Learning Outdoors:  Integrating Jewish Learning and Outdoor 
Education 
Joe Blanton, Laurie Levy, and Sara Rosenbaum 
Room B-26 
Learn how to turn a field trip to the park or playground into an opportunity for Jewish 
learning. An important part of this workshop will be a tour of The BackYard, the nature 
preserve on the grounds of Congregation Beth Israel and The Shlenker School. This 
workshop will be particularly relevant to elementary day school teachers. 
 

Eating as an Ethical Experience 
Rabbi Jonathan Crane, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Finger Board Room 
Eating, our Torah insists, is the very first ethical conundrum human beings encounter. Yet 
what is eating; what does it mean to be an eater, and what, for goodness sake, does it mean 
to eat well?  Come wrestle with such questions as they are addressed in ancient to post-
modern Jewish (and other) perspectives. 
 

Leviticus 19: Mining Traditional Jewish Commentaries on the Torah for 
Psychological, Theological and Moral Insights, A Methodological Approach 
Dr. Walter Herzberg, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Ladin Dining Room 
In this session, we will conduct a literary exploration of the Laws of Leviticus 19 including 
guided havruta (partner) study using a threefold method of interpretation: discovering the 
questions in the Torah text, examining traditional rabbinic and modern literary responses to 
these questions, and considering the moral, theological, and psychological implications. 
English translations will be provided along with the Hebrew texts. 
 

Not Just Chabad: The Development of Chasidic Thought 
Rabbi Daniel Horwitz 
Room A-33 
Most of us who encounter chasidim do so through the representatives of the Chabad 
dynasty and philosophy. But most chasidim in the world today are not Chabad, nor were 
they in the generations when Chasidism spread through Eastern Europe. Find out about 
some of their leading thinkers and the challenges they confronted. 
 

 

10:00 – 11:20 am 



Does A Picture Paint a Thousand Words? 
Gary Kenzer 
Room C-18 
A picture can be very powerful: quickly conveying information, emotion, and details of a 
situation. Pictures, like words, can be taken out of context: misleading the reader, and 
making it difficult to ascertain the truth. This is particularly relevant regarding how Israel is 
portrayed to the public.  
 

Job and Bontsye Shvayg 
Dr. Larry Laufman 
Room C-20 
Job and Bontsye Shvayg are often compared: long suffering and patient through terrible 
injustice, and ultimately rewarded. But a closer look shows both stories contradict 
conventional understanding - and conventional wisdom. This class will examine the Book of 
Job and its history and how different religions, philosophers, and psychologists have 
understood it, all while  Bontsye Shvayg looks on from the side. 
 

Making Your Lesson Relevant to Generation YouTube 
Neil Lazarus, Shirley Barish Education Enrichment Scholar 
Room A-36 
Discover the use of the Internet and social media in the classroom. This class is essential for 
all teachers. It's not enough to know your material! Learn how to inspire using your students' 
phones and Facebook. Stop fighting the Internet - use it as a dynamic tool. 
 

The Golden Age of Cantorial Music 
Cantor Daniel Mutlu 
Gordon Chapel 
We will look at the Golden Age of cantorial music: the main figures, how it came to be, and 
the musical contributions. 
 

The Conjoined Twins Dilemma 
Rabbi Johnny Ouzzan 
Room A-35 
In 1977 an Orthodox Jewish couple gave birth to conjoined twins. Doctors told the parents 
that if nothing was done, the baby would die. An operation separating the two was the only 
hope that one would survive. This class will delve into the halachic adventure that led to the 
final verdict made by the world renowned Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. The fundamental question 
that this class will aim to address is: In Judaism, is it permissible to save a life by killing 
another? 
 

Holy Improv: Exploring Sacred Text through Theater Games 
Rabbi Jonathan Siger 
Room C-21 
This workshop will introduce the concepts and techniques behind Holy Improv, a dynamic 
educational and team-building program developed in partnership with The Second City 
Training Center.  Participants need no theater background, but should be prepared to move 
and interact with others. We will use improvisational comedy to explore Torah texts. 
 

 
 
 



Mad Magazine’s Jewish Zaniness 
Rabbi Kenny Weiss 
Room C-22 
Since its inception as a comic book in 1952, and continuing through its transition to a black 
and white magazine format, Mad Magazine has imbued our society with Jewish idioms and 
sometimes offended us with its parodies. Discover how Mad Magazine’s writers and artists 
simultaneously expressed their Jewishness in two opposite paths - by quietly sliding Jewish 
references into its pages and overtly presenting Jewish content that only Jews would 
understand. 
 

On the Authorship of the Torah:  
A Traditional Jewish Response to Higher Bible Criticism 
Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe 
Room C-10 
In the 19th Century a collection of German scholars developed a theory as to the authorship 
of the Torah- the Documentary Hypothesis. How does it differ from the traditional Jewish 
perspective and can we reconcile their evidence? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Make Hebrew Reading Fun! 
Rinat Alatin 
Room C-13 
Rinat will present tools, ideas and games to teachers on how to teach the Hebrew language 
to non-Israeli students. Make the Hebrew language appealing and fun. This class will be 
conducted in Hebrew. 
 

Jewish Meditation 
Dr. Sam Axelrad 
Room B-25 
Jewish Meditation is an ancient Jewish tradition that elevates Jewish thought. It inspires 
Jewish practice and elevates Jewish prayer. Though Jewish meditation is integral to these 
areas in Jewish life, it also is a separate Jewish practice in its own right. In its initial stages, 
Jewish meditation is a way to free the mind of all judgements, fears, doubts, and limiting 
ideas so the voice of the soul is heard. This experience is transformational and opens a 
person to experience the Divine Presence. It will ultimately spur profound inner change so 
that our lives are brought closer to perfection and wholeness (Schlemut) and even holiness 
(Kedusha). 
 

The Game of Love 
Elyse Bell 
A-31 
Explore the consequences of Rebekah’s and Isaac’s love for their sons on this national 
holiday of love. Discover new ways of reading and interpreting Genesis 27 while savoring a 
sweet treat. Knowledge of Hebrew is helpful, but not required. 
 

 
 
 

11:00 – 11:50 am 



Living with Autism: Please Listen! 
Jason Harris 
BIFTY Lounge 
Participants will watch 3 very short (4- 9 minutes) ReelAbility films and then engage in a 
talk back with Jason Harris, an autism activist, on living with autism and how we all can  
mindfully be more inclusive in our day-to-day interactions such as in making friends, 
parenting neuro-typical kids, and hiring practices. This session is presented in collaboration 
with JFS Alexander Institute for Inclusion and the 2016 ReelAbilities Film and Arts Festival. 
 

Music and Movement: Dynamic Resources for Incorporating Jewish Content 
Into the Early Childhood Classroom 
Penny Hoxter-Pershell 
Room C-17 
This fun and interactive workshop will present techniques for incorporating Judaic/Hebrew 
content into the early childhood classroom. Using music and movement, we will explore 
ways to foster engagement and enrich the learning experience. 
 

Israel and American Jewry: Behind the Headlines 
Jacob Kamaras 
Room C-16 
The Iran nuclear deal, a wave of terror in Israel, the Netanyahu - Obama relationship, Israel 
and the 2016 U.S. election. Should you believe what  you read in the media about the year's 
biggest news stories on Israel and American Jewry? An experienced Jewish journalist takes 
you "behind the headlines." 
 

Understanding the Changes in Reform Judaism 
Rabbi Samuel Karff 
Margolis Gallery 
Rabbi Karff will discuss the change from Classical Reform to Post-Modern Reform or liberal 
Judaism during his 40 years as a Rabbi and leader in the Reform movement. 
 

Vegetarianism and Judaism: Are They Compatible? 
Rabbi Chaim Lazaroff 
Room A-39 
Rabbi Lazaroff will discuss the Torah's perspective on a vegetarian/vegan diet. 
 

What Does Jewish Tradition Say About Guns? 
Rabbi Jill Levy 
Room A-34 
Gun ownership and control is heavily debated in the news media, political sphere, and 
among friends. Learn what our texts have to say about owning weapons, self-protection, and 
concern for others. Please come prepared to be both a listener and a participant in this 
important conversation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Culinary Creations: Jewish Edible Art 
Marna Meyer and Jodi Moore 
Room C-19 
Want to keep your little ones (PreK-2nd) engaged on a Sunday morning? If so, then this is 
the session for you! You will be introduced to various edible art projects to go along with 
Jewish holidays and studies. Projects include an edible bowl of creations: Noah's Ark and 
the Rainbow, the Ten Plagues and many more. These yummy projects help your students to 
retain information while having a blast. These edible projects “cater” to all learning styles.  
 

The Theology of Abraham Joshua Heschel 
Cantor Mark Perman 
Room A-32 
Cantor Perman’s class will look at the theology of Heschel and how he asked us to approach 
Judaism with a deeper sense of awareness and spiritual insight.  
 

Honorable Mentschen 
Rabbi Hanoch Teller, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Room A-38 
Rabbi Hanoch Teller will present a workshop for parents and children on how to inculcate 
character and courtesy into our daily lives. Filled with practical examples, it is an eye-opener 
on how often we slip and how easy it is to rectify. 
 

To Know About the Holocaust in 2016 
Dr. Mary Lee Webeck 
Room C-14 
In the years following the Holocaust, many questions have been answered, but many more 
remain unanswered. In this interactive session, we will discuss the latest research and 
understandings. In this ever-complicated and increasingly complex world, what does the 
Holocaust have to do with who you are and the choices you make? 
 

 

 

New Rituals for Life's Next Stage 
Rabbi Richard Address, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Presidents Room 
Longevity has created many opportunities for new rituals and blessings. In this session we 
will explore such issues as removing a wedding ring after mourning, signing an advanced 
directive, older adult cohabitation, redefining adultery in light of dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease. 
 

Israel and the Middle East 
Deputy Consul General Daniel Agranov 
Room A-38 
Daniel will give a Middle East and Israel update, as well as discuss current events and ways 
for the community to get involved in Israel advocacy. 
 

 
 
 

12:00 – 12:50 pm     Lunch and Learn 



Employment and Education Services for Young Adults with Disability 
Laura Alter, Mara Gittess, and Emily Blechman 
Room C-13 
The presenters will review employment and education options for young adults and their 
families, including DARS, college programs, and internships. This session is presented in 
collaboration with JFS Alexander Institute for Inclusion and the 2016 ReelAbilities Film and 
Arts Festival. 
 

Creating a Dementia-Friendly Jewish Community 
Richard Elbein 
Room C-14 
The Jewish community needs to become more respectful and responsive to those living 
with dementia: especially in view of our aging demographic and the preference to age in 
place. When we get it right for people with dementia, we'll create a community that is also 
more inclusive for a much wider range of people. We'll explore steps and strategies to 
create dementia-friendly Jewish communities. 
 

Illustrating Identity:  
Comic Strips and American Jewish Education After World War II 
Dr. Joshua Furman 
Room A-32 
In this session, we will read and discuss some of the comic strips that were printed in 
American Jewish children's magazines from the 1940's to the 1960's. What can these 
cartoons teach us about Jewish life in the United States after World War II? 
 

The Refugee Crisis: A Torah Perspective 
Rabbi Yossi Grossman 
Room A-33 
After separating fact from fiction in the debate about accepting Syrian refugees into the 
US, there is something that has touched a deep emotional chord specifically in the Jewish 
community. How as Jews should we be addressing this crisis and what is the Torah's 
perspective on refugees? 
 

How to Motivate Your Students and Children 
Rabbi Chaim Helprin 
Room C-16 
Rabbi Helprin will present tips on how to motivate people, with an emphasis on students.  
 

Wowing Them with Science: Connecting Judaic Content through Science 
Shoshana Isaacson 
Room C-17 
This class will examine ways to integrate science into the preschool or early elementary 
classroom and connect it to Jewish learning - with examples of simple science experiments 
and concepts that can be integrated into the classroom exposing young children to the 
wonders of the world that Hashem created 
 

 
 
 
 



It's Time to Start Listening to Our Messages 
Rabbi Gavriel Jacknin 
Room C-15 
Throughout the Torah, God instructs us regarding the positive and negative 
commandments. He promises, if we do what He tells us, then life will be awesome. Why 
can't we just listen and start living? 
 

How to Get the Word Out About Your Program 
Eileen Kaplan 
Room A-34 
What makes parents talk about one school or one teacher more than others? What can you 
do to create raving fans of your program? Through this workshop you will receive helpful 
hints to make the word on the street be “I need this class or program!” 
 

Songs for the Jewish Soul - Rocking with Rabbi Katz 
Rabbi Neal Katz 
All Purpose Room 
Rabbi Neal Katz will once again share his original Jewish music with humor, story, and song.  
Have a lunch-break kumsitz with Neal as he plays his blend of acoustic folk/rock music 
which can be used in the classroom, in a service, or in a song-session. 
 

Why the World Hates the Jews: A New Look at Antisemitism 
Rabbi Evan Moffic, Barish Shabbat Limmud Scholar 
Finger Board Room 
We thought that the world had committed to “Never Again.” Yet, antisemitism has reared its 
ugly head again across Europe and on many college campuses in the United States. We will 
examine what makes these new manifestations different from previous ones, placing them 
in the context of current social, economic and political trends around the world. 
 

The Five Levels of Pleasure 
Rabbi Gidon Moskovitz 
Room A-35 
Judaism says that G-d wants us to have pleasure! However, He does not want us to settle 
for anything but the best. He wants us to attain "first class" pleasure, and thereby live a life 
that is truly full. 
 

What Do You Do With an Idea? Hand in Hand Schools 
Kathi Neubert 
Ladin Dining Room 
Is shared living in Israel really possible? The Hand in Hand (Yad b' Yad) Schools in Israel 
don't just suggest it as a possibility, they are living the reality that it can be done. Jews and 
Arabs are not only refusing to be enemies, they are creating a new paradigm from which we 
could all learn. 
 

How to Have a Happy Marriage 
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky 
Margolis Gallery 
Rabbi Radinsky will share the Jewish view of how to assure that you will have a happy 
marriage. 
 
 
 



 

 

Star Wars: A Jewish Ethical View of the Clones 
Dr. Jeffrey Actor 
Room A-38 
Join us as we take a Jewish ethical view of the Star Wars Clones. Would a Jewish Force 
sanctify their creation and epic utility to fight for good or evil? 
 

The Masks We Wear: An Exploration of Megillat Esther 
Rabbi Gideon Estes 
Room A-31 
We will explore passages from the Book of Esther, drawing lessons that will relate to our 
lives and providing deeper insight and preparation for Purim. 
 

The Jewish Jesus 
Dr. Matthias Henze 
Room A-32 
Jesus was a Jew; his first followers were Jewish, and so were many of the authors who first 
wrote about him. Since the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in the 1940s and 50s our 
understanding of Early Judaism has improved dramatically. This talk examines what this 
means for our understanding of the beginnings of Christianity. 
 

Jews, Christians, and Martyrs: Noble Death and Jewish-Christian Relations 
from the Bible to the First Crusade 
Rabbi Joshua Herman 
Room A-33 
The notion of dying for one's faith was a common motif in late antiquity. An analysis of 
martyrdom texts from the Bible through the First Crusade can help illustrate the growing 
distinction between Jews and Christians in antiquity and their relationship in medieval times. 
 

Interfaith Dialogue: Is it Effective? 
Matt Kahn 
Room C-15 
Often when Jews get together with members of other religions for interfaith dialogue, we 
tend to focus on what we agree upon, pat ourselves on the back for making a noble effort 
and then move on with our lives. Effective interfaith dialogue goes deeper than one 
particular issue and lasts much longer than a single meeting. Come learn about some 
successful interfaith dialogue techniques used by Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston 
that can help the Jewish community in our effort to engage these critical and timely issues. 
 

Rabbis in the Bedroom 
Alisha Klapholz 
Room A-34 
What does Judaism have to say about sexuality and what goes on behind closed doors? 
Join us for this text-based study of biblical and rabbinic sources on sexuality. No prior 
knowledge necessary; not recommended for children or teens. 
 

 

 

1:00 – 1:50 pm      



I Can Hear You, But I Cannot Understand You! 
Teri Wathen 
Room A-39 
Want to hear the rabbi's sermon better? Need to hear your spouse or children on the phone 
better? Hearing aids aren't enough? Let's explore options and technology for hearing loss. 
Come learn about some more fun stuff! This session is presented in collaboration with JFS 
Alexander Institute for Inclusion and the 2016 ReelAbilities Film and Arts Festival. 
 

 

 

The Truth of Sinai 
Rabbi Mendel Blecher 
Room C-13 
Is there any empirical evidence to accept that 3200 years ago, G-d revealed Himself to our 
ancestors at Sinai? How is the Jewish claim of Divine Revelation different from the claims of 
other religious groups? 
 

It's a Marathon, Not a Sprint: Seven Tips on Long Term Care Giving 
Dr. Roberta Diddel 
Margolis Gallery 
Taking care of an aging, chronically ill or disabled family member is a labor of love, but the 
stress of caregiving can lead to physical illness and mental distress for caregivers, including 
depression, worry, anger and guilt. In addition, illness often brings out the worst in 
relationships between spouses, aging parents and their adult children and even the siblings 
of the caregiver. Health psychologist, Dr. Roberta Diddel will review common challenges of 
caregiving, discuss how to separate what's normal from what's not, and give suggestions for 
coping with negative emotions, thinking differently about your situation and addressing 
interpersonal conflict. The goal is for attendees to discover their own emotional reserve and 
make caregiving an uplifting experience over the long haul. This session is presented in 
collaboration with JFS Alexander Institute for Inclusion and the 2016 ReelAbilities Film and 
Arts Festival. 
 

Camera Judaica: Great Jewish Photojournalists of the 20th Century 
Michael Duke 
Room C-14 
Jews arrived as photographers on the world scene in the 20th century. Nowhere was their 
impact more apparent than in the field of photojournalism. The class will survey and 
celebrate a myriad of Jewish photojournalists, who documented the seminal events of the  
last century, and did so, literally, through a Jewish lens. 
 

Israel's Entrance to the World Wine Map: An Update and Tasting 
Dr. Ilan Duvdevani 
Finger Board Room 
Dr. Duvdevani will discuss how modern Israel advanced into the world wine map after a 
pause of centuries. Where is wine made in Israel? What is Kosher wine? A wine tasting will 
follow. 
 

 
 
 

1:00 – 2:20 pm      



The Mysteries of the Chagall Windows 
Rabbi Marcy Greene 
Room C-17 
When Marc Chagall composed his fabulous stained glass windows based on the twelve 
tribes, he never explained himself. Be a part or this interactive session in which we will 
explore and enjoy his magnificent work. 
 

What We Talk About When We Talk About Israel 
Rabbi Oren Hayon 
Presidents Room 
Our relationship with Israel is one of the central ways Jewish identity is framed and 
maintained. So why is it so difficult for us to talk about it with each other? How can we 
reframe the Israel conversation in a way that is productive, moral and sustainable? 
 

Implications of Emerging Biological and Human Technology 
Dr. Cindy Ivanhoe 
Room C-19 
Enjoy the film “FIXED” and then engage in discussion about its implications with Dr. Cindy 
Ivanhoe. “FIXED” is told through the perspectives of five individuals with disabilities, and 
analyzes the implications of emerging biological and human technology enhancement. 
“FIXED” enlightens and challenges the regular human body, and what it fundamentally 
means to be human in the 21st century. “FIXED” is a ReelAbillities film. This session is 
presented in collaboration with JFS Alexander Institute for Inclusion and the 2016 
ReelAbilities Film and Arts Festival. 
 

The News of the Day:  
How Israel is Portrayed in the Media and Your Response 
Gary Kenzer 
Room C-18 
Everyday Israel, the tiny country in the Middle East, is in the news whether the story involves 
Israel or not. By using the Israel Daily News Stream, (IDNS) we will explore the news of the 
day and how we can respond in order to be heard. 
 

The Akedah in the Arts 
Dr. Larry Laufman 
Room C-20 
Many words have been devoted to the Akedah, the Binding of Isaac, Abraham's near 
sacrifice of his son and heir. But philosopher Ludvig Wittgenstein tells us "whereof one 
cannot speak, thereof one must be silent." This class will study what cannot be spoken, the 
Akedah through 2,000 years of "visual midrash" in ceramics, drawings, embroidery, 
engravings, etchings, mosaics, paintings, photography, sculpture, and stained glass. 
 

Jewish Magic and Superstition 
Rabbi Joshua Lobel 
Room A-35 
Take a journey through the secretive world of Jewish magic and superstition. Come and 
learn about the mystical power of names, amulets, angels, and demons. Also, discover how 
some of the rituals we perform today have magical origins. 
 

 
 



Art: My Inspiring Story 
Anat Ronen 
BIFTY Lounge 
I am an Israeli who now lives in Houston. I started my art career six years ago out of a wild 
attempt at staying in the United States, not having a clue about my potentials and abilities. 
Without formal education or experience, my career took off on an amazing journey that 
allows me to paint on walls and streets here in Houston and worldwide. I’ll be telling my 
story and showing my work.  
 
 
Jews in Space 
Roger Weiss 
Room C-21 
Ever see a dreidel floating and spinning in microgravity or hear the Torah read by an 
astronaut circling our planet? Over the last 50 years, Jewish men and women have played a 
significant part in exploring space, and some have mentioned or acknowledged various 
aspects of their Judaism while in orbit around our precious Earth. You'll kvell as you learn 
about these super cool cosmic heroes and amazing factoids and relive the joy of their 
experiences to elevate your own Jewish pride to infinity and beyond! 
 

 

 

 

“The Perfect Turnover”: Talking with Teens 
Cantor Mark Levine 
Ladin Dining Room 
Enjoy the suspenseful and exciting documentary about how one high school basketball 
player purposely passed the ball to a player on the rival team specifically to enable that 
player, a kid with a disability, to score a basket in his one and only chance. Then participants 
will have the opportunity to discuss the implications of the film. Teachers and youth group 
leaders will learn how they can use the film to address difficult but important issues with 
their students. This session is presented in collaboration with JFS Alexander Institute for 
Inclusion and the 2016 ReelAbilities Film and Arts Festival. 
 

Getting Out of the Box 
Rabbi Dovid Goldstein 
Room C-15 
Rabbi Goldstein will discuss how 17 years of experience as a prison chaplain has played a 
role in giving him personal life lessons on how to get out of his own limitations 
 

Learning to Listen: Talmud Teaching Tolerance 
Rabbi Dan Gordon and Reverend Laurey Murphy 
Room C-16 
In April, 2015, Rabbi Gordon and Reverend Murphy represented Houston on the founding 
mission of Interfaith Partners for Peace. A group of 13 rabbis and 13 Christian ministers 
traveled throughout Israel, exploring the importance of hearing stories that may differ from 
comfortable narratives from their own communities. They learned about listening to the 
“other,” through text-based seminars, sharing with other clergy and meeting the real-life 
people in Israel and the West Bank who share the Middle East and confront “other” 
narratives every day. Using sacred texts as a framework, this session will help develop a 
framework for listening to those with whom we differ. 
 

2:00 – 2:50 pm      



How to Win Any Argument About Israel 
Neil Lazarus, Shirley Barish Education Enrichment Scholar 
Room A-36 
Criticism of Israel has increased both in the press and at universities world-wide. There is an 
increasing call for boycotting Israel. This seminar is essential for anybody involved in Israeli 
advocacy. Learn the essentials of being an advocate for Israel. Conducted in over 190 
schools, universities and communities worldwide, this seminar is essential for everybody who 
is a friend of Israel. 
 

Two Creation Stories in the Bible:  
What They Teach Us About God, the Universe, and Humanity 
Rabbi Steven Morgen 
Room A-31 
The Story of Creation in seven days does not seem to fit with modern science. The story of 
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden reads like a fable (with a talking snake). The two 
stories seem to contradict each other in some of the details. What deeper truths about God 
and our relationship with God can we learn from these two stories? 
 

Harvesting Wisdom: What is the Next Step on My Jewish Journey? 
Janice Rubin and Tracy Rich 
Room B-25 
For those interested in music as a tool for enhancing meditation and prayer, chanting with 
intention can open a doorway to a deep inner dimension where we find opportunities for 
spiritual growth, healing, and connection with the Divine. This class explores tools for 
building a personal spiritual practice. 
 

In Context: The Holocaust and Genocide in the 20th and 21st Centuries 
Emily Sample 
Room A-33 
The Holocaust is and will remain a pivotal turning point in human rights history; in order to 
better understand the lead up to and the lessons from the Holocaust, we must understand 
the context in which this event happened. This workshop will discuss the creation of the 
word “genocide” as well as the genocides that occurred before and since the Holocaust. We 
will spotlight current genocides and human rights issues in the world today and discuss our 
responsibility to act. 
 

Israeli-Jewish Folk Dance 
Rachel Weisblatt 
All Purpose Room 
In this class, Rachel will teach authentic Israeli and Jewish folkdances music and themes 
which emanate from the Jewish experience. They tell the story of the Jewish people from 
biblical times to the present day. Dances will suit all tastes and dance experience, and open 
the door to this fun experience.. 
 

Happily Ever After? 
Esty Zaklikofsky 
Room C-10 
Sadly, "happily ever after" is not the case for many marriages today. Join us, and gain 
insight into the sensitive issue of divorce and what it teaches us about the unparalleled 
values that Judaism places on Shalom Bayit, peace in the home. 
 


