
An Open Letter from the  
Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor 

 
 
 

November 22, 2016 
 
Dear President-Elect Trump: 
 
We are writing to you as representatives of the Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor, a non-profit 
organization that serves thousands of Jews and the entire community of Ann Arbor and Washtenaw County, 
Michigan. We seek to promote a vibrant, caring, connected life for our community members, and to support the 
less fortunate, here and abroad. As part of our mission, we work in concert with other religious, secular, and 
ethnic groups towards our mission of tikkun olam, or creating a better world.  
 
After a contentious election, our nation finds itself dangerously divided. In your victory speech you declared, “It 
is time for us to come together as one united people. It’s time…I pledge to every citizen of our land that I will 
be president for all Americans, and this is so important to me.”  It is time for you and your team to give voice to 
that pledge with forceful and decisive words and deeds. 
 
As you are aware, we have seen an unprecedented outburst of hateful expressions and actions directed at 
minority communities including Hispanics, Muslims, African-Americans, and Jews since the election.  We 
cannot remember a time when Americans have felt uncertainty and fear as many do today.  As President-Elect, 
it is incumbent upon you not only to reassure every American of their safety and value in our society but also to 
speak out strongly against all those expressing hate. It is imperative that you not only appoint only those who 
oppose bigotry but that you also propose and enforce policies and legislation that ensures equal treatment under 
the law, making it clear that any other ideology is not only unwelcome but unacceptable under your 
administration. 
 
We stand at a crossroads.  Either our nation will begin the process of healing its divisions and reaffirm the 
vision of a truly United States of America, or we will proceed down the path of marginalizing large portions of 
our citizenry.  We urge you to speak out loudly and often proclaiming that the United States is, and will always 
be, a welcoming and embracing home for all Americans regardless of race, religion, sexual orientation, or 
country of origin. 
 

Sincerely,  

        
 Neal Blatt       David Shtulman 
 President       Executive Director 
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