
2015 Jewish Community Impact Fund Awardees 
 

Jewish Alliance for Food, Land and Justice: Preserving Shmita 

Ann Arbor Reconstructionist Congregation--Funding Request $8,000 

This innovative project will create a multi-denominational Jewish Alliance for Food, Land and 

Justice, a Jewish voice in the local, sustainable food movement. Drawing on the wisdom of our 

Jewish tradition as it relates to food-based ethics and values, we seek to reach and engage 

affiliated and unaffiliated Jews in contemporary issues of food production, food distribution, 

and environmental stewardship. Programming to include: Jewish Food Festival and Youth Farm 

Education Day, community-wide farm-to-Shabbat table experience, internet web-hub for all 

things Jewish and sustainable food, and a local sourcing connection workshop between farmers 

and the Jewish community's food needs. 

  

Jewish Popular Song/Popular Music in Israel 

Eastern Michigan University Jewish Studies--Funding Request $7,500 

EMU Jewish Studies is asking for assistance from the Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor 

Community Impact Fund to help us invite David Broza, perhaps the most important name in 

Israeli popular music, to our campus. Broza would be a particularly relevant choice for a 

performance/lecture because his latest musical--and cinematic--effort, East Jerusalem/West 

Jerusalem, brings together Israeli and Arab musicians to sing the music of peace. His work 

stands as testimony that a cultural boycott, or any other kind of boycott, of Israel should be 

unthinkable. 

  

Micro-Communities for Active Adults 

Jewish Community Center of Greater Ann Arbor--Funding Request $10,000 ($5,000 for two 

years) 

Many active adults over 60 are looking for fun, social activities where they can meet others with 

similar interests. The Jewish Community Center of Greater Ann Arbor, in collaboration with 

Jewish Family Services, plans to develop a series of purely social activity groups, or "Micro-

Communities," based upon shared interests and hobbies for active adults. JCC staff will match 

individuals and/or couples based upon on-line surveys, and form stock clubs, gardening clubs, 

cooking groups, theater groups, art lovers, and etc. 

  

Enhancing Capacity for Jewish Family Life Education and Outreach 

Jewish Family Services--Funding Request $10,000 

JFS intends to enhance capacity to provide Jewish Life Education and Outreach programs to the 



local Jewish community. These programs stopped expanding in 2008 when all JFS resources 

were diverted to direct services in response to the economic crisis. Funding from the Federation 

Impact Fund in 2014 enabled a successful launch of the program, but year one also revealed the 

scope and opportunities associated with this endeavor truly require two years to well-establish. 

Funding is requested to partially cover a part-time position (0.53 FTE) of a Jewish Family Life 

Education and Outreach Coordinator with the following responsibilities: arrange 6 Jewish Family 

Life Education Programs; expand outreach to facilities with under-served Jewish populations 

and establish cultural activities for Jewish residents of these facilities; recruit and coordinate 

volunteers to help with program implementation; conduct a community-wide survey to seek 

feedback regarding programming interests; and maintain and further cultivate a partnership 

with the JCC. 

  

Kids Helping Kids 

Family Salon, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor--Funding Request $6,000 

Family Salon is teaching tikkun olam with a series of events for families with young kids. At 

"Backpacktacular," kids will stuff backpacks with school supplies for underprivileged children. At 

"Apple Pickin' Kids," families will pick and donate apples to Food Gatherers. At "Bob for Books," 

sponsored children will see how many bobs under water they can make. The money will be used 

to purchase books for Children's Literacy Network. At "Project Night Night," we'll put together 

blankets, books and stuffed animals to be donated to shelters. At each event, kids will help 

other kids in a meaningful way. 

  

Connect8 

Jewish Young Professionals--Funding Request $5,250 

Connect8 will match Jewish community members of all ages and backgrounds in groups of eight 

for intimate dinners at the best restaurants across Ann Arbor. The participants in these dinners, 

will then come together afterward for a blockbuster event with desserts, live music, and the 

chance to see the community come together as never before. 

 

Young Professional's Home Shabbats 

Temple Beth Emeth--Funding Request $3,060 

Once a month during the pilot year, the "twenties" Ann Arbor Jews will come together for a free 

Shabbat experience. These will be hosted in homes near downtown Ann Arbor. There will be 

short "camp-like" services as well as food and alcohol. The services and discussion topics will be 



up to the host. The group will also have the option to go out together after dinner to schmooze. In 

partnership with Beth Israel Congregation. 

 

  


