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On March 20, 2015, the UJA Federation Board of Directors 
unanimously approved the plan to launch the Sherman 
Campus Phase 2 Campaign. This decision means that we 
are ready to move forward with the development of the 
next phase of Sherman Campus, which will complete the 
construction of Sherman Campus and the Prosserman JCC.

To raise the required funds for this historic infrastructure 
project, over the next two years, Fred Waks will lead a 
fundraising campaign along with a dynamic committee 
comprised of our city’s most dedicated leaders. Fred aims 
to raise the balance of $48 million needed for Sherman 
Campus Phase 2, which will enable ground-breaking in the 
near future.

65,000 Jews make up the Sherman Campus catchment 
area - that is 20% of the entire Jewish population of 
Canada. A Community Centre in the Bathurst and Sheppard 

area - where families, seniors and children enjoy programs 
and quality time while embracing Jewish values - is vital for 
the future of our community.

“Today, this big idea of building for the next generation 
is more relevant than ever,” explains Fred. “We want 
to ensure that our children and grandchildren have a 
community they can be proud of, one that supports 
diversity and nurtures a deep Jewish identity. It is  
Our Community, Our Responsibility and Our Future.  
Join those who have already contributed to this important 
initiative and become part of the legacy of Jewish Toronto.”

Welcome to a New Tomorrow!
Moving forward with Sherman Campus Phase 2

TomorroW Today

Photo: Sherman Campus Phase 2 Leadership Committee standing on the site 
of the future Prosserman JCC. L to R: Honey Sherman, Barry Sherman, Fred 
Waks, Leo Goldhar, David Peltz and George Grossman. Missing from photo: 
Ronnie Appleby, David Goldstein, Herman Grad and Howard Sokolowski



Do you know someone who would name this space? 

Call the Tomorrow Campaign 
hotline: (416) 631-5737
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message from the Chair

Welcome to the 2015 Summer edition of Tomorrow Today. I am delighted 
to bring you another exciting newsletter packed with informative and 
entertaining news and stories related to UJA Federation’s Tomorrow 
Campaign. 

It is hard to believe that 15 years have passed since the launch of our 
Capital Campaign. How remarkable it is that during this time, thanks to 
leaders and visionaries in our community, $300 million has been raised to 
build and renovate four vital hubs of Jewish life across the GTA - the Miles 
Nadal JCC, the Wolfond Centre for Jewish Campus Life, Lebovic Jewish 
Community Campus and Phase 1 of Sherman Campus. 

I am often asked what it is that propelled UJA Federation to take on this 
massive infrastructure project while continuing to raise over $55 million 
every year through UJA’s Annual Campaign and at the same time grow and 
manage a $550 million Jewish Foundation. The answer is quite simple. In 
order to serve our growing community of close to 200,000, we needed to 
look beyond the funding of programs and services. Investing in communal 
real estate where Jewish programming can incubate and where community 
members feel a sense of belonging, is just as significant for the well-being 
and continued healthy growth of our community.

In this edition of Tomorrow Today, you will read personal stories about the 
way some of our newly-built and renovated centres help our community 
prosper; you will be inspired by the foresight and generosity of some of our 
community’s philanthropic leaders; and you will learn about exciting plans 
for the second phase of Sherman Campus – spearheaded by Fred Waks.

Thinking bold has certainly paid off, but we are not done just yet. We are 
looking to raise the final $100 million to complete the job, at the Sherman 
and Lebovic campuses, and realize the dream. If you haven’t already done 
so, it is not too late to attach your name to one of the beautiful spaces 
that will serve our community for generations to come. Please consider a 
gift by calling the Tomorrow Campaign office today – (416) 631-5737.     

Sincerely,

Leslie Gales 
Chair, Tomorrow Leadership Cabinet

3



Freddie Shore makes a Big Splash  
with a $1m Tomorrow Campaign Gift 

Torontonian Freddie Shore, a man who 
has always had a love for athletics, is 
giving back to the Miles Nadal Jewish 
Community Centre, a place where 
he makes a big splash early every 
morning.

Through UJA Federation’s Tomorrow 
Campaign, Freddie recently made 
a visionary gift of $1 million to the 
Miles Nadal JCC, the place that he 
credits with getting him into the swim 
of things following an unfortunate 
accident that saw him break his knee, 
marking an end to his competitive 
sports ‘career’.

A passionate ‘downtown’ leader and 
devoted community volunteer, Freddie 
has recently named the Freddie 
Shore Wing, after naming the Freddie 
Shore Aquatic Centre in 2004, at the 
Miles Nadal JCC. He also created 
the “Freddie Shore Learn to Swim” 
program – a legacy, ongoing gift to 
provide free lessons to children who 
need them, no matter what their 
family’s financial constraints may be. 

As a young man, Freddie Shore 
was an avid athlete, excelling in 
track & field, football, basketball 
and other sports. At that time, he 
was a member of the Bathurst (now 
Prosserman) Jewish Community 
Centre at Bathurst and Sheppard.

After graduating from the University 
of Toronto in the ‘70s, Freddie moved 
downtown and joined the venerable 
Bloor “Y”, which, through UJA 
Federation’s Tomorrow Campaign, 
was rejuvenated as the new Miles 
Nadal Jewish Community Centre. He 
enjoyed playing team sports in the 
old gymnasium, but while on a trip to 

Mexico in the ‘80s, Freddie broke his 
knee and that incident had regrettably 
brought an end to his participation in 
high impact sports. 

Never one to give up, Freddie instead 
turned his physical activity interests 
to swimming in the pool at the Miles 
Nadal JCC, where he became quite an 
impressive swimmer. 

“Everybody knows Freddie as ‘the guy 
in the short shorts’”, affectionately 
notes Ellen Cole, the Miles Nadal JCC 
Executive Director. “Freddie is family. 
He is loved by all the staff and has 
even attended weddings and other 
important events in our lives.”

Freddie begins each day at 5:30 am in 
the Miles Nadal JCC swimming pool. 
This is the way he has been starting 
his day for years and he doesn’t plan 
on changing that any time soon. “The 
Miles Nadal JCC is a special place to 
me”, he explains “it is my home away 
from home and I am eager to help it 
continue to thrive and succeed. I am 
fortunate and honoured to give back 
to the community that has meant so 
much to me throughout my life and I 
hope others will do the same.”

Freddie Shore
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“The Miles Nadal JCC is a special place to me…it is my home 
away from home and I am eager to help it continue to thrive 
and succeed. I am fortunate and honoured to give back to the 
community that has meant so much to me throughout my life and 
I hope others will do the same.”
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Building a Community one Gift at a Time
The Tkatch Family Names the River Bridge on Sherman Campus

Born and raised in Montreal in 
traditional households, Murray and 
Janice Tkatch were both brought up 
with an appreciation of Jewish values, 
as well as the significance of Tzedakah, 
compassion and a strong Israel.

They met in the summer of 1977, 
while Murray was attending McGill 
Law School. At that time, Janice was 
getting ready to leave for Toronto to 
attend U of T. After three years of a 
semi long-distance relationship, the 
young couple decided to get married 
and build their lives in Toronto.

Today, after 35 years of marriage, 
three sons and a granddaughter, they 
warmly reflect on earlier years during 
which they did their best to instill the 
same values they were brought up 
with, in their own children.

“Family has always been everything 
to us, and making sure that our 
children embrace being Jewish was 

“Attaching our name to the 
Sherman Campus means 
doing our part to invest in 
the future of our children 
and grandchildren…”

our community goes hand-in-hand with 
everything else that UJA Federation 
does and represents. I think that a 
strong, thriving Jewish community 
is not only vital for people living in 
the Diaspora - it is important for the 
stability and wellbeing of Israel.”

Located in the Carscadden Greenbelt, 
one of Toronto’s water sheds, the 
bridge overlooks the Don River and 
is a popular destination for Taschlich 
during Rosh Hashanah. 

“This gift symbolizes the values 
both Janice and I grew up with and 
essentially everything that we believe 
in,” added Murray. “History has shown 
that we have to look after each other, 
and we were given an opportunity to 
do just that. This is the kind of legacy 
we want to leave to our family.”

And a great job they did. Janice and 
Murray are the proud parents of 
Jonathan who is married to Cara; 
Ryan who is engaged to Jodi; Robbie 
and his girlfriend, Brooke. They’re 
also grandparents to 1-year-old 
Hannah. 

Over the past 12 years, one of the 
ways Janice demonstrated her Jewish 
values to her children was through 
her involvement with UJA Federation. 
“Understanding the importance of 
UJA’s Annual Campaign by chairing 
telethons and events, and going to 
Israel to witness some of UJA’s work, 
has helped me further understand 
the significance of a strong, united 
community,” she said.

The Tkatch family has recently 
reaffirmed their commitment to 
strengthening Toronto’s Jewish 
community by making a meaningful 
gift to UJA Federation’s Tomorrow 
Campaign. “Attaching our name to 
the Sherman Campus means doing 
our part to invest in the future of our 
children and grandchildren,” said 
Murray. “Building infrastructure for 

paramount,” said Janice. “My sons 
enjoyed Jewish summer camps, 
attended supplementary Hebrew 
school on Sundays, and participated 
in programs like Taglit-Birthright Israel 
and March of the Living. I knew that I 
wanted for them the same upbringing 
that Murray and I had.”

PHOTOs:  
Above: The Tkatch Family - L to R: Murray, 
Janice, Ryan, Robbie and Jonathan

Right: The Janice and Murray Tkatch and 
Family River Bridge on Sherman Campus
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“This gift symbolizes the values both Janice and I grew up with 
and essentially everything that we believe in...”
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members of the Schwartz/reisman 
Centre Sing its Praises

For months, even years leading up to the 
opening of UJA Federation’s Joseph & 
Wolf Lebovic Jewish Community Campus 
and the Schwartz/Reisman Centre (SRC) 
in Vaughan, members of the surrounding 
community had been anticipating the 
effect it would have, not only to the 
physical landscape north of Rutherford 
Road, but particularly on their lives.  

The moment the doors of the SRC opened 
to the public on June 1, 2012, the wait 
was over and the dream of a state-of-the-
art Jewish Community Centre turned into 
reality.

“This is one community centre that offers 
everything,” enthuses Risa Dulberg who 
joined the SRC as soon as it opened. “It’s 
a one-stop shop for fitness, programming 
and socialization for all ages.”

Dulberg who makes her way to the SRC 
every weekday, enjoys swimming and 
Aqua Fit, Pilates and Nia classes, as well 
as the weekly art course. “It feels like 
home,” she says, matter-of-factly. “It’s a 
place where I feel comfortable to hang 
out, meet people, and stay connected.” 

To Dulberg, the charm and importance 
of the SRC goes well beyond its eclectic 
myriad of programs and activities. She 
grew up near the Bathurst and Steeles 
area and her father who was a Holocaust 
survivor, had a lifetime membership at 
the “Y”, formerly known as the Bathurst 
Jewish Community Centre. “For my dad, 
who was an avid athlete and a great 
schmoozer, the “Y” was his second home. 
Belonging to a Jewish Community Centre 
meant a great deal to him and was an 
integral part of his life, just the way the 
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“Almost half the Jewish 
population in the GTA now 
lives in York Region,” says 
Seidel. “In order to engage 
the community and have a 
place to go and meet people, 
whether a child and parent 
group, teens or seniors, 
Lebovic Campus is a hub for 
the entire community. “

SRC is an integral part of mine. I 
believe that the Lebovic Campus 
greatly enhances the quality of life 
for so many people and in so many 
ways. Every day when I walk in, I get 
a feeling that I don’t get at any other 
gym or community centre. I just love 
it here.” 

Another SRC member who is feeling 
that love is 50-year-old Harold Seidel 
who, along with wife Tracie and their 
three daughters has made the SRC a 
family affair.

“Two of our girls, Hayley and Jamie 
use the gym at the SRC, while our 
youngest, Sydney, who is attending 
school out of town, visits the SRC 
when she comes home,” says 
Seidel. “It is important for me that 
my family is engaged with the Jewish 
community, and what better way is 
there than to go to the local JCC?”

“Almost half the Jewish population 
in the GTA now lives in York Region,” 
says Seidel. “In order to engage the 
community and have a place to go 
and meet people, whether a child 
and parent group, teens or seniors, 
Lebovic Campus is a hub for the 
entire community.”

And, while Dulberg and Seidel clearly 
agree that the Schwartz/Reisman 
Centre has quickly become a vital 
landmark in the city of Vaughan, they 
also agree that without the vision of 
UJA Federation’s Tomorrow Campaign 
and its philanthropic leadership, a 
project of this magnitude would have 
never been possible.

“I admire each and every name 
that adorns the plaques that I see 
throughout the Lebovic Campus,” 
says Dulberg. “Thank you for having 
the foresight to build this wonderful, 
much-needed facility for our growing 
community.”

PHOTOS:  

Left: Risa Dulberg enjoying art class at the 
Schwartz/Reisman Centre 

Right: Harold Seidel working out  
at the Fitness Centre within the Phil 
Granovsky Sports & Recreation Pavilion,  
Schwartz/Reisman Centre

Harold, who visits the SRC four to 
six times a week enjoys his workout, 
steam and shower, and can’t stress 
enough the importance the Lebovic 
Jewish Community Campus plays 
in the lives of those who call York 
Region home.
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We are moving forward...

Sherman 
CampuS Phase 2 



Artist rendering of the future Community Centre, Prosserman JCC 
(Bathurst Street courtyard view)

This is a pivotal moment in the future of the 
Toronto Jewish community. The decision to 
move forward with the development of Sherman 
Campus Phase 2 reflects our community’s 
desire to provide its members with a much-
needed modern community centre in the 
Bathurst and Sheppard area – a hub of Jewish 
life where multi-generational programming 
takes place; a place that brings generations 
together, where seniors and children alike enjoy 
fun activities while embracing Jewish values. 

Our Community.  
Our Responsibility.  
Our Future. 

Please consider taking part and help us  
realize this dream. Call us today at (416) 631-5737.



We Built It and They Came
Iara and Gabi Make Vaughan Their Home Following Visit to Lebovic Campus

Iara Rudy grew up in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, in what she describes 
as a “Jewish bubble”.  A member of 
the local Jewish youth movement, 
Iara, who had many Jewish friends, 
attended a Hebrew day school, while 
her family belonged to the local 
synagogue.

Born and raised in Brazil, Gabriel 
(Gabi), a physician, was also 
brought up with a very strong 
Jewish background. “Although Rio’s 
Jewish community of approximately 
30,000 was not as big as the one in 
Argentina, I always felt connected,” 
explained Gabi.

Iara and Gabi met in Brazil when 
she was visiting a friend. Their 
personalities clicked instantly and 
they soon found themselves in a long 
distance relationship which continued 
online and through occasional visits. 

After two years of sharing a 
geographically-challenged relationship, 
the couple decided to move in 
together. When it came to deciding 

on a place to live, the couple knew 
that neither Brazil nor Argentina 
were options. “With ongoing crime 
and growing anti-Semitism in both 
of our home countries, we knew 
that we wanted to build a family in 
a safe place where there was also 
a welcoming Jewish community,” 
explained Gabi.

It didn’t take the couple long to 
agree that Canada was their best 
option. They applied for student 
visas and arrived in Toronto in 2008. 
Gabi started pursuing his Canadian 
medical licensing and after a couple 
of years he was given the opportunity 
to study Biotechnology and Genomics 
at Concordia University in Montreal, 
where the pair decided to move. 
After completing the program, Gabi 
obtained his Masters of Science in 
Experimental Medicine from McGill 
University while simultaneously 
working at the Jewish General 
Hospital. In 2011, Iara and Gabi got 
married. 

In 2012, Iara came to Toronto to 
visit some friends. “I came for a few 
days and my friend asked me to join 
her and some friends at the newly-
built Joseph & Wolf Lebovic Jewish 
Community Campus in Vaughan, 
where they took their kids for 
swimming and other activities every 
Sunday,” remembers Iara. She never 
imagined that walking into that brand 
new community centre for Jewish life 
would lead her to make a life-altering 
decision.

“Up until that point I was sure 
Montreal was where we were 
settling,” says Iara. “We lived in the 
town of Mount Royal, made some 
great friends, and Gabi had another 
year or so to complete his degree.” 

But something about the Lebovic 
Campus made Iara second-guess 
her decision to permanently settle 
in Montreal. “I was so blown away 
when I entered the Schwartz/
Reisman Centre. In front of me was a 
beautiful, bustling hub of Jewish life 
- a welcoming state-of-the-art facility 
with indoor and outdoor swimming 
pools, children running up and down 
the hallway from program to program 
with big smiles on their faces, Israeli 
flags all over, and Hebrew music 
playing softly in the background. It 
felt surreal… I felt like I belong.” That 
same day, Iara called Gabi to tell him 
about the community centre. “You 
should see this place… we’re moving 
back to Toronto!” she exclaimed. In 
June 2014, once Gabi completed his 
degree, Iara and Gabi moved back 
to the GTA with their one year-old 
daughter, Sophia, and bought a house 
in Vaughan, to be close to the Lebovic 
Campus. Almost immediately, Sophia 
was enrolled in the Gorman Goodman 
Shore Childhood Education Centre, 
which Iara raves about. “The day care 
centre alone was worth moving back 
to Toronto for,” she says. “Seeing 
Sophia so happy to go to school every 
morning says it all.” 

“We are ecstatic to be living in the 
Greater Toronto Area again,” says 
Gabi. “The Jewish community here 
is very warm and welcoming and the 
Lebovic Campus has filled a void not 
only for us, but for many other Jewish 
families that we’ve met since moving 
back to the area.”

PHOTOS:  
Left: Iara, Gabi and their daughter, Sophia

Right: Silver/Grossman Playground at 
the Gorman Shore Goodman Childhood 
Education Centre, Joseph and Wolf Lebovic 
Jewish Community Campus
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“We are ecstatic to be living in the Greater Toronto Area again,” 
says Gabi. “The Jewish community here is very warm and 
welcoming and the Lebovic Campus has filled a void not only 
for us, but for many other Jewish families that we’ve met since 
moving back to the area.” 
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UJa Federation Names the  
Ted and Elizabeth Sokolsky Community Square 
at the Joseph & Wolf Lebovic Jewish Community Campus

Over 250 members of Toronto’s Jewish community made 
their way to Vaughan’s Joseph & Wolf Lebovic Jewish 
Community Campus on Sunday, May 3, 2015, to honour 
Ted and Liz Sokolsky for their years of dedicated communal 
service. The event, chaired by Bonnie Goldstein and Linda 
Waks, was emceed by Julia Koschitzky and held at the 
Shirley Auslander Hall within the Leo and Sala Goldhar 
Conference and Celebration Centre. Guests included 
politicians, community leaders and philanthropists, many 

of whom spoke on behalf of the visionary couple and 
their accomplishments. The evening culminated with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony and the dedication of the Ted 
and Elizabeth Sokolsky Community Square. This beautiful 
outdoor space nestled in the heart of Lebovic Campus will 
serve as a pedestrian gateway and provide a hangout area 
and a meeting spot for students, seniors and families on 
their way to and from community programs and services.
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1. Guests enjoying the  
 dessert reception in the  
 Sharp Family Atrium
2. Top: Aviva Sokolsky,  
 Elliot Sokolsky  
 Bottom: Liz  
 Sokolsky, Leah  
 Segalowitz, Ted Sokolsky
3. Laurie Siegel,  
 Steve Ain, Gary Siepser,  
 Leslie Gales 

4. Syd Cooper, Ted  
 Sokolsky, Gerry Halbert
5. Sara and Harry Gorman
6. Carol Seidman, Janice  
 Benatar, Peter Seidman
7. Morris Zbar and Ted 
 Sokolsky
8. Ted Sokolsky and Guela  
 Solow-Ruda
9. Linda Waks, Event  
 Co-Chair and Fred Waks 
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10. Kitty and George Grossman
11. Henry Wolfond and  
 Henry Koschitzky
12. Liz Sokolsky, Leah  
 Segalowitz, Aviva Sokolsky,   
 Ted Sokolsky, Elliot Sokolsky
13. Honey Sherman and  
 Leslie Gales
14. Larry Tanenbaum and  
 Barry Sherman
15. Edwin and Joyce Goldstein 

16. Consul General DJ    
 Schneeweiss, Henry and  
 Julia Koschitzky
17. Leslie Gales and Keith Ray 
18. Charles R. Bronfman
19. Julia Koschitzky, Emcee
20. Consul General  
 DJ Schneeweiss
21. The Honourable Maurizio   
 Bevilacqua, Mayor of Vaughan
22. Rosanne Ain and Judy Engel
23. Lisa and Allan Brown

24. Morris Zbar and Margaret   
 Levendel-Zbar
25. Ted Sokolsky and  
 Livana Ohayon
26. Rita and Charles Bronfman
27. Judy Engel,  
 Tina Erlich, David Engel
28. David Engel and David   
 Goldstein
29. Jackie Shulman and  
 Bonnie Goldstein,  
 Event Co-Chair

30. Ted and Liz Sokolsky,   
 Bonnie and David Goldstein
31. Faye Minuk and Joel Maser
32. Beverley Fein
33. Larry Tanenbaum,    
 Ted Sokolsky, Judy    
 Tanenbaum, Liz Sokolsky
34. Leo Goldhar
35. Morris Perlis



A lot can be said about the Wolfond 
Centre for Jewish Campus Life, but 
when it comes straight from the heart 
of someone who benefits from the 
Centre on a daily basis, it means far 
more.

Located on Harbord Street, on the 
University of Toronto downtown 
campus, this thriving hub of 
Jewish life – an initiative of UJA 
Federation’s Tomorrow Campaign - 
has been serving students for over 
11 years, functioning as a full-fledged 
community facility with meeting 
rooms, lounges, a spiritual room, a 
resource room and more. 

The Wolfond Centre is also home 
to Hillel of Greater Toronto – a UJA 
beneficiary agency that promotes 
Jewish identity, student leadership 
through programming and events, as 
well as inspires students on campus 
to make an enduring commitment to 
Jewish life… students such as Meir 
Cohen.

“The Wolfond Centre offers a great 
learning and hangout space”, says 
20-year-old Cohen, who moved from 
Winnipeg to Toronto over a year 
ago to pursue his Architecture and 
Geography studies at the University of 
Toronto.

When Meir describes the Jewish 
community of Winnipeg, he talks 
about a close-knit, Zionistic group of 
close to 13,000 who cares deeply 
about Israel.

 “I have been instilled with Jewish 
values and a love for Israel for as 
long as I can remember,” says Cohen 
who also spent a year in a Jerusalem 
Yeshiva before moving to Toronto.

It was a natural move for Meir to 
join U of T’s Israel on Campus (IOC), 
a student group dedicated to the 
creation of a positive image of Israel 
among students. Supported by Hillel, 
financially and through professional 
guidance, the IOC group uses the 
Wolfond Centre regularly to meet and 
plan programs, as well as for tabling 
material storage.

“I have a friend who got me involved 
almost immediately after I arrived in 
Toronto,” says Meir. Although the anti-
Israel students seem to have been 
“calmer” over the past few months, 
he recalled a significant event that 
took place last year. 

“A group of anti-Israel students set 
up a table to demonstrate check 
points in the West Bank, acting out 
what happens when a Palestinian 
gets stopped by an IDF soldier,” says 
Meir. “We had received word about 
this planned protest beforehand and 
were ready with an excellent counter-

protest just in time, which went 
extremely well.”

There are approximately 2,500 Jewish 
students at U of T, many taking 
advantage of the various resources 
the Wolfond Centre and Hillel provide 
- Lunch ‘N’ Learn programs, a library, 
Shabbat dinners, free wi-fi, Sidurim 
and the popular ‘Harvey’s Table’ 
program - a weekday Kosher dinner 
offered to students for a symbolic five 
dollars. 

“The location of the centre is 
incredibly convenient for U of T 
students,” says Meir who frequents 
the centre on a daily basis. “But U 
of T students are not the only ones 
using the Wolfond centre. Students 
from other campuses, like Ryerson 
and York University, are also aware 
of the great programs that are 
advertised regularly on social media, 
and participate in the various social 
activities, especially the Shabbat 
dinners.”

This extraordinary centre of Jewish 
life would not have been possible 
without the outstanding gift made 
by the Wolfond family – one of 
our community’s lead family 
philanthropists – to UJA Federation’s 
Tomorrow Campaign. More than a 
decade after its establishment, the 
Wolfond Centre for Jewish Campus 
Life has become a Toronto landmark 
that will continue to serve young 
members of our community for years 
to come, including those who come 
from Winnipeg.

Wolfond Centre for Jewish Campus Life  
a decade Later

There are approximately 2,500 
Jewish students at U of T, 
many taking advantage of the 
various resources the Wolfond 
Centre and Hillel provide - 
Lunch ‘N’ Learn programs, a 
library, Shabbat dinners, free 
wi-fi, Sidurim and the popular 
‘Harvey’s Table’ program

PHOTO:  
Meir Cohen outside the Wolfond Centre 
for Jewish Campus Life - 36 Harbord 
Street, Toronto
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UJA Federation of Greater Toronto 
is proud to announce that Warren 
Kimel and Leslie Gales are this year’s 
recipients of two prestigious UJA 
Federation Awards - the Ben Sadowski 
Award of Merit and the Harold 
Lederman Award respectively.

Created in 1960, the Ben Sadowski 
Award of Merit is the single most 
significant acknowledgement Toronto’s 
Jewish community bestows upon a 
volunteer with outstanding leadership 
qualities and years of involvement in 
the Jewish and general communities. 
Warren Kimel, who has devoted many 
years of his life to help lead Jewish 
Toronto, certainly fits the bill.

Having held numerous leadership 
roles, including Chair of the UJA 
Annual Campaign, Chair of UJA 
Federation’s Israel and Overseas 
Committee, long-serving member of 
the Tomorrow Leadership Cabinet, 
President of the Board of Baycrest 
Foundation Hospital, B’nai Brith 
Toronto Freedom Lodge and Beth 
Sholom Synagogue, Warren knows 
that a community is only as strong as 
its volunteers. “I am privileged to have 
the ability to volunteer my time and 
show leadership,” he said. “I hope 
my actions inspire future generations 
to sustain and grow the wonderful 
community that we have worked so 
hard to create for them.”

Leslie Gales, an inspiring leader 
in her own right, has always 
exemplified strong values and 
a passion for Jewish communal 
life. Named for the late Harold 
Lederman - a man who was driven 
by a keen social conscience and 
strong support for Jewish communal 
life - the Harold Lederman Award 
recognizes exceptional commitment 
and achievements in innovative 
approaches to community challenges. 
Leslie Gales personifies these 
qualities and more.

Chair of UJA Federation’s Tomorrow 
Leadership Cabinet since 2005, a 
Past Chair of the UJA Federation 
Board of Directors, and a member 
of the UJA Federation Investment 
Advisory and Gift Acceptance 
Committees, Leslie also sits on the 
Executive Committee of the Jewish 
Federations of North America. In 
the community-at-large, Leslie is 
involved with a myriad of prominent 
organizations, including Mount Sinai, 
United Way and the AGO Foundation. 

When asked how she managed 
to volunteer over the years while 
managing a successful business, 
Leslie responded: “Each and every 
one of us, if we choose, has the 
ability to make a difference at any 
level of involvement. The key is for all 
of us to get involved and play a role in 
shaping our community.”

UJa Federation Honours Warren Kimel 
and Leslie Gales for years of outstanding 
Leadership and Philanthropy

Both Warren’s and Leslie’s passion 
and dedication are evident in their 
staunch support of communal life, 
Jewish continuity and Israel. We are 
so fortunate to have them in our 
community, and we look forward to 
many more years of their involvement 
and leadership. Mazal Tov!

Leslie Gales and Warren Kimel accepting 
their awards at the 10th Annual UJA 
Federation Awards Night, June 10, 2015
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doing the right Thing Takes Care of 
Both Sides of the Balance Sheet
Professional Advisory Committee of the Jewish Foundation 
of Greater Toronto name ‘Jewish Foundation Suite’ within UJA 
Federation’s Alex & Genia Grossman Family Headquarters at 
the Lipa Green Centre

Known as PAC, the Professional 
Advisory Committee of the Jewish 
Foundation is a dedicated group 
of lawyers, accountants, financial 
advisors and insurance brokers.

PAC is dedicated to creating increased 
value to all stakeholders involved 
in philanthropy through the Jewish 
Foundation. “This is a volunteer 
committee that adds real value to 
the work of the Jewish Foundation 
and its donors, thereby benefitting 
the community as a whole”, said Joel 
Cuperfain, Chair of the Professional 
Advisory Committee and Vice 
President and Estate Planning 
Specialist at RBC Wealth Management 
Financial Services Inc. “In recent 
years, advisors have become more 
attuned to the values of their clients, 
many of whom are dedicated to 
charitable giving. And this is also 
the kind of volunteer work, where 
doing the right thing is also doing a 
bright thing for business. When we as 
advisors take a proactive approach to 
philanthropic planning with our clients, 
we build deeper, richer relationships. 
This enhances loyalty and strengthens 
the services we provide.”

This year, PAC has cemented its 
commitment by making a Tomorrow 
Campaign group gift, naming the “PAC 

“We wanted to come together, 
as a group, and be part of a 
commitment to excellence in  
a campaign that will define  
our community for decades  
to come.”

PHOTOS: 
Top: Joel Cuperfain, Chair of the Jewish 
Foundation Professional Advisory Committee

Right: PAC Seminar held on June 10, 2015 in 
the Tamari Family Hall, Lipa Green Centre

Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto 
Suite” located within the Alex & Genia 
Grossman Family Headquarters on 
the 6th floor of the Lipa Green Centre.    

“Raising infrastructure funds on the 
scale required for the future health 
of our community can certainly prove 
a daunting task,” notes Cuperfain. 
“It took a lot of vision to see what 
the needs were going to be some 
15 years ago when the Tomorrow 
Campaign was founded. As proud 
members of PAC, we felt that true 
leadership was about more than 
introducing potential donors to the 
Jewish Foundation. We wanted to 
come together, as a group, and be 
part of a commitment to excellence 
in a campaign that will define our 
community for decades to come. 
Applying the fundamentals is what 
advisors do. We all believe that 
building centres of Jewish life in our 
community is one of the absolute 
fundamentals.” 
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MALkA GReeN z”L 
A Life Honoured And remembered

On June 21, 2015, we lost a cherished and valued member of our community 
- Malka Green. Malka inspired all those who knew and loved her with her 
elegance, generosity, and deep passion for the Jewish Community’s wellbeing 
and for the arts. In 2009, along with her husband Al, Malka was honoured 
for making an outstanding Tomorrow Campaign gift that made possible the 
revitalization and renovation of the Lipa Green Centre for Jewish Community 
Services. The UJA Federation family feels fortunate and privileged to have 
known Malka Green. Her legacy of leadership and love of community will live 
forever. May her memory be for a blessing.

Photo: Malka z”l and Al Green at the Grand Opening of Sherman Campus Phase 1 
Development, Lipa Green Centre for Jewish Community Services, September 2009


