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David Mann, vice mayor, city of Cincinnati

In May 1982 I had the privilege to visit Israel just as the war with Lebanon ended. I was 
then the mayor of Cincinnati and traveled with elected officials from across the country to 
learn a great deal about the 1982 war and its immediate aftermath. We visited Sidon, Tyre 
and the outskirts of Beirut.

I also visited Netanya, an Israeli city with which the Cincinnati Jewish community was just 
forming a relationship. Next year, we’ll establish a formal sister city relationship with 
Netanya.

Now, I am once more in Israel, this time as part of the Success by 6 Exchange, a 
collaboration between the Success by 6 initiative and the Jewish Federation of 
Cincinnati. Twenty-one of us are here to learn about programs in Israel that enrich the 
lives of 3- and 4-year-old children and prepare them for kindergarten and beyond.

Five of us serve on the Cincinnati Preschool Promise Steering Committee that is developing 
an initiative to assure tax-supported, quality preschool education for all of our children. 
Thousands have signed written pledges of support.

We believe this initiative can make a tremendous difference. The evidence is strong that 
spending money on better preschool programs saves far more in the long run with more 
employment, less crime and smaller incarceration costs.

Israel has provided subsidized preschool on a sliding scale for the past 20 years. Since 2013, 
it has been provided to each child in the two years before kindergarten.

Monday, we learned about Paamonim, a nonprofit assisting families in financial difficulty 
with a focus providing families the tools to take responsibility for their financial affairs.

We next journeyed to Rechovot to learn about PACT (Parents and Children Together). PACT 
provides education, welfare and health programs for Ethiopian-Israeli children and their 
parents in 14 Israeli cities. One of our speakers, Dr. Rami Sulimani, was in Cincinnati 
recently working with the Strive Partnership, one of the architects of the Preschool Promise.
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Tuesday, we left the comfort of the Tel Aviv area and traveled as far south as the Gaza 
Strip. We learned of the challenges and trauma for children living in southern Israel. A 
massive indoor Gymboree was built in Sderot by the Jewish National Fund under the 
leadership of our own Stanley Chesley. This facility has safe rooms providing protection from 
the Hamas missiles that are only 15 minutes away.

We ended Tuesday with a visit to Moshav Netiv Ha’asarah, right on the border with Gaza. 
The warning time for the 200 families living here, when a Hamas missile is coming, is six 
minutes. We talked with the father of three small children who is torn between his love of 
his work and his community, and his concern for the harm this environment could cause his 
children.

We could not help thinking about the parallels between these families and some Cincinnati 
families raising children in the face of violence.

We will be very busy for the next four days, and it is clear that we will head home with new 
insights for improving the educational opportunities for Cincinnati’s preschool children.
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