


ABOUT 
JCRC

The JCRC is a unique Jewish institution in our community. Our board 
convenes a common table for open, representative, and inclusive 
discussions driven by a desire for consensus. We identify issues, 
articulate positions, and develop strategies, programs, and approaches 
to advance the public affairs goals and objectives of our community. 

We are supported in our efforts by the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, 
which serves as an umbrella for JCRCs across the country, as well as 
Jewish Federations of North America Washington office. Additionally, 
Ohio Jewish Communities works on our behalf in Columbus.

The Cincinnati Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) was 
established in the 1930s during a time when antisemitism in America 

– and right here in Cincinnati – was much more overt and menacing. 
While the times are different, the work of the JCRC remains 

focused on the survival and security of the Jewish people 
in our community and nation, in the Jewish and democratic 

State of Israel, and throughout the world. But we recognize 
that this survival and security relies on collaboration, 

relationship-building, advocacy, open communication, 
education, understanding, respect, and justice. 

 
With this in mind, we have organized our work 

around six values. All actions taken by the JCRC 
board are driven by at least one of these values.

 
I   Mutual Understanding and Respect

II   Religious Liberty
III   Education and Knowledge

IV   Compassion for the Vulnerable 
     and Bereft

V   Just and Peaceful Resolution 
     of Disputes

VI   Israel

Interested in
getting involved? 

Feel free to contact us. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Jewish Community Relations Council  
8499 Ridge Road  |  Cincinnati, OH 45236  |  (513) 985-1500

Sarah Weiss, Executive Director 
sweiss@jfedcin.org
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Executive Committee 
 Michelle Kohn, President 
 John Youkilis, Immediate Past President
 Gary Greenberg, Past President
 Greg Landsman, Vice President
 Walter Spiegel, Vice President 
 Ronna Greff Schneider, Vice President

Board Members 

 Mark Barsman** 
 Dr. Gavi Begtrup
 Michael Bergman
 Jon Blatt
 Alan Brown
 Harvey Cohen
 Shep Englander*
 Jon Entine
 Arna Poupko Fisher
 Tedd Friedman*
 Dr. Greer Glazer
 Joanne Grossman
 Rabbi Shena Jaffee 
 Jared Kamrass**

We thank our outgoing board members 
for their service to the JCRC:

 Jessica Baron 
 Scott Lichtenthal

Staff 

 Sarah L. Weiss, Executive Director 
 Dr. Michael Rapp, Director Emeritus 
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Rabbi Margie Meyer
Bobby Oestreicher
Nina Paul
Penny Pensak**
Dan Rapp
Dr. Jay Rissover
Jacob Rubin
Dr. Michael Safdi
Ben Schneider**
P.G. Sittenfeld
Rabbi Miriam Terlinchamp**
Bonnie Juran Ullner
Dr. Gary Zola

 *Ex-officio member
**Nominated for the 2016-2017 term



COMMUNITY AND 
GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS

Sponsored twenty of Cincinnati’s most 
respected civic and education leaders 

for an exchange with Israel designed 
to help tackle one of our top local priorities: 

early childhood education for children in 
poverty. Our delegation included the Vice Mayor, 

the superintendent of Cincinnati Public Schools, 
community health experts from local universities 

and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, and executives 
from United Way, YMCA, and YWCA. 

Partnered with The Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati and 
the Regional Economic Development Initiative of 

Cincinnati to bring 12 Israeli business leaders to our city. 
Included in the Israeli group were CEOs from banking, 

software, security, and healthcare. Presenting Cincinnati 
companies included the Brandery, Cincinnati Children’s 

Hospital Medical Center, the Manufacturers Association of Israel, 
the Mayerson Family Foundation, Mayerson JCC, Michelman, Inc., 

and Standard Textile.  
 

Advocated on behalf of Ohio House Bill 476, which would prohibit 
any state agency from contracting with a company that is boycotting 
or divesting from Israel. The bipartisan bill was authored by Kirk Schuring, 
and sponsored by Speaker Cliff Rosenberger and a group of 
representatives including Ron Amstutz, Kevin Boyce, Tim W. Brown, 
Nicholas J. Celebrezze, Jack Cera, Timothy Derickson, Denise 
Driehaus, Bill Hayes, Jeff McClain, Stephen Slesnick, Robert Sprague, 
and Fred Strahorn.  

Advocated for increased awareness of Cincinnati’s children in 
poverty. We hosted a community forum featuring the leaders of 
key initiatives seeking to reduce disparities in the African-American 
community, and working to help lift children out of poverty through 
preschool and expanded programs in public schools. 

We advocate for the priorities of the local Jewish 
community. We develop meaningful relationships with 
ethnic, religious, civic, business, and academic leaders 
and strengthen ties with our policy makers. We support 
initiatives that enhance the strength and vitality of 
Cincinnati’s diverse communities. This year we:



In response to divisive political 
rhetoric, we called for increased 
compassion toward the Muslim 
community. Inflammatory rhetoric conflicts 
with the values of the JCRC, which call for 
mutual understanding, respect, and religious 
liberty. The JCRC believes there is no place in 
America, a nation founded on religious freedom, 
for discrimination on the basis of religion or ethnicity. 
It is during times like these that we must be advocates 
of justice and human dignity, never forgetting the renowned 
teaching of our ancient sage Hillel, who said: “That which is 
hateful to you, do not do to your fellow.”

We maintained relationships with our elected officials at the local, 
state, and federal levels. In particular, we met to advocate for a 
continued, strengthened US-Israel relationship and increased 
sanctions against Iran for its ballistic missile testing program.

We represented the Jewish community in the interfaith Metropolitan Area 
Religious Coalition of Cincinnati where JCRC board member Rabbi Margie 
Meyer serves as president. This year MARCC obtained a city resolution for 
a new ID card that will be important for those in poverty who do not have 
government-issued ID cards. We also worked closely with Faith Community 
Alliance as the group convened faith and nonprofit service organizations 
for a regular exchange of ideas.
 
We celebrated International Human Rights Day at Hebrew Union 
College’s Skirball Museum by exploring the lives of four local women 
who have fought for justice, human rights, and civil rights. Moderated by 
Rabbi Miriam Terlinchamp, we presented Dr. Catherine Roma, founder of 
several prison-based choirs; Betty Daniels Rosemond, a young Freedom 
Rider in the 1960s; attorney Jennifer Branch, who has spent her career as 
a civil rights lawyer; and Iris Roley, tireless advocate for Cincinnati Police 
Department reform. 



EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCE
We serve as a resource for education and information 
about Israel, Judaism, and Jewish culture for both the 
Jewish community and the many diverse communities 
of greater Cincinnati. This year we:

Developed an educational series 
in response to the Iran Nuclear 

Deal with a full spectrum of expert 
perspectives. Our speakers included the 

Israeli Consul General, an AIPAC policy 
expert, an American Jewish Committee 

Congressional liaison, an expert member of 
Secretary John Kerry’s negotiating team, and 

President Obama, who thought enough of the 
views of the Jewish Federation system to do a live 

webcast with us. We brought in Dr. Robert Satloff, 
Executive Director of the Washington Institute for Near 

East Policy, who stressed the importance of nonpartisan 
community organizations in providing balanced, 

educated perspectives.  
 

Presented the pilot Israel on Campus Fellowship, 
Cincinnati’s first pre-college program for college-bound Jewish 

high school seniors. The Fellowship taught participants about the 
history of Israel and prepared them for potential anti-Israel bias that 

is commonly found on today’s college campuses. 

Continued to coordinate Jewish presenters for the Religion Beyond 
Dogma class. The course is part of the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute (OLLI). For many students, the course is their sole 
exposure to the Jewish community.



We presented a conversation with Rabbi 
Rami Shapiro on the challenges of interfaith 
dialogue at First United Church of Christ of 
College Hill. The event was co-sponsored 
by the Bruggeman Center for Dialogue at Xavier 
University, the Islamic Community Center of 
Cincinnati, First UCC, and MARCC. 
 
We presented three films at the Jewish and Israeli 
Film Festival that gave glimpses into unique aspects 
of life in Israel. Rock in the Red Zone took us to Sderot, 
a tiny town on the Gaza border, where teens survived 
thousands of Hezbollah rocket attacks by heading to 
underground bomb shelters and creating their own music. 
Oriented introduced us to three gay Arabs who have found 
safety in Tel Aviv. Operation Sunflower took us back to the 
first days of Israel’s nuclear program. 

We helped plan and coordinate the Kids 4 Peace Camp, 
which works to create peacemakers of Christian, Muslim, and Jewish 
children. St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, the Islamic Center of Greater 
Cincinnati, and Adath Israel Congregation will host the four-day camp. 
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JEWISH & ISRAELI
M A Y E R S O N  J C C

F I L M  F E ST I VA L

Mystery, History, Mischief and More!

This program and others funded in part by:

& other generous donors.

12 Films. 5 Venues. 1 Month.

WATCH TRAILERS & BUY TICKETS: 

MAYERSONJCC.ORG



ISRAEL 
ADVOCACY & 
JEWISH SECURITY

Considered, debated, and 
educated our community about 

the controversial Iran Nuclear Deal. 
The board consulted with experts, engaged 

with community leaders, hosted educational 
forums with diverse experts, spoke with 

colleagues across the country, and analyzed 
and reviewed key articles that laid out divergent 

perspectives. Throughout the process, it was clear 
that our Jewish community agrees that Iran must be 

prevented not only from reaching nuclear capability, 
but also from sponsoring terrorism. The JCRC process 

listened to, acknowledged, and respected the diverse 
opinions on whether the current agreement would achieve 

that outcome.  

Presented a Breakfast Briefing on Israel featuring Israel’s 
deputy consul general for the mid-Atlantic region, Moran Birman. 

Birman came to Cincinnati to attend the Cincinnati-Israel Business 
Summit, hosted by the Regional Economic Development Initiative 

(REDI) of Cincinnati, which he sees as an ideal opportunity to strengthen 
business ties and relations between Israel and the Cincinnati region. 

Monitored situations and took action – both behind the scenes 
and in the public sphere – to help keep our Jewish community secure. 
We collaborated with SAFE Cincinnati to provide the leaders of our
Jewish institutions and others with the latest security information 
from the FBI and area police.

Since our founding in the 1930s as a response to
antisemitism, our work has focused on protecting 
Jewish security, recognizing that this is dependent 
on a just society for all. Each year, we convene 
events, expert briefings, and issue-driven forums 
focused on Israel and other issues of importance 
to the Jewish community. This year we:



Addressed calls to our office about 
antisemitic incidents in schools and work 
places from many educators, parents, and 
grandparents of students, employees, and others. 
JCRC counseled these individuals on how best to 
handle the situation and connected them with 
appropriate partners and information.

Organized and presented a conference call on 
terrorism and counterterrorism with Dr. Matthew 
Levitt, the Fromer-Wexler fellow and director of The Washington 
Institute’s Stein Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence. 
Dr. Levitt has played a central role in efforts to protect the US 
financial system from terrorist attacks.

In partnership with the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati’s Israel Center 
and the Mayerson JCC, we organized the third season of the Israelity 
Speaker Series to bring social innovators from Israel to Cincinnati, where 
they share firsthand accounts of modern-day Israel.




