
January 23, 2017 (Tevet 25, 5777) 
 
 
To:    Jewish Community Relations Council Members 
    Interested Parties 
 
From:     Bob Horenstein, Director of Community Relations and Strategic Initiatives  
      
Re:         Minutes from January 18 JCRC Meeting 
 
 
Attending: Michael Weiner (Chair), Bob Horenstein (Director), Randie Peterson (Immediate 
Past Chair), Michelle Bombet Minch (Israel Advocacy), Hank Kaplan (Legislative Advocacy), 
Joel Glick (P’nai Or), Jeff Reingold (JCRC Exec. Committee, by phone), Marilyn Abend (JCRC 
Exec. Committee), Nancy Becker (Havurah Shalom), Jerry Cohen (Shir Tikvah), Naomi Angier 
(Beit Haverim), Susan Marcus (Cedar Sinai Park), Doug Blauer (Neveh Shalom), David Wolf 
(Kol Ami), Elizabeth Friedenwald (Beth Israel), Arden Shenker (JCPA), Yoni Kahn-Jochnowitz 
(at-large), Rabbi Michael Cahana (at-large), Neil Simon (at-large, by phone), George Okulitch 
(lobbyist), Laura Renner-Satushek (Federation staff).  
 
Announcements 
The Havurah Shalom Tikkun Olam Committee is presenting a screening of the film “The Lost 
Boys of Portlandia,” which deals with homelessness, on March 1 at 7 pm. 
 
D’var Torah 
Randie Peterson discussed Shemot, the first portion in the book of Exodus. A new pharaoh arises 
who did not know Joseph, ushering in a long period of oppression and bondage.  
 
Legislative Advocacy 
Senator Steiner Hayward. Lobbyist George Okulitch introduced State Senator Elizabeth 
Steiner Hayward, who chairs the Ways and Means Subcommittee on Human Services and serves 
on the Subcommittee on Public Safety. Senator Steiner Hayward said her main focus will be on 
the budget, which will be the legislature’s biggest challenge. She noted that some one-time 
monies are gone, that the Federal government is requiring states to contribute more toward 
Medicaid, and that the repeal of the Affordable Care Act, which has been “good for Oregon,” 
will add to the projected budget deficit. The senator said she expects a $1-billion shortfall in the 
Health Authority and another $500-million shortfall in the Department of Human Services.  
 
The senator said her top priorities are raising the legal age for tobacco and e-cigarettes to 21; 
controlling the price of pharmaceuticals; and protecting “the most vulnerable Oregonians.” She 
would also like to work on revamping Oregon’s tax code, which, she said, is “surprisingly 
regressive.” The senator said that she sees a good chance for the adoption of “very reasonable” 
gun violence prevention legislation.  
 
Asked about homelessness, she noted that the term is often used in too narrow a sense. It should 
include, for example, low-income working families who have been evicted because they couldn’t 



afford to pay the rent when one of the household wage earners became ill and couldn’t work. The 
senator noted that there will be several bills to address homelessness, including rent stabilization 
and ending no-cause evictions. Asked about the JCRC’s anti-BDS resolution, Senator Stein 
Hayward said she is adamantly opposed to the BDS movement, but is hesitant about the 
resolution, not wanting to give BDS proponents added attention. She said if the resolution comes 
to the floor of the Senate, she will vote for it.  
 
Upcoming events. A legislative coffee with Oregon Democratic Senators Ginny Burdick and 
Richard Devlin will be held on Jan. 23 at the home of Hank Kaplan and Marni Glick. The 
following Monday, Jan. 30, Jeff and Francine Reingold will host a gathering with Oregon 
Majority Leader Jennifer Williamson. Interfaith Advocacy Day, for which the keynote speaker is 
Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum, will be held on Feb. 7 in Salem.  
 
Israel Advocacy 
City council/Caterpillar update. Bob Horenstein explained what occurred at the Portland City 
Council hearing on December 21 with regard to the proposal to place Caterpillar on the city’s Do 
Not Buy list due to the use of its bulldozers by the Israel Defense Forces. Mr. Horenstein 
reported on his conversation with Commissioner Nick Fish, who made the following points with 
him: 
 

 There was a lot of work behind the scenes to get Commissioner Novick, who established 
the SRI Committee, to “pull the plug on the vote,” but Novick insisted on holding the 
hearing 

 The council didn’t have “clear standards” and that allowed the agenda to “be hijacked by 
some people who have a strong opinion about certain companies” 

 Fish and Commissioner Saltzman felt that agreeing to invest only in government 
securities for the next quarter (a proposal made by Commissioner Fritz) gives “those who 
feel the process is broken” a needed pause 

 The decision made on Dec. 21was that “no company would be added to the Do Not Buy 
list” 

 The BDS backers, despite what they are declaring publicly, were “upset” that the council 
did not single out Caterpillar  

 The new council will work through these issues but “there’s not going to be a majority to 
put Caterpillar on the DNB list” 

 It’s conceivable that the SRI process could ultimately be scrapped 
 
 
BDS at PSU. Mr. Horenstein reported that a group from the Israel Advocacy Committee recently 
met with Lindsey Capps, the state’s chief education officer, and David Reese, general counsel 
for Portland State University. The meeting focused on suggestions that PSU could consider 
adopting to address the problem of anti-Semitism, much of it stemming from BDS activism, on 
the campus. No specific plan of action was agreed to by the meeting participants and further 
discussions will be necessary. 
 
StandWithUs Israel emissary. Michelle Bombet Minch announced that the StandWithUs 
shlichah, Timna Rockman, is now in Portland. One of the objectives of this program funded by 



the Federation, is to get Ms. Rockman, who is 26, into the public high schools to give 
presentations about Israeli history, culture or politics. JCRC members are urged to pass along 
any school contacts to Ms. Minch.  
 
Intergroup Outreach 
Intergroup Outreach. Rachel Rothstein Nelson informed the council that the Intergroup 
Outreach Committee met on January 9. The committee’s goals are as follows: 1.) generally 
speaking, deepening relationships with other faith and ethnic communities; 2.) creating dialogue 
opportunities with the local Hispanic community; 3.) continued dialogue and partnership with 
the African-American community; and 4.) ongoing conversations and exploration of 
opportunities for collaboration with the LGBTQ and Muslim communities.  
 
The Intergroup Seder will take place on April 6th at the MJCC; JCRC members are strongly 
encouraged to attend.  
 
 
JCRC Observer Policy 
The council adopted the following policy by a vote of 14 to 0 with 4 abstentions: 
 
“Observers may attend JCRC bimonthly meetings whenever there is a vote scheduled on any 
public affairs issue. Observers are permitted to attend only during the discussions/deliberations 
that precede the scheduled vote. Individuals wishing to observe are requested to give at least 24 
hours prior notification to the JCRC leadership (chair or professional) and must be a member 
of a JCRC-affiliated organization. Observers may speak if, and only if, called upon by the JCRC 
chair. Appropriate decorum is required or attendance may be denied.” 
 
JCPA Draft Resolutions 
It was explained that draft resolutions, which each year are considered at the annual policy 
conference of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA), can be submitted by JCRCs, 
national JCPA-affiliated organizations (e.g., the ADL, American Jewish Committee, National 
Council of Jewish Women) or JCPA task forces. This year’s conference will be held Feb. 25-28 
in Washington, D.C. (the JCPA is the national umbrella body of the JCRCs). 
 
The council unanimously approved the following three resolutions (click on links below): 
 

 Domestic and Sexual Violence  
 Federal Judicial Vacancies  
 Voting Rights 

 
A lengthy discussion ensued on the following resolution: 50th Anniversary of the 1967 War. A 
motion to delete the paragraph in lines 27-32 was defeated by a vote of 8 to 6 with 1 abstention. 
Amendments (recommendations to the JCPA) that were adopted are as follows: 

 Replace the phrase “Israel’s detractors” wherever it appears with “opponents of Israel’s 
right to exist.” The rationale for this change is that sometimes those who express 
legitimate criticism of Israel are improperly labelled as “detractors.”  

http://www.jewishpublicaffairs.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/02/2017-Federal-Judicial-Vacancies-Resolution-V4-w-case-statement.pdf
http://www.jewishpublicaffairs.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/12/JCPA-DV-Resolution-2017-JL-edit-3.pdf
http://www.jewishpublicaffairs.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/12/JCPA-VRA-Dec-2017-Draft-3-1.pdf
http://www.jewishpublicaffairs.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/12/JCPA-50th-Anniversary-Resolution-v2-jl-edit-2.pdf


 In lines 13-14, delete the word “consistently” so that the sentence reads, “Israel has 
struggled to achieve peace with its neighbors…” 

 Reword line 47 to read, “[Jerusalem] should be undivided with access to all religious 
sites protected…”  

 
The council unanimously approved the resolution as amended. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 pm. 


