
 

  



 

Dear Friends, 

We are pleased to send you this month's update to the Board of Governors 
on activities, challenges, and ongoing issues.  

We always welcome your feedback and comments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESCUE OF YEMENITE JEWS  

On March 20th, a group of Yemenite Jews landed 
in Israel following a complex covert operation by 
The Jewish Agency for Israel. Some two hundred 
Jews have been secretly rescued from Yemen by 
The Jewish Agency in recent years, including 
several dozen in recent months, as threats against 
the Jewish community have increased and the 
country has descended into civil war. 
 
Nineteen Jews arrived in Israel in recent days, 
including 14 from the town of Raydah, and a 
family of five from Sanaa. The group from Raydah 
included the community’s rabbi, who brought 
with him a Torah scroll believed to be 500 - 600 
years old.  
 
This is a highly significant moment in the history of Israel and of Aliyah. From Operation 
Magic Carpet in 1949 until the present day, The Jewish Agency has helped bring more than 
51,000 Yemenite Jews home to Israel.  
 
Attacks against Jews in Yemen have risen sharply since 2008, when Jewish teacher Moshe 
Ya’ishNahari was murdered in Raydah. In 2012, AharonZindani was murdered in Sanaa and a 
young Jewish woman was abducted, forced to convert to Islam, and forcibly wed to a 
Muslim man. As Yemen has descended into civil war and the humanitarian situation in the 
country has worsened, the Jewish community has found itself increasingly imperiled. As a 
result, we undertook numerous covert operations to spirit them out of Yemen to Israel. 
 
Some fifty Jews remain in Yemen, of whom 40 live in Sanaa, in a closed compound adjacent 
to the U.S. embassy and under the protection of Yemeni authorities. They have chosen to 
remain in the country without Jewish communal or organizational infrastructure. We will 
continue to assist any Jew who wishes to make Israel his or her home. 
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BOARD MEETINGS IN TEL AVIV AND PARIS 

We thank you for joining us 
at the Board of Governors 
meetings last month, in Tel 
Aviv. Your participation and 
leadership is not something 
we take for granted and we 
deeply appreciate your taking 
the time and the effort to be 
with us. Thank you for your 
support. 
 
And now, looking ahead: we 
urge you to register soon to 
join us at the Board meetings 
in Paris in June. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet the people whose lives we touch, 
and experience firsthand the vital services that we provide in France, especially in light of 
the recent wave of French Aliyah and the situation of the French community. We are excited 
to meet with this special Jewish community and express our solidarity with them.  

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FEBRUARY BOARD MEETINGS  

These board meetings allowed us to experience up-close some of the inspiring and 
meaningful work we do, and to discuss pertinent issues on our collective agenda.  
 
Opening Plenary 
The Opening Plenary featured Israel’s Minister of Housing, MK Yoav Galant, who discussed 
the government’s new joint project with The Jewish Agency to build and subsidize rent for 
more than 2,600 new homes.  We also marked the 30th anniversary of Natan Sharansky’s 
release from Soviet prison. 
 
Site Visits 
Our Site Visits took us to southern Israel to see the many ways that The Jewish Agency is 
helping to rehabilitate the region in the wake of 2014’s Operation Protective Edge. Our visits 
with lone soldiers, young social activists, community leaders, Loan Fund beneficiaries, 
immigrants, and college students were heartwarming, memorable, and deeply inspiring. 
 
Group I visited the IDF Urban Warfare Training Center and heard a security briefing by Lt. 
Col. Omer Levin, who shared a few lessons learned during and after Protective Edge. 
 
In the Eshkol Regional Council, we witnessed the wonderful relationship between Eshkol 
and Mexico through their Partnership2Gether programs. The Mayor, Mr. GadiYarkoni, also 
shared his personal story: He was injured during Protective Edge, and experienced an 
amazing recovery before becoming Mayor.   
 
In Sderot we were hosted at the newly-opened “BasarBasar” restaurant, which received 
assistance from the Ness Jewish Agency Loan Fund. There we were joined for lunch by 
directors of Partnership2Gether regions in the South. 
 
From Sderot we headed “next door” to The Jewish Agency’s Ibim Absorption Center to hear 
from the President of Sapir Collegeand to meet with Sapir College students who are living at 
Ibim and received Jewish Agency scholarships after Operation Protective Edge. 



 

MenahemElbaz is a co-owner of Sky Gym in Jerusalem, 
which is a beneficiary of Jewish Agency Loan Funds. 

 

 
Group II stopped first for a guided tour of the Ariel Sharon IDF Training Base. Along with 
lone immigrant soldiers we ate a standard-issue lunch at the military cafeteria, then headed 
to the vehicles simulator to participate in a training. 
 
In Yeruchamwe were hosted by Mayor Michael Bitton at the DerechEretz program – one of 
our Mechinot (pre-army leadership development programs). There, we heard about the 
impactful work DerechEretz is doing with its participants; about life as part of the Young 
Community in Yerucham; about “Beit Tzvi,” their Jewish Agency-supported Ketzevproject; 
and about the soon-to-open Food Co-op in Yerucham and its significance to the community. 
 
Closing Plenary 
At the Closing Plenary, the Minister of Aliyah and Absorption, MK Ze’ev Elkin, explained 
that his Ministry and The Jewish Agency have a unique opportunity to work together to 
make Israel the first-choice destination for those Jews deciding to leave their countries of 
origin. Addtionally, Ambassador Ron Prosor, former Israeli Ambassador to the United 
Nations, gave a fascinating overview of relations between Israel and the international 
community.  We also had the opportunity to meet Joshua Fogelson, the new CEO of JAID, 
and Lara Bashkoff, the new Chief Marketing Officer.   
 
At the Closing Plenary we passed a resolutioncalling on the Government of Israel to 
continue its substantial support of Aliyah promotional activities and to increase efforts for 
successful absorption of new olim. 

 

SMALL BUSINESS LOAN FUND FOR JERUSALEM 

Due to the current wave of terrorism 
in Jerusalem, many businesses are 
suffering, and many small-business 
owners approached us for assistance. 
In turn, we approached the UJA-
Federation of New York, 
whoimmediately designated 
$200,000, which enabled us to assist 
some 50 businesses in procuring loans 
of 100,000 NIS (approximately 
$25,000).  
 
Based on the needs we saw, we 
decided to create a special Loan Fund 
designated for strengthening and 
developing small business in Jerusalem 
supporting businesses with working 
capital loans. The UJA-Federation agreed to allocate matching funds, and at the same time 
the Ministry of Jerusalem Affairs gave assistance in the amount of 4.85 million NIS (around 
$USD 1.2 million) to support small businesses. These funds will enable  
The Jewish Agency to help more than 400 businesses in Jerusalem. 
 
To date, in the framework of the joint project, nearly 50 loans at a sum of $5 million have 
been granted (and another 13 loans amounting to $1.25 million were given from the 
contribution solely by the New York Federation).  



 

 

FUND FOR THE VICTIMS OF TERROR 

The Fund for Victims of Terror provided financial support to more than 100 people injured 
in shootings and stabbings across the country since Rosh Hashannah, and to 20 families who 
lost their loved ones. Our activity received wide, positive coverage in the Israeli media. 
 
The Fund currently stands at $USD 4 million, donated by the Jewish Federations of North 
America, Keren Hayesod, and individual donors. 

 

NEW GOI PARTNERSHIP TO SUPPORT ALIYAH FROM FSU 

The Russian-Speaking Jewry Unit recently formed a new cooperation agreement with the 
Ministry of Immigrant Absorption to increase Aliyah awareness in the former Soviet Union. The 
partnership will allow for dozens more Aliyah seminars, more Aliyah fairs, more meetings with 
Israeli representatives who talk to potential immigrants about Israeli culture and employment, 
more summer camps, and more Hebrew ulpan classes for those Jews who are interested in 
Aliyah. Our cooperation begins in 2016 and we welcome this important step in expanding our 
work with the Government of Israel. 

 

PROJECT TEN 

The Project TEN marketing team visited New York from February 22nd to March 3rd, during 
which time they visited Federations, university groups, Hillels, synagogues, leadership groups, 
and elite Jewish high schools. 

  

The promotion week culminated in a 
high-profile event at the residence of 
the Israeli Consul General, Ido Aharoni. 
The event was attended by more than 
80 leaders, professionals, 
philanthropists, and Project TEN alumni 
from the North American Jewish 
community.  

 

 

P2G@20 Opening Event: April 4, 2016 

Partnership2Gether (P2G), The Jewish Agency’s flagship “Peoplehood Platform,” is marking its 
20th anniversary.  The opening mega-event will take place on the evening of April 4th in Rosh 
Ha'ayin, and will be hosted by the Mayor of Rosh Ha’ayin and by the Rosh Ha’ayin—New 
Orleans Partnership. In the spirit of New Orleans, the event will be a jazz and food festival. Some 
450 people who are involved in P2G in Israel and overseas are expected to attend. 
 
The event will open four days of educational tours, meaningful gatherings, and site visits to 
P2G projects all over Israel. The closing event will be held April 7th at the Peres Center for Peace 
with former President Mr. Shimon Peres, Mr. Natan Sharansky, and Amb. Dan Shapiro (inv.).  
Ms. Raya Strauss Ben Dror is chairing the events. 

 

 


