
The Region’s 
Premier Pre-School 
Child Care Program

•	9	AM-	1	PM	daily.	
•	Lunch	and	snack	provided.	
•	Before	and	after-care	available.
•	One	of	the	region’s	longest	operating	
pre-school	programs.
•	4:1	student-teacher	ratio.	
•	Personalized	instruction.
•	Specials	include	dance,	music,	cooking,	
library,	gym,	and	bowling.	
•	All	faiths	welcome.
•	Scholarships	available.	

Take your Tour
Contact:	

Sara	Pisarz,	Director	

JCC 
60 South River Street

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
570.824.4646

www.jewishwilkes-barre.org

J.C.C. 
Wilkes-Barre
Pre-School

academic 
insTrucTion 
in a fun, loving 
environmenT 
for 2-5 year olds

LimiTeD 
oPeninGs
Register	now	
for	2015-2016

NEW JEWISH WAR VETERAN DISPLAY AT THE DAVIDOWITZ LOUNGE

SANDY RIFKIN PRESENTS BEN AUGUST RUN AWARDS. SPONSORED 
BY SANDY RIFKIN IN MEMORY OF HER FATHER, BENJAMIN AUGUST.

FROM THE ARCHIVES: CIRCA 1952 JCC HEADqUARTERS CONSTRUCTION
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The Campaign for the Sidney 
and Pauline Friedman Center 
for Jewish Life has entered an 
exciting, crucial phase. With an 
official name, a highly successful 
October 4 groundbreaking event 
in the history books, and nearly 
$7 million raised, the question 
is no longer if the project will be 
completed, but when. 

In the coming months, 
campaign leadership will share 
new ways for community members 
to make an investment in the 
project and our collective future, 
including the opportunity to honor 
loved ones with engraved bricks 
or tiles. The latest interior designs 
for the Center will be unveiled 
soon. 

In his speech at the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
appealing to all members of 
the Wyoming Valley’s Jewish 
community, JCA President Mitch 
Kornfeld stated that “this project 
has come a long way. We need 
your support more than ever. Let 
this day be a sign that there is a 
brighter future, that we can work 
together, and that each one of 
us can make a difference. Past 
generations did it for us; it is now 
our turn to pay it forward.”

In making a transformational 
gift and having the Center named 
in honor of their parents, siblings 
Rob Friedman and Anne Glauber 
have made a tremendous 
investment in the Wyoming 
Valley Jewish community. The 
campus, which will be located at 
613 Third Avenue in Kingston, 

will provide much-needed 
space for educational, social, 
cultural, recreational, and 
religious activities. The efficient, 
beautiful and state-of-the-art 
building will replace the aging 
Jewish Community Center and 
Jewish Family Service buildings 
in Wilkes-Barre. There is also 
the potential to include other 
appropriate vendors to provide 
needed services.

Friedman, a local businessman 
who owns the River Street Jazz 
Cafe, believes that a contemporary 
Center is a crucial component 
of a vibrant 21st century Jewish 
community. Along with Chuck 
Cohen and Paul Lantz, Friedman 
had originally purchased the land 
set aside for the Center and donated 
it to the community. The father of 
two girls, Diane, 13, and Haley, 
11, Friedman is championing the 
Center so his children, and all of 
the area’s children, will live in a 
vibrant Jewish community and have 
access to all the opportunities the 
new Center will offer.

A community center of this 
type, he said, will attract families 
to the area and create new 
ways for people to deepen their 
connections and expand their 
horizons.

“This project is so important 
to our community,” said 
Friedman. “It will guarantee its 
future for many years to come.”

Glauber, who lives in 
Manhattan, is a public relations 
professional and a visionary 
philanthropist. She is the founder 

of NO MORE (www.nomore.org), 
the first national effort to unify 
domestic violence and sexual 
assault organizations across the 
nation under one overarching 
symbol.  

Anne has called the Center 
“a wonderful concept that will 
offer our community so much 
value. Regarding my parents, 
the lessons of their lives are their 
legacy. This contribution makes 
their legacy tangible.”

The new Center has been 
named for two individuals who 
devoted their resources and time 
to the betterment of the entire 
community. Pauly, who died 
six years ago, took an active 
and leading role in a number 
of organizations, including 
Misericordia University, King’s 
College, Interfaith Council of 
Wyoming Valley, Penn State, 
Home Care Management of 

Luzerne County, and Luzerne 
County Children and Youth. 
Sidney, who ran a family-owned 
electrical supply business, 
offered philanthropic support 
to all these organizations and 
more. The couple funded the 
Friedman Observatory on Penn 
State’s Wilkes-Barre campus as 
well as the “Pauly House” for 
single mothers at Misericordia.

The entire Friedman family 
has set an example for us all. 
As the campaign moves into 
its outreach phase, let us all 
emulate their commitment to 
the Wyoming Valley and make 
it our own. The entire campaign 
leadership team calls on all 
members of our community to 
support this project meaningfully 
and enthusiastically. Regardless 
of your resources, what is most 
important is that you participate 
and support the project.

Fundraising Is Strong And Plans Nearly Complete For The 
Sidney And Pauline Friedman Center For Jewish Life

ANNE, SYDNEY, ROB 



EvENTS & CuLTurE

For more information 
on Adult and Cultural 
Programming, contact 
Barbara Sugarman at 

570-824-4646.

Sarah’s Pantry 
and Kosher Meals 

on Wheels
Kosher food is available for 

those with financial difficulties 
through Sarah’s Pantry, open 
Wednesdays only from 1 – 3 PM. 
Kosher meals on wheels delivery 
is available. For more information, 
contact Barbara Sugarman at 570-
824-4646.

LOMER REDDEN 
YIDDISH SERIES

THURSDAY DECEMBER 3, 2015 
10:45 AM

Eli Fleisher and Ruth 
Sten will discuss the essence 
of Yiddish Humor with jokes 
and laughter.

Please join us for lunch 
immediately following class.  
Remember to make your 
reservation for lunch 24 
hours in advance.

Mah Jong 
for 

Beginners
The ages old Mah Jong is wildly 

popular around the world.  

“There is still 
some debate 
about who 
created the 

game.“
“One theory is that Chinese army 

officers serving during the Taiping 
Rebellion created the game to pass 
the time. Another theory is that a 
nobleman living in the Shanghai 
area created the game between 
1870 and 1875. Many consider the 
modern American version a remake 
of a Jewish game, as many American 
Mah Jong players are of Jewish 
descent.  The NMJL was founded by 
Jewish players and is considered a 
Jewish organization.“ – Wikipedia

Join us every Wednesday at 1 PM 
to learn how to play Mah Jong. 

Men’s Club 
“remembering 

the Heights” 
series 

A panel discussion was 
held about the “good old 
days” in the Heights:  The 
shops along Market Street 
in the Heights section.....
Dinkle’s Pharmacy, the 
Tischler Bakery, Kaplan’s 
Furniture, Greenberg’s 
Deli, Finklestein’s Shoes, 
Willy’s Coffee shop, Walter’s 
Hardware, and more. 

Remembering the Heights with Irv Moskow



EvENTS & CuLTurE
We’re Looking 

for You!
The Jewish Community Alliance is sending out news 

regularly via e-mail.  If you are not getting these e-mails, it 
can be only because we do not have your e-mail address.  
Please send an immediate email to denise.garofalo@
jewishwilkes-barre.org or gail.wachtel@jewishwilkes-
barre.org.  If you DO NOT have an e-mail address, please 
call Denise or Gail at 570-824-4646 and they will put you 
on a postal mailing list so that you do not miss community 
Jewish functions.

TALLIS WEAvING
There is no better gift for your special Jewish 

loved one than a hand-woven tallis.  Call Steve 
Nachlis at 570-824-4646 to make arrangements. 

Awesome Crowd at NEPA Jewish Food Festival

A Packed Weiss Auditorium 
for Chicken Thursday.

<< FROM THE 
       ARCHIVES: 

1943 JCC 
Postal Card

>> 
FROM THE 

       ARCHIVES: 
1953 Blueprint, 
Bowling Lanes



EvENTS & CuLTurE

Let’s Build 
Our Future .... 
TOGETHEr!

For additional information on how 
you can be part of this effort, contact JCA 
Executive Director Danny Goldberg at jca.
exec@jewishwilkes-barre.org  or call 570-
824-4646.

Let’s Do Lunch
Join us every Thursday for “Chicken Thursday” at the JCC.  

Lunch is a differently prepared scrumptious chicken dish each 
week.  JCA President Mitch Kornfeld will be available to answer 
your questions.

Remember Congregate Meals are $2.00 if you are 60 and over 
and registered in the program; Otherwise meals are $6.00.

Be sure to make your reservations at least 24 hours in advance 
for this informative and delicious lunch.

FRIEDMAN CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE GROUNDBREAKING WITH DAVID SCHWAGER, 
LARRY COHEN, CHUCK COHEN AND SALLY COHEN

The Longevity 
Genes Project

The JCC is working with Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine on their Longevity Study which includes Ashkenazi 
Jewish people aged 95 and older.  If you know anyone that 
will qualify for this study please call Barbara Sugarman for 
more information.  This could be an exciting breakthrough 
for the medical community.

  What if people could live to be 100 and beyond and still 
be healthy, active and engaged?

What if there were a way to age without a slow and painful 
decline?

In the Longevity Genes Project at Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine, Dr. Nir Barzilai and his team conducted genetic 
research on more than 500 healthy elderly people between 
the ages of 95 and 112 and on their children.

The identification of longevity genes by Einstein researchers 
could lead to new drug therapies that might help people live 
longer, healthier lives and avoid or significantly delay age-
related diseases such as Alzheimer’s disease, type 2 diabetes 
and cardiovascular problems.



Are you a 
regular at 

Amazon.com? 
When you shop at 

AmazonSmile, Amazon 
donates 0.5% of the pur-
chase price to Jewish 
Community Alliance of 
Northeastern PA. Book-
mark the link http://smile.
amazon.com/ch/24-
0796936 and support 
us every time you shop.  
Thank you!

The Dr. robert 
Capin Current 
Events Class 
Continues!

Join us every Tuesday at 
12:45 pm for a discussion on 
the day’s most timely events. 
This is a discussion group aimed 
at keeping all involved on top 
of the current “hot-button” 
issues. It’s educational, fun, and 
enlightening.  Stay informed, 
have your say and hear others 
who may have a different 
perspective.

SENIOr 
NEWS

Fellowship! Fascinating 
speakers! The Men’s Club is 
made up of a group of men 
approximately 65 years of age 
and older. 

It’s an informal group that 
meets Tuesdays at 11:15 am 
or 11:30 am depending on the 
agenda. We have extremely 
interesting speakers every 
other week.

On days with speakers, 
the Men’s Club is open to all 
(members or not).

Men between the ages of 
55 and older (we’re trying to 
get a little younger) who belong 
to the JCC will find friends, 
camaraderie and a good time 
at the Men’s Club. 

Dues are inexpensive ($10 a 
year). After the meeting stay for a 
delicious lunch catered by Steve 
for $2.00 (another bargain). 

After lunch and 
conversation stay to attend 
the Capin Current Events 
class or play cards. 

Why stay home when you 
can enjoy the company of 
friends, speakers, conversation 
and food every Tuesday with 
the Men’s Club at the JCC. 
Give us a try, and you’ll like it. 

Transportation can be 
arranged by calling Barbara 
Sugarman at 570-824-4646.

What Makes The 
Men’s Club Special? The gate entrance to the JCC 

building is now in operation.  You 
must bring your entry card to 
gain entrance to the JCC parking 
lot.  This is an important security 
measure.

If you do not have a card or 
have lost it, a new card can be 
purchased at the front desk for 
$25.00.

Please refrain from buzzing 
the front desk for entry unless you 
are a guest.

We appreciate your help.

ATTENTION 

JCC 
MEMBErS
& visitors

JCC Book 
Club

“The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-time,”
a novel by Mark Haddon

December 17 
lunch in Weiss at 12:00; 

book club 12:30 pm 
in Rifkin

Mazel Tov to 
elina levinson on 
the bar mitzvah of 
her grandsons, Max 
levinson, son of 
Gregory and Pam 
and Daniel, son of 
Michael & Heather.



Capital Campaign

The Building and Capital Campaign Committees for the new Friedman 
Center for Jewish Life on Third Avenue in Kingston actively continues planning 
and raising funds for the new complex. Thanks to everyone who has helped 
with this exciting project!  Continue to follow our progress in the Friedman  
Center for Jewish Life Newsletter, email updates and on Facebook. JCA Growth 

Committee 
Welcomes 

New 
Families
Under the leadership of Dave 

Kayton, the JCA Growth Commit-
tee works to make our community 
welcoming to newcomers to the re-
gion by offering trial memberships 
to the JCC, and mix and mingle 
programming for all. If you know 
of a Jewish family or individual 
who has recently relocated to the 
Wyoming Valley, please let Bar-
bara Sugarman know so that they 
can be welcomed. FROM THE JCC ARCHIVES:  

1941 MINSTREL SHOW.  ANY FAMILIAR FACES?

FROM THE ARCHIVES: JCC 1943 HIGH SCHOOL MAILER
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE SERVICE 
AT RIVER STREET COMMONS



Parents: Need 
a break?

Just a few openings left in 
NE PA’s premier Child Care/
Early Childhood program. 
JCC’s convenient center city 
Wilkes Barre location. Call Sara: 
570-824-4646 or email: sara.
pisarz@jewishwilkes-barre.org

EITC Funds

The Jewish Community Alliance of NEPA has been a long-
time approved Scholarship Organization and Pre-K Scholarship 
organization in the EITC Program through the Pennsylvania Department 
of Community and Economic Development. The funds we receive 
through the EITC Program assist children from pre-school age through 
high school attending the JCC Pre-school , Cheder Menachem and 
Bais Menachem programs.  We very gratefully acknowledge donations 
through this program from the following businesses:

A. Rifkin Company
Benco Dental
Dr. Matthew Berger
Bridges General Contractors
Community Bank
First National Community Bank (FNCB)
Frontier
Luzerne Bank
M&T Bank
Medico Industries
NBT Bank
Penn Footwear
Universal Health Services
Waste Management
Weis Markets

BUSINESSES: ENJOY E.I.T.C. TAX BENEFITS WHILE SUPPORTING 
JCA PROGRAMS. PLEASE CONTACT:
DANNY GOLDBERG, JCA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
AT 570-824-4646 FOR MORE INFORMATION

FIRST NATIONAL COMMUNITY  BANK (FNCB) E.I.T.C. DONATION

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

 The JCA Board is looking for 
volunteers with experience working with 
children in an education or daycare 
context to serve as members of the early 
childhood education committee.  

This committee will be looking into 
creating new programming as well as 
adapting our current offerings to optimally 
serve our youngest community members.  
Anyone interested, please send an email 
to David.Lantz@gmail.com and let David 
Lantz, the committee chair, know of your 
interest.  

HARVEST HAPPY HOUR 
AT THE WOODLANDS WITH 

BARBARA SUGARMAN, 
BUDDY HAMMERMAN AND 

RENEA CONSTANTINE HAMMERMAN



What are you 
waiting for?  

Come back to the J for … Yoga … Spinning … Healthy 
Steps … Wise & Well… Swim Lessons for young and old… 
Water Aerobics … Strength Training … and more!

FITNESS NEWS
Fitness at the JCC

The single underlying foundation to good health and 
longevity is staying active!  Nothing is more important than 
your health…and nothing helps insure your good health and 
vitality than the full-service exercise and fitness programs 
available here at the JCC. 

Your JCC offers everything you need to feel young! 
•	 Full	size	gymnasium;	
•	 Four	lane,	20	yard	indoor	heated	pool;
•	 Fully	equipped	exercise	room	including	a	full	line	of	

strength training equipment; 
•	 Complete	men’s	and	women’s	health	club,	shower,	and	

locker facilities;
•	 Internationally	certified	personal	trainer	on	staff;
•	 Massage	therapy	by	appointment

Yoga Class 
with Colleen
 Join Colleen Walsh every Monday 

at 4:30 pm for Yoga Class.  $5.00 per 
class - free for members.  Stretch & 

Strengthen, Improve overall health & relieve stress.

The 56th Annual Milton Brown JCA Golf 
Tournament held at Fox Hill Country Club

Fitness & 
Wellness

JewishWilkes-Barre.org

Jewish Community Alliance
of Northeastern Pennsylvania

JCA

aTTeNTIoN all 
WaTeR aeRoBIC 
PaRTICIPaNTS

  
The pool heater has a new timer. Our goal 

is to have 84 degree water at 10:00 a.m.  
Come check it out!!!

Special thank you to Harold’s Pharmacy for providing flu 
shots to members and staff.



FITNESS NEWS
Massage 
Therapy 

Our professionally trained therapists 
are available on an on-call basis. We 
offer the following massages:

•	 Sports	 rejuvenating	 massage:	
Performed with deeper pressure; 
includes range of motion assessment 
and stretching.

•	Therapeutic:	A	firmer	massage	for	
clients with chronic or acute discomfort. 
Helps to relieve “knots”.

•	 Ultimate	 relaxor:	 This	 is	 a	 slow,	
gentile massage to relieve stress and 
tension. This light touch will relax 
your mind and body and promote 
circulation.

•	Pre-natal:	Done	by	a	trained	and	
certified Prenatal Massage therapist to 
help alleviate muscular discomforts, 
sore feet, swollen ankles and tension. 
Abnormal pregnancies must consult a 
physician first.

All sessions are by appointment 
only. Please call Bill Buzza at 824-4646 
for more information.

Fitness  Hours 
at the JCC

The JCC Fitness Center is 
open until 9:00 pm, Monday 
through Thursday evenings. 
Please be sure to use your card 
for entrance into the parking lot 
and building. The buzzer system 
will not be available.

For more information on 

Fitness programming, 

please contact Bill Buzza at 

570-824-4646, ext. 232.

Looking for 
Mayrutz 
runners!

The Mayrutz Run will be held 
on Sunday,  December 6.

We need you to carry the torch. 
Call Barbara Sugarman at 570-
824-4646.

A new high flying year begins for 

the JCC basketball leagues. 

More than 120 children ages 5-12 

participate.  Sign up your child today!

Men, join our Senior Men’s 

Basketball League.

As our Girls Basketball Director, 

Leslie Livingstone, says, “Each and 

every girl improves their fundamentals 

throughout the season. They have so 

much fun while playing competitive 

basketball. That’s what this league 

is about. We are looking forward to 

expanding the league this year.”

Many thanks to the sponsors of 

this year’s league and our League 

Commissioner, Bruce Weinstock, for 

all of his help.

 FROM THE ARCHIVES:  1943 Triple 
Header Basketball Ticket

Northampton 
St. Leagues 
Basketball 

Starts 
December 

13th!



FITNESS NEWS
Aquatics at the J

POOL HOURS: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sunday

6:00am - 8:00am Lap Lap Lap Lap Lap Lap

7:00am - Noon Rec/Lap

9:00am - 10:15am Rec/Lap Closed Rec/Lap Closed Rec/Lap Rec/Lap 

10:15am - 11:00am *Aqua Aerobics Open Closed Rec/Lap *Aqua Aerobics Open

11:00am - 1:00pm Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap

3:00pm - 5:00pm Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Closed

5:00pm - 7:00pm Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Rec/Lap Closed

Water Aerobics
Toning, stretching, and aerobic exercise to music! An invigorating workout! Classes 

are Monday and Thursday from 10:15am until 11:00am. Cost is $5.00 and free for 
members. For more information, please contact Bill Buzza at 824-4646, ext. 232.

Private and Semi-Private 
Swim Lessons

The JCC Aquatic Department is offering private and semi-private swim lessons for ages six months through adult. Lessons 
vary in time and day in accordance to members’ schedules. Cost of private lessons is $15 per half hour session. Semi-private 
lessons cost $10.00 per half hour session. For more information, please contact Bill Buzza at 824-4646, ext. 232.

Do you want to gain muscle? Or simply add some 
definition? Or do you just want to get in shape? Are you 
recovering from an injury and need to exercise? Do you 
want to improve your athletic performance?

The JCC’s internationally certified personal trainer 
can help with all that and more. This person is a coach, 
role model, educator and cheerleader who will custom-
ize a program to fit your needs and schedule. Some 
people may want to use a trainer several times a week. 
Others may just want an occasional check-in with a 
trainer to get feedback. It’s all up to you! Call Bill Buzza 
for package prices at: 824-4646, ext. 232.

Starting 2015 the JCC kicks off a new program under the 
auspices of famed swim instructor, our own Rick Evans. This 
dynamic course hones water skills for infants and toddlers.  
Rick and his swim staff will help parents and children conquer 
fears and acquire a strong sense of comfort and safety in 
the water. The class will include instruction and drills to help 
parents reinforce their child’s progress. 

Call Rick directly to secure your spot. 570.824.4646 or 
570.947.6766.

Please note: Lessons for all ages can be arranged.   

Personal 
Training 
at the JCC

The rick Evans Swim School 
For Infants And Toddlers



CAMP NEWS

JCC Camp to 
Open June 14

For more than 80 Summers, The Jewish 
Community Center Day Camp, the region’s 
longest operating and largest camp system, 
has brought priceless fun, life-long memories 
and fellowship to thousands of children. The 
JCC Camp will open its 10-week season on 
June 14th and on August 19th.

Campers have the choice of more than 
45 activities including boating, canoeing and 
sailing at Harvey’s Lake, archery, swimming, 
arts and crafts, street hockey, Ga-Ga, Jewish 
culture, nature and gardening, lacrosse, biking 
and much more.

Continuing this year is our CIT (counselor in 
training) program for eighth and ninth graders 
and a pre-camp program at the Campsite.

Thanks to JCC Camp Chairperson, Rob 
Friedman and the Camp Committee for all 
their work improving the facilities and offerings 
of the Camp for 2016.

CAMP FOR 2016 WILL RUN FOR 
10 WEEKS FOR CHILDREN AgE 2 
THROUgH 7TH gRADE

Dates are: Tuesday, June 14th - Friday, 
 August 19th.
Camp tours: Sunday, May 15th & 22nd, 1-3 pm
 & Monday, June 6th, 1-3 pm.
Staff Orientation: Tuesday, June 7th; 
 Wednesday, June 8th; Thursday, 
 June 9th at campsite.
Open House: Thursday, June 9th at 6:00 pm, 
 rain or shine, at campsite.
CIT Program for 8th & 9th graders:  
 Monday, June 20th-Friday, July 29th.
Autistic Camp Program: Monday, 
 July 11th - Friday, August 5th.

JEWISH COMMuNITY 
CENTEr DAY CAMP
WINTER CAMP ACTIVITIES FOR 4TH 

THROUGH 9TH GRADE GIRLS & BOYS
Directed by Rick Evans, Camp Director 
& Sara Pisarz, Assistant Camp Director

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
Trip to Great Wolf Lodge in the Poconos
Bus leaves the Friedman Center for Jewish Life (613 Third Avenue, 
Kingston) at 8:30 am
Bus returns to the Friedman Center for Jewish Life (613 Third Avenue, 
Kingston) at 5:30 pm
Activities include Water Park, lunch, ice cream social
Please send bathing suit & 2 towels and no more than $20.00 
spending money
Fee: JCA Member: $80.00       Non-JCA Member: $90.00
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
8:30 am-9:15 am Programs at JCC Building
Bus to Chacko’s Bowling at 9:15 am
Bowling at Chacko’s 9:30 am-11:30 am
Lunch at JCC 11:45 am
1:00 pm Trip to Movies 14
Parents pick up at JCC at 4:00 pm
Fee: JCA Member: $47.00       Non-JCA Member: $52.00
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:30 am-9:00 am Programs at JCC Building
9:00 am Bus leaves for JCC Day Camp
9:45 am Programs and lunch at JCC Day Camp site including sleigh 
riding, indoor gym activities, arts & crafts1:00 pm Roller skating at 
Back Mountain Roller Rink
Pick up at JCC at 4:00 pm
Please send sled & clothing for sleigh riding, change of clothes and 
roller skates
Fee: JCA Member: $47.00     Non-JCA Member: $52.00
Note: Before and After Care is available at the JCC each day from 
7:30 am-8:30 am and afternoons from 4:00-5:30 pm. Fee is $5.00 
per hour for each child.
*For members - If you child attends all 3 days fee will be $160.00 if 
paid in full by December 21, 2015.
For non-members - if your child attends all 3 days, fee will be $180.00 
if paid in full by December 21, 2015

Continued >>



CAMP NEWS

Program for 
Autistic Campers Set 

Joan Kleinman, Director of the JCC Autistic Camp recently 
announced that the dates for this year’s program will be June 
11-August 5, Monday through Friday. Schedule includes 
transportation, lunch and activities including basketball, 
gimp, tennis, nature, ropes course, softball, cooking, archery, 
soccer, volleyball, kickball, and swimming. The camp is known 
throughout the area for the outstanding programs that are 
offered for children and young adults with autism.

JCC CAMP GYM 
AvAILABLE FOr rENTAL 

Schools, churches, community groups:  Enjoy NE PA’s 
year-round indoor heated full gymnasium!  Ideal for your 
sports, recreation, and social events.  Convenient location.  
Call Rick at: 570-947-6766.

Mark Your Calendar - 
Camp Dates 2016

Camp starts on Tuesday, June 14
Camp Tours: Sundays, May 15th & 22nd; Monday, June 6th.
Staff Orientation: June 7th, 8th, 9th at campsite.
JCC Camp Open House: Thursday, June 9th at 6 pm.
First day of Camp:  Tuesday, June 14
Autistic Camp: Monday, July 11th - Friday August 5th.
CIT Dates: Monday, June 20th - Friday, July 29th.

ANNUAL SPLASH & DASH SWIM/RUN
SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH, 2016  

JCC CAMP, HARVEY’S LAKE • 10:00 AM - RAIN OR SHINE!
PRE-APPLICATION DEADLINE: JUNE 15, 2016

Race day applications also accepted (One parent or
guardian must be in attendance at the race)

Splash and Dash Age groups: 7-9; 10-11; 12-14
Questions: Lou Ciampi, Jr. 570-654-4040
Tracey McGurk 570-709-1827
For more information: www.GardenVillageRace.com

WINTER CAMP ACTIVITIES FOR
AGES 4 TO 3RD GRADE GIRLS & BOYS 

Directed by Rick Evans, Camp Director 
& Sara Pisarz, Assistant Camp Director

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
8:30 am-4:00 pm at JCC Building
Program includes swim, gym activities, arts & crafts, lunch
Please send a bathing suit and two towels
Fee: JCA Member: $30.00
Non JCA Member: $37.00

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
8:30 AM-9:15 am Program at JCC Building
9:15 am Leave JCC for Chacko’s Bowling
9:30 am 11:30 am bowling at Chacko’s
11:45 am Lunch at JCC
1:00 pm Trip to Movies 14; Return to JCC for pick up 
at 4:00 pm
Fee: JCA Member: $47.00
JCA Non Member: $52.00

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:30 AM-9:00 AM Program at JCC Building
9:00 am Leave JCC for camp sleigh riding and lunch
9:45 am Programs and lunch at JCC Day camp site 
including sleigh riding,
indoor gym activities & arts & crafts
1:00 pm Roller skating at Back Mountain Roller Rink
Pick up at JCC at 4:00 pm
Bring sled for sleigh riding, change of clothes and roller 
skates
Fee: JCA Member: $47.00
JCA Non Member: $52.00

Note: Before and After Care is available at the JCC each 
day from 7:30 am-8:30 am and afternoons from 4:00-
5:30 pm. Fee is $5.00 per hour for each child.

JOE MITCHNECK AND HAL LEVINE, PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE JCC MEN’S 
BOWLING LEAGUES, RECENTLY MADE A DONATION TO THE JCC DAY CAMP 
FROM THE MEN’S BOWLING ASSOCIATION.



New in the 
Just Judaica 

Gift Shop

Maccabee on the 
Mantel Book and 
Plush Gift Box Set

	•	Gift	 set	 including	 Maccabee	 on	 the	
Mantel plush, hard cover book and 
dreidel

•	Teaches	 the	 story	 of	 the	 Maccabees	
and Hanukkah

•	2014	 Creative	 Child	 Product	 of	 the	
Year Award Winner

•	Includes	the	Hanukkah	blessings	and	a	
family traditions page in the book
Come and discover the wonderful 

world of Judaica.  At Just Judaica at the 
JCC, we have a beautiful selection of all 
things Jewish for you to choose from, in-
cluding Kiddush cups, apple and honey 
dishes, Menorahs, hostess gifts and many 
more - we are your Judaica store.

 See our new collection of gifts from 
“Inspired Generations”....Fun gifts to take 
for the holidays or for yourself.
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Raising Jewish community 
funds. Have you made your 
JCA gift? 

Harvest Happy Hour at the Woodlands with 
Roy Kaplan and Adriene Kempler Kaplan.

The Growth Committee and 
Early Childhood’s Harvest Happy Hour at the 

Woodlands raised much needed funds 
for the JCC’s Early Childhood Education program.

The 2015 Fortinsky Lecture
“Get a Big Bang out of Genesis”

                    
Renowned scientist, Dr. Herman Presby, will deliver the 2015 Fortinsky 

lecture at 7:30 PM on Wednesday, December 2 at Congregation Ohav 
Zedek. The lecture, “Get a Big Bang out of Genesis,” is a cutting edge 
blend of cosmology and evolution. The lecture is free and is open to the 
entire community.

Dr. Herman Presby is a world renowned scientist who specializes in 
photonics.  Dr. Presby joined Bell Laboratories in 1972 where he was a 
Distinguished Member of Technical Staff , an award given for a sustained 
record of achievement and innovation. 

Presby was appointed  Manager of the Photonics Applications 
Research and Development Group at Lucent in 1998. In this capacity he 
led several key photonics programs. Among them is the research effort 
in Free Space Optical Transmission where he is responsible for many of 
the record-breaking innovations in this field which have earned him the 
Business Communications System’s Presidents award for team excellence. 
He is the originator of new ideas and programs in Ultra High Speed Data 
Transmission, Optical Cryptography, Optical Key Generation, Planar 
Waveguide Amplifiers, and Fiber radiation studies. 

Dr. Presby has published more than 180 papers in scholarly technical 
journals, is the editor of one book and has some 200 US and foreign 
patents granted and applied for. 

As of June 2000 Dr. Presby was associated with Terabeam Corporation 
as part of a Lucent-TeraBeam Alliance where he held the position of Research 
Architect.  Dr. Presby is a Fellow of the Optical Society of America and has 
contributed his expertise in photonics and patents throughout Lucent, the 
government, at Terabeam, and now as a consultant. Dr. Presby is a senior 
lecturer for Gateways. 

 Congregation Ohav Zedek, 242 South Franklin Street, Wilkes-Barre, 
PA 570.825.6619.

THANKSGIvING
CONGrEGATE MEAL  

A special Thanksgiving 
Congregate Meal was held on 
Thursday, November 19 with a 
dinner with all the fixings and 
dessert. Thank you to all our 
sponsors.



Ben August Memorial run & Walk
Best in the Valley Competed at 2015 Ben August Run/Walk 

More than 60 runners and walkers and over 100 
supporters came out on Sunday, November 1 for one of the 
most competitive road races of the year in the Wyoming Valley. 
This year’s Ben August Memorial Run/Walk, sponsored by 
Sandy Rifkin in honor of her father Benjamin August, saw the 
three top male runners in the area vie for the title.

 In the End, Robert Moulton broke the tape in 14:53 to 
win his first Ben August. Fastest Man in the Valley winner, Jeff 
Skwierz, was second in 14:58, while course record holder, 
Chris Wadas, was third in 15:02.

 On the women’s side, Kelly Ciravolo cruised to a minute 
and a half victory in 18:22. River Street Run winner, Emily Bell, 
was second in 20:14. Third place went to Erin Griffin in a time 
of 20:52.

Bubbe’s 
2015 

Chanukah 
Dinner

Jewish Community Center
Sunday, December 6th, 2015

5:30:  Outdoor Candle Lighting
6:00:  Chanukah Dinner
 ·  Traditional Roasted Chicken Dinner
 · Potato Latkes with Apple Sauce
 ·  Vegetarian Options available   
  on Request.
Call Barbara Sugarman with your reservation by 
November 23rd.

ISRAELI SCOUTS WOW THE JCC 
AT ANNUAL PERFORMANCE

>>
MAKING CANDY 

SUSHI AT JCA 
SUSHI NIGHT 

WITH DEVORAH  
HELMUS 

WEINBERG

SUSHI NIGHT, SATURDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 14, 2015, 
WITH CHAYA MUSHKA HERSHKOP, 

CHANA HERSHKOP AND DEVORIE NEWMAN

 Congratulations to this year’s 2015 Ben August Overall 
Run/Walk Winners: Jeff Knutson (Overall Male Walk); Elaine 
McLaughlin (Overall Female Walk); Sandy Rifkin, (Sponsor); 
Kelly Ciravolo (Overall Female Run); and Robert Moulton 
(Overall Male Run).

 FROM THE ARCHIVES:  JCC Home Camp scrapbook 1953



JCA Mission
Statement:
To provide programs
and services which
foster the well-being
of our local community
and Jews at home, in
Israel and around the
world through continuous
learning, charitable
works, social
and educational and
recreational services.

Officers of the JCA
Mitch Kornfeld, President
Barbara Bell, MD, Vice President
Paula Chaiken,  Secretary
David Lantz, Treasurer

Danny Goldberg,Executive Director
danny.goldberg@jewishwilkes-barre.org
x235

Member Agency of:
•	United	Way	of
   Wyoming Valley
•	Jewish	Federations	of
   North America (JFNA)
•	Jewish	Community
   Center Association
   (JCCA)

Phone number:
570-824-4646
Fax number:
570-824-5966

Editor: 
Gail Wachtel, J.C.A. of NEPA
Denise Garofalo
Executive Assistant, J.C.A. of NEPA

Membership 
Help us update our records!  

We hope that you recently 
received a new Membership 
application. Please fill out your 
membership renewal and return 
the form to the Accounting 
Office. If you have not received 
your application, please call the 
JCC at 570-824-4646. 

DID YOu KNOw 
that in the past year thousands of 
people have attended the programs 
at the JCC?  Purim … Passover 
Seder … Women’s Seder … Annual 
Meeting … Fitness … JCC Institute 
of Learning … Book Club … 
Bowling Tournament … Basketball 
Leagues & Banquet … Bubbe’s 
Kitchen … BBYO IT Convention 
… Yiddish Class … Men’s Club 
… Current Events … Congregate 
Meals … Bridge … and more!  
Come join the fun at the JCC.www.
jewishwilkes-barre.org

Like us on Facebook – JCA of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania

On May 3, 2015, the Anti-
Defamation League awarded Carol 
& David Greenwald their bi-annual 
Distinguished Community Service Award.  
The award was given in recognition 
of the Greenwald’s many and varied 
contributions, both professionally and 
as volunteers to the residents of the 
Greater Wyoming Valley.  The extent 
of their involvement has aligned with 
those of the ADL in supporting issues 
and causes that promotes the physical 
and emotional well-being of people, 
regardless of their race, creed, color, or 
gender.  Dr. Greenwald is a well-known 
oncologist who has been practicing 
over 40 years in the Valley.  He is the 
founder of Medical Oncology Associates 
in Kingston.  Carol is a Certified Licensed 
Professional Counselor and is certified 
in Death Education and Bereavement, 
Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence.  
Carol is the founder of Pierce Counseling, 
specializing in individual and family 
counseling.  She also provides free 
counseling to all Medical Oncology 
patients and their families.  

The dinner was attended by 
approximately 250 people and raised 
$80,000 for the ADL.  Eighty thousand 
dollars, the largest amount ever raised 
at this event, will assist ADL in fighting 
discrimination and hate not only in 
the Wyoming Valley but throughout 
Northeastern Pennsylvania.  The featured 
speaker for the event was M. Gerald 
Schwartzbach, Esq., a Kingston native 
and childhood friend of Dr. Greenwald.  
Attorney Schwartzbach is a nationally 
known lawyer and listed as one of the 
Best Lawyers in America and Super 
Lawyers in America.

Included on the dais were the 
Greenwalds, Jeff Roth, chairperson, and 
his wife, Kathy, Barbara Shaab, ADL 
representative, Cantor Ahron Abraham 
and Rabbi Larry Kaplan representing 
Temple Israel, Reverend James Breese of 
the First Baptist Church of Pittston, Rachel 
Skaistis, Esq., Carol and David’s oldest 
daughter of 6 children, who introduced 
Atty. Schwartzbach, and Sister Kate Morris, 
S.S.C.M., Guidance Counselor at Holy 
Redeemer High School.  The chairperson 
of the event was Jeff Roth, co-chairs were  
Kathy Roth, Melissa Saidman, and Sheila 
Saidman.  The chairperson also noted 
the creativity, support and commitment 
of their working committees.

Anti-Defamation League Awards
Carol & David Greenwald Distinguished

Community Service Award



Community Celebrates 
Ground-Breaking for 

Sidney and Pauline Friedman 
Center for Jewish Life in Kingston

October 4th, 2015. 

By Travis Kellar - tkellar@timesleader.com

KINGSTON — Sidney Friedman was 
among the crowd at the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the much-anticipated Center 
for Jewish Life.

Friedman, 87, did not expect the 
building would be named after him and 
his late wife.

The ceremony was held Sunday for 
the Sidney and Pauline Friedman Center 
for Jewish Life at what is currently 301 
Third Ave. Paula Chaiken, co-chair of 
the capital campaign for the Jewish 
Community Alliance of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, however, noted the Jewish 
faith has 613 commandments. Fittingly, 
the new address for the Center will be 
613 Third Ave.

According to a news release 
announcing the official name of the new 
Center, Sidney and Pauline Friedman 
“took an active and leading role in a 
number of organizations” and naming 
the building after them is a way to honor 
their legacies.

Pauline Friedman died in 2008. 
Sidney was at the event with his son, Rob, 
60, of Dallas. Rob joked his father would 
not have wanted the building named after 
him, as he does not like to be the Center 
of attention.When the sign was unveiled 
showing the name of the future Center, 
Sidney became emotional.

“I’m sure he was excited, surprised 
I think, but my dad is a very modest 
person,” Rob said. He also joked, “He’s 
probably a little mad at me right now.” 
True to his son’s word, Sidney declined to 
comment, but did speak highly of Rob.

“I have a wonderful son,” he said.

Ensuring future generations
For JCA president Mitch Kornfeld, the 

large turnout at the celebration showed 
the support and excitement for the future 
building.

“You can feel the vibe out in the 
community right now,” said Kornfeld. 
“You could see just by the turnout that 
everybody’s willing to get involved, and 

this is the time. This is when everybody 
needs to get in the game, and help 
participate and make the future alive.”

Members of the community, JCA 
officials and government officials gathered 
to celebrate the future building at an event 
that included music, food and prayer.

Among those in attendance were 
council members from the Municipality of 
Kingston, as well as state Sen. Lisa Baker, 
R-Lehman Township, and state Rep. Aaron 
Kaufer, R-Kingston.

According to a news release, the 
Sidney and Pauline Friedman Center for 
Jewish Life will feature a state-of-the-art 
pool and fitness center, basketball courts 
and exercise studios. The building will also 
feature modern classrooms and meeting 
spaces, along with library and resource 
rooms and office space for synagogues, 
Jewish counseling services and other 
Jewish agencies.

Kornfeld said $6.8 million has been 
raised so far by donors to construct 
the building, which is planned to have 
approximately 68,000 square feet of 
floor space. He anticipated another $2 
million will be needed from donors in the 
community.

Kornfeld added the final design for 
the building is in place and will soon be 
given to the architect who will then “put 
some numbers to the design.”

“We’re still working on the budget,” 
he said. “We feel that probably by April, 
things will start moving.”

Kornfeld did not given an estimated 
completion date for the building.

Honoring the past
“L’dor V’dor.”
The Hebrew phrase for “generation 

to generation” provides the connection 
officials said the Sidney and Pauline 
Friedman Center for Jewish Life will help to 
accomplish.  The new Center will replace 
the aging Jewish Community Center and 
Jewish Family Service buildings in Wilkes-
Barre, and will be open to people of all 
faiths.  Chuck Cohen, a member of the 
building committee for JCA, said the new 
Center for Jewish Life will help lead the 
way for other communities to maintain 
their Jewish communities.

“It will also serve as a model for Jewish 
communities throughout the United States 
who are facing challenging demographic 
trends and need to reinvent themselves for 
a new generation of Jews with different 
priorities, needs and goals,” he said.

Bruce Lefkowitz had a similar 
feeling about the new Jewish Center. 
The 51-year-old Kingston resident, a 
third generation pharmacist and owner 
of Harrold’s Pharmacy in Wilkes-Barre, 
attended the event with his mother, 
Sandie.  He saw the new Jewish Center 
is a way to acknowledge the area’s roots 
while looking to the future.  “I’ve been 
involved with the JCC my entire life, and I 
came here today because I’m just thrilled 
at the potential,” Lefkowitz said.

Groundbreaking for the new Friedman Center for Jewish Life. 
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