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Holocaust Survivors Benefit from FY 16 State Budget Approval  

Provisions in the FY 2016 State Budget authorize for the third consecutive 
year a “Grants in Aid” allocation for the Holocaust Survivor Assistance 
Program (HSAP) of the New Jersey Jewish Family Service Agencies 
(NJJFSA). The HSAP will receive of $400,000. 

 “We are grateful to Governor Chris Christie and the NJ Legislature for once 
more recognizing, in an bipartisan way, that the concerns of Holocaust 
survivors are unique because of what they have been through and because 
their vulnerabilities at this age are increasing and are real,” stated Mark 
Levenson, President of the NJ State Association of Jewish Federations.  

State funding for the HSAP in FY 2014 was $200,000 and for FY 2015 the 
HSAP received $400,000.  The FY 2016 monies bring the 3 year total to 
$1,000,000 in state funding to provide services to New Jersey’s remaining 
4,700 Holocaust survivors. 
 
Jerry Starr, Executive Director of the Jewish Family Service of Somerset, 
Hunterdon and Warren Counties and Chair of the New Jersey Jewish Family 
Service Agencies said, “We are so pleased that once more the leaders of our 
state have recognized that the state’s survivors experienced a unique 
human tragedy, the Holocaust, and deserve support to live their remaining 
years with dignity and a sense of security.” 
 
The new state grant allows the state’s Jewish Family Service agencies to 
meet the  essentials needs of survivors including home health aide services; 
transportation; homemaker; nursing services; subsidized adult medical day 
care; emergency financial assistance; Kosher Meals on Wheels and other 
nutrition programs and case management services  
 
“As the survivor population ages, the annual HSAP allocation assists our 
community because to meet the anticipated and increased needs for direct 



and acute services for survivors will increase,” stated Jacob Toporek, 
Executive Director of the NJ State Association of Jewish Federations.  
 
“In FY 2015-16, with the assistance of additional state funding of $400,000, 
New Jersey’s resident Holocaust Survivors will receive 11,000 hours of 
home care service, 3,000 meals, 1,500 hours of case work and social service 
needs management, $75,000 toward emergency assistance requests and 
600 rides to meet medical and shopping needs.”  Stated Marla Meyers, MSW 
Executive Director, Samost Jewish Family and Children's Service 
 
Toporek credits the Jewish Federation of Southern NJ and Samost for 
working with the State Association to help secure the introduction of the 
HSAP FY 2016 budget resolution by Senator James Beach of Camden 
County.   

“Once again the assist of our colleagues in Southern NJ, the State 
Association was able to insure that the HSAP funding was again in play an 
allowing us to engage the Governor’s Office and legislative leadership in 
advocating for the funding,” Toporek stated. 


