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Dear PJ Library Families,

The year 5765 is just around the corner! Synagogues and Jewish community 
organizations have much to offer to enrich your Jewish knowledge, participation, and 
sense of connection. We welcome you warmly to all our community has to offer for fall 
holidays, and other events that happen during the year.

This e-magazine is offered as a friendly introduction to Jewish life in the South Bay. 
In particular, we are happy to include High Holiday programs being offered by local 
organizations where you can find spiritual, educational, and social opportunities this 
time of year.

These organizations are special partners with PJ Library — hosting PJL events, 
providing rabbinic and educational support to our families, and engaging you in the 
lively Jewish life that abounds here. In addition to this guide, you can always find 
specific information on our website (www.jvalley.org) about services and special events 
offered by local organizations as well the rich opportunities for Jewish connection.

We’ve included some child-friendly crafts and recipes to help you enrich your family’s 
holiday experiences, and extend an enthusiastic invitation to participate in PJ Library’s 
delightful monthly community events.

Shana Tova,

Arielle Hendel     Eleanor Dickman
Arielle Hendel      Volunteer Outreach Coordinator
Director of Community Engagement



Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish new year, a fall holiday that calls for both rejoicing and serious 
introspection. According to Jewish tradition, Rosh Hashanah is the birthday of the world and also the 
time of divine judgment. Rosh Hashanah is followed, ten days later, by Yom Kippur. Together these two 
days are called the High Holidays.

Yom Kippur

Yom Kippur--the Jewish Day of Atonement--is a fast day that follows 10 days after Rosh Hashanah. 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are often called the High Holidays. The holidays and the time in 
between them are known as the Ten Days of Repentance. 

According to Jewish tradition, at the conclusion of Yom Kippur, God seals the Book of Life and 
the Book of Death for the coming year. Yom Kippur is, thus, a day of prayer and introspection. It is 
considered the most solemn day on the Jewish calendar.

The overarching theme of Yom Kippur is repentance. From the beginning to the end of the holiday, we 
are meant to be thinking about affecting positive change in our lives and making amends with others.

Sukkot

The holiday of Sukkot is named after the booths or huts in which Jews are supposed to live during this 
week-long festival. The huts are supposed to remind us of the flimsy houses our ancestors lived in as 
they traveled through the desert heading towards Israel.

Eating and living in a temporary structure--called a sukkah--forces you to think about the important 
things in life, separating you from material possessions. But because Sukkot is also a harvest festival, it 
is considered an especially happy and festive time. 

In ancient times, when the Temple in Jerusalem still stood, Sukkot was one of the three major 
pilgrimage festivals (along with Passover and Shavuot). Sukkot begins five days after Yom Kippur.

Simchat Torah

Simchat Torah (meaning, “Celebration of the Torah”) is a one-day holiday that marks the completion 
of the annual cycle of the Torah reading. The final portion of Deuteronomy is read and then a new 
Torah reading cycle is immediately started with the Book of Genesis. 

Many synagogues unroll the Torah scroll completely so everyone can see the whole Torah, from start to 
finish.

Content provided by kveller.com



Tashlich Walk

Addison-Penzak Jewish Community Center
Center for Jewish Life and Learning
Levy Family Campus
14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos
408.357.7411 | CJLL@svjcc.org
www.SiliconValleyJCC.org/JPlace



Addison-Penzak Jewish 
Community Center

The Addison-Penzak Jewish Community Center of Silicon Valley welcomes people of all 
faiths and backgrounds to participate in a variety of community activities, from fitness and 
sports and swim lessons, to Jewish classes, cultural events and holiday celebrations. Everyone 
can find an activity they enjoy at the JCC. The JCC also offers highly regarded preschool, day 
camp, and after-school programs. For details on everything happening at the JCC, please visit 
our website at www.SiliconValleyJCC.org.

Tashlich Walk and Picnic. Sunday, September 28th at 4:00pm. Join the Addison-Penzak 
JCC and Congregation Beth David for a Tashlich walk and picnic and begin the new 
year on the right foot. We will meet at 4:00pm at the JCC (14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos) 
and walk to Vasona Park, stopping along the way to perform Tashlich. At Vasona Park, 
we will share a bring-your-own-picnic! Invigorate an old family tradition or begin a new 
one. RSVP required. Please call 408.357.7411 or email CJLL@svjcc.org by Wednesday, 
September 22nd.

Sukkah Decorating Party. Tuesday, October 7th, 3:30-5:00pm. You’re invited to the JCC’s 
annual sukkah decorating party where we will decorate the Levy Family Campus sukkah. 
Come make decorations and help hang them up in the sukkah for all to enjoy! Snacks and 
art supplies provided. Everyone is welcome. This event is especially suitable for families 
with preschool or elementary school age children. FREE for the whole family. Addison-
Penzak JCC, 14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos. 408.357.7411 or CJLL@svjcc.org.

Sukkot BBQ. Sunday, October 12th, 12:30-2:30pm. Join us for a free, kosher barbeque in 
the Levy Family Campus Sukkah. There will be singing, stories, and good food, all under a 
beautiful autumn sky. Everyone is welcome. FREE for the whole family! Addison-Penzak 
JCC, 14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos. RSVP requested by Tuesday, October 7th. Email CJLL@
svjcc.org or call 408.357.7411.

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032 
(408) 358-3636

www.SiliconValleyJCC.org



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Creative!  
Design the Inside of the Sukkah 

 

Sunday, October 5th at 10:30am 
 

Bring your kids and make decorations for the 

Beth David Sukkah. Parents are welcome to 

help!  Plenty of projects, snacks and space for 

all.  Story time for the younger ones!  FREE 

 

 

 

Starburst ‐ Sukkah Dinner 
 

Friday, October 10th at 6:30pm 
 

Welcoming you AND the traditional Biblical Sukkot  

“stars” into the Sukkah through a yummy dinner and 

paper bag improv skits for all ages.  The dinner will 

culminate in a caramel apple dessert bar accompanied by 

songs and Sukkot tales. Prepayment and RSVP required at 

Beth‐David.org/RSVP by 10/7 or until event is sold out.  

 

 
Sukkot Experience &  

Build Your Own Sukkah Snack 
Pre K‐7th Grade JCore* Students & Young Families 

 

Sunday, October 12th at 11:00am 
 

Grab a Lulav and Etrog (Sukkot symbols) and march 

around in lively and fun Sukkot tradition. Afterwards 

create a Sukkah snack out of graham crackers, 

marshmallows & yummy candies. Display it or eat it.  

 

Shake Up Sukkot 

Celebrate Simḥat Torah 
 

Thursday, October 16th at 6:00pm  

Tots & Young Families  

Simḥat Torah Spaghetti Supper 
 

Join the CBD Young Families Group for a special spaghetti 

supper. Prepayment and RSVP required for dinner at 

Beth‐David.org/RSVP by 10/10 or until event is sold out.  

Stay after dinner for a family‐friendly Simḥat Torah 

Celebration (see below, FREE). 
 

 Simḥat Torah Celebration Especially for Kids  

Thursday, October 16th at 6:30pm 
 

Rabbi Ohriner will lead us in singing and dancing with flags and mini‐Torah scrolls for the little ones to use. 

We invite everyone to stay for our community‐wide Simḥat Torah celebration to follow.  

 

 

 

CONGREGATION BETH DAVID 
 19700 Prospect Road   Saratoga   CA   95070   408.257.3333   www.beth-david.org 

 

 

 



Congregation Beth David 
Congregation Beth David, embodying the values of Conservative Judaism, seeks 
to provide a path for enriching people’s lives through prayer, Jewish learning and 
communal connection.  CBD welcomes all who enter our doors and strives to help its 
members build meaningful Jewish relationships.  CBD creates a sense of caring and 
supportive community through a diversity of specialized programs, many focused on 
families with young children.

We cordially invite all PJ Library families (and their friends!) to join us for our FREE 
holiday programming for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot.  Please contact the 
Beth David office (408) 257-3333 to request tickets.

19700 Prospect Road, Saratoga, CA 95070 
(408) 257-3333

www.beth-david.org

Rosh Hashanah – September 25th & 26th
Yom Kippur October 4th @ CBD

Tot & Young Families Experience (11:15 
– Noon): a fun and interactive service for 
children ages 0 -5 and their parents led by 
Rabbi Shoshana Ohriner on Rosh Hashanah 
Day 1 and Yom Kippur; led by PJ Library/
Beth David members on Rosh Hashanah 
Day 2.  Our service will include singing, 
storytelling, movement, shofar fun and a 
yummy sweet snack.

Youth Experience (10:30 – Noon): age 
appropriate holiday youth services for 
children 6 and up and their families with 
singing, stories, games, and snack time on 
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 and Yom Kippur.  
On Rosh Hashanah Day 2 an interactive 
experiential discovery experience of the High 

Holy Days as we explore the sounds of the 
shofar and what it means to build and be part 
of a community.

Youth Activities with Shira! (Noon to end 
of services): enjoy activities with our new 
programming intern Shira Landau!

Tashlikh: Sunday Sept 28, 2014
Between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
it is customary to walk to a moving body of 
water and symbolically wash away our sins 
from the past year.  Invigorate an old family 
tradition or begin a new one as we join with 
the Addison Penzak JCC on a Tashlikh walk 
and begin the New Year on the right foot 
followed by BYOP - bring your own picnic!
Tashlikh Walk @ 4pm - meet at the Addison 
Penzak JCC for a walk to Vasona Park
Tashlikh Service @ 4:30pm at Vasona Park



Tashlich
The Rosh Hashanah tradition of tossing bread into water to cast away your sins

By Amy Deutsch (borrowed from kveller.com)

When I was little, my favorite part of the High Holidays (besides the apples dipped in honey, challah dipped 
in honey, and my fingers dipped in honey) was tashlich. We’d go to a body of water on the afternoon of Rosh 
Hashanah and throw breadcrumbs into it, symbolically washing away all of our sins from the past year. Maybe 
it was just that I liked being Jewish outdoors, or that it was fun to watch what happened when you threw bread 
in water (were the ducks going to get it? What happened to my sins if the ducks ate them?), but I really liked 
this tradition. So much so that I was always the one pushing my family to go.

I think the symbolism of tashlich is something that’s easily translatable for small children. We think about all 
of the things we’ve done wrong in the past year, and then we throw them away, with a promise to try harder in 
the next year. It works for the preschool set. They’re constantly trying harder to tie their shoes, reach the shelf, 
ride a bicycle. Trying harder to be better people is something that they can work on too. 

So what if you want to do tashlich but don’t have running water nearby? Or know your child won’t behave well 
when the rest of the congregants are praying? Here are some easy ways to do your own version of tashlich.

Tashlich #1: The Kiddie Pool
You’ll need:
A kiddie pool (or a large bowl) filled with water
White copy paper
Washable markers

Have a conversation with your kids about 
mistakes they’ve made over the past year. Be 
honest with them about your mistakes too. Have 
them draw or write their mistakes on the paper 
with the washable markers. (And you do it too! 
Setting an example for both positive behavior 
and making mistakes is an important part of 
parenting.) Then float the papers in the water and 
watch your sins disappear.

Tashlich #2: The Art Project
You’ll need:
Colored cellophane (blue, ideally)
Construction paper
Glue
Markers or crayons

Like in the first project, begin by having a 
conversation with your kids about mistakes 
they’ve made over the past year, and being honest 
about your mistakes too. Next, have them rip a 
piece of paper into small pieces and write/draw 

their mistakes on that paper. Next, glue those 
pieces of paper to a large piece of construction 
paper. Finally, glue the blue cellophane to the 
whole piece of paper so that it looks like the 
mistakes/sins are under water. This might be a 
good project to put up in your child’s room for a 
little while—but don’t torture them by leaving it 
up too long! After all, the point of tashlich is that 
sins are washed away.

Tashlich #3: Beans
You’ll need:
A bag of navy beans (or chickpeas, etc.)
A bag of black beans (or other darker beans)
A bowl

This activity is great for tactile kids who learn best 
by holding and touching things. Pour one bag of 
beans into the bowl. Then give your child and you 
a few beans. Talk about the ways in which you’ve 
each made mistakes that year. After each mistake, 
throw a bean into the bowl. At the end, point out 
how, though you can see your mistakes, they do 
get overwhelmed by the other beans, and it looks 
like a clean slate. You can also stir up the bowl so 
you can’t see the “mistake beans” to illustrate the 
point even better. 



Congregation Emeth 
We are a Reform synagogue of 80 families serving the South Bay. Our membership 
ranges from  charter members who have belonged to Emeth for 35 years, to families 
with teens in our active Emeth Dor Kef (Fun Generation) teen program, to  families 
with children enrolled in our B’nai Mitzvah, Religious and Hebrew Schools and  Pre-
school programs. 

Our motto is “Come home to Congregation Emeth” and we think of Emeth as a 
family.  Members greet newcomers with a genuine desire to get to know them. When 
new members join, their unique talents and passions are embraced and nurtured.  
Our small community truly creates a sense of family, where we cherish heritage and 
celebrate tradition, and where members care about one another.

High Holiday Events for Children and Families

We offer children’s programming (pre-school  to third grade) during  both the Rosh 
Hashanah and the Yom Kippur morning services. The children’s programs will 
include stories, songs, crafts and a snack of apple, honey, graham cracker and apple 
juice. Programming will start at 10:00 am, with the children entering the sanctuary 
for the shofar blowing and then  joining the congregation for the conclusion of 
morning services at approximately noon.

Please go to our website, www.emeth.net, for complete details about our High 
Holiday programming Please pre-register your children by completing and 
returning the registration forms found there.

We are pleased to offer a special introductory rate of $54 to PJ Library families who 
are new to Congregation Emeth and wish to attend any or all of our High Holiday 
programs and services.

17835 Monterey St, Morgan Hill, CA 95037
(408) 778-8200
www.emeth.net



    Congregation                       Shir Hadash

Events for the whole family

Rosh HaShanah (family friendly)

Thursday, September 25

Yom Kippur (family friendly)

Saturday, October 4

Family Simchat Torah
Wednesday, October 16

Make us part of your family tradition!

Congregation Shir Hadash
20 Cherry Blossom Ln., Los Gatos • (408) 358-1751 

www.shirhadash.org

Come Worship With Us!



High Holidays for Families:

Free Family Services for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur at 3:30 pm on Sept. 25th and Oct 
4th at Congregation Shir Hadash, 20 Cherry 
Blossom Lane

Child Friendly Programs:

Sleepover in the Sukkah! Kids in 3rd-6th grade 
celebrate Havdalah and sleep under the stars in 
the Shir Hadash Sukkah.Saturday Oct 11.

Shabbat Noah at Happy Hollow Park & Zoo. 
Families with young kids, spend Shabbat 
morning with the animals like Noah did. 
Start with breakfast and a short service in 
the redwood grove at Kelly Park. Saturday, 
October 25.

Succot Trip to a Farm: Come glean in the fields 
with us -Thursday October 9th, Leave Shir 
Hadash at 9am, includes short informal service 
and picnic lunch.

Simchat Torah services with the Joel Nelson 
band, flags for the kids, and dancing for 
everyone, Wednesday October 15th at 7:00 pm

Religious school for the whole child including 
music, dance, gardening and art

Stay a step ahead of your children! Learn to 
read Hebrew now. Class begins Oct. 12th.

Early Childhood Education:

Shir Hadash Early Childhood Center provides 
full and half day programs for children ages 
2 to the start of Kindergarten, 2, 3 or 5 days 
a week. Our Reggio-inspired curriculum 
celebrates the individuality of your child.

Shir Hadash Tots – a Parent and Child 
program for children ages 12 to 36 months. 
Thursdays from 9:30 to 11:00. Join us for 
experiential art, songs, stories and play.

Shir Hadash Babies – a program for a parent 
and baby, ages 6 weeks to 12 months. Our 
babies meet on Fridays for an hour and engage 
in songs, play and tactile experiences. Parents 
discuss child development and parenting 
topics in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere.

More information at shirhadash.org

20 Cherry Blossom Lane, Los Gatos, CA 95032
(408) 358-1751

www.shirhadash.orgCSH 
 

Congregation Shir Hadash
Shir Hadash is a Reform Congregation which emphasizes welcoming and diversity, and strives to maintain a warm 
sense of community even as the congregation has grown to support a larger staff and wide variety of programs 
and offerings. Founded in 1980 with the mission of including interfaith families and being a more transparent and 
democratic institution, it continues to value participation and a willingness to experiment and innovate.



Rosh Hashanah 1st day: Thursday, September 25

Rosh Hashanah 2nd day: Friday, September 26

Yom Kippur: Saturday, October 4

 
• Torah for Tots for preschoolers

• K-1st grade Children's Service

• 2nd-3rd grade Children's Service

• 4th-5th grade Children's Service

• 6th-8th grade Children's Service

All children-only programs will start on both days of Rosh Hashanah at 10:30 am with 
the Shofar Service in the Main Sanctuary. On Yom Kippur, children’s services will begin 
in Religious School classrooms and Torah for Tots will begin in the Social Hall.

• Afternoon Children's Activities will begin at 12:30 pm in the Mirkin Chapel.
• Teen programs on both days of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur at 12:30 pm.
• New this year: Kol Nidrei program for children on Friday, October 3 at 6:30 pm.

1532 Willowbrae Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125 | (408) 264 - 8542 | office@sinai-sj.org | www.sinai-sj.org

AT  10:30  A M



HIGH HOLIDAYS AT SINAI 

Congregation Sinai welcomes unaffiliated 
PJ Library families to attend High Holiday 
services for the first time at Sinai for FREE. 
Lots of children’s and family friendly 
programs throughout the holidays. 

*Torah for Tots for preschoolers, K-1st 
grade,  2nd-3rd grade, 4th-5th grade, and 
6th-8th children’s services starting at 10:30 
am on the following days:

Rosh Hashanah I - Thursday, September 25
Rosh Hashanah II - Friday, September 26
Yom Kippur - Saturday, October 5

*Tashlich ceremony on Thursday, 
September 25 is an opportunity for all to 
come together for singing, storytelling, and 
a leisurely walk to Los Gatos Creek. Meet in 
the Sinai parking lot at 5:00 pm. Bring your 
own crumbs to toss into the water. 

*Tekiah Gedollah, Shofar “Mass Blast” – 
Saturday, October 4 at 7:29 pm. At the end 
of Yom Kippur, children are invited to join 
in the Mass Blast followed by Glow-in-the-
Dark Havdallah. Feel free to bring a shofar 
if you have one. 

*Simchat Torah Celebration - Thursday, 
October 16 at 6:30 pm and Friday, October 
17 at 9 am. Sing and Dance with the Torah! 
All ages welcome!

We welcome you to join us for a meaningful 
High Holiday experience regardless of 
background or affiliation. Please contact 
Synagogue Administrator Joelle Pluemer 
for more information.

1532 Willowbrae Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125 
(408) 264-8542

www.sinai-sj.org

Congregation Sinai
Congregation Sinai is an active, friendly Conservative synagogue that loves to welcome people from different 
backgrounds. We invite you to participate in any of our synagogue activities and enjoy the warmth and special 
‘ruach’ (spirit) of Congregation Sinai! Check us out at www.sinai-sj.org for a full listing of religious services, youth 
programming, classes and upcoming social events for all ages.



We’re on........

&
Find fun holiday crafts ideas here!

Find more PJ Library programs here!



New Year's Apple-Bowl for Honey
Turn traditional apples and honey into an edible craft

By Joanna Brichetto (borrowed from kveller.com)

Apples and honey make a sweet start for the Jewish New Year, Rosh 
Hashanah. They take no time to prepare, and even less time to eat: 
wash, slice, pour, dip, munch. Maybe this is why it’s so easy to take 
the custom for granted, to treat it like more of an appetizer than a 
minhag (custom). But how about if we slow things down and invite 
our kids to help? Even toddlers can operate a two-handle apple 
slicer with supervision. And what if we turned Rosh Hashanah apples and honey into an edible craft? The kids 
get a hands-on reference point to the holiday and a chance to practice kitchen skills, plus the thrill of turning 
an apple into a bowl. They’ll enjoy using the bowl for dipping chunks of Rosh Hashanah challah, too. A team 
effort takes a bit longer, but it can make the same old apples and honey way more fun and meaningful.

Don’t forget the special apple and honey blessings. Print this template to keep near the Rosh Hashanah table or 
glue it to an Apple-Print Blessings Placemat. Blessings— including the one we only use for Rosh Hashanah—
turn a sweet treat into a mindful ritual. 
 You’ll need:
Apples, small for slicing
Apple, a big one for the bowl (plus a spare, in case you 
mess up)
Lemon juice or quartered lemon 
Cutting board
Apple slicer/corer with two handles 
Serving plate
Paring knife (adults only)
Melon scoop/baller (or grapefruit spoon or apple 
corer)
Bowl for soaking apples slices in lemon water 
(optional)
Honey
 
The Apple Slices:
1. Place apple on cutting board. If child is helping, 
make sure the table surface is at a low working height. 
Standing at a sturdy child-size table is ideal. Close 
supervision is needed with any cutting tool.

2. Center apple slicer over the apple with a hand on 
each handle. Ask your child to put her hands over 
yours (because you need “help”) and push down 
together. You may need to rock it a bit from side to 
side.

3. Once your child has helped operate the slicer, she 
can try to do it herself. You may need to start the 

cut by applying just enough pressure to make an 
indentation. Make sure her hands are on the handles 
and nothing is underneath the slicer except that apple!

4. To keep cut apples white, your child can either 
wipe each piece with a lemon wedge or opt for the 
soak method: cover apple slices in lemon water (a 
few squeezes should do, but a typical ratio is one part 
lemon juice to three parts water). By the way, green 
apples don’t turn brown as quickly as red apples, and 
some varieties are slow to brown (like Cortland and 
Ginger Gold).
 
The Bowl:
1. Pretend an apple is a pumpkin and gut it in a similar 
fashion: cut out the top with a paring knife (adult) and 
scoop the insides with a melon baller (adult or kid). 
Try not to poke holes in the sides or bottom.

2. Kids can wipe the inside of the finished bowl with 
a lemon wedge to keep it from turning brown and 
yucky. 
 
To Serve:
1. Let your child pour honey into the apple bowl and 
place it in the middle of a serving plate. Drain apple 
slices and arrange around the bowl.

2. Dip, bless, munch and enjoy.



1010 University Avenue 

San Jose, CA 95126 

(408) 292-0939 

www.templesanjose.org 

Tashlich Service  
at Oak Meadow Park, Los 
Gatos 
Thursday, September 25, 
at 5:00 PM 
A wonderful Rosh Hasha-
nah experience is symboli-
cally casting our sins into 
moving water to carry 
away our regrets from the 
past year.  Our Tashlich Service will take place 
at 5:00PM, followed by a picnic.  Don't forget 
to bring chairs or blankets.  If you are staying 
for the picnic, bring your own dinner and an 
appetizer or dessert to share. Don't miss this 
opportunity to gather together as a Temple 
family and rejoice in our Jewish heritage 
through music and prayer.  NOTE: We will be 
in Areas 1&2.  Parking is $5.00 per vehicle for 
non-residents.  

Sukkot Experience 
Wednesday, October 8 at 5:30 PM 
Bring your dinner, a dessert to share, and 
your artistic flare!  At 5:30 PM we will join 
together to decorate our beautiful sukkah 
while noshing on dinner followed by a 
special Sukkot experience under the stars.  
Art supplies will be provided.   

Kadima Program for  
Preschool (Age 2) 
through Grade 2 
9:45 AM on Thursday, 
September 25 and  
Saturday, October 4 
Free to Members/
Donation Requested 

from Non-MembersOur younger congregants 
will have the opportunity to explore High Holy 
Days themes during Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur services again this year. The wide 
scope of programming includes T’fillah, song, 
and experiential activities that allow for learn-
ing, meaningful reflection, and of course, fun. 
Children will participate in the act of Tzedakah 
and performing Mitzvot through many hands-
on activities. They will walk away from their 
High Holy Days program with a wealth of sto-
ries, treasures, and experiences to share.  

Family Alternative Services for Grade 1 and up 
At 6:00 PM on Erev Rosh Hashanah and Erev 
Yom Kippur, these services offer families with 

young children the opportunity to pray together 
on the High Holy Days while still being home by 

bed time.   

 

Have you ever seen a Torah  
completely unrolled? 

Join us at 5:30 PM for a pizza dinner followed 
by Israeli Dancing, the consecration of the 

newest students in our religious school, and a 
family friendly Erev Simchat Torah service. 

Simchat Torah 
Wednesday 
October 15 
5:30 PM 

Join us for High Holy Days Services! 
Children’s Services - Preschool through K 
At 9:00 AM on Rosh Hashanah and Yom  

Kippur Day these services are designed for the 
youngest of the Temple Emanu-El family.  

There will be music and explanations of the 
High Holy Days that they can understand and 
enjoy with their families without the worry of 

keeping quiet. and sitting still.   





Why Your Child Should dent

Yavneh is a K through 8th Jewish day school that is committed to each child realizing his or her greatest potential 
within a warm, nurturing environment. We strive to support students throughout all aspects of their learning and 
engage them through experiential and project-based learning that is often integrated between subjects. 

When Yavneh comes together to celebrate, it is a joyous occasion. Older students pass on values and teachings to 
younger students. Parents and children join together in song, and we all share in the customs of the holiday at hand. 
Whether it be one of the holidays of the Jewish calendar, or our weekly all-school Shabbat celebration, holidays are 
a time for us to reflect and learn about our history and customs and celebrate our values and ideals with each other.

Month of Elul
In the month before Rosh Hashana, students bring a 
shofar to school to blow for their classmates during 
morning t’fillah (prayer). Parents are welcome on 
Monday and Thursday mornings for all-school t’fillah.

Rosh Hashanah
We mark Rosh Hashana with a model Tashlich 
ceremony where we symbolically cast off our misdeeds 
by tossing bread crumbs into a body of water. We 
reflect on our actions from the past year that we want to 
wash away and we set goals for the year ahead. 

Yom Kippur 
In preparation for Yom 
Kippur, the middle school 
holds a Teshuvah Carnival 
for the elementary school. 
They guide the younger 
students through engaging 
and fun activities that 

encourage and teach the younger students how to turn 
toward being their best selves. 

Sukkot
Our community builds 
a sukkah for our school 
Sukkot celebration. 
Students decorate the 
sukkah, helping to make it 
beautiful. In the Torah, we 
are told to “dwell” in the 
sukkah and so we hold our services, eat our meals and 
some of our classes in the school sukkah.

Pizza in the Hut is our family event during the holiday 
of Sukkot. The entire community comes together one 
evening during the holiday to fulfill the mitzvah of being 
joyous and eating in the sukkah. 

Shemini Atzeret/Simchat 
Torah
Our model Simchat Torah 
celebration is an exciting 
and anticipated celebration 
by the students. Each year 
we are hosted by one of 
the local synagogues. Each 
grade gets a special opportunity to sing and dance with 
the Torah as well as see the entire Torah unrolled. All 
parents are welcome to stay and join us for this festive 
event!
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What is PJ Library?
PJ Library is a Jewish family engagement program implemented on a local level throughout North America. We 
mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent on a monthly basis.

PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.

All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years (depending 
on the community) are welcome to sign up. 

PJ Library of Silicon Valley is a program of the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley and is supported by the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, the Jim Joseph Foundation and generous donors in our community. Consider 
becoming a donor by supporting this important Jewish literacy program.

To learn more about PJ Library or the Jewish Federation, contact:

Arielle Hendel
arielle@jvalley.org

(408) 357-7501

www.jvalley.org

14855 Oka Road
Suite 200

Los Gatos, CA 95032


