
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 
3:30 - 5:30 PM 

 

Congregation B’nai Israel 

2710 Park Avenue, Bridgeport 
 

Free & open to the community  
 

CLICK TO REGISTER 
 

INFO jewishphilanthropyct.org / (203) 226-8197 
 
 

Co-sponsored by 
Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County 

and the Jewish congregations of Upper Fairfield County  
 

 

 
 
 

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER 

 

DR. JOEL M. HOFFMAN 
focuses on bringing the Bible to life 
and is acclaimed for his "fresh insights 
and interpretations about religious life 
in the 21st century." He holds a PhD in 
linguistics and has served on the  
faculties of Brandeis University and  
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion. 

He is the author of In the Beginning: A 
Short History of the Hebrew Language 
as well as the popular books, And God 
Said: How Translations Conceal the  
Bible's Original Meaning and The  
Bible's Cutting Room Floor: The Holy 
Scriptures Missing from Your Bible.   

Writing under the pen-name J.M.  
Hoffman, he is the author of the thriller 
series, The Warwick Files.  

His latest book is The Bible Doesn't 
Say That: 40 Biblical Mistranslations, 
M i s c o n c e p t i o n s ,  a n d  O t h e r  
Misunderstandings. 

 

TORAH 

a community-wide afternoon 

 of adult Jewish learning ta
ste

 o
f 

featuring thought-
provoking electives 
by Jewish clergy 
and educators 
from throughout 
Upper Fairfield County 

http://community.jewishfederation.org/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=3240
http://www.jewishphilanthropyct.org


 
 

Evil in the Human Heart: A Conversation between the Yetzer HaTov and the Yetzer HaRa 
 

Rabbi James Prosnit - Congregation B’nai Israel, Bridgeport 

Which way are we wired and is religion the antidote to our instincts? From Genesis to Freud and a lot of places 
in between 
 
 

To Argue or Not to Argue? What We Learn from the Rabbis about Relationships 
 

Rabbi Ita Paskind - Congregation Beth El, Norwalk 
 
 

People approach conflict in different ways—some love it, some avoid it at all costs. Together, we will read a  
story of two Talmud rabbis whose example gives us some guidance about how to be in relationship with those 
close to us. 
 

The Amazing World of Kashrut through the Perspective of a Chabad Rabbi and 
a Conservative Rabbi 
 

Rabbi Yehuda Kantor - Chabad Lubavitch of Westport 
Rabbi Jeremy Wiederhorn - The Conservative Synagogue, Westport 
 
 

Explore the historical development and current realities of keeping kosher in the year 2017. Through honest 
dialogue and open discussion, the two rabbis will discover the areas in which they are in agreement and 
where they may differ.   
 
 
 

Modern Conundrums & Talmudic Debates 
 

Rabbi Shlame Landa - Chabad of Fairfield 
 
 

What do you do when your gut tells you one thing and your brain tells you another? Prepare for a mental  
expedition to mind-wrestle with situations that force us to choose between two reasonable truths. Apply  
mind-bending Talmudic reasoning to solve a real-life modern dilemma.  
 
 

Who Owns the Western Wall? 
 

Rabbi Yehoshua S. Hecht - Beth Israel of Westport/Norwalk  

Examining the current controversy and its resolution.  
 
 

Jerusalem through Amichai's Eyes 
 

Rabbi Michael Friedman - Temple Israel, Westport 

Yehudah Amichai's family immigrated to Jerusalem from Germany in the 1930s. Through the decades, he  
became Israel's most beloved poet, often composing odes to his beloved city. We will study several of Amichai's 
poems about Jerusalem, in honor of the 50

th
 anniversary of the city's reunification in 1967.  

 
 
 

The Chilean Jewry: Same People, Different Countries 
 

Rabbi Marcelo Kormis - Congregation Beth El, Fairfield  

Did you know that in Chile resides one of the largest Palestinian communities outside the Middle East, and that 
after World War II, the country became an important haven for Nazis who were escaping from the war? We 
will analyze how external factors can shape the identity of a Jewish community and how the historical back-
ground, religious life, and love for our tradition makes us the same people living in different countries.   
 
 

Snakes in the Bible 
 

Dave Shafer- Congregation for Humanistic Judaism of Fairfield County 

In mythologies and folklore of the world, when men have an encounter with snakes, the theme is usually  
violence, while with women, it is sex. In the Torah, there are several incidents where snakes are involved and 
there is a large amount of “back-story” material that is relevant to it, ranging from archeology, the Talmud,  
medieval rabbis, and Jewish folk legends. 
 
 

Introduction to Kabbalah 
 

Justin C. Beck 

Kabbalah - You’ve heard the word, celebrities have made it famous, so what is it all about? Am I missing out? Is 
it spiritual, practical, historical, psychological, philosophical? If I take the time to learn about it, how will it affect 
my life? Why haven’t I heard much about this earlier in my life? There is no time like the present to find out 
what the fuss is all about. Educator Justin C Beck provides an introduction to this ancient yet timely wisdom 
rooted in our tradition and unfolding before our eyes.  

taste of TORAH electives 


