
As Super Sunday approaches, why there’s no substitute for a contribution to Jewish 

Federation 

The rather startling revelation came for me when I was probably about 10. That’s when I learned 

from my father that we needed to pay dues to be members of our synagogue and members of the 

Jewish Community Center.   

I didn’t understand. We were Jewish. Our synagogue and the JCC existed for the benefit of the 

Jewish community. So why did we have to pay dues?  

“I thought ‘they’ just provided that for us?” I questioned my father. 

“And who do you think ‘they’ are?” he asked me. “We are ‘they.’” 

That was a major wake-up call for a pre-Bar Mitzvah kid who had grown up believing that being 

one of the “chosen people” was only a description of what we were chosen to receive and not of 

our responsibility to give, to care for our own community, and to look out for the needs of others. 

And I’ve often credited that earth-shattering conversation with my father as the impetus for my 

personal and professional commitment to the Jewish community. 

But while that moment set me on a course to understanding the value of, the necessity of, and our 

shared responsibility for Jewish philanthropy, there was another equally important revelation that 

didn’t occur for me until almost 20 years later, when I started becoming more familiar with the 

Jewish Federation system. 

As someone who cares deeply about our Jewish community – and indeed all those in need – 

when I saw a problem, I would try to help. If I knew of someone who needed assistance, I could 

write a check. If a local charity approached me with a compelling issue, I could support them.  

But what about the Jew in need that I didn’t know about… 

…because no one approached me with their story 

…or the challenge facing an organization in Israel that I never heard of because they 

don’t have the benefit of an expensive marketing department 

…or the issues of a Jewish community in Greece or Morocco or Romania that I might not 

have even known existed.  

If I believed in the concept that “all Jews are responsible for one another,” which I do, how could 

I be responsible for helping those that I knew nothing about? And if, as an active and involved 

member of the Jewish community, I knew nothing about them, then why should I assume anyone 

else might be helping them? 



I learned that the tremendous benefit of the Jewish Federation system, and indeed why the 

creation of such a system is one of the great achievements of our global Jewish community, is 

that it enabled me to help care for our entire extended Jewish family, both those I knew about 

and those I might never hear of.  

Through local partners such as a Jewish Family Service, a Jewish community high school, or a 

Jewish Senior Services, and international partners such as the Jewish Agency for Israel, which 

supports Jews from around the world making aliyah to Israel, and the American Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee, which supports Jews in need throughout the world, the Federation 

system connected me with a global Jewish community in support of one another. 

And suddenly I was supporting the local community-member who desperately needed social 

services or the Ethiopian family struggling to adjust to a new life in Israel or the senior adult in 

the former Soviet Union in need of a monthly food package or the young Jewish teen in Hungary 

simply looking to find connection and identity. 

So while I continue to make contributions to organizations that have meaningful personal interest 

to me – some of mine range from the American Cancer Society to Keshet – I believe there is no 

substitute to my making a significant contribution to our Federation to help thousands of Jews 

and others in thousands of ways, many of which I may never know about. Indeed, there may be 

one in a thousand of those ways that I don’t love, but I am tremendously grateful that Federation 

provides me the structure to support the other nine-hundred-and-ninety-nine. That, for me, is 

how we as a Jewish community can best be responsible for one another. 

Indeed, as my father explained to me some 38 years ago, we are the “they” that not only benefits 

from but must support our Jewish community. And, for me, there is no substitute for a 

contribution to Jewish Federation in ensuring that my personal giving advances my belief that 

“all Jews are responsible for one another.” 

On Super Sunday, and throughout the year, I hope that you’ll join me in such support, as the 

impact that we have when we join together continues to be one of the great achievements of our 

community. 

Best Always, 

David I. Weisberg, Executive Director 

Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County 

 

 
 

https://westport.secure-fedweb.jewishfederations.org/page/contribute/Give

