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Gus Galante
MUNSTER–Just like a new-

born baby is given a unique 
and meaningful identity, our 
Federation Food Pantry has 
also been newly named. A con-
test was designed for community 
members to create and submit one 
or more ideas for a name. The win-
ner would receive a $50 dollar do-
nation to a Federation fund of their 
preference. 

After a comprehensive review of 
the suggestions, the food pan-

try chairpersons arrived at a deci-
sion. It was not an easy choice as the 
nominations were all very clever, 
funny, and historically interesting. 
It is a pleasure to announce that 
the winning name of the contest 
is The Manna Cabana submitted 

by Michael Gideon of Munster, 
Indiana.

According to Exodus, man-
na was the food that was sent 

to the Israelites during their 40-year des-
ert journey. Falling from the sky through-
out the night, this manna was thought to 

be a miracle. Cabana, well besides being a 
shelter of some sort, it has a ring to it for 
younger and older generations alike.

The miracle of the appearance of manna 
is a fi tting metaphor for those on the re-
ceiving end of this project in today’s world. 
It is the miracle of community giving rep-
resented glowingly by all of you who have 
donated, and continue to donate gracious-
ly, to our food pantry. But remember, it 
is no longer just a food pantry. It is The 
Manna Cabana. Mazel Tov again to Mi-
chael Gideon. 
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L’Shana Tova Tikatevu
From the Federation
Board of Directors
and Staff

Contest winner tags Food Pantry as Manna Cabana 

MUNSTER–On July 9, 2009 
Rep. Peter J. Visclosky (D-1st) 
supported the State & Foreign 
Operations Appropriations Act 
and the House approved H.R. 
3081 for the Fiscal Year 2010.  
This measure would provide Is-
rael with $2.22 billion in aid.  On 
June 25, he also supported the 
National Defense Authorization 
Act and the House approved H.R. 
2647 for Fiscal Year 2010. This 
measure expresses congressional 

support of Israel and that Israel 
should receive support from the 
U.S. in receiving military assis-
tance, including missile defense 
capabilities needed to address 
the threat of Iran. The Northwest 
Indiana Jewish community is 
grateful for Rep. Visclosky’s con-
tinuing support and concern for 
the safety and security of Israel, 
as well as his friendship to our 
Jewish community. 

A friend of Israel
Visclosky stands strong on issues

MUNSTER–In June, 
Sen. Evan Bayh ad-
dressed the Jewish com-
munity focusing on issues 
concerning Israel and 
the economy. This was a 
great opportunity to have 
one of the country’s lead-
ing Senator’s speak to our 
community in such an in-
timate gathering.  

Sen. Bayh has contin-
ued his outspoken leader-
ship in support of a strong 
U.S.-Israel relationship 
in 2009. As a member 
of the Senate Intelligence and 
Armed Services Committees, he 
has repeatedly cosponsored leg-
islation supporting Israel’s right 
to exist in peace and security. In 
particular, he has been a strong 
supporter of foreign aid to Israel 
to help the Jewish state main-
tain its qualitative military ad-
vantage. Last month, Sen. Bayh 
wrote a bipartisan letter to Pres. 
Barack Obama supporting his 
efforts to encourage Arab states 
to normalize relations with Is-
rael and demanding that Arab 
governments immediately cease 
offi cial propaganda campaigns 

which demonize Israel and Jews.
In February, he cosponsored a 

resolution condemning the recent 
worldwide rise in anti-Semitism 
and reaffi rming America’s com-
mitment to fi ght anti-Semitism 
as a top foreign policy priority. 
He has also strongly supported 
efforts to return looted Holo-
caust-era assets to their rightful 
owners.

Sen. Bayh has always been a 
strong friend of the Jewish Com-
munity and his continued sup-
port helps insure Israel’s security 
in the region

Bayh visits community;
strongly supports Israel

Summer in Israel 2009
Israel once televised a show, 

“Ambassador”–a takeoff of the “Appren-
tice.” The fi nalist’s last task was to make 
a tourism commercial to be aired in Eu-
rope. The winning 
TV spot was simple, 
but  played on the 
pre-conceived ideas 
and fears people have 
about this land.

A young man walks 
along the beach and 
becomes fi xated on 
an attractive woman 
sunbathing. As a re-
sult, he walks directly 
into a post, hits his 
head and falls. The commercial tagline 
reads, “Israel can be a dangerous coun-
try.”

This summer many of our local youth 
spent time visiting relatives or attending 
programs affi liated with Camp Ramah 
and camp Young Judea. The only danger 
they encountered was the danger of fall-
ing in love with their Jewish homeland. 
To have the opportunity to spend time 
touring and getting to know the people, 

reinforced their love and appreciation for 
what Israel means to them as Jews and 
how important it is for Jewish communi-
ties around the world to maintain strong 

ties with Israel. Those 
who have traveled to Is-
rael before can attest to 
the country’s allure.  

Thanks to the gen-
erosity of philanthro-
pists such as Charles 
Bronfman and Michael 
Steinhardt–along with 
the support of the Jew-
ish Agency–any young 
Jewish adult is entitled 
to a free 10-day trip to 

Israel via Birthright Israel/Taglit. It has 
been known for years travel to Israel nur-
tures and reaffi rms one’s Jewish identity 
and helps set the foundation for building 
future Jewish leaders.

For more about Birthright or other Is-
rael programs, please call the Federation 
offi ce.  Experiencing Israel is unlike any 
other trip you have been on before.

See Page 3 for more photos

From l. Jenna Tritsch and Alex Cohen 
traveled to Israel to visit Alex’ family. 

From l. Co-presidents Janine Rothschild and 
Carol Culberg talk with Sen. Evan Bayh.



Our gift to Kivunim in the Galilee
Josh Steinberg, 
while traveling in 
Israel, met with 
Susan Nirens, 
executive direc-
tor of Kivunim and 
members Karen 
Drumer, Einav 
Hion. He pre-
sented her with 
a $5,000 check 
from the Jewish Federation. The funds were raised by 
the annual Walk With Israel. Kivunim assists physically 
challenged young adults in the Western Galilee.
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The High Holy Days 
and  Every Day

By Michael N. Stevens
Before we know it, the Aseret Y’mei T’shuvah, The 

Ten Days of Repentance, will be upon us.  Our spiri-
tual preparation for these days of Awe begins weeks 
in advance, as we read the seven Haftorot of Conso-
lation between Tisha B’Av and Rosh HaShanah, and 
as we prepare each day during the month of Elul for 
the joyous yet solemn beginning of the new year.  We 
look forward to beginning a new chapter in our lives; 
Yom Harat Olam, the birthday of the world, is for 
each of us a turning point, a milestone, a reawaken-
ing.
One of the most distinctive features of our Jewish 

calendar is not only its emphasis on the themes of 
forgiveness, repentance, and atonement, but its plac-
ing of the Aseret Y’mei T’shuvah right at the begin-
ning of the year.  We don’t wait until the middle of 
the year, or the end, to focus on forgiveness; we place 
the supreme importance of forgiving right up front, 
at the very fi rst days of the year.
With all the emphasis our calendar and our machzor 

place on forgiveness during these High Holy Days, 
it is easy to overlook the importance of forgiveness 
throughout the rest of the year.  Indeed, we can bring 
the mood and spirit of these holy days with us each 
day of the year: we can remind ourselves each day 
to be quick, and sincere, in asking forgiveness from 
each other and from God, and, just as importantly, 
to be quick in forgiving those who have wronged or 
hurt us and who come to us in sincerity to ask our 
forgiveness.  Harboring grudges and resentment can 
embitter our hearts, and add a negative coloration 
to all of our relationships; letting go of our guilt and 
remorse, and enabling others to do the same, can fos-
ter healthier relationships and add to our own peace 
of mind.
Each of our holidays and festivals is associated with 

values that are dear to us: religious freedom, toler-
ance, righteousness, justice, holiness, and peace, just 
to name a few.  These values are important to us, 
and guide our actions, as Jews, not only as we cel-
ebrate our special days, but each day of the year.  As 
we begin this new year, let us carry the concepts of 
forgiveness, repentance, and atonement with us not 
only during the Aseret Y’mei T’shuvah, but each day 
throughout the year.
Michael N. Stevens is the rabbi of Temple Beth-El, 

10001 Columbia Ave., Munster, Ind. 

By Carol Culberg 
and Janine Rothschild

Co-Presidents
“How wonderful it is that nobody 

need wait a single moment before 
starting to improve the world.” 
These words from Anne Frank, of 
blessed memory, embody the spirit 
of the Northwest Indiana Jewish 
Federation. With the generosity 
of our community through our an-
nual campaign, we are able to re-
spond to the needs in our Jewish 
community immediately. Through 
our comprehensive Jewish Com-
munity Services program, we pro-
vide direct services to all ages. Our 
K’Ton Ton preschool and camp are 
well-respected and highly sought in 
the community. Our Adult Friend-
ship Club provides seniors with hot 
meals, programming and casework. 
Our scholarship committee makes 
camps and schools accessible to all. 
Our Jewish Community Youth sum-
mer camp was enrolled beyond ca-
pacity this past summer. Our Prime 
Timers group plans social and cul-
tural activities for those of the “in 
between” ages. Our Senior Retreat, 
held at Perlstein Camp in the Dells, 
just fi nished it’s 20th year, provides 
a few days in the woods praying, so-
cializing and learning. Volunteers 

organize winter coat drives, holiday 
gift drives, fall backpack and school 
supplies drive and stock our ever-in-
need food pantry.
The Jewish Community Relations 

Council is active combating anti-
Semitism and pressures state of-
fi cials to make sure that Holocaust 
education is part of the school cur-
riculum throughout the state. They 
are very involved throughout the 
community in bringing a positive 
Jewish image to the non-Jewish 
community and in promoting toler-
ance and human rights globally.
We have strengthened our connec-

tion to Israel by sponsoring a Sha-
liach (a liaison). We support projects 
in our Partnership region in the 
Western Galilee.
As we enter the Jewish New Year, 

we refl ect on all the accomplish-
ments and look to increase our abili-
ties to affect lives in positive ways. 
This is due to your generous support 
of time, energy and dollars. Let us 
all renew our commitment in 5770 
to improve and repair the world.
We wish all a healthy and prosper-

ous New Year. Let us know how we 
can help you participate more fully 
in our great Federation. We do so 
much but must do so much more.

Federation/JCS offers vibrant programs, 
thanks to Campaign, volunteer efforts



In the Land of Israel
Young adults from Northwest Indiana make Aliyah

Audrey Kutas, 28
Hometown: Munster
New home: I will temporarily stay with my cousins in 
Kfar Saba while I attend ulpan. 
Longterm plan: I’ll earn master’s degree in education. 
I plan to open my own preschool.
Previous trips to Israel: Ramah Seminar 1998. A 
month visit with friends and family in summer 2003 and 
to participate in the Partnership 2000 program Kefi ada 
through the Chicago Jewish Federation. December 2008 
for two weeks to confi rm my desire to make aliyah.
What Inspired your journey? Last summer (2008) a 
family at Ramah that I had developed a close relationship 
with was leaving camp on the last night to make aliyah. 
I spent the entire summer asking them questions about 
the application process, challenges they may have been en-
countering, and how they and the people in their lives were impacted by their decision. Watching 
this family of fi ve pick up and go to Israel, when they had “everything going for them” here in the 
states, really made me think about my life path. During the last few Pesachs something inside 
of me stirred when singing “L’shana Haba’a B’Yerushalayim” (next year in Jerusalem) because 
deep down I knew that someday that statement would be true for me. Then last year during the 
high holidays when we sang “L’shana Haba’a B’Yerushalayim, I started to tear up, because I 
knew at that time next year I would be in Jerusalem, as an Israeli.
Interesting Fact: There seems to be a trend for people making aliyah from the Ramah commu-

nity. Coincidentally on my fl ight alone, there were two Ramah 
Wisconsin families and an individual from last summer’s staff 
also making aliyah.  This makes the journey even more excit-
ing to share with others from my Ramah community!

Naomi Phillips, 19
Hometown: Crown Point, Ind.
New Home: Kibbutz Sasa, 20km from the Lebanon
border.
Longterm Plan: To join the Israeli Defense Force. After 
about three years I will probably go to school in Israel and, 
maybe, become an offi cer in the IDF.
Previous trip:  Summer ’08 via Ramah Seminar.
What inspired your journey: All those years at Camp 
Ramah strengthened my Jewish identity. I’ve met a lot of 
Israelis at camp and have developed close relationships 
with them which has resulted in my increased interest in 

Israel and it’s culture and knowledge about the IDF.
What will you miss in the U.S.? I’m defi nitely going to miss spending the high holi-
days at my synagogue because it made me feel less crazy that I was not the only one who 
tried to make up for all the missed holidays during the year by showing up for Rosh Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur.
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Israel is my 
second home

By Caren DeCesaris
I’ve been away four and a half months spending a 

semester studying, living, gaining friendships for a life-
time, and understanding my religion and background 
in Israel, in the NFTY Eisendrath International Ex-
change (EIE) program. My participation would not 
have been possible without the Jewish Federation and 
Temple Israel-Gary. I would like to thank both for do-
nating an extremely helpful amount of money for the 
trip. 

My journey began Jan.25 at Kibbutz Tzuba in the 
Judean Hills. 

Tiyulim (fi eld trips) and Jewish history were prob-
ably the biggest parts of our Israel experience. We had 
three hours of Jewish History daily. We learned about 
different sites in Israel and what had occurred there. 
The classes were followed by trips to visit the places 
we studied. 

While we were in Israel, many holidays took place, 
including Tu B’Shvat, Purim, Passover, Yom HaShoah 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day), Yom Ha’atzmaut (Is-
raeli Independence day), Yom Ha Student (Student Ap-
preciation Day), and Yom Hazikaron (Memorial Day). 
We celebrated by attending festivals, concerts and 
ceremonies for each of the holidays. Being surrounded 
by Israeli culture and breathing in the air of the state 
couldn’t make me any happier or feel more at home. 

In the beginning of EIE, my thought on Israel was 
that it was a nice place to visit, but the U.S. would al-
ways be my No. 1 home. Now I am considering taking 
a gap year to live in Israel, or maybe even joining the 
IDF. This is something I would’ve never seen myself 
doing four months ago. Now instead of just saying “Is-
rael is my second home,” I really believe Israel is my 
second home.

nity. Coincidentally on my fl ight alone, there were two Ramah 
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High School Students
enjoy travel to Israel

Top photo, from l., Jacob Tep-
perman and Josh Steinberg meet 
up while traveling with separate  
groups through Israel. Bottom 
photo, from l., Allie Hurwich takes 
a ride on a camel.

By Miriam Marcus
MUNSTER–Four teenagers from 

Guatemala City’s Casa Hillel, a re-
form congregation visited Northwest 
Indiana’s Jewish community, par-
ticipated in JCY Camp activities and 
lived with host families.

The young guests included Rebecca 
Orantes, 13 and her brother Ismael, 
14, along with Mario Valdez, 14 and 
his older brother Isaac, 16.

They were escorted to the U.S. by 
Pablo Orantes, 27, an older brother 
who came along to chaperone.

“This trip has affected me,” 
he says. “It’s been a really posi-
tive thing. I’ve traveled in Central 
Ameria and to California. But this 
trip is a totally different thing.”
He called it a cultural exchange be-
tween the two Jewish communities. 

Casa Hillel is a small congregation 
of with about 35 people. They meet  
weekly for Shabbat and holidays.

“Most members have families of 
between three and fi ve members and 
most are tradesmen such as weld-
ers, teachers and those types of pro-
fessions,” said Pablo, a 27-year-old 
graphic designer for Evolucion, an ad 
agency in Guatemala.

Rabbi Jaques Cukierkorn of Kan-
sas City, Mo., is the congregation’s 
spiritual leader.

Pablo says the rabbi visits the com-
munity about three times a year. 

The rest of the year, the congrega-
tion meets with the Rabbi interac-
tively via live feed and the aid of a 
web camera. 

 Temple Beth-El and Miller’s Tem-
ple Israel each hosted special Shab-
bat events to bid goodbye to the group 
on July 24.

Special guest speakers at the event 
included Rabbi Cukierkorn of the 
New Reform Temple in Kansas City,  
and Alvaro Orantes, President of 
Casa Hillel.

They spoke about the struggles 
reform Jews face in Guatemala and 
Rabbi Cukierkorn’s efforts to assist 
with conversions to Judaism.

The Rabbi works hard to help the 
community receive donations of 
books and religious materials such 
as Torahs. 

“Through Michael [Steinberg] my 
father and a small committee have 
been able to talk with the Israeli am-

bassador to Guatemala,” Pablo says. 
The Federation thanks the Buka, 

Front, Nozick and Shalen families  
and friends for opening their homes 
and their lives to spend the summer 
with these teenagers who traveled  
across the continent to experience 
Jewish life in another part of the 
world. 

Jewish teens visit NWI from Guatemala

Top: Host families and their guests 
gather for a farewell Shabbat dinner 
at the Nozick home. Bottom: Rabbi 
Jaques Cukierkorn and Alvaro Oran-
tes talk of Jewish life in Guatemala 
City.

L. Audrey Kutas is welcomed by her 
cousin Peggy. Audrey will live with 
her  while attending Ulpan.



A summer of fun: JCY Camp
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Roseanne Sopher
The K’Ton Ton 2009-10 school year is about to 

get started, and we are looking forward to another 
exciting year.  Parent / Teacher Orientation will be 
held on September 8 with school beginning on the 
9th.  We currently have 56 children enrolled!  We 
welcome new staff members Lorri Kovach and Car-
rie Tinich to our program.  The staff has been work-
ing hard to make plans for the upcoming months.

Our ever popular MOMMY ‘N ME Toddler Pro-
gram will be starting once again in the fall with 
Laveta Wolotka as facilitator.  ME “TWO,” a tod-
dler drop-off class, will begin its third year this fall 

with Dawn Lanman and Rosalie Zarowny as facili-
tators.  This class is offered two days per week.

KAMP K’Ton Ton was terrifi c this summer.  
Thirty-fi ve children attended the program enjoying 
the playground and water fun, arts & crafts, mu-
sic, games, stories, circle and group time, dramatic 
play, Jewish content and more.  We had a special 
theme each week associated with SUMMER FUN 
with related activities, projects, recipes, and sto-
ries along with a Shabbat celebration each Friday.  
TUMBLEBEAR Gymnastics brought equipment 
for a day and held a “mini camp.”  Linda Dunn, 
from the Munster Branch of the Public Library 

came and presented a “story time.”  Sincere thanks 
are extended to our summer staff:  Ruth Weinberg, 
Dawn Lanman, Laveta Wolotka, Sue Kaufman, 
Barbara Shlensky, Jeanne Kapciak, Lindsay 
Weiss, and Mitchell Shlensky.  Many thanks to our 
student volunteers who gave up their free time to 
help us out:  Dana Handler, Cassidy Schwartz, Eli 
Stricker, Erica Tritsch, Melissa Tepperman, Josh-
ua Shalen, Harry Goldenberg, Allyse Dittrich, and 
Belinda  Oberman.

The staff wishes to extend warm appreciation to 
our families for their continued support and coop-
eration throughout the year.

K’Ton Ton welcomes new teachers in new year



   Donate to the Food Pantry…JCS needs volunteers, call 922-4024 to offer yourself.
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   By Len Dreyfus
Like fi ne wine, Federation’s senior retreat 

keeps improving with age. For four glorious 
days in August  under the loving care and guid-
ance of Carol Szaks, 48 seniors, ranging in age 
from the mid-60’s to the mid 90’s, thoroughly 
enjoyed another Wisconsin Dells retreat.

Rosalie Levinson led us in discus-
sions concerning the Supreme Court and, 
specifi cally,about the role women have played 
and are now playing in national and interna-

tional leadership roles here and worldwide.  
As a group, we declared we were ready for a 
woman president. Rabbi Halpern led health-
ful services every morning and discussed the 
“3 Unmentionables” of Jewish tradition and 
Jewish thought on health care.

Don Levinson quizzed us on attitudes to-
ward a number of current events which led to 
a lot of introspection. And, the irrepressible 
Gene Berger charmed us all with songs from 
his past.

Chuck Elias and Victoria Voller presented a 
program on professional baseball in the 1930’s 
highlighting Harry Danning of Valparaiso.

All in all, every day was so uplifting and in-
spiring that even the Wisconsin University’s 
Choral program featuring music from “Les 
Miserables” could not quell our high spirits.

Thank you, one and all, for making our re-
treat so enjoyable.

Senior Retreat better than ever
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Alex and Jason Pinkus B’nai Mitzvah
Alex Pinkus, son of Aaron and Beth Pinkus; and 
Jason Pinkus, son of Gene and Luci Pinkus, were 
each called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Aug. 
29 at Temple Beth-El. Alex and Jason are best 
friends and first cousins and the grandsons of Judy 
Pinkus. Alex is an 8th grader at Kahler Middle 
School in Dyer.  He is a big brother to Anna and 
Ari. Jason is a 7th grader  at Wilbur Wright Mid-
dle School in Munster. He has one older brother, 
Joshua.

CBI students assist at Uptown Cafe
Rabbi Ben Kramer lead a group of his students to 
the Uptown Cafe in Rogers Park to volunteer as 
waiters and waitresses in this restaurant designed 
to provide a dignified meal to those in need . Top row 
from l. Nancy Webster, Rabbi Kramer, Alex Galante, 
Ben Brodsky, David Hurwich, Becca Galante, Sarah 
Webster, Cassidy Schwartz, Kendall Goldberg, Aar-
on Handler, Harry Goldenberg and Josh Shalen.

By Darlene Navarro
LAKES OF THE FOUR 

SEASONS–In Novem-
ber our ever-popular Lox 
Boxes will be delivered 
right to your door.  

The Lox Box is a won-
derful breakfast, includ-
ing  six bagels, lox, cream 
cheese, onion, orange 
juice and a coffee cake. It 
is a real treat on a chilly 
November morning.

This is our main fund- 
raising event of the year. 
If we don’t contact you, 
call one of us. Watch for 
the date!

Again, this year at Cha-
nukah, we will “adopt” 
Jewish families to ensure 

that they have a Chag 
Sameach. This project 
has grown each year, as 
we have added extra fam-
ilies to our goal.

Our friends and mem-
bers are encouraged to 
contribute to Hadassah 
funds all year long. Dona-
tions to our chapter sup-
port Hadassah projects. 
Marlene Rothenberg, 
219-938-3272, will be de-
lighted to send a beauti-
ful, meaningful Hadassah 
tribute card from you for 
any occasion. Donations 
to Hadassah support the 
State of Israel. Hadassah 
Medical Organization, 
Hashachar, Youth Aliyah 

and the Jewish Nation-
al Fund all benefit from 
your contributions.

To learn more about 
membership in Arba 
Onot Hadassah, contact 
Ruth Anderson, Mem-
bership chair, 219-988-
3322.  You don’t have to 
live in Lakes of the Four 
Seasons to join our group.  
Many of our members live 
all over Northwest Indi-
ana and Illinois.  We are 
a diverse group with one 
purpose:  helping  Israel.  
Now, more than ever, Is-
rael needs our support.

L’Shanah Tovah Tikat-
evu from Arba Onot Ha-
dassah!

By Marge Zucker
GARY– A special Shab-

bat service honoring our 
Jewish War Veterans 
will be take place on 
Nov. 6.

We would like to in-
clude many of the veter-
ans from area congrega-
tions to join us for this 
tribute with family and 
friends.

In August, two bus-
loads of congregants 
from our temple and Fed-
eration visited the Holo-
caust Museum in Skokie 
in  August and enjoyed 

lunch before the tour at 
a nearby restaurant. 

The museum is not en-
tirely complete, as the 
docent explained, and 
there will be additional 
exhibits in the future.

In July, the Adult 
Education Committee 
sponsored a breakfast 
and had, as their guest 
speaker, Rabbi Cuki-
erkorn from Guatema-
la who discussed the 
“Plight of Reform Jews” 
in that country.

The Adult Education 
Group meets the last 

Tuesday of every month. 
The group is well in-
formed and prone to live-
ly discussion. Guests are 
welcome.

Our annual Sisterhood 
Bar-b-que was August 
22. 

On Aug. 7, Heather 
Rosenblum, daughter 
of Dr. Joseph Rosen-
blum and Dr. Elizabeth 
Springer celebrated her 
Bat Mitzvah and on 
Sept. 4, Jessie Herman, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Zack Herman  celebrated 
her Bat Mitzvah.

By Amy Lavalley
VALPARAISO–Where 

has the summer gone? 
The kids are back in 
school, everyone is gear-
ing up for the High Holi-
days–fall must be in the 
air.

Though things slowed 
down here in Valparai-
so for the summer, like 
they do everywhere, the 
temple held a very suc-
cessful rummage sale 
in mid-July, bringing in 
$1,600 just for selling 
everybody’s old stuff.

Speaking of fund-rais-
ers, the temple’s region-
al coupon book, a joint 
project of Temple Israel 
and Housing Opportuni-
ties, garnered $2,407.50 
for each organization.

Looking ahead, Sun-
day School gears up for 
the year on Sept. 13, 
with a picnic hosted by 
the Sunday School par-
ents.

The temple will host 
a Simchat Torah fam-
ily dinner and service 
on Friday, Oct. 6. Fam-
ily dinners and services 
also will be held on Nov. 
20, with a Thanksgiving 
theme, and for Hanuk-
kah, on Dec. 18. Regu-
lar Friday night ser-
vices also will be held 
throughout the fall.

High Holiday services 
are as follows:

 Erev Rosh Hasha-
nah service at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 18, led by 
Rabbi Shoshana Fefer-

man and Cantor Josh 
Rubin, followed by an 
oneg.

Rosh Hashanah ser-
vice at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 19, with a 
luncheon afterward 
sponsored by the tem-
ple board.

Kol Nidre service at 7 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27, 
led by Rabbi Shoshana 
Feferman and Cantor 
Josh Rubin.

Yom Kippur Sacharit 
service at 10 a.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 28. A chil-
dren’s service will be at 
4:30 p.m., with the Yis-
kor, Mincha and Ne’ilah 
at 5 p.m. A break the 
fast meal will follow the 
service.

Illiana Hadassah
presents AIPAC speaker
Oct. 15 at Charlie’s Ale

By Iris Lem
MUNSTER–The Illiana Chapter of Hadassah 

will kick off the new season on Thursday, Oct. 
15 at 5:45 p.m. at Charlie’s Ale House, 8940 
Calumet Ave.,  Munster. 

 This event will begin with a dinner and brief 
meeting followed by the keynote speaker, Bri-
an Abrahams, Midwest Regional Director of 
AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee).  Mr. Abrahams represents a region of 
10 states and 99 congressional districts. He will 
address a variety of critical issues facing Israel, 
including the current controversy regarding Is-
raeli settlements and the question of what to do 
about Iran.

Everyone is invited–members, guests and 
spouses. Deadline for reservations will be Oct. 
8. For additional information and reservations, 
call Ann Pekarsky at 836-1717 or Marlene 
Kaplan at 922-6757. Please watch for future 
events.

Arba Onot Hadassah offers annual Lox Box sale 

War Veterans to be honored at Nov. 7 service

Temple Israel gears up for new year
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LARRY APPELSIES 
Larry Appelsies of Munster, IN passed away on Sunday, 
June 28. 2009. Beloved husband for 52 years of Eadie; lov-
ing father of Mitchell (Cindy) Appelsies of Carmel, IN, Au-
drey Cassman of Buffalo Grove, IL, Richard Appelsies of 
Minneapolis, MN and Robert Appelsies of Indianapolis, IN; 
cherished grandfather of Eric, Hilary, Cara, Jamie, Noa and 
Aliya; preceded in death by his parents: Rose and Aaron Ap-
pelsies; sisters. Marlene Maresca and Judy Kleiner. Larry 
was Co-Owner of Albert A. Slater Furniture and volun-
teered at Community Hospital. He adored his children and 
grandchildren. He enjoyed boating, fishing and cruising. 

RICHARD MARK CAGEN
Age 56, passed away quietly Friday, August 14, 2009, with 
his loving wife at his side to the end. Richard was born July 
29, 1953, in Chicago, Illinois to Philip M. Cagen, who pre-
ceded Richard in death and Lila Cagen-Cohen (Lakin). He is 
survived by his wife of 26 years, Karen, and their children, 
Phillip, Natasha, and Dennis, as well as his mother, Lila, 
and sister, Jody McDonald. He is also survived by various 
nieces and nephews. Richard was a practicing attorney in 
Valparaiso up until the day prior to his passing. He gave his 
all to his family, friends, and his occupation, all of which he 
loved so dearly. Richard had the kindest, most gentle soul 
in the world. His sense of humor was infectious and carried 
him until his final hours. Richard was also a member of the 
Temple Israel, Saturday Evening Club, and was very active 
in the Boy Scouts of America. He will be missed incredibly 
by all who loved him, and his kind and gentle spirit will live 
on through his family carrying out charitable deeds in his 
memory. 

DONALD J. DREYFUS   
Age 84 Cardiff by-the-Sea, California,   formerly of Miller 
Beach, Indiana, loving husband of the late Sylvie, beloved 
father of Eve (Jim Lennon) and Joshua (Mary Kay, Gara), 
devoted grandfather of Noah Dreyfus Scinta,  Ana Dreyfus 
Lennon. and Alex and Daniel Dreyfus, caring brother of 
Leonard (Edythe), loyal friend of many. Donald graduated 
from Horace Mann High School, class of 1941 and the Uni-
versity of Chicago Law school.  His last professional affilia-
tion was with the law firm of Burke, Costanza, and Cuppy.  
If desired, memorials may be made to The Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society.

KAREN FELDMAN
Age 60, of Robinson, IL, formerly of Hammond, IN, passed 
away Wednesday, August 19, 2009. She is survived by her 
loving husband, Dr. Howard Feldman; two loving daugh-

ters: Jordan Feldman of Robinson, IL and Debby Feldman 
of Indianapolis, IN; one loving son, Alex Feldman of Muncie, 
IN; two loving sisters: Maureen (Joseph) Solan of St. John, 
IN and Roz (Larry) Lewis of Munster, IN; one brother-in-
law, George (Sue) Feldman of Munster, IN; and many loving 
nieces and nephews. Karen was a graduate of Gavit High 
School and Indiana University in Bloomington. She was a 
former school teacher in Munster and at the Lincoln Ele-
mentary School in Calumet City, IL. Karen was a member 
of Hadassah and was a volunteer at the Crawford Hospital 
in Robinson, IL. She was a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of Crawford Memorial Hospital Foundation. Karen was 
also a Vice-President of the Women’s Auxiliary of Crawford 
Memorial Hospital. Donations may be made to the Human 
Society of the Calumet Area or the Jewish Federation in her 
loving memory.

PHYLLIS GIVEN
Age 77 of Munster, IN, passed Tuesday, July 21, 2009. She 
is survived by her children; Jeff N. (Cyd Smillie) Given, Les-
lie (Brian) Wielogorski and David (Nancy) Given; grandchil-
dren: Tess J. Given and Elliana S. Given; step-grandchild, 
Heather Wielogorski; and grandchild, Hannah R. Given; sis-
ter, Georgianna Halpert Duber; brother-in-law, Dr. Gilbert 
Z. (Penny) Given; and many beloved nieces, nephews and 
dear friends. She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Jay; parents: Dr. Maurice and Leah Shapero; in-laws: Har-
ry and Esther Given; sister, Dorothy Kaufman; and many 
beloved relatives and friends. Phyllis was a Life Member of 
National Hadassah, Past President and long time member 
of Illiana Hadassah and B’Nai Shalom in East Chicago, IN 
and also a member of Temple Beth El. Donations may be 
made to Hadassah or Hospice of the Calumet Area

JAY ALAN GOLDMAN
Born November 24, 1948, died July 14, 2009. He bravely 
lost his year long battle with esophageal cancer. He was sur-
rounded by his family and friends at the VNA Hospice Cen-
ter in Valparaiso. Jay was preceded in death by his parents: 
Maurice and Lee Goldman; his brother, Bruce Goldman; his 
in-laws: Richie and Frieda Berk and his beloved son, Mi-
chael. He is survived by his loving wife of 40 years, Ann; 
his cherished daughter, Beth Goldman; his brother, Robert 
(Denise) Goldman; his brothers-in-law: Jeff (Debbie) Berk, 
and Brad (Jing Ming) Berk. He was very proud of his nieces: 
Chandra Berk and Shaina Berk and his nephew, Brandon 
Berk. He had no grandchildren but his nephews, Aaron Li 
Berk and Shang Li Berk filled his life with joy. The family 
appreciates the love and support of special friends, Steve 
and Krysia Kulavick. Jay graduated from John Adams High 

School, Class of 1966 in South Bend, from Indiana Universi-
ty in 1970 and Indiana University School of Law in 1973. He 
received his Masters in Tax Law from John Marshall Law 
School in 1988. He began his career at Price Waterhouse 
in 1973 and left as Senior Manager. He spent 16 years as 
C.F.O. in the Fire Protection Industry and thoroughly en-
joyed 10 years as owner of Goldman and Co. LLC in Merrill-
ville. Being chairman of the Building Committee for Temple 
Israel in Valparaiso gave him great personal satisfaction. 
All of us will carry him in our hearts forever.

GERALD KAUFMAN
Age 86, of Munster, passed away Monday, July 20, 2009. He 
is survived by four loving daughters: Vicki Kaufman of Le-
ander, TX, Eileen Barker of San Rafael, CA, Susan (Steven) 
Johnson of Pittsfield, MA and Karen (David) Gauthier of 
Highlands Ranch, CO; eight grandchildren: Tracy, Phillip, 
David, Scott, Lauren, Adam, Leah and Matthew; four great 
grandchildren: Ryan, Tristan, Alexandra and Levi; sister, 
Frances Weinstein; and many nieces and nephews. Gerald 
was preceded in death by his wife, Toby in 2008; sister Rose; 
and brother, Ed. Gerald was born in Chicago, IL and raised 
in Gary, IN where he was a graduate of Emerson High 
School and later Purdue University School of Pharmacy. He 
was a Machinist Mate 3rd Class WWII Navy Veteran. He 
owned Merrillville Drugstore, Moulton Drugs in Rock Falls, 
IL and retired from Walgreens in Northwest Indiana. Ger-
ald was active in his communities through Rotary, Masons, 
Jewish War Veterans and Congregation Beth Israel.

SYLVIA EVELYN NOE
Age 89 of Crestwood, IL, formerly of the Calumet Area 
passed away Tuesday, June 30, 2009. She is survived by her 
nieces and nephews, Sydney, Rona, Howard and their fami-
lies: Gail, Gary, Mark and their families, numerous cousins. 
She was preceded in death by her husband Martin and son 
Dennis.

BLIMA SCHLOSS
Munster, IN passed away on Friday, June 26, 2009. Loving 
mother of Roseanne (Ed) Sopher; cherished grandmother of 
Jodie (fiance Ben Pimentel) Sopher and Michelle Sopher; 
fond sister of David (Jennie) Wolnerman; dear aunt of Allen 
(Amy) Wolnerman and Michael (Missy) Wolnerman; several 
other nieces and nephews; preceded in death by her beloved 
husband, Josef Schloss in 1975. Blima was a Holocaust 
survivor and lost much of her family during the war. She 
was a member of Congregation Beth Israel. In lieu of flow-
ers memorial contributions to  the Jewish Federation in her 
memory would be appreciated.

TBE offers members 
rewarding experiences

By Miriam Marcus
MUNSTER–The summer season 

brought many special events to Tem-
ple and its members.  We had an out-
standing turnout of volunteers to help 
us prepare our annual meal for the 
homeless on June 28. Special thanks 
to all who participated. 

 Several Temple member families 
hosted Jewish youngsters from around 
the world over the summer months. 
The Nozick and Front families host-
ed students from Guatemala and the 
Marcus/Nirenberg family along with 
Francie and Jay Gerson hosted Israeli 
Scouts. Ask them how rewarding their 
experiences were–maybe you will 
want to volunteer next year!

On August 14 and 15 TBE celebrat-
ed its 10th anniversary in Munster.  A 
special Friday night Shabbat service 
included music by the choir, music 
director Kristin Stern, as well as our 
soloists, Nancy Friedman and Terri 
Hendrickson. Children who are 10 and 
“grew up with Temple” shared their 
“Top 10 Lists.” The celebration contin-
ued on Saturday night with a scrump-
tious dinner and live music provided 
by the Harbor Lights A Cappella doo-
wop group. A fun time was had by all. 

Ladies, think of Temple when you’re 
cleaning your closets. We’re still ac-
cepting gently-used purses and jewel-
ry for the “Smart Chicks & Old Bags” 
Auction and Sale on Oct. 6 at 7  p.m.  
Mark your calendar and bring your 
friends!

MUNSTER–Our incredibly 
bright Rabbi Kramer is very in-
terested in sharing his knowledge 
with us. This year, as part of the 
on-going learning process, CBI 
presents a three-part program 
which will prepare our congre-
gants for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. In fact, all of the fu-
ture holidays that we participate 
in will also be discussed, with the 
hope of making the holidays more 
meaningful and gratifying. In ad-
dition, Lori Kramer is teaching 
a reading Hebrew class. We also 
have a CBI computer lab with the 
“latest software” that teaches us 
conversational Hebrew as well as 
reading skills.                   

CBI book club has continued to 

flourish. The congregants have 
opened their homes every six 
weeks for a new book discussion. 
The books cover a wide range of 
topics and genres and who doesn’t 
love a good book?

Challah and Roses can be picked 
up in the social hall on Thursday, 
Sept. 17; break-the fast has been 
planned for sundown on Monday, 
Sept. 28; in October, Sisterhood 
will host “Sushi in the Sukkah” at 
6:15 p.m. on Oct. 7; in November, 
the “Boxes of Love” orders will 
be taken.  Sisterhood continues 
to sell plaques for our “Simcha 
Wall, making it an appealing and 
meaningful part of our décor. But, 
there is so much more to follow, so 
please stay informed by checking 

with our office or our web site.  
CBI is now offering learning op-

portunities for adults. Creating 
discourse is one of the best ways 
to learn, so CBI has facilitated 
weekly discussion groups for in-
terested parents on subjects such 
as raising Jewish children, health 
issues, and living in a non-Jewish 
world.

CBI also will establish a weekly 
discussion led by health care pro-
fessionals from our community on 
subjects such as coping with ill-
ness, healing, and end of life care. 
With the high holidays approach-
ing, make sure to check your bul-
letins for dates and times, and 
Happy New Year to all.

CHICAGO HEIGHTS—Prairie State College’s 
men’s soccer team boasts four Israeli players this 
season.

Coach David Spataru, who was born in Romania 
and made aliyah to Israel before emigrating to the 
U.S., says he appreciates the outreach Homewood-
Flossmoor families have shown to all of his foreign 
student athletes.

“I have had players from Brazil, Nigeria and Scot-
land. One of my biggest challenges is finding hous-
ing for the players. Prairie State doesn’t have dor-
mitories, so I have to find host families for them,” 
Spataru says. 

Spataru notes Jewish families also have hosted 
soccer players from Scotland and Brazil in the past.

He said he appreciates the outreach to all of his 

players and hopes the Israeli athletes will connect 
with families in the area for Shabbat dinners.

Spataru is coach for both the men’s and wom-
en’s soccer teams at Prairie State. 

The Players pictured above with their Coach. 
Defender Lior Avisror, 22, Yehud; Defender Rus 
Kovtunenko, 26, Jerusalem; Forward Tomer Sir-
ma, 22,  Jerusalem; Forward Guy Shavetay, 24, 
Ramat Gan     

CBI gives religious education for all, a high priority in new year 

Prairie State scores
Israeli soccer players



By Jacob Tepperman
Now that all of the 2008/2009 

Noar events are fi nished, I would 
like to take some time to refl ect 
on the previous year. Overall, it 
was highly successful thanks to 
everyone who supported Noar by 
attending the events, planning 
the events, and even donating 
money for trips we took. We are 
looking to expand upon the suc-
cesses from last year while work-
ing to fi x some of the glitches so 
that everything will run more 
smoothly. For example, we know 
that there were many of you 
that could not volunteer at 
the food kitchen because we 
had a surplus of kids there so 
we are going to try to get more 
dates on which to volunteer 
there or volunteer at a larger 
soup kitchen which would ac-
commodate more of us.

There are also some new 
things that we will be do-
ing next year which we be-
lieve will take Noar to new 
heights. Possibilities include 
a membership plan with cer-

tain benefi ts, increased use of 
the Facebook group to stay in 
contact with all of you, new and 
exciting events, and Israeli advo-
cacy programming. We are also 
looking to increase participation 
throughout Northwest Indiana 
by diversifying the representa-
tion on the Noar Board and hope-
fully pulling in new kids from the 
entire region.  We are confi dent 
that getting to know more Jews 
from all around Northwest Indi-
ana would increase the sense of 
Jewish continuity and belonging 

immensely.
Finally, it is my pleasure to an-

nounce that your Noar President 
for the upcoming year will be Josh 
Steinberg. As your former Presi-
dent, I am sad to be leaving all of 
you and the community, but I am 
confi dent that Josh will do an ex-
traordinary job leading the group 
because he is dedicated and full 
of great and innovative ideas to 
continue improving Noar. Thank 
you all for so many memories and 
an amazing year!
 

The ‘Who Done It?’ 
of NWI Federation

By Len Dreyfus
Folks wonder. “Where did Federa-

tion come from?  Was it like Topsy, 
it just suddenly appeared?”  Hardly.

   Back in the late 1930’s a group 
of caring members of Temple Israel 
in Gary sensed the need to help fel-
low Jews in Nazi ravaged Europe to 
escape and come to America.  Led 
by Rabbi Garry August and his fol-
lowers, Cy Wechsler, Phillip Rosen-
blum, Ralph Kaplan, Abe Hyman, 
and my father, Milton Dreyfus, the 
Gary Jewish Welfare Federation 
was formed and sponsorship was ar-
ranged for dozens of German, Aus-
trian, and other European Jewish 
families to come to our community.  
What followed was a stream of grate-
ful, head-shaven, arm-numbered ref-
ugees, many of whom we met for the 
fi rst time at the dinner table of our 
homes.

   This same Temple Israel lead-
ership group sought and received 
wonderful support from the entire 
Gary Jewish community including 
generous assistance from members 
of Temple Beth El (which was the 
conservative congregation still locat-
ed in Gary). Besides fi nancial help 
and  fi nding residences for the new-
comers, jobs were provided for them.  
A prime example  was the General 
Store Fixture Company, then locat-
ed on Washington Street in Gary.  
It sold fi xtures and supplies for res-
taurants and taverns. The manager 
was Herbert Altschul, a refugee him-
self.  He trained 5 other refugees to 
be successful salespersons, despite 
their obvious language diffi culties.

   In addition to its refugee ser-
vice, the new Federation served as a 
clearing house for the many worthy 
and needy Jewish charities which 
descended upon our Jewish commu-
nity throughout the year, looking for 
fi nancial support. One wise-cracking 

member of the community, with 
apologies to Irving Berlin, called 
it “Putting all their begs into one 
askit”.

   Eventually the Gary Federation 
enticed the other surrounding com-
munities, who had initiated their 
own Jewish social action activities, 
to join together into a larger, all in-
clusive organization and The Jewish 
Federation  of Northwest Indiana, 

Inc. grew into the wonderful Jewish 
social service agency  it is today.

   The birth of what is now The 
Jewish Federation of Northwest In-
diana is a great example of how any 
and all of us can rise to the occasion 
to fulfi ll our Jewish mission of Tek-
kum Olam when we pause from our 
own busy lives and look beyond our 
own front doors. 

Winer Family gathers for dedication
to honor site of Shirt Factory

Trent D. Pendley
CROWN POINT–Crown Point Mayor David D. F. Uran 

proclaimed Saturday May 2, 2009 as Meyer I. Winer day 
honoring the 1903 founder of the Shirt Factory, 301 S. 
Main St.

The Shirt Factory moved to Hammond in 1919 and be-
came Stratojac, an apparel industry leader and creator of 
the iconic Eisenhower Jacket.

  Twenty two descendants gathered at the Main Street 
location, which now houses a law offi ce, for the unveiling 
of a medallion on a city lamppost.

Betty Winer of Chicago welcomed the gathering of rela-
tives from Dallas, Munster, Flossmoor, Chicago and the 
North Shore. Bruce Woods, Lake County Historian, was 
also present as was property owner Irene Gasparis Esq. 
who opened the old Shirt Factory to the Winer family.
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News Briefs
NOAR set to start
Jewish teens interested in partici-
pating in NOAR, please contact 
Oded Fromovitz, Community 
Shaliach, at 922-4024.

Temple Israel 
plans centennial 
Miller’s Temple Israel seeks 
names and addresses of past 
members for its upcoming Cen-
tennial Homecoming celebration 
June 25, 26 and 27.

CPR class
Join us and learn how to save a 
life. Jewish Community Services 
CPR class is free to our commu-
nity Dec. 12 from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon. Must call to reserve your 
spot by Dec. 2.

Manna Cabana
needs restocking!
Jewish Community Services 
reminds the community to 
donate to the Food Pantry–now 
known as the “Manna Cabana.” 
Health aid items, deodorant, 
toothpaste, shaving cream, 
disposable razors, Q-tips, dental 
fl oss, soap, and shampoo are 
in great demand.  Also needed, 
Peanut butter and jelly, tuna, 
and canned soups. Please bring 
your donated items to the Jewish 
Community Services offi ce. 

Join Prime Timers
for fun trips!
FALL SCHEDULE:
Oct. 28–Valparaiso Memorial 
Theater $35. 
Nov. 19–Oriental Institute $38.
Dec. 8–Dinner and Great Com-
pany (separate checks).
Please mail your check for your 
reservation to Eva Weinstein. 
For more information call Carol 
Szaks at (219) 922-4024.

Chabad offers free
Jewish Art Calendar
To receive a free copy of the 
Jewish Art Calendar for the year 
5770 compliments of Chabad 
of Northwest Indiana, please 
e-mail info@chabadnwind.com, 
or call 219-513-0327.

Come to the Cabaret
Temple Israel Sisterhood pres-
ents entertainer J. Jay Brooke, at 
the opening meeting 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday Oct. 7. Reservations 
are a must! Contact 219-938-
5232 to make a reservation. 
Light refreshments will be served 
$5.

HISTORY: A look at Jewish Northwest Indiana

NOAR 2008-’09: A short review




