
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien 
Meeting of the Board of Directors 
April 12, 2016 
 
In attendance:  Ellen Weber, Ricky Arbron, David Fogel, Linda Gornitsky, Lorraine Kweskin, Peter 
Lilienthal, Gary Schulman, Nancy Schulman, Eileen Springer, David Stein, Seth Tobin, Arlene 
Rosen 
 
By Telephone:  Shoshana Dweck 
 
Staff:  James Cohen, Rebekah Raz 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:34 pm. 
 
Peter Lilienthal delivered the d’var torah which focused on the concept of remembrance. 
 
Ellen Weber delivered the President’s report.  She reminded everyone about the upcoming call 
night on April 18th.  She gave details as to her recent trip to Israel, highlighting the event at 
which President Shimon Peres presented the Parnership2Gether system with the Jerusalem 
Unity Award.  In Afula, Ellen visited many of the programs we sponsor and met officials from 
across the system.  She urged Board members to make stewardships calls, wishing donors a 
Happy Passover.  Ellen concluded by discussing our ongoing efforts to improve our score on 
Charity Navigator.  David Stein is looking into accountability and transparency and Seth Tobin is 
looking into financial reporting. 
 
James Cohen delivered the CEO’s report.  He mentioned that he will be traveling to Cleveland at 
the beginning of May to attend (on a scholarship) the JCPA Annual Conference, where he hopes 
to learn more about JCRC work.  The Passover sweepstakes ends on April 13th.  A report on how 
UJF did will come after its completion.  Meetings are on the calendar with recipients regarding 
last year’s grant allocations.  Jim will be accompanied by either Linda Gornitsky or Isaac Shalev 
on these appointments.   
 
David Stein distributed a draft Donor Privacy Policy.  There was significant discussion regarding 
the policy.  After the discussion, David moved to approve the language.  Lorraine Kweskin 
seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. The Policy as approved is attached to 
these minutes. 
 
James Cohen then reviewed the “Simple Guide to the Granting and Allocations Process” as 
requested by the Board at their retreat (see attached).  Jim distributed copies of the local 
allocations centerfold from the upcoming NJV, which he explained could be used by solicitors to 
show potential donors how we chose to spend money locally.  Gary Schulman commented that 
the Board should hear from Granting and Allocactions.  Committee if any significant changes 
should be made to the process.  Jim reminded the Board that it had previously not to make large 
changes until at least two cycles had been completed. 
 
David Fogel, as chair of Granting and Allocations Committee presented the committee’s 
recommendations for overseas grants for 2015.  After discussion, David moved that they be 



accepted.  Ricky Arbron seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.  (Allocation 
attached.) 
 
Ricky Arbron and Gary Schulman then delivered campaign and finance reports respectively.  As 
of March 31, campaign stood at $564,601.  There is a gap of $79,457 from the previous year.  
Over the past month, the gap has been reduced by one third.   
 
Following “Good and Welfare” the meeting was adjourned at 9:09pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Stein, 
Secretary 


