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Rabbi Eugene Borowitz,
Leading Reform Thinker
and Teacher, Dies at 91

The Jewish Renaissance

UJF and Young Israel Welcome Barry Shrage

brew Union College-Jewish
By JTA staff
Institute of Religion’s New
NEW YORK (JTA) – Rabbi
York campus, Rabbi BorowEugene Borowitz, an influenitz was most recently its Sigtial thinker in Reform Judamund L. Falk Distinguished
ism, has died at 91.
Professor Emeritus of EduRabbi Borowitz died on
cation and Jewish Religious
January 22 at his home in
Thought. According to his
Stamford, CT, the Forward
biography on the HUC
reported.
website, Rabbi Borowitz
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the
was the “much honored
president of the Union for
Rabbi Eugene
‘dean’ of American Jewish
Reform Judaism, described
Borowitz
philosophers.”
Rabbi Borowitz as a “largerRabbi Borowitz was includthan-life figure in postwar
Judaism,” according to the Forward, ed in the Jewish Publication Society’s
adding that Rabbi Borowitz’s “impact “Scholars of Distinction” series and Brill
on generations of rabbis was immense.” Publishing’s “Library of Contemporary
See “Rabbi” on page 6
A longtime faculty member at He-

Barry Shrage, the presiother individuals can match.
dent of the Combined Jewish
We are indeed fortunate to
Philanthropies of Greater
be able to hear what he has
Boston, will speak on “The
to say about our future.”
Jewish Renaissance: Looking
Ten years ago, Shrage
Back… 10 Years Later” on
spoke in Stamford and preSunday, February 28, at 7 pm,
dicted a major renaissance
at Young Israel of Stamford.
in the Jewish community.
The event is being co-sponHe will look back at some of
sored by the United Jewhis predictions, discussing
ish Federation of Greater
which of his forecasts actually
Stamford, New Canaan, and
happened, which ones didn’t
Barry Shrage
Darien, and Young Israel of
and why. He will also give
Stamford.
his thoughts on what the American
“We are delighted to be able to Jewish community can expect in the
bring to Stamford one of the most years ahead.
influential leaders in the American
Shrage has served as president of
Jewish community today,” said Michael CJP since 1987. He has been called
Feldstein, who is chairing the event. instrumental in the creation of several
“Barry Shrage has made an impact on cutting-edge programs designed to enthe American Jewish scene that very few
See “Renaissance” on page 4

Remembering Community Leader Ron Gross, z’l
In Memoriam

By James Cohen
Ronald M. Gross, business executive,
community leader and philanthropist,
died at his home in Stamford on January 31. He was 82. Originally from Ohio,
Ron graduated from Ohio State University and Harvard Business School,
and remained an active alumnus of
both institutions, mentoring students
and reading case studies. Ron’s distinguished career took him to many corners of the globe. An expert on Asian
trade matters, he spent considerable
time traveling in the Far East. During
his 17 years as chief executive officer
of ITT Rayonier, Inc., he demonstrated
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Remembering
the Civil
Rights Era
Former Senator Joseph
Lieberman, joined by his
wife Hadassah Lieberman,
visited Carmel Academy’s
third grade to talk about
his experiences during the
Civil Rights era, including
witnessing Martin Luther
King Jr. give his “I Have
A Dream” speech. See article
on page 17.

Temple Beth El in Stamford.
keen management skills and
He served as president of the
a spinning off of Rayonier
United Jewish Federation of
as an independent public
Greater Stamford, New Caentity on the New York Stock
naan and Darien from 1997Exchange.
2000, during which time he
Ron moved his family to
worked tirelessly to improve
Stamford in 1977 and as a
the relationship between UJF
Stamford resident, he made
and all of its partner agencies.
his mark not only in the
He also served on the boards
world of business, but in the
world of community service. Ronald M. Gross of Jewish Family Service and
United Way of Fairfield CounRepeating his performance
as president of Congregation Beth El ty and as chairman of the U.S. Savings
of Vancouver (where the family lived Bond Campaign for Fairfield County.
Ron’s commitment to the commuprior to their Stamford move), Ron
served with distinction as president of nity continued until his death. Most
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recently, he served on the Legacy Giving
and Herzl Society Committees at UJF
and helped to establish a new legacy
program for the organization – one of
his most long-standing goals.
Ron is survived by his wife of 53 years,
the former Grecia Levin, sons Bradley
and Bennett, and three grandchildren,
Eli, Anderson and Benjamin.
Turn to page 5 to read reflections about
Ron’s life from some Stamford community
leaders.
James Cohen is the CEO of United
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New
Canaan and Darien.
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CEO Message

We Owe it to Tevye
By James A. Cohen
I know that I have referenced “Fiddler on the Roof”
in previous writings and I’m
sorry. Actually, I am not that
sorry; not just because I have
a life-long love of musical theatre or that I accompanied the
Chapter Two participants to its
latest Broadway revival. The
truth is that the messages in
the show resonate so strongly
and provide us with a roadmap
for future success.

Tevye struggles throughout the play with the changes
taking place around him. A
man of great wisdom, he navigates through the tempest
of his beliefs relatively well.
He is willing to change, while
hanging on to the strands he
considers most important. At
the story’s end, we envision
him arriving in America a
James Cohen,
confident, proud Jew who
UJF CEO
will adapt when necessary,
albeit begrudgingly on occasion.
What a role model Tevye is for the
rest of us, particularly those of us who
care so deeply about the success of the
Jewish community. Professionals and
lay leaders alike are struggling with how
to adapt to the new realities of our times:
February 19....... 5:15 pm
the changing philanthropic trends, the
alarming rates of non-affiliation and the
February 26....... 5:23 pm
need to modernize Jewish education
March 4............. 5:31 pm
are but three of the headwinds we face.
March 11........... 5:39 pm
At UJF, we have responded to
March 18........... 6:47 pm
the headwinds with action. We have
followed Tevye’s example and have
March 25........... 6:54 pm
changed our conversation with the
April 1............... 7:02 pm
community to fit with the times in
April 8............... 7:09 pm
two key areas: 1. Our switch to a

CANDLE
LIGHTING TIMES

granting model for allocations will
provide our donors with a concrete
understanding of how their money
is being invested – creating greater
accountability and transparency.
2. Our revitalized commitment to
community building, exemplified
most significantly by the upcoming
Shabbat Across Stamford, provides
us all with unique, unifying spaces

in an all-inclusive fashion.
As we move forward, I am confident that these changes will continue
to benefit all of the agencies and
partners in our community. We must
all work together to modernize and
adapt, while holding on to the values
we hold most dear. Tevye would expect nothing less. And, as the good
book says….

Immigration and the
Refugee Crisis
O n M o n d a y,
March 14, United
Jewish Federation’s Cardozo
Law Society will
hold a networking and educational event at
the Innovation
Center in StamGlenn Dynner
ford. Julie Daniel,
Robert Hoff and Michael Wirgin
are co-chairs of the event. Dinner
and drinks will be served giving
area lawyers a chance to mingle and
schmooze, followed by a panel discussion titled “The Refugee Crisis:
Yesterday and Today.”
Panelists for the program include
Jessica Greenberg, specialist in immigration and naturalization law, and
Glenn Dynner, professor at Sarah

Shalom, Baby!
“Shalom Baby” is United Jewish
Federation’s way of welcoming the
newest additions to Jewish families
in the Greater Stamford Jewish community. The Shalom Baby gift bag not
only contains presents for the babies,
but goodies for the moms and dads,
as well. If you know of a Jewish family
who recently has had a baby, contact
Sharon Franklin at 203-321-1373,
ext. 109.
At right: Peretz and Kate Cik with future
UJF philanthropist Ezra Cik.

Lawrence College
and scholar on
East European
Jewry. Greenberg
will give a current
perspective on the
immigration and
refugees crisis,
while Dynner will
Jessica Greenberg discuss and compare the issues
and problems Jews faced during World
War II.
The event will be held at 6:45 pm
in the original courtroom at the historic old town hall building, now the
Innovation Center. It is located at 174
Atlantic St. in downtown Stamford.
To RSVP for the event, go to www.ujf.
org/cardozo16. For more information,
contact Jim Cohen at jcohen@ujf.org
or call 203-321-1373.

COMMUNITY NEWS
JCC Centennial Gala: A Once-in-a-lifetime Event

This year the JCC is celebrating its 100th anniversary and the first major event of its centennial year
will be a fund-raising gala on Saturday, March 12.
“The JCC has always been a place where wonderful things happen, day after day,” said gala Co-chair
Arlene Ettinger. “Children are taught, seniors share
meals, friendships are formed. Lifelong memories
are created and passed down through generations.”
“The gala will not only be a celebration of 100
years of service to the community,” added Cochair Susan Peyser, “but will also raise funds that
will enable us to continue to offer the full array of
educational, cultural, social, recreational and leadership programs that enrich the lives of thousands
of families and individuals.”
Special guest Alan Kalter will serve as master of
ceremonies, as past and present JCC members and
friends share memories and stories. The evening will
feature cocktails, dinner and a centennial journal.
The event will be held at Rockrimmon Country Club

At right: Planning the JCC’s
Centennial Gala, right to left, are
Nina Lotstein, Linda Rubinstein,
event Co-chair Arlene Ettinger,
Lisa Gomberg, Ann Goldblum and
Lori Tobin. As part of its year-long
centennial celebration, the JCC
will hold a fund-raising gala on
Saturday, March 12, at Rockrimmon
Country Club. Missing from the
photo are event Co-chair Susan
Peyser and gala committee members
Carol Brewer, Marsha Colten, Jane
Karp, Betsey Selkowitz and Stephanie
Sherman. Maxine Freilich and Rich
Vogel serve as co-chairs for the JCC’s
Centennial Committee.

beginning at 7:30 pm. Dietary laws will be observed.
Visit www.stamfordjcc.org for ticket and jour-

nal reservations. For more information, contact
Shannon Jacobs at 203-487-0965 or sjacobs@
stamfordjcc.org.
The Jewish Community Center of Stamford is a recipient
agency of United Jewish Federation of Stamford, New
Canaan and Darien.

Friendship Circle Honors Teen
Volunteers

Deadlines for
articles

Fred Springer to Receive Chesed Award

By Meryl Gordon
The Friendship Circle will recognize hundreds of teen volunteers at an Evening of
Appreciation on Thursday, March 17, beginning at 7 pm, at the Crowne Plaza Stamford.
The entire community is invited to “share an
evening with friends.”
Through the Friendship Circle, 350 volunteers share more than 12,500 hours annually
through more than 20 programs, benefitting
more than 100 special needs individuals and
Chesed Award honoree Fred Springer (standing in center) with
their families.
“Sharing” is the theme of the evening. “At Friendship Circle volunteers at UJF’s Super Sunday.
Friendship Circle, we share so much,” said Sarah
Lipsker, Friendship Circle program coordinator.
“We share friendship, love, tears, laughter, joy,
hope, our time, our families, birthdays, holidays
and many special moments.”
This year, the Friendship Circle will present Fred
Springer with its first Chesed Award. Springer is
chairman of the Friendship Circle Board.
Malya Shmotkin, Friendship Circle director, explained, “We wanted to thank Fred for his leadership,
his friendship and his guidance. He is always there
for us and he goes out on a limb for others. He has
such passion for the Friendship Circle kids and is
always inspiring others to participate in Friendship
Circle. He is the epitome of ‘chesed!’”
The mission of the Friendship Circle is to
bridge the gap between special needs and typical youth through shared experience; empower
special needs youth with the skills they need to
live a productive and independent adult life;
give parents and families much-needed respite;
and nurture a sense of awareness and communal
responsibility in local teens.

The deadlines for the next three issues of The
New Jewish Voice are:
Monday, February 29....................................April
Monday, March 28......................................... May
Send New Jewish Voice article submissions to Sandy Golove at sandy@ujf.org marked “Stamford
Voice” in the subject line. Expect an acknowledgement; please re-send if you do not receive
one.

Steve and Hersh Batkin

Personal & Commercial
Insurance

203.302.3880
www.lampebatkin.com

See “Teen” on page 6

Most insurance accepted for adolescents with no out-of-pocket expense for check-ups*
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*As long as you are eligible, have met all deductibles, have benefits remaining and your plan is UCR or equivalent.
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Bar/Bat Mitzvah Planning Event
MITZVAH PROJECT FAIR
&

CELEBRATE! SAVINGS
Exclusive Event Discounts

Pre-Register now at
CelebrateShowcase.com
and enter to

Win a FitBit

GREENWICH, CT
February 28 • 12-4pm

Hyatt Regency Greenwich
1800 E Putnam Avenue
presented by Mitzvah Market

Ê

ur patients... and you’ll love your dentist!
We love o

Dental Care Kids
Open 7 Days A Week!

Board Certified Dentists and Orthodontists
Steve
Hersh Batkin
Steve and Hersh Batkin
lescents!
scents!
forandChildren
and Adolescents!
IV sedation for high fear & special needs children

Personal & Commercial
Insurance

Personal & Commercial
Insurance
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from
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www.DentalCareKids.com www.DentalCareOrthodontics.com
alC
CareOrthodontics.com
203.883.4457
Call Today for New Patient Special Offers!

1500 Summer St., Stamford, CT
203.302.3880

Visit www.ujf.org, facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or
tweet UJF at ujfstamford
www.lampebatkin.com

203.302.3880
www.lampebatkin.com
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Remembering Rabbi Eugene Borowitz, z’l
In Memoriam

By Rabbi Jay TelRav
Rabbi Larry Hoffman said at the
funeral of Dr. Eugene Borowitz, z’l,
“’Never again did there arise in Israel
another like Moses.’ When word came
that Eugene Borowitz had died, however, I suspected the Torah was wrong.
If ever there were another Moshe rabbeinu, Gene was it.”
When describing Dr. Borowitz
to those unfamiliar with his work,
I would choose descriptors such as
“the preeminent theologian alive in
the world today,” and “a giant of our
generation” or “the type of individual
whose thinking changes a generation
of Judaism.” His academic career at the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion in New York City spanned
more than 50 years. He authored 17
books and more than 350 articles. He
taught generations of Reform rabbinical and cantorial students, and guided
our thinking on matters of covenantal
theology. He insisted that the progressive Jew think seriously about what it

Rabbi

Jewish Philosophers” book series.
Rabbi Borowitz published hundreds
of articles and 19 books, including “Renewing the Covenant” (1991, 1996),
which was translated into Hebrew for
Israeli readers in 2014; “A Touch of the
Sacred, a Theologian’s Informal Guide
to Jewish Belief” (2007), and “Choices in
Modern Jewish Thought (1983, 1995).
According to his HUC bio, Rabbi
Borowitz was the only Jew to have
served as president of the American
Theological Society.
His 1974 work, “The Mask Jews
Wear,” won the National Jewish Book
Award in the category of Jewish
thought. Rabbi Borowitz was also a
founder and longtime editor of Sh’ma,
a Jewish journal. He served as visiting
professor of religion at numerous major universities, including Columbia
and Princeton.
In addition to his rabbinic ordination, Rabbi Borowitz had doctorates

means to be in a deep relationship
with God, and what obligations that
sacred connection places upon us. Dr.
Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, who also
offered a eulogy, said of him, “He gave
us back God.”
Dr. Borowitz received his bachelor’s
degree from Ohio State University in
1943. He was ordained at HUC-JIR
in Cincinnati in 1948 and earned his
doctor of Hebrew Letters degree in
rabbinic literature at HUC in 1952.
He served congregations in St. Louis,
MO, and Port Washington, NY, and
was a Navy chaplain during the Korean
War. Prior to his academic position at
HUC-JIR, he was national director of
education for Reform Judaism at the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, known today as the Union for
Reform Judaism.
For the past 15 years, as a Stamford resident and Temple Sinai
congregant, he was rarely absent
from Shabbat morning Torah study.
Each week, a gathering of dedicated
Continued from page 1

from HUC and Columbia University’s
Teachers College.
Before joining the HUC faculty, Rabbi Borowitz served as a U.S. Navy chaplain in the Korean War and as national
director of education at the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations (the
organization later became the Union
for Reform Judaism.)
Rabbi Borowitz grew up in Columbus, OH.
Rabbi Jacobs told the Forward Rabbi
Borowitz was the “embodiment of a
rabbinic sage.”
“So many of us were deeply
touched and inspired by his writing,
his classroom presence, and his charisma,” Rabbi Jacobs said. “He was
incredibly passionate about deepening our understanding.”
In addition to his scholarly work,
Rabbi Borowitz also advised Reform
congregations, according to the Forward.

adults would sit at the feet of their
beloved teacher (who insisted they
call him “Gene”) and work their way
through the Bible, word by word. Ron
Cowan, Temple Sinai congregant,
shared that Gene’s guidance and
sage wisdom, were treasured gifts to
the Torah Study group and will be
sorely missed.
Gene’s passing is a great personal
loss as well. Even with the stature of his
reputation, I have seldom encountered
a man of such humility and grace. Officiating at his funeral was one of the
most challenging professional duties I
have fulfilled. Throughout the service,

I fought hard to see the pages in front
of me through my own tears of grief
and loss.
At the suggestion of Gene’s daughters, we invited mourners to bring their
shofarot to the cemetery and, after the
shovels had been replaced in the frozen
earth and the words of Kaddish had
been uttered, we sounded a haunting
tekiah g’dolah. This ancient tradition
aptly expressed our deep and mournful
sorrow over the loss of a great sage, a
Moshe rabeinu of our time. No one
present will soon forget that sound,
the emotions it evoked, or the man for
whom it was sounded.

Breakfast with the Senator
Nearly 200 congregants from Temple Beth El in Stamford sat down for
breakfast on January 10 for an extensive Q&A session with U.S. Senator
Richard Blumenthal. The senator,
who is a TBE member, responded to
questions on a wide range of topics,
including the Middle East and ISIS,

the Affordable Care Act, gun violence,
drug abuse and the current lack of
civil discourse and congressional
bipartisanship.
Prior to the breakfast, which was
sponsored by the Men’s Club, Blumenthal met with a group of students from
the synagogue’s religious school.

L-r: Alyssa Goldberg, Jake Rosner, Shira Cohen, Ben Wallace, Elena Salm, Jeremy
Young, Hudson Price, Senator Richard Blumenthal, Sophie Blomberg, Charlie Schwartz,
Michael Rose, Julia Marrinan, Ari Singer Freeman, Mollie Herz and Emily Goodman.

Renaissance

gage the next generation in meaningful
Jewish life and create a welcoming,
inclusive Jewish community. Projects
include Me’ah, a Jewish adult education
curriculum, and Parenting Through
a Jewish Lens, a Jewish learning program for parents of young children.
Pioneered in Boston, both programs
are now being replicated nationwide.
Shrage was among the first Federation leaders to embrace the power of
Taglit-Birthright Israel, and has worked

Continued from page 1

to send 11,000 Boston-area college
students on free trips to Israel. During
the recession that began in 2008,
he helped develop CJP’s Economic
Response, which provided additional
funding to meet the needs of the most
vulnerable, including isolated seniors,
immigrants, the unemployed and people with disabilities.
The program is free and open to the
entire community. Desserts and coffee
will be served after the presentation.

Stamford Jewish Community Leaders Remember
Ron Gross, z’l

 “Ron’s commitment to Federation was everlasting.
When his term as president ended, it was not the
end of his commitment. Post presidency, he actively
coordinated the establishment of a legacy giving effort. His Federation leadership was continuous and
exemplary.” – David Kweskin, past president, United
Jewish Federation
 “Ron Gross was president when I was the executive
vice president of UJF. We had a very special relationship – a true partnership that had the same goals.
“We worked tirelessly to strengthen Federation as
the central address of the Jewish community and to
develop cohesion and true community among all the
agencies. Ron believed in making the relationship
among and with the agencies positive and constructive, and he worked hard to develop consensus on
important issues facing our community. One of the
most important accomplishments during his term
was to ensure that Jewish education became a main
focus and priority of Federation.
“Ron was a true gentleman, kind and open to
ideas. He had very strong positive values and it was

my honor to serve with him and learn from him. I
will miss his wisdom and counsel. The community
will miss his leadership and guidance.” – Edith Samers,
past executive director, United Jewish Federation
 “Ron Gross was the penultimate Jewish community
lay leader. He always had the Jewish community in
the front of his mind and was the best kind of leader
... inspiring creative thinking, then converting ideas
into successful action supported by many who were
happy to follow him. At Temple Beth El, for example,
as president he led significant major leadership and
culture changes. When the Jewish Historical Society
needed furniture to open its first Jewish Archives, he
arranged to have it donated, delivered and set up. He
was always quiet yet very intentional, projecting his
special kind of CEO power to benefit all of us that
will be sorely missed.” – Fred Golove, past president,
Temple Beth El
 “Ron possessed the all-too-often rare combination
of common sense and common decency. He was a
leader in every sense of the word, and served as a
role model and mentor for me as I began life in a
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new and often challenging profession. A gentleman
and a gentle man – he will be missed. I miss him
already.” – James Cohen, CEO, UJF
 “Ron was a great leader who will be missed. His
background was Midwestern, but his career has been
primarily bi-coastal. And he was able to combine
Midwestern, down home practicality and ethics with
a sophistication and savvy to make dreams become
reality. And for that he was universally admired and
respected.” – Rabbi Joshua Hammerman, Temple Beth El
 “Ron was a former JFS board member and visionary
leader. He was a great source of guidance, support
and mentorship. His passing leaves an irreplaceable
void in our community.” – Matt Greenberg, CEO,
Jewish Family Service
 “Ron invited me onto the UJF Board of Directors
during the first year of his presidency. He showed me
what being a leader is. It was an honor to work with
him. Ron, along with my dad, put me on my UJF path.
He was a mentor and a mensch. I am so thankful he
was a member of our community.” – Nancy Mimoun,
past president, UJF

Spring Heats Up at UConn Judaic Studies Series
By Rebecca Isenstein
The Center for Judaic and Middle Eastern Studies
at UConn-Stamford will host its Lunch and Learn
Series again this spring, with lectures from some of
UConn’s professors. The series will begin on Thursday, March 24, with the Herbert and Sarah M. Gibor
Annual Lecture, “Why Hitler Murdered the Jews: An
Assessment of Timothy Snyder’s Black Earth: The
Holocaust as History and Warning” by Dr. Joel Blatt,
professor of history, UConn-Stamford. Two-time
recipient of the UConn-Stamford Campus Outstanding Teacher Award, Blatt’s expertise is in European
history. He has edited a book on “The French Defeat
of 1940: Reassessments” (1998), published numerous
articles on France and Italy between the two world
wars, and is presently working on two books.
The Maria and Ishier Jacobson
Annual Lecture will take place
on Thursday, March 31, and will
feature Dr. Richard Wilson, Gladstein Chair for Human Rights,
founding director of the Human
Rights Institute, and professor
anthropology and law at UConn.
Wilson’s lecture, “Propaganda on
Trial: the Lessons of Nuremberg,”
will commemorate the 70th anni- Dr. Richard Wilson
versary of the Nuremberg Trials.
Wilson’s most recent book, “Writing History in International Criminal Trials,” was selected by Choice in 2012
as an “Outstanding Academic Title.” He is presently
writing a book about inciting speech from the Nuremberg Trials to the Kenyan cases at the International
Criminal Court, titled “Propaganda On Trial: the Law
and Social Science of International Speech Crimes.”
On Thursday, April 14, Dr. Fred Roden will deliver the Saul Kwartin Memorial Lecture, “Recovering
Jewishness: Modern Identities Reclaimed.” Roden is a
professor of English at UConn-Stamford, specializing in
Victorian and medieval literature, gender studies and
queer theory, and religious studies. He is the author of

numerous book chapters, journal articles and reviews,
including his most recent book, “Recovering Jewishness:
Modern Identities Reclaimed.” He has received the
UConn AAUP award for Teaching Excellence and the
CLAS Excellence in Teaching in the Humanities award.
Wrapping up the series on Thursday, May 12, the
Center’s own Dr. Nehama Aschkenasy will present
“Thoroughly European, Perennially the Outsider:
The Strange Case of David Vogel.” Aschkenasy is
professor of comparative literary and cultural studies
at UConn, where she teaches courses in Israeli and
Middle Eastern literature, Bible, women’s studies,
and English literature at the Stamford campus,
and graduate courses in literature and politics, and
literature and religion, at the Storrs campus. The

author of numerous books, chapters and articles,
she recently contributed a chapter, “Reversing the
Aqedah: The Biblical and the Mystical in Grossman’s
‘To the End of the Land,’” in “The Bible Retold by
Jewish Artists, Writers, Composers, and Filmmakers”
(Sheffield Phoenix Press).
For more information or to register for the series
($50 including lunch), or to join the Center’s mailing list and receive updates on courses and program
offerings, contact the Center’s office at 203-251-9525
or stamfordjudaicstudies@uconn.edu.
The Center for Judaic and Middle Eastern Studies is a
recipient agency of the United Jewish Federation of Greater
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, and is also supported
by donations from the community.

Maximizing Social Security Benefits

Community members are invited to learn the ins
and outs about social security, including how and
when to collect to maximize benefits, at a talk on
Sunday, March 6, at 9:30 am, at Temple Beth El. The
public is welcome to attend at no charge. The talk is
sponsored by TBE Sisterhood and Men’s Club. For
further information, call Beth Silver at 203-249-7046,
or e-mail sisterhood@tbe.org.

Family Education Day

Chabad of Stamford will host a Family Education
Day on Sunday, March 6, from 9:30 am-12:30 pm.
The event, for men, women, families and singles,
will cover topics relevant to Jewish life and living in
45-minute sessions.
There will be programming for children, as well as
an opportunity to cook for Loaves of Love (packages
featuring soup, challah and wine that are distributed
to anybody in the community who could use a “Taste
of Shabbat”).
For more information, contact Leah Shemtov at
morahleah@chabadstamford.org.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,

facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamford
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bits and pieces

By Sandy Golove
To submit information to Bits and
Pieces, call 3211373, ext. 107, or
e-mail me at sandy@
ujf.org.
MAZEL TOV TO
GROWING FAMILIES:
Paula Eppinger on the birth of a
great-granddaughter, Nerea Alessia
Lopez.
Liz and Jason Gold on the birth of
a daughter, Emma Rose Gold.
Rebecca and Matthew Grossbard on
the birth of twins, Elliana Riley Grossbard and Zoey Madison Grossbard;
great-grandmother is Enid Randall.
Elana Koss and Adam Zitter on the
birth of a daughter; grandparents are
Hillary and Bob Zitter.
Helen and Ed Kweskin on the birth
of a grandson, Chase Sydney Kweskin.
Marion Milrod on the birth of a
granddaughter, Maeve Frances Tyler.
Leah and Doni Perl on the birth of
twin daughters.
Carolyn and John Remlin on the
birth of a son, Leo Willis Remlin;
grandparents are Shelley Taylor and
David Swerdloff.
Talia and Jonathan Siscovick on the
birth of triplets, Elise Siscovick, Elliot
Sisovick and Joseph Sisovick.
Dana and Rocky Vera on the birth of
a son, Marcus Alejandro Vera; grandparents are Evelyn and Bruce Kahn.
David and Kimmie Warmflash on the
birth of a daughter; grandparents are
Bennet and Sherry Kfare and Doris and
Ron Warmflash; great-grandmother is
Camille Warmflash.
MAZEL TOV TO:
Alice and Richard Fierstein on the
marriage of their daughter, Bonni Fierstein, to Dan Shea.
Susan and Art Greenwald on the
engagement of their daughter, Alison
Greenwald, to David Ash, son of Meg
and Peter Ash, of Atlanta.
Betsy and Mike Stone on the engagement of their son, Daniel Stone,

Teen

The evening will begin at 7 pm
with “sweets and savories,” followed
by a one-hour program beginning at
8 pm. The Crowne Plaza Stamford is
located at 2701 Summer St., Stamford.
Reservations are $36 per person. Teen
volunteer reservations are complimentary. RSVP by Thursday, March

to Emma Roth.
MAZEL TOV TO B’NAI MITZVAH:
Karina Grabine, daughter of Amy
and Scott Grabine.
Elie Kligman, son of Leah and Marc
Kligman; grandparents are Nancy and
Harris Kligman.
Leeba Zucker, daughter of Shira and
Mitchell Zucker.
CONDOLENCES TO:
Lisa Borowitz, Drucy Glick and Nan
Langowitz on the loss of their father,
Rabbi Eugene Borowitz.
Lee Bowbeer on the loss of his father,
Dave Bowbeer.
Paula Eytel on the loss of her father,
James Brennan.
Debbie Ferri on the loss of her father,
Dolph Schayes.
Harrison Ganz on the loss of his
father, Arnold Ganz.
Sylvia Gladstone on the loss of her
husband, Herbert Gladstone.
Karen Gordon on the loss of her
father, Michael Levine.
Grecia Gross, Bradley Gross and
Bennett Gross on the loss of her husband and their father, Ronald Gross.
Holly Hyman and Casey Hyman on
the loss of her son and his brother,
Evan Hyman.
Vivian Levine and Karen Gordon on
the loss of her husband and her father,
Maier (Mike) Levine.
Gary Lilien and Amy Lilien-Harper
on the loss of his wife and her mother,
Dorothy Lilien.
Len Mark on the loss of his sister,
Gloria Spivak.
Lenny Pollack and Lydia Singer on
the loss of their mother, Bella Pollack.
Monica Schlessinger on the loss of
her father, Earl William Smyth.
Andrew Schwartz, Jeffrey Schwartz
and Debora Weinstein on the loss of
their mother, Marilyn Schwartz.
Marjorie Schwartz, Ethan Schwartz and
Alex Schwartz on the loss of her husband
and their father, Lewis (Lew) Schwartz.
Hal Trencher on the loss of his
mother, Harriet Trencher.
Chris Vellozzi on the loss of his faContinued from page 3

3. For more information or to make
a reservation, contact Shmotkin at
malya@friendshipct.com or at 203329-0015, ext. 131.
The Friendship Circle is a recipient
agency of United Jewish Federation of
Greater Stamford, New Canaan and
Darien.

UJF Tribute Cards are a wonderful way to connect with
your family and friends and mark any occasion while
supporting the extraordinary work of UJF. To send a
tribute, go to www.ujf.org.

JEEP tracks: musings on
*

education and engagement

The Three-Legged Stool
By Cantor Marcia
Lane
Al shlosha devarim
ha-olam omeid.
Al ha torah, v’al
ha-avodah, v’al gemillut hasadim. Pirke
Avot 1:2
The world rests
on three things: study of Torah, prayer
and deeds of lovingkindness.
Among the many events or programs
I have the opportunity to do here at
UJF, three stand out for me because
they exemplify the statement from
Pirkei Avot. These three tent-pole
events are things UJF creates with and
for the entire community, not for any
one constituency, and they are Tapestry,
Shabbat Across Stamford, and Yom
Hashoah.
Tapestry is the perfect expression
of study. For one evening, everyone
in the Stamford Jewish community
cares about learning. That learning
might be a book of Torah or a piece
of Jewish history or Israeli politics.
We learn about poetry and art, and
Jewish views on contemporary issues.
In the broadest sense – and in the
sense that the sages understood – it
is all Torah. Just as the scroll that we
read every week, several times a week,
is Torah, so, too, are all the matters
that spring from it. Tapestry allows us
to engage in learning on a personal
and communal level.
The second “leg” of the three-legged
stool on which we rely is Shabbat Across
Stamford. For me, it’s the coming
together of the diverse branches of
the Jewish people to pray that distinguishes this evening from any other
dinner-gathering. After all, we could
have the dinner anytime. We can learn

from a distinguished speaker any night
of the week. But the act of davening, of
welcoming Shabbat, that’s the thing
that makes this evening different. We
unite in acknowledging our special
relationship, as Jews, to the seventh
day. We make it particular and holy.
It’s why Shabbat Across Stamford is so
difficult to achieve and also why it’s so
important to do it! We go out of our
way to observe Shabbat and to make
the experience satisfying for all. Even
though this is only the second year of
Shabbat Across Stamford, I am excited
and energized by the very thought of it!
In May, we will observe and commemorate Yom Hashoah. So many
years after the events that arguably
defined modern history for Jews and
for the world at large, we gather to
remember. That act of remembrance,
the care we take to acknowledge the
lives that were lost or irretrievably
altered, is considered the greatest act
of kindness. When we participate in a
burial, that act is called hesed shel emet – a
kindness of truth. It occupies a special
place because it represents a kindness
that can never be repaid. The person
for whom we perform that service can
never say thank you. We do it for no
better reason than because it is the
right thing to do. When we make the
commemoration meaningful we fulfill
our obligation with our whole heart.
Three eloquent and different ways
that JEEP attempts to honor the mandate to educate and engage. Three significant ways for the entire community
to support the world!
JEEP* – Jewish Education and
Engagement Project of United Jewish
Federation
Cantor Marcia Lane is UJF’s director of
education and engagement.
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Host Families are Where the Heart Is
By Luisa Viladas
With just over six months to go until the opening
ceremonies of the Stamford 2016 JCC Maccabi Games
and ArtsFest, the call for host families resounds
through Stamford and Lower Fairfield County.
The JCC Maccabi Games are an Olympic-style sporting and cultural event for Jewish teens from all over
the world. JCC Maccabi ArtsFest is a week-long arts
experience for creative Jewish teens, featuring workshops in a variety of specialties with some of the leading
artists in each field. Athletes and artists participate in
competition and workshops, while enjoying community
service projects and social activities. The Games and
ArtsFest are hosted each summer by Jewish Community
Centers in the U.S. and Canada. St. Louis, MO, and
Columbus, OH, will also host JCC Maccabi Games in
2016. ArtsFest will be offered exclusively in Stamford.

The JCC Maccabi Games and ArtsFest are considered a powerful, transforming experience for Jewish
teens, unique in their ability to integrate sports and
the arts with Jewish identity and values. Teens from
the U.S., Israel, Canada, South America and Europe
will converge for a week of competition and arts
workshops, community service and social activities.
Close to 500 host families will be needed to house
the 1,200 visiting athletes and artists from across the
country and around the world from Sunday, August
7, through Friday, August 12.
“Staying with host families is an integral part of the
JCC Maccabi experience,” said JCC Maccabi Games
and ArtsFest Co-chair Jeannie Kriftcher. “For what is
really a minimal commitment, the returns are huge.
I can say, from personal experience, that there is
nothing like it.”

Exploring Jewish Soul Food
By Elissa Kaplan
author, Silver’s book “weaves personal taste
A fan of Jewish soul food? Those who are will
memories with the intricate past of knishes,
know the Yiddish or Russian word for “bun”
making for a compelling, well-researched
or “dumpling.” It is knish, a nosh available for
biography of these iconic Jewish pastries.” In
just under $5 at local delis. Laura Silver, the
addition to being the world’s leading knish
knish historian, will discuss the phenomenon
expert, Silver is an award-winning journalist.
of the knish on Tuesday, March 8, as part of the
Her articles about food and culture have
Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County’s
appeared in The New York Times, the Forward,
March featured program. It will be held at the
Laura Silver
the Jerusalem Report and on NPR. Silver, a
Darien Library, 1441 Post Rd., Darien, starting
native New Yorker, earned an M.F.A. in creat 7 pm and is free and open to the public. The event ative writing from Brooklyn College, where she studied
is co-sponsored by the Darien Library.
with Allan Ginsberg. As an undergraduate, she earned
The most common kind of knish is a square piece of a B.A. in French and comparative literature from the
pastry, filled with potatoes. Knishes can also be filled with University of Massachusetts at Amherst.
kasha, spinach, meat, sweet potato, cherry cheese, or whatTo register for this event, call 203-321-1373, ext.
ever the baker has on hand. In her book, “Knish: In Search 150 or e-mail info@jhsfc-ct.org. For answers to quesof the Jewish Soul Food,” Silver has researched the history tions about the program or anything about JHS,
of the knish and its place in Jewish culture, identity and contact Marcie Schoenfeld at 203-359-9148 or eliseven family. In addition to the lecture by Silver about the sa@de-kaplan.com. For additional information, visit
knish, the Darien Library staff members plan to prepare the website http://jhsfc-ct.org or become a Jewish
a dish from Silver’s book. Mallory Arents, librarian at the Historical Society friend on Facebook.
The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County is a
Darien Library, declares, “Should be a nice spread!”
According to Joan Nathan, noted chef and cookbook recipient agency of United Jewish Federation.

Host families provide daily breakfast, sleeping
accommodations (one bed or air mattress for each
athlete or artist), and transportation in the mornings
and evenings to convenient central locations. Each
host family is required to house two athletes or artists,
though they may host as many visitors as they have
seatbelts in their cars. Families whose teens are participating in JCC Maccabi agree to open their homes to
at least two athletes or artists. There will be an evening
during the week dedicated to host families.
With some 300 athletes and artists participating
from Stamford and surrounding towns, the total
number of Jewish teens participating this summer
could surpass 1,500, and, in addition to host families,
it will take approximately 1,000 volunteers to ensure
that the Games and ArtsFest are a success.
The Housing Committee, co-chaired by Jocelyn
Avidan, Lisa Manheim and Joy Schwartz, has been
working for months to make this a once-in-a-lifetime
experience for athletes, artists and host families alike.
Full information on hosting can be found at jccmaccabistamford.org. The online registration system is
open, and host families and volunteers are urged to
sign up as soon as possible.
For more information, call the JCC Maccabi office at the JCC at 203-487-0978 or e-mail maccabi@
stamfordjcc.org.
The Jewish Community Center is a recipient agency of
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan
and Darien.

Meet the Author - Book Talk and
Signing

On Tuesday, March 15, at 7:30 pm, at Temple
Beth El, Michelle Brafman will discuss her novel,
“Washing the Dead,” about the journey of forgiveness and compassion across three generations of
women in an Orthodox Jewish setting. The public is
welcome to attend the event, which is sponsored by
TBE Sisterhood and Stamford Hadassah. Books will
be available from the synagogue for $13. For a book
or more information, call Beth Silver at 203-249-7046,
or e-mail sisterhood@tbe.org.

JCC Matzah Ball will be “Pretty in Pink”

The JCC’s Matzah Ball father-daughter dance returns this year, with the
theme “Pretty in Pink.” Girls ages 4-12 and the men in their lives are invited to
attend the event, which will be held on Saturday, March 5, from 7-9 pm, at the
Stamford JCC.
“This is a special night, celebrating the bond between fathers and daughters,”
said Galit Roloff, director of KidsPlace at the JCC. “Guests enjoy music, dancing,
treats, fun and games. It’s a wonderful chance for the girls to get dressed up
and dance the night away.”
The cost to attend is $45 per “couple” and $5 per additional child ($36
per “couple,” $5 per additional child, for JCC members). Festive dress is suggested. Commemorative photos will be taken. Light refreshments and dessert
will be served.
The JCC is located at the intersection of Newfield Avenue and Vine Road.
For more information, contact Galit Roloff at 203-487-0974 or groloff@
stamfordjcc.org.
The Jewish Community Center is a recipient agency of United Jewish Federation of
Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,
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“Fiddler on the Roof” – and Chapter Two Attends
Behind the Scenes
“Fiddler”
By Lonnie Firestone
NEW YORK (JTA) – Ever since Zero
Mostel imagined himself as a rich man
in the original 1964 Broadway production, “Fiddler on the Roof” has been
a cultural landmark on Broadway and
in the Jewish sphere. It’s one of those
musicals that always seems to be in
rotation. Over the years, many a Tevye
– from Mostel to Theodore Bikel to
Chaim Topol to Alfred Molina – has
inspired audiences to reflect on their
own traditions, both those sustained
and those lost.
The newest revival and sixth Broadway production of “Fiddler,” which
opened on December 20, features a
cast of Broadway veterans like Danny
Burstein (“Cabaret,” “South Pacific”) as
Tevye and Jessica Hecht (“A View from
the Bridge,” TV’s “Breaking Bad”) as
Golde, as well as “So You Think You
Can Dance” winner Melanie Moore
as Chava. After thousands of stage
productions and an indelible movie
adaptation, early ticket sales suggested
that the public’s interest in the musical
have hardly waned.
What makes this revival of “Fiddler”
worth seeing? There’s a talented cast,
for starters, as well as some new spins on
the old tale. From cast Shabbat dinners
to surprising sources of inspiration,
here is a behind-the-scenes look at
some surprising facts about the current
production of “Fiddler on the Roof.”

 At

91, lyricist Sheldon Harnick still
attends rehearsals.
More than 50 years after he wrote
such poignant lyrics as “playing with
matches, a girl can get burned,” lyricist
Sheldon Harnick is still a presence in
the rehearsal room, offering the cast
feedback and guidance.
At 91, he’s the only remaining
member of the original creative team,
which included composer Jerry Bock,
book writer Joseph Stein and director-choreographer Jerome Robbins.
But Harnick’s still a force: In a video
of the sitzprobe – the first rehearsal
featuring the cast and full orchestra
together – Harnick astounded Burstein
by saying this orchestra sounded better
than he ever remembered.
Harnick’s remarkably agile, too.
When posing for a cast photo at the
show’s media event, he instinctively
kneeled on the floor next to 20-something cast members. Naturally, they
insisted he stand, front and center.
 They celebrate Shabbat together.
Early in the rehearsal process, on
October 23, the cast and creative team
of “Fiddler” had a Shabbat dinner at
Mendy’s Restaurant, the classic delicatessen in Midtown Manhattan. It may
have been the first Shabbat dinner experience for several of them, but after
a few “l’chaims” – and conversations
that ranged from personal histories to
See “Fiddler” on page 18

Forty women from UJF’s Chapter
Two enjoyed an afternoon in New
York City, where they had lunch at
Ben’s Delicatessen and took in a
matinee showing of “Fiddler on the
Roof” on Broadway. Anyone who
is retired or an empty nester and
is interested in being a part of this
program should contact Rebekah
Raz at Rebekah@ujf.org.

At right: Marsha Shendell, Barbara Muller
and Joan Doctor Rosenthal.

Getting Closer to God
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Carmel Academy Students Learn About “Hitbodedut”
By Julie Lapin
When Carmel Academy’s Judaic studies teacher Hannah Perlis embarked on
creating a new t’fillah (prayer) curriculum
unit for her fifth-graders, she wanted to
teach her students that prayer could be
a deeply personal, spiritual experience.
That’s how she came up with the
idea to teach her students hitbodedut,
a form of individualized prayer and
meditation that seeks a connection
with God and nature by expressing
one’s innermost thoughts, feelings and
personal prayers.
The idea of teaching her students
hitbodedut was not to replace traditional prayer, Perlis said, but instead to
enhance to her students’ t’fillah expe-

rience. “There is so much that t’fillah
can encompass, it would be a shame not
to include other elements,” said Perlis.
Hitbodedut is a form of prayer taught
by Rabbi Nachman, whose religious
philosophy revolved around closeness
to God. Nachman lived during the late
17th century and taught that hitbodedut
involves praying to God in an intimate,
informal manner usually in a private
setting – preferably outdoors.
“The practice involves talking to God
in a person’s native tongue about their
thoughts and feelings,” said Perlis. “I
viewed this as a way for my students to
express personal prayer so that they
can connect to something bigger than
themselves -- whether it be nature, God,

or a way to self-reflect.
“It’s a form of very personal prayer,
an opportunity for someone to talk to
God about that which they are grateful
for, what they need help with, what
they are thinking about, or what may
be bothering them,” Perlis said.

See “Closer” on page 18

Carmel Library Learning
Inspired by a field trip to Greenwich Library, Carmel Academy’s
Shorashim Transitional Kindergarten
students created their own classroom
lending library. After writing and
illustrating their own stories, they
displayed their books just like a real
library and encouraged guests to bor-

row the literary selections. Carmel’s
youngest students read their books to
visitors and helped check them out
the old fashioned way – with cards
and date stamps.
Carmel Academy is a recipient agency
of United Jewish Federation of Greater
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Carmel Academy Shorashim transitional
kindergarten student Caleb Goldemberg read
a story he illustrated and wrote to Head of
School Nora Anderson.

Carmel Academy Shorashim transitional
kindergarten student Caleb Goldemberg
helped Head of School Nora Anderson (not
shown) check the book he wrote out from the
class’ mock library.

Hillary Weinroth, Ricky Arbron, Rebekah Raz, Sari Jaffe and Nancy Mimoun and Barbara
Brafman (front) show off their “Fiddler on the Roof” playbills.

Carmel Academy fifth-graders worked on their “Hibodedut Snuggies.”

The students spent time learning
about the history and practice of hitbodedut. They created and presented
skits, games and lessons to help each
other explore different ways of connecting with what is the essence of prayer:

Sandy Burn, Ricky Arbron and Marcie Schoenfeld meet Geraldo Rivera.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,
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Race to College and College Sushi and Shabbat at
Ahead!
Carmel Academy
JFS College Counseling Programs
By Lynn Saltz
For the fifth straight year, Jewish
Family Service of Stamford Inc. has
partnered with the Harry Bennett
Branch of the Ferguson Library of
Stamford to offer Race to College for
students currently in eighth, ninth,
10th and 11th grades and their parents.
While this is a three workshop series,
attendance at previous workshops is not
required to attend the last one, which will
take place on Monday, February 29, from
6-7 pm, at the Harry Bennett Branch
of the Ferguson Library, 115 Vine Rd.,
Stamford. The workshop is open to the
entire community at no charge.
Conducted by Claire Friedlander,
JFS college consultant, the workshop
reviews the steps that may achieve
stress-free management of the college
admission process, beginning with the
planning through the four years of
high school; focusing on preliminary

testing and other measures to assess
the student’s strongest competencies;
and dealing with the timelines – sequentially planning the tasks through
the application process.
For additional information on
applying to colleges, students and
parents are invited to hear from deans
of admissions at JFS College Ahead!,
which will take place at the Stamford
JCC on Tuesday, March 22, at 7:30 pm.
Representatives from Barnard College,
in New York, NY, and Elon College, in
Elon, NC, will be among those participating in the panel. Friedlander will
moderate the panel discussion. College Ahead! is co-sponsored by Jewish
Family Service and the Stamford JCC.
Everyone in the community is invited
to attend at no cost.
“In its 32nd year, this program is always
eagerly anticipated, as it delivers solid,

Carmel Academy’s seventh-graders experienced the tastes of Japan
in a cultural exchange program with
their peers from the Greenwich Japanese School. Together, the students
explored Jewish culture through
the lens of Shabbat, including the
origins of the day of rest, as well as
its customs and rituals. The program
focused on the quote: “More than
the Jews have kept Shabbat, Shab-

Honoring Our Roots, Celebrating Our Future

bat has kept the Jewish people.”
After baking challah together, the
students embarked on a culinary
tour of Japanese food that included
regional dishes and foods for holidays. The students then learned
how to make sushi rolls using kosher
ingredients.
Carmel Academy is a recipient agency
of United Jewish Federation of Greater
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

On January 10, Chabad of Stamford
held its Gala Dinner at the Stamford’s
Crowne Plaza hotel. The theme of
the event was “Honoring Our Roots,
Celebrating our Future.” Honorees

of the event were Rabbi Yisrael and
Viv Deren, recipients of the Founders
Award; Elise and Oren Klein, recipients
of the Lamplighters Award; Perry and
Stephanie Friedman, who received

the Gan Family Award; and Hannah
Kriftcher, who was awarded the Friendship Circle Teen Award. More than 400
people were in attendance, including

13

dignitaries such as Stamford Mayor
David Martin, State Representative
Caroline Simmons and Connecticut
Senator Richard Blumenthal.

At left, l-r: Dovid
Hordiner, director of Gan
Yeladim Early Childhood
Center; Perry Friedman
and Stephanie Friedman.
(Photo by Liat Feller)

At left: Yishai Weitzner
from Carmel Academy
and Takaya Ishida
from the Greenwich
Japanese School.

L-r: Leah Shemtov, Vivi Deren, Rabbi Yisrael Deren and Rabbi Moshe Shemtov (Photo
by Liat Feller)

See “College” on page 19

mazel tov to area
professionals

Dr. Nehama Aschkenasy’s “Eve’s Journey” Republished

Claire Friedlander, JFS college consultant (standing in center), spoke to high school
students and their parents at the Race to College program at the Harry Bennett Branch
of the Ferguson Library.

Mazel tov to Dr. Nehama Aschkenasy, whose 1987
award-winning book, “Eve’s Journey: Feminine Images in
Hebraic Literary Tradition,” was selected by the University
of Pennsylvania Press for republishing as part of its “anniversary collection,” in celebration of the press’s 125th
Anniversary. The book has been reprinted in hardcopy
and as an eBook. Aschkenasy is professor of comparative
literary and cultural studies, and director of the Center for
Judaic and Middle Eastern Studies at UConn-Stamford.
“Eve’s Journey” traces the migration of several female images and feminine situations from their early
appearances in Biblical writings to their incarnations in
modern Hebraic literature. Focusing on the evolution
of early female archetypes and prototypes, Aschkenasy
uncovers the ancient roots of modern female characters
and traces the changing cultural perceptions of women
in Hebraic letters.

L-r: David Klein, Lamplighter Award recipients Elise and Oren Klein, and Daniella
Klein. (Photo by Liat Feller)

L-r: Brian Kriftcher, Friendship Circle Teen Award recipient Hannah Kriftcher, Senator
Richard Blumenthal and Jeannie Kriftcher. (Photo by Clive Salmon)

The cover of “Eve’s
Journey: Feminine
Images in Hebraic
Literary Tradition”
b y D r. N e h a m a
Aschkenasy.

Bi-Cultural Teacher Presents at Education Conference

On January 25 at Chase Collegiate School, Bi-Cultural
Day School middle-school teacher John Sakson presented
at the annual Connecticut Association of Independent
Schools “Teaching and Learning in the 21st Century: Teachers Helping Teachers” professional conference. Sakson is
the most recent Bi-Cultural teacher to be recognized by
his peers for excellence in education with an invitation
to present at the education conference for independent
schools across the state.
As a middle-school social studies and English teacher,
Sakson presented two of his curriculum initiatives specific to
growing vocabulary acquisition and successful student-driven
John Sakson
dynamic work groups. As a conference presenter, he has
joined fellow educators across from the state from schools such as Miss Porter’s
School, Choate Rosemary Hall, Loomis Chaffee School and Greenwich Country Day School, in leading other educators toward higher success, professional
collaboration and student achievement and learning.
Prior to Sakson’s invitation, middle-school teacher Adrianne Robinson was
the most recent Bi-Cultural teacher to receive a similar invitation to present her
proprietary fifth grade “Virtual Occupation” math curriculum to the Association
for Middle Level Education Conference in October 2015.

Jewish Senior Services (formerly The Jewish Home for the
Elderly in Fairfield) will be moving to a new campus this Spring!
If you or your family have a dedication plaque that you would
like RETURNED, please contact Dayna Hayden, Director,
Development, at (203)365-6409 or dhayden@jseniors.org.
Yahrzeit plaques in the Synagogue and plaques on special walls
(i.e. Endowment and the Tree of Life) will be relocated to the
new campus. The loose bronze plaques are not moving,
however, the dedication messages will be carried over.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,
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Teen Reading Volunteers Meet New Partners

Dads Group Gains Popularity at Bi-Cultural

By Marlyn Agatstein
The Herbert and Sarah M. Gibor
Reading Partners Program announced
the addition of two new Stamford community locations where volunteers can
participate as Reading Partners on an
after-school basis. Volunteers are now
reading at the Stamford YMCA and
the First Presbyterian Church (the Fish
Church). Volunteers for these programs
meet their Reading Partners at the end
of the school day for 45 minutes. The
program attracts teens who are looking
to help youngsters improve their reading skills and encourage the enjoyment
and value of reading. This year, 17
teens from Westhill High School and
Greenwich Academy are participating
in the program, whose mission is to
foster reading skills and encourage the
enjoyment and value of reading.

By Dora Salm
For many parents, the morning rush
typically involves a mad dash for the
train, a quick cup of coffee or sitting in
heavy traffic. At Bi-Cultural Day School
one day a month, the morning routine
is just as harried, but it’s been called a
lot more enjoyable as a group of dads
get the chance for some special time
with their children during Dads’ Dropoff Morning.
Dads’ Drop-off Morning is the brainchild of Bi-Cultural parent, Craig Price,
who developed the idea of devoting
a special morning between children
and their dads so that the dads could
became more engaged with school
activities. The monthly event, which
began in 2014 with just a few fathers, has
evolved into a popular phenomenon
with sometimes up to 50 dads, walking
their children to their classrooms, and
then having a quick breakfast with other
school dads.
“I realized if I had any chance of

Twenty-seven children in grades
kindergarten-five participate in Creative Learning’s after-school program.
It is housed in the basement of the
Fish Church’s office building and the
rooms are filled with art projects, board
games, looms and an organ. The goal
of the program is to provide a “loving
and safe environment with homework
assistance and reading support,” according to Joanie Merrell, the program’s
director since its 2009 beginnings. She
recognizes that elementary children are
“very interested in teens so having a relationship with positive role models and
people who help them lifts the children
(and the other volunteers) in confidence and their skills.” The children are
said to develop an attachment almost
immediately to the Reading Partners
teens and those teens report that this

day is often the highlight
of their week.
The LEAD (Leadership-Enrichment-Acceptance-Development) after-school program at the
YMCA hosts children in
grades kindergarten-five
every day after school.
Its program emphasizes
homework assistance, academic support, and health
and fitness. In addition to
swimming, the children
play basketball and have
a regular dance program.
Many of the Reading
Partners teens who started L-r: Reading teens Faye Tapsall and Nina Jordao with
here have been volunteer- Joanie Merrell, director of the Creative Learning Program
ing for at least two years. at the Fish Church.
On their first day at the Y,
they played a game of word bingo with and interested mentors who can make
the children. At the game’s finish, there a difference in their lives.
were cries of “Let’s do it again next
For more information about getting
week!” For children who would oth- involved in Reading Partners, contact
erwise go home to empty apartments, Marlyn Agatstein at 203-321-1373, ext.
these teens have been called caring 115, or Readingpartners@ujf.org.

succeeding in getting more dads involved, I first needed to get them into
the building to see all the great things
happening on any given day. With work
and commuting schedules, the idea of
meeting during early morning dropoff seemed like a perfect fit. What kid
doesn’t like to skip the school bus for
a car ride to school – what dad doesn’t
like a bagel with the additional benefit
of meeting other interesting people?
For me, it was more about finding a
chance for the dads to make some
special memories with their own kids,
but it also accomplished the dual goal
of getting the dads in the building,
giving them the chance to see their
children’s classroom and the interesting projects displayed throughout the
school,” said Price.
Price explained that the Dads’ DropOff Morning had also added a unique
element to the school climate, allowing
fathers to forge new friendships, network for business opportunities and

get first-hand experience seeing new
school projects that they otherwise may
just have heard about over the dinner
table. “For dads who are new to the
school, this is a great way to meet other
dads and become a part of the BCDS
community As a result of being in the
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building, BCDS dads have volunteered
with programs, improvements and
events like the annual school picnic,
auction and gala event.”
The energy created through these
mornings is evident, as Jackie Herman,
See “Dads” on page 19

Bi-Cultural Students Combine
Technology and Talmud
Bi-Cultural Day School students
recently combined the use of Skype
technology with the study of Talmud.
Rabbi David Israel’s eighth grade Talmud
class studied sections of the Talmud
concerning crimes committed directly
and those committed through an agent.
Students studied the original texts as
well as some renowned cases in which
these laws have played a critical role,
such as the Nuremberg Trials following

World War II. In closing the section of
the course, Rabbi Israel invited former
Connecticut state’s attorney David Cohen, who now lives in Jerusalem, to teach
the final class via Skype. Cohen and the
students discussed the relevant sections
of the Talmud and compared Jewish Law
with American, British and Israeli Law.
Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient
agency of United Jewish Federation of
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Natan’s Camp

Daylong Camp in Memory of One of Their
Own
Reading Partners teens and their students at the YMCA.

By Faygie Holt
For years, Natan Warmflash of Stamford, who passed away five years ago,
dedicated his free time to volunteering
with Friendship Circle to help children
with special needs. “Natan’s kindness
and courage were an inspiration to all
who knew him,” commented Friendship Circle Director Malya Shmotkin.
As a tribute to Warmflash, a group
of former Friendship Circle volunteers
banded together to raise money to
create a program in his honor. Nick-

named “Natan’s Camp,” the daylong
program, held on Martin Luther King
Jr. Day, was made possible thanks to the
$7,400 raised.
“We were honored to support Natan’s camp this year,” Robin Fischel
said on behalf of her and her husband,
Jason. “We support the incredible
joy that Natan’s Camp bring to the
Friendship Circle children – a great
day to get out of the house and be a
kid! Natan’s Camp is another example

Bi-Cultural parent Craig Price (third from the right) initiated the Dads’ Morning Drop-Off
program as a way to encourage comradery and involvement within the BCDS dad community.
Fathers get the chance to spend extra time with their children during the morning drop-off
time and then socialize with other dads in the school. (Photo by Joanne Karow)

L-r: Josh Wohlberg, Andrew Yakubovich and Tilly Chamberlain, students in Rabbi David
Israel’s eighth-grade Talmud class, recently Skyped with former Connecticut State Attorney
David Cohen. (Photo by David Israel)

See “Camp” on page 18

Natan’s Camp participants gathered for a group photo.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,

facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamford
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“Purim in Russia” at Chabad of Stamford
By Taly Farber
Chabad of Stamford will transform into “Russia”
in celebration of the Jewish holiday of Purim. Purim in Russia will begin on Wednesday, March 2,
with megillah readings at 7:30 pm. The evening
will include an open bar, music, dancing and
dining. There will be entertainment by a troupe
of Russian dancers and Russian delicacies will

Edible Purim Gifts

By Ronnie Fein
Purim gives me a good excuse
to cook something extra, something special, not-particularly
needed, even frivolous and, of
course, delicious, as gifts, in
keeping with the tradition of
providing mishloach manot to
friends, family and others.
Yes, this holiday (which
begins at sundown on Wednes- The cover of Ronnie
day, March 23) becomes more F e i n ’ s n e w e s t
and more commercialized in c o o k b o o k , “ T h e
its way every year. Look around M o d e r n K o s h e r
and you can find all sorts of Kitchen”
goodies to buy, from simple
packages of cookies to elaborate gift baskets filled
with candies and wine, chips, preserves and – you
name it.
But homemade makes it more personal.
Edible Purim gifts don’t have to be labor-intensive
or time consuming. They’re also much less expensive.
Consider chocolate dipped candies, for example.
Who doesn’t love them? They are incredibly easy to
make, they look lovely and don’t take much time.
Wrap them in colorful cellophane wrap and tie with
a ribbon, or buy inexpensive boxes at a craft store

Camp

be served. Every child and adult in costume will
receive a prize.
Every year Leah Shemtov, co-director of Chabad
of Stamford, seeks to create a theme that will excite
those in attendance. Over the years there have been
numerous themes, including Purim in New York City
and Purim in the Palace. “We try to come up with
themes that are fun and relevant, and the past years

(it’s still cheaper). You’re done!
The recipe here calls for crystallized ginger, but you
can substitute dried apricots, orange peel, cookies,
chips, whole almonds and so on.
Chocolate Dipped Crystallized Ginger
2½ ounces semisweet chocolate
½ ounce unsweetened chocolate
2 Tbsp. unsalted butter or coconut oil
2 Tbsp. orange-flavored brandy or rum (or orange
juice)
50 pieces crystallized ginger (about 6 ounces)
Melt the semisweet chocolate, unsweetened chocolate and butter in the top part of a double boiler
over barely simmering water. Let the ingredients melt,
remove the top part of the pan from the heat, pour
in the brandy and stir to make a smooth, uniform
mixture. Dip each piece of crystallized ginger in the
chocolate mixture, shake off the excess and place
on waxed paper or parchment paper to dry (takes
several hours).
Makes 50 pieces.
Ronnie Fein is a cookbook author, food writer and cooking
teacher in Stamford. She is the author of “Hip Kosher” and
“The Modern Kosher Kitchen.” Visit her food blog, Kitchen
Vignettes, at www.ronniefein.com, friend on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/RonnieVailFein, or follow her on Twitter
at @RonnieVFein.

have not disappointed,” says Shemtov.
One of the four mitzvot celebrated on Purim is to
send gifts of food to friends. mishloach manot, or shalach
manot, are gifts that contain two different ready-to-eat
foods and are sent, usually by a third party, to a friend
on the day of Purim. Every year, Chabad of Stamford
sends more than 600 shalach manot to Jewish families
all over Stamford and Fairfield County. In keeping
with the theme of Purim in Russia, this year’s shalach
manot gift will be Matryoshka, or Russian nesting
dolls. For more information about theshalach manot
Project and Purim in Russia at Chabad of Stamford,
contact programs@chabadstamford.org.

Masquerade Theme for JCC Purim
Carnival

Children and grownups of all ages are invited to
attend the Jewish Community Center’s 24th Annual
Purim Carnival on Sunday, March 13, from 1-4 pm.
The JCC will be transformed into a masquerade-themed carnival with authentic arcade games and
attractions, a photo booth and prizes. For younger
children, there will be inflatables, crafts and more.
Hamantashen and other treats will be available.
Lunch and other refreshments will be available for
purchase.
The event will be held indoors at the JCC, located at the intersection of Newfield Avenue and
Vine Road in Stamford. Admission is free, but one
must purchase tickets and bracelets for games and
attractions.
Volunteers are needed. For more information or
to volunteer, contact Emily Eisen at 203-487-0973 or
eeisen@stamfordjcc.org.
The Jewish Community Center is a recipient agency of
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan
and Darien.
Continued from page 14

of Friendship Circle’s remarkable programming for
our community!”
Natan’s Camp paired Friendship Circle teens with
special needs with seventh graders from Carmel
Academy, a Jewish day school in nearby Greenwich.
Together, the group visited Sportstime USA, an indoor amusement center, where they played arcade
games, went around on various rides and enjoyed a
kosher pizza lunch.
“The students from Carmel Academy were amazing, absolutely great,” said FC program coordinator
Chana Hellinger. “We paired two students with a
Friendship Circle child and an adult supervisor.
Judging from the smiling faces, and the great
interactions and conversations that took place
throughout the afternoon, there weren’t any real

challenges, just a bunch of kids hanging out and
having a great time together. Our Friendship Circle
teens and volunteers both look forward to this day
where they can enjoy each other’s company in a
relaxed and fun-filled setting.”
This was not the first time that Friendship Circle has run a mid-year “camp” program during a
school break or legal holiday. In December, Friendship Circle hosted a week-long camp program for
children under the age of 13 that included daily
activities, sports, trips and more. Friendship Circle
organizers maintain that these vacation day camps
serve two main goals. “It’s a great opportunity for
the participants to develop social skills with typical
peers in a non-academic setting,” said Hellinger.
“Additionally, it is reassuring for parents to know

that their children will be cared for in a safe and
nurturing environment.” Numerous studies have
shown that parents can be overwhelmed with the
responsibility of caring for a special needs child
and these camps can provide some much needed
respite when school is not in session.
For school break in February for Presidents’ Day,
the Friendship Circle was planning to co-sponsor,
with Chabad of Stamford, a trip to the Jewish Children’s Museum in Brooklyn. The trip was open to
all Friendship Circle families.
To learn more about Friendship Circle’s other
programs, call 203-329-0015, ext. 131, or visit www.
FriendshipCT.com.
Friendship Circle is a recipient agency of United Jewish
Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Adult Volunteer Opportunities
CHABAD STAMFORD

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE (JFS)

Loaves of Loves Deliveries

Drivers needed to deliver food from the Kosher Food Pantry
to individuals in the community. For information: Rebekah
Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org

Every Friday after 10 am. Help distribute Loaves of Love
packages to new neighbors, friends, new moms, the sick
and ANYONE who could use a “Taste of Shabbat”. For more
information, contact programs@chabadstamford.org.

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
Adult Circle Program
Sundays, February 21, March 13, April 3; and May 15
from 1-4 pm at The Friendship Circle Center. Serving
adults with a full range of physical, mental and cognitive needs through one-on-one friendships and social
opportunities with other adults in our community. Opportunities year will include life skills trips, social gathering, a vocational readiness program and community
integration employment. For more information, contact
Sarah@friendshipct.com.

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER (JCC or The J)
Kosher Lunch Program for Seniors. Help set up and serve
HOT Kosher lunch to seniors. Tuesdays, Thursdays &
Fridays at the JCC. For more information or reservation:
Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-487-0983 or cfreeman@
stamfordjcc.org

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
FAIRFIELD COUNTY (JHS)
Harry Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library at the JCC. Cover
2-hour slot (or more) once a week. You’ll be trained on the
computer system and the arrangement of books in the
library. Call 203-487-0957.
The Archives at the Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield
County - Help protect the pieces of our Jewish history. Do
you enjoy finding out about our region’s early Jewish settlers? Do you want to help Jewish organizations retain their
history and documents? Call 203-359-2196

UJF’s READING PARTNERS
Read one-on-one with Stamford public school children.
One hour a week, mornings or afternoons. 12 elementary
schools and 2 community centers. Training, literacy, focused
workshops and support network provided. Contact Marlyn
Agatstein 203-321-1373 x115 or Readingpartners@ujf.org

Remembering the Civil Rights Era

march 2016 ■ THE NEW JEWISH VOICE

17

Former Senator Lieberman at Carmel Academy
As Carmel Academy’s students learned about
the Civil Rights Movement and the influence of
Martin Luther King Jr., they did so with the help
of a special visitor.
Joseph Lieberman, former U.S. senator from
Connecticut and a Democratic nominee for vice
president, spent January 15, the Friday morning
prior to Martin Luther King Jr. Day, speaking with
the school’s kindergarten and third grade students
– the grades of his two grandchildren who attend
Carmel Academy.
Lieberman spoke about his own experiences
during this transformative era in American history,
and the influences that both King and the movement
had on him personally and professionally.
With the kindergartners, Lieberman read the book
“Martin’s Big Words” and talked about who King was.
“He said a wonderful thing once ‘always be the
best of what you are and what you are doing. If you’re
a street sweeper or a garbage collector, be the best
street sweeper or garbage collector you can be,’”
Lieberman told the students.
With Carmel’s third-graders, Lieberman told the
students about his time as a young college student
at Yale and the summer of 1963 when he was in
Washington interning for Sen. Abraham Ribicoff.

Former Sen. Joseph Lieberman and his wife, Hadassah, read
a book about Martin Luther King to Carmel Academy’s
kindergarten class with the help of their granddaughter,
Camilla, who is a Carmel kindergartner.
Lieberman said he made his way to the March on
Washington where he witnessed King give his “I Have
A Dream” speech. Throughout his career, Lieberman
also met King several times.
He also spoke to the students about the Civil
Rights movement and its relation to Judaism – spe-

cifically the lessons of the Torah such as doing the
right thing, justice and freedom. In fact, he told
the students, the story of Exodus was extremely
inspirational for black Americans as they sought
their own freedoms.
When one student asked Lieberman what his
reaction was when King was killed, Lieberman responded: “I was heartsick; I cried. It was an awful
day…. I always look at it from the perspective of
the Torah if you can imagine if the Egyptians had
killed Moshe.”
Lieberman said he personally felt that much of
the groundwork of civil rights paved the way for him
as a Jewish man to run for the second highest office
in the country – vice president.
“Joseph Lieberman’s thoughts about the civil
rights era and first-hand stories about living during
this time and working toward civil rights was truly
a perspective our students and faculty will never
forget,” said third-grade teacher Robin Shainberg.
“Hearing a first-person account of a historic
event makes it real for the students – it was not
just something that happened a long time ago,”
Shainberg said.
Carmel Academy is a recipient agency of United Jewish
Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

March & April 2016

Support for Those in Need
COUNSELING, MEDIATION & CRISIS
JFS For Children/ Adolescents Diagnosed With ADD/ADHD
Wednesday afternoons. Finding Your Focus with Dr. Lee Combrinck-Graham
MD. Service includes psychiatric evaluation, review of previous evaluations,
family assessment, on-going support, and medication management. Qualifies
for insurance reimbursement. For more information, contact Eve Moskowitz
at 203-921-4161 or emoskowitz@ctjfs.org.

JFS College Counseling
Need help navigating the college admission and application process?
Qualified, experienced assistance provided by Claire D. Friedlander, JFS
College Consultant. Competitive fees. For more information, contact Claire
Friedlander at 203-921-4161 or clairef@ctjfs.org.

JFS Counseling
Qualified, licensed professionals provide counseling and psychotherapy to
individuals, children, adolescents, families, couples and groups. For emotional
support while unemployed, see Life Transitions below. Affordable fees,
based on income; no one is “turned away”. Insurance accepted. For more
information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

JFS Individuals / Families in Crisis
Comprehensive services. Assistance with basic necessities, housing, medical, social,
legal and financial matters. Fees based on ability to pay. For more information,
contact: Rebekah Kanefsky at 203- 921-4161 #128 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

CARING FOR SENIORS
JFS Home Companion
A program placing fully trained and vetted home companions and CNAs matched
to the needs and specific circumstances of senior clients. Trained aides assist
seniors with daily activities, chores, and socialization. Certified Nursing Assistants
can provide personal care, toileting, and medication management. Services
are provided hourly, daily or up to 24/7 at competitive rates. Full supervision by
professional JFS staff. For more information contact Isrella Knopf, Director of
Senior Services at JFS at 203-921-4161 or email at isrellak@ctjfs.org.

JFS Residential Cleaning
Employ professionally trained individuals to clean your home and at the same
time help support Jewish Family Service. Rates lower or competitive than
other service providers. For more information, contact Jodi Maxner at 203921-4161 or residentialcleaning@ctjfs.org.

SPECIAL EVENTS
JFS College Ahead
Tuesday, Mar. 22. Co-sponsored by the Stamford JCC, featuring college admissions deans as a panel exploring the essential issues all high school students
and their parents need to know as they begin the process. Moderated by
Claire D. Friedlander, JFS College Consultant, the program will take place at
no cost at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Avenue. For more information,
contact, Claire D. Friedlander at clairef@cjtfs.org or call 203-921-4161.

DIVORCE & BEREAVEMENT
Parent Education Program (PEP)
State-mandated workshop for divorcing parents with children at JFS Stamford.
Fee is $125 per person. Call for dates and to register at 203-324-3167.

JFS Focus on K.I.D.S.
For divorced or separated parents experiencing high conflict around parenting
decisions. Teaches both parents strategies for communicating in a non-hostile
manner. For more information, contact Erika Garcia at 203-921-4161 or
erikag@ctjfs.org.

JFS New Beginnings
Mondays from 7-8pm. Support group for separated or divorced at Westport JFS
office, 431 Post Road East, Suite 11. To register, contact Nadja Streiter at
nstreiter@ctjfs.org.

SUPPORT
JFS Brain Fitness Program
Working with clients experiencing early stage dementia or Alzheimer’s in the
client’s home. Contact Matt Greenberg at 203-921-4161 or mgeenberg@ctjfs.org.

JFS Kosher Food Pantry
Non-perishable staples for those in need. Donations welcomed. For more
information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

Let’s Talk
Thursdays at 11am. Free at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Avenue. Seniors
talk about common interests and concerns. Contact Connie Cirillo Freeman
at 203-487-0983 or cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org

Jewish Senior Services
Jewish Senior Services is one of the premiere providers of senior care in
Connecticut serving clients at their two Fairfield locations and in clients’ homes
throughout Fairfield and New Haven Counties. Their 5-star skilled nursing and
short term rehabilitation facility has been serving the community for over 40
years with an unparalleled level of quality and personalized care. Other services
provided include home care, hospice, day services, advocacy and education, and
long term care protection. To find out more about the many services of Jewish
Senior Services, please call 203-365-6400 or visit www.jseniors.org.

SNAP Enrollment Workshops
For seniors. JFS will be providing information and eligibility assistance
for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP-formerly food
stamps). Beginning February 10th at 2:30 pm in the Stamford office (733
Summer Street,6th Floor), SNAP Enrollment Workshops will be presented. For
additional information or to register, please contact Rebekah Kanefsky, JFS
Case Manager at 203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING
JFS Computer Training Courses
Variety of courses - all levels, individuals or small groups. Nominal fee. For
more information, contact Ilene Locker at 203-921-4161 or iklocker@ctjfs.org.

JFS Life Transitions
Wednesdays at 3:00 pm. Support group for the unemployed at the Stamford
JFS office, 733 Summer Street, 6th Floor. For schedule, contact Nadja Streiter at
nstreiter@ctjfs.org at 203-921-4161

JFS Seniors2Work
Job Bank for age 50+. Lower Fairfield employers can list full / part time jobs for
dedicated, skilled mature workers. No fees. For more information, contact
Ilene Locker or Jodi Maxner at 203-921-4161 or www.seniors2work.org

facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamford
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For Ex-baseball Players, Israel a Place to Learn and Teach
By Hillel Kuttler
(JTA) – Out of baseball after four
years playing in the minor leagues,
Brent Powers, a Christian from
Texas, took a tour of Israel last year
with his wife. He was smitten with
the country and considered how to
return. The Masa Israel Journey will
provide his path.
Powers and about a dozen American college players will be part of the
group’s five-month, baseball-themed
program launching in January. Israel’s
baseball czar figures their expertise will
do wonders for a sport that is growing
in popularity, but remains a niche
sport in a country where soccer and
basketball reign.
Masa provides an internship-like
framework that encourages young
Jewish professionals from the Diaspora
to experience Israel from the inside.
Masa now encompasses some 250
professions.
Along with Hebrew-language classes
and trips, the baseball players, like
Masa participants generally, will work
in their professions and interact indepth with their Israeli counterparts:
coaching at Israel’s new baseball
academy, playing in an adult league
and teaching the sport to elementary-school children.
Israel Association of Baseball Director Nate Fish believes his organization’s partnership with Masa “can
really revolutionize” the level of play
in Israel. Now, he says, coaching in
Israeli youth and adult leagues is handled by parents and other untrained
volunteers. “If you have 10-20 college
players coming in, and put two to
three on each team, the level of play
goes up,” Fish said of the adult league.
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Nate Fish, director of the Israel Association
of Baseball, demonstrated pitching to Israeli
children. (Photo by Margo Sugarman/IAB)
“And when we send them to the communities to coach once a week, it gives
the little kids some real baseball role
models. You’ll get better practices.
There’s no substitute for that.” The
visitors will gain, too, because “it gives
them an opportunity to start their
coaching careers,” he said.
The program is spreading by word
of mouth, and Fish says he plans to
more actively recruit future cohorts
by appealing to their sense of sports
adventure and career aspirations.
That’s what reeled in Powers, who had
pitched in the minors from 2011-14
for the Oakland Athletics and Toronto
Blue Jays. Three teammates from the
Athletics’ team in Burlington, VT, in
2012 played for Israel in that autumn’s
World Baseball Classic qualifiers and
connected him to Fish, a coach on
the club.

Closer

awareness, gratitude, mindfulness and
humility, she said.
They also worked on creating a personal space to feel comfortable trying
hitbodedut. They made “Hitbodedut
Snuggies” by decorating a sheet to wrap
around themselves – a way to create
privacy as they practice expressing their
personal thoughts out loud.
“The rebbe says you can wrap a tallit
around you to create space, but because
my students are not bar/bat mitzvah

Fiddler

religion, according to a media representative – they were extended family.
 Current events inform the production.
At early rehearsals with the cast,
director Bartlett Sher spoke of Syrian
refugees and how they serve as an essential access point for both the actors
and the audience. The significance of
“Fiddler” today, he said, is in relating to
people who leave their homes searching for security.
“Currently in Europe, we’re seeing the
largest refugee crisis since World War II,”
he said at a media event. “Tevye allows us
to be in that situation as he figures out
how to cope.”
 “Fiddler” runs in the family.
Michael Bernardi – who plays
Mordcha, the innkeeper, and is also
the understudy for Tevye – makes his
Broadway debut in this production.
He’s the son of Herschel Bernardi,
who replaced Mostel as Tevye in the
original Broadway production and later
reprised the role in 1981.
But the family connection extends another generation: Bernardi’s grandfather
performed the stories of Sholem Aleichem in the Yiddish theater. (“Fiddler”
is a compilation of several of the writer’s
stories, though it takes some liberties with

When Fish tweeted early this year
about the Masa launch, Powers said,
“Whoa – that’s exactly what I want
to do.”
In Israel, “I really look forward to
working with the kids,” said Powers,
who coaches youth in a Houston
program.
Joshua Scharff, an outfielder and
pitcher for Yale University before
graduating in 2013, has been in Israel
working with the program since September and awaits the arrival of his
American colleagues. He had enjoyed
the pro-Israel advocacy work he did
in Boston, but left for the baseball
calling. “My heart is here, so when I
found something that combined the
two things I love the most – baseball
and Israel – I jumped at the opportunity,” Scharrf said from his apartment
in Tel Aviv.
To add heft to the program, Masa recruited former major league outfielders Art Shamsky and Shawn Green,
both of them Jewish, as spokesmen
and might bring them to Israel to
lead clinics.
Masa officials see their initiatives in
lacrosse – which launched a year ago
– and baseball as providing Israel with
a stream of talented athletes from overseas who will inject their experience
locally. Accomplished players in such
sports as soccer, American football,
basketball, swimming and the triathlon
could soon find opportunities to ply
their trade in Israel. Scholarships and
grants scaled to each athlete’s experience and ability help reduce the $9,400
per person fee.
The organization also aspires to
take the athletic program beyond the
field of play to include those working

in coaching and sports management
– even sports writing. “We always aim
to have a large number of opportunities for professionals to come to
Israel and enhance their careers,”
said Freda Surki, Masa’s director of
development and organizer relations.
“We realized that sports portfolios
didn’t really exist and thought that
this would be a great opportunity.”
The new baseball track comes as
the Israel Association of Baseball
is forming a team to compete next
September in the WBC’s qualifying
round in Brooklyn, NY. “The timing
couldn’t be better,” Green said. “The
better the [Israeli] team does in the
qualifiers, the more that momentum
kicks in – to help grow baseball in a
country with a contingent of fans. It’s
the right way to do it.”
Much of the seed money is coming
from Andy Bloch, a Northern California resident who says he plans to persuade Jewish owners of Major League
Baseball clubs to become involved and
contribute financially, too.
While the program might “take
awhile” to become entrenched and to
draw ever-more accomplished players
to Israel to play and to coach, Bloch
says, the effort will bear fruit as a
greater mass of talented homegrown
ballplayers develops. “It’s a great
opportunity for Israel and for the
players,” he said.
That’s just how Powers sees it. Like
in many Jewish families, Powers had
a parental influence pushing him to
visit Israel – his father, also a Christian,
had been to the country several times
for work.
By program’s end, Powers said, “I’ll
have a phone book full of friends.”

Continued from page 9

age, I thought of the idea of creating
a snuggie,” Perlis said. “Each student
decorated their snuggie with symbols
that reminded them of something that
is sacred to them.”
Once spring comes and the weather
warms, the students will try experiencing hitbodedut outside. “Connecting
with nature is a big part of hitbodedut
and Carmel’s campus provides a perfect environment – a shady tree, the
bubbling brook, a grassy nook, or a

pretty bench to sit is an ideal place for
the students to connect with God and
nature,” Perlis said.
Perlis said she is excited for her
students as they embark on deepening
their t’fillah experience. “I hope they
are able to see that t’fillah is so much
more and that it is something that can
be personalized.”
Carmel Academy is a recipient agency
of United Jewish Federation of Greater
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Continued from page 8

them.)
 Look out for some new
choreography...
Most “Fiddler” revivals
hew closely to the original choreography – but
for this production, the
Robbins estate permitted
more freedom. This has
enabled Israeli choreographer Hofesh Shechter –
his England-based troupe,
Hofesh Shechter Company, is known for modernist, gritty movement set
to percussive electronic
music – to weave in some
contemporary movement. Choreographer Hofesh Shechter, left, with “Fiddler” cast
Trained in traditional members at New West 42nd Street Studios. (Photo by Lindsay
Israeli and Russian folk Hoffman/Jeffrey Richards Associates)
dance, Shechter aimed
not to redo, but to expand Robbins’ researches like a professor: He begins
iconic dances. The result is a balance by studying early versions of the script
of tradition and progress that connects – including songs that were cut and
dialogue that was rewritten – in order
to the musical’s central idea.
to build a musical from the ground up.
 ... and some new music, too
The result is a production that looks
Sher has become a coveted director
for reviving classics. He’s breathed and sounds like the original – yet also
new life into the works of Rodgers and feels vital and relevant for a contemHammerstein (“The King and I”) and porary audience, with some surprises,
Clifford Odets (“Awake and Sing!”). too: Look out for new music featured
In each of these productions, Sher in some of the dance scenes.

Bi-Cultural Chess Team
Wins National Awards

Bi-Cultural Day School’s newly-formed travel chess team has earned
its first trophies. More than 85 participants competed in the four-match
National Scholastic Chess Foundation
Grand Prix Tournament held on
January 10 at Carmel Academy. Two
Bi-Cultural students placed in their age
groups. Second-grader Gabriel Haron
received third place as a primary novice

and third-grader Gidon Genger placed
third in the reserve category. In addition, Genger recently earned first place
in the top section of a chess tournament
in New York City, meeting his personal
goal of reaching a 2,000-point United
States Chess Federation rating.
Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient
agency of United Jewish Federation of
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
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Contact Information
for our Local Partners

BI-CULTURAL DAY SCHOOL (BCDS):

2186 High Ridge Road, Stamford 06903 • 203.329.2186 • www.bcds.org

BBYO - Leviticus AZA (Boys) and Tikvah BBG (Girls):

Regional Office 203.389.2127 or CVR@bbyo.org • www.cvrbbyo.net

CARMEL ACADEMY:

270 Lake Avenue, Greenwich 06830 • 203.863.9663 •
www.carmelacademy.com

CENTER FOR JUDAIC & MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES
AT UCONN-STAMFORD (CJMES):

University of Connecticut, Stamford Campus,
One University Place, Stamford, CT 06901 • 203.251.9525 or
stamfordjudaicstudies@uconn.edu • www.cjmes.stamford.uconn.edu

CHABAD OF STAMFORD:

770 High Ridge Road, Stamford 06905 • 203.3.CHABAD x102 •
Leah Shemtov: morahleah@chabadstamford.org •
www.chabadstamford.org
Bi-Cultural’s Gidon Genger and Gabriel Haron recently won trophies in the National
Chess Foundation Grand Prix Tournament. (Photo by Dora Salm)

Dads

Continued from page 15

Bi-Cultural’s principal and head of
school explained. “It’s amazing to see
these busy dads take the time to get
to know each other and spend special
time with their children in their children’s own environment. The school
parking lot is packed, the conversation
is stimulating, and the kids are thrilled
to show their dads their classrooms,”
Herman said.
The Dads’ Morning Drop Off is

College

extending its success beyond just mornings through a variety of other men’s
events throughout the school year.
They kicked off the school year with a
football party and are planning a basketball event during the NCAA March
Madness Basketball Tournament and a
Lag B’Omer event in the spring.
Bi-Cultural Days School is a recipient
agency of United Jewish Federation of
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
Continued from page 12

practical information affecting the college planning process to both students
and parents,” said Iris Morrison, JFS
associate executive director.
Questions commonly posed will
deal with how to decide whether to
apply “early” or “regular” admissions;
is it better to take an AP course and
risk a “B” grade or take the regular
college prep section and probably
earn an “A”; should students still take
standardized tests if the college states
it is “SAT/ACT optional”; how much
does applying for financial aid affect
the admissions decision; when is the
best time to visit a college, etc. There
will be a question-and-answer session
with the panelists. In addition to providing the audience with information

about their respective institutions,
each panelist will also address Jewish
life on campus and college admissions
issues from a national perspective.
The College Ahead! program will
begin at 7:30 pm and will be held
at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield
Ave., concluding at 9 pm. There is
no fee and no reservation needed
to attend. For more information,
contact Friedlander, college consultant at Jewish Family Service, at
203-921-4161 or ClaireF@ctjfs.org or
cdfriedlan@aol.com.
Jewish Family Service is a recipient agency
of United Jewish Federation of Greater
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
Lynn Saltz is the JFS marketing and
communications coordinator.

We won't make you

jump through hoops

to advertise. It’s easier than that.

For information on advertising, contact Bonnie Rozen at
(800)779-7896, ext. 244 or bonnie@thereportergroup.org

CHAVURAT AYTZ CHAYIM:

203.322.6676 • www.chavurah.org

CONGREGATION AGUDATH SHOLOM:

301 Strawberry Hill Ave, Stamford 06902 • 203.358.2200 •
www.cas-stamford.org

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE (FC):

203.329.0015 X414 • malya@friendshipct.com or
www.friendshipct.com

HADASSAH STAMFORD CHAPTER:

203.829.9341 or rhonda.greif@gmail.com. Find us on Facebook:
Stamford Hadassah

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER (JCC OR THE J):
1035 Newfield Ave, Stamford 06905 • 203.322.7900 •
www.stamfordjcc.org

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE (JFS):

733 Summer Street, Stamford 06902 • 203.921.4161 •
www.ctjfs.org

JEWISH HIGH SCHOOL OF CONNECTICUT (JHSC):
1937 West Main Street, Stamford 06902 • 203.357.0850 •
info@jhsct.org • www.jhsct.org

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY (JHSFC):

General Information: P.O. Box 16918, Stamford 06905-8901 •
(203) 321.1373 x150 (messages only) • Archives: 990 Hope Street
(Rear), Stamford 069805 • 203.359-2196 • archives@jhsfc-ct.org;
The Harry Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library: JCC, 1035 Newfield
Avenue, Stamford 06905 • (203) 487-0957 • library@jhsfc-ct.org

JEWISH SENIOR SERVICES:

175 Jefferson Street, Fairfield 06825 • 203.365.6400 •
info@jseniors.org • www.jseniors.org

TEMPLE BETH EL (TBE):

350 Roxbury Road, Stamford 06902 • 203.322.6901 •
execdir@tbe.org • www.tbe.org

TEMPLE SINAI (TS):

458 Lakeside Drive, Stamford 06903 • 203.322.1649 •
www.templesinaistamford.org

UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER STAMFORD,
NEW CANAAN AND DARIEN (UJF):
1035 Newfield Avenue, Suite 200, Stamford 06905 •
203.321.1373 • www.ujf.org

YOUNG ISRAEL OF STAMFORD (YIS):

69 Oaklawn Avenue, Stamford 06905 • 203.348.3955 •
www.yistamford.org
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