
The Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County brings 
together people, partners and resources to fulfill the most 

important needs and aspirations of our community.

We care for the vulnerable locally and worldwide, forge 
strong connections with Israel, attract people to a more 
vibrant community, and inspire the next generation to 

embrace Jewish life.

The Impact of Your  
Philanthropic Gifts to Federation
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Program Care for the Vulnerable
Counseling for Jewish Clients The goal of this program is to help Jewish clients of all ages face 

depression, anxiety, parent-child conflicts, etc. Jewish Family & 
Vocational Service (JFVS) is one of a few providers who accept 
commercial insurance and sliding scale fees.

Monroe Socialization
Programs

This JFVS program offers seniors living in Monroe Township and 
surrounding communities’ social interaction that meets different 
needs, interests, and levels of functioning. Many sessions offer 
Jewish content or perspective: Breakfast & Lunch Clubs (3 
times/week for frail 80+, isolated) • Senior Chai (monthly with 
guest speakers, entertainment, educational programs) • Beyond 
Bereavement (2 times/month providing self-help for widows and 
widowers) • Women’s Clubs (2 times/week to encourage widows to 
develop meaningful relationships outside of the agency).

Food Vouchers for the 
Needy

Eligible Jewish Social Service (JSS) clients receive gift certificates 
for food in $100 increments. This helps some clients until they are 
eligible to receive Kosher Meals-on-Wheels.

Holocaust Case Management  
Services

JFVS coordinates basic service (6 hours a week) in three 
categories: (1) home healthcare/assistance with bathing, home 
cleaning, toileting, etc. (2) housekeeping/meal preparation, and (3) 
transportation for trips to medical appointments for eligible clients.

Case Management Services 
for the At-Risk-Population

This project enables JFVS to perform comprehensive assessments 
to determine individual needs and eligibility for services, including 
linking clients with JSS and/or other services.

Shabbat Connects (for 
Seniors)

This program targets isolated seniors in Perth Amboy, Old 
Bridge, Woodbridge, and North Edison and brings them to 
the Jewish Community Center (JCC) several times a year for 
Shabbat luncheons with Jewish programming and information 
and referral. A community volunteer makes weekly phone calls to 
reinforce relationships and connection to our Jewish community. 
Transportation is provided.

Utilities Assistance This JSS program offers short-term assistance with partial payments 
for utilities and internet service for needy families in crisis. The 
internet is a necessity for children in school doing homework, offers 
elderly/handicapped a connection to the outside world, and offers 
adults employment opportunities.

Chesed Community Service 
Project

This program pairs Temple B’nai Shalom and East Brunswick 
Jewish Center (EBJC) 7th-12th graders with Jewish elderly in 
an intergenerational activity. The students interview and record 
histories of our Jewish senior population — in nursing homes, 
assisted living facilities, senior centers, and synagogues. Recurring 
student visits engage the seniors and provide them with positive 
emotional stimulation, friendship and companionship. The program 
ultimately creates a “living history” of the Jewish community of 
Central New Jersey which is housed at the Jewish Historical Society.



Program Care for the Vulnerable (cont.)

Sustainable Healthy Kitchen Elijah’s Promise provides prepared nutritious meals for those who 
are food insecure and hungry.  Health screening and information, 
substance abuse intervention, referrals, case management and 
outreach/enrollment in programs are also available during meal 
times to benefit participants with restricted income.

Kosher Meals on Wheels Each week, up to two meals a day are delivered to 175 seniors 
and the homebound by 160 community volunteers through JFVS.  
Recipients are reassessed every six months to see if they might 
benefit from additional services.

CAMEO Senior Nutrition JFVS Challenging Adult Minds & Energizing Ourselves (CAMEO) 
offers socialization, kosher lunch and stimulating lectures six days a 
week between two locations: Monroe Township and Highland Park.

Rental Assistance for Needy 
Jews

JSS provides financial assistance for families and individuals who 
face eviction due to long term unemployment, severe illness, or 
diminished mental capacity. 

Needs-based Camp 
Scholarships

JSS provides funding for day camp for children whose families 
require financial assistance so that parents can continue to work.

Autism Shield Program Through Parents of Autistic Children (POAC) Autism Services, 90 
minute training sessions have been developed for police officers, 
fire fighters and EMTs to learn about autism and how children and 
adults with this condition may respond when encountered by first 
responders.  

Special Needs Camp 
Scholarships

The Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County (JFGMC) 
provides financial needs-based grants to enable children with 
special needs to have a summer camp experience tailored to their 
needs.

Monthly Socialization Groups JFGMC partners with YACHAD, National Jewish Council for 
Disabilities to offer monthly socialization programs that help 
children with special needs to integrate socially into their own 
community and provide respite for their families.

Caregiver Support Group JFGMC partners with YACHAD, National Jewish Council for 
Disabilities to offer support, information and resources for 
caregivers raising a child with disabilities.

Wilf Community Connects Wilf Transport provides up to 100 trips serving 14 seniors per trip 
to attend programs run by JFVS, East Brunswick Jewish Center 
(EBJC), Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple (AEMT), Congregation Beth 
Mordecai and Temple B’nai Shalom.



Program Attract to a Vibrant Community
Jewish Family Programming Free Jewish programs at the JCC centered around the holidays: 

Purim carnival, Israel’s birthday, Chanukah menorah lighting, and 
an interfaith Yom HaShoah Commemoration that are open to all.

Learning Throughout Life for 
Seniors

The JCC provides weekly and monthly lectures for seniors.

Peace of Mind Herzog Hospital unites combat units of discharged Israeli 
soldiers and brings them to the U.S. for group therapy and social 
interaction.  AEMT, Ohr Torah & Highland Park Conservative 
Temple-Congregation Anshe Emeth (HPCT-CAE) will run two 
Israel-centered events - a concert where the audience interacts 
with soldiers, and a Friday night social with young adults.

Federation Community 
Grants

JFGMC is piloting an “innovation fund” to invest in emerging 
initiatives that fulfill one of the core elements of “Attract People 
to a Vibrant Community” and support the entrepreneurial spirit of 
those who seek new ways of connecting to Jewish life.

Context The Context program, a collaboration with the Jewish Theological 
Seminary (JTS), is a text-based course open to adults interested 
in serious, academically informed Jewish learning. No prior 
knowledge is necessary.



Program Inspire the Next Generation
Educational Program 
Support

Financial support for educational programs at Rabbi Pesach Raymon 
Yeshiva day school and the 375 enrolled students.

Leadership Development 
for Student Leaders

This Rutgers Hillel initiative supports training for first year Impact 
Fellows, Peer Network Interns, and Hillel Institute Student Leadership 
Training to foster Jewish leadership development and student 
involvement on campus.

Shabbat Dinner Shabbat dinner is the most popular program at Rutgers Hillel, 
serving an average of 225 students per week.  These dinners are the 
gateway to Jewish campus life, building community and connecting 
Jewish friends.

Middlesex County College 
Outreach and Shabbat 
Program

In the absence of any formal Jewish organizational effort to attract 
and engage students at Middlesex County College (MCC), Rutgers 
Hillel intends to hire a student to identify and engage in outreach, 
based on the Peer Network Intern model. In addition Rutgers 
Hillel will run two Shabbat dinners (1 per semester) and invite MCC 
students to attend Rutgers Hillel Shabbat dinners.

JMed Rutgers Jewish Xperience attracts Rutgers pre-med Jewish students 
and demonstrates how Jewish values are relevant and integral 
to a successful medical career as participants learn about Jewish 
principles through internships and community service activities.

Theater Studio J This innovative HPCT-CAE afternoon program engages youngsters 
to act in a Jewish-themed play that incorporates an educational 
curriculum, while teaching Jewish values in an accessible way to 
children of affiliated and unaffiliated families.

Teen Scholarship for 
IMPACT DC

B’nai Brith Youth Organization’s (BBYO) IMPACT DC curriculum 
supports grassroots service, advocacy and philanthropy through 
summer skills sessions, leadership exercises and peer-led and 
developed projects.  Teens learn how to lead in a meaningful way 
and learn skills that can be applied to their experience in school, life 
and for years to come.

Taglit-Birthright Israel Taglit-Birthright Israel provides a free 10-day peer group, educational 
trip to Israel for Jewish young adults ages 18 to 26 from around the 
world.  One of its primary objectives is to motivate participants to 
explore their Jewish identity through a peer educational experience 
of historic and contemporary Israel.

US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Trip

The Daniel Pearl Education Center at Temple B’nai Shalom 
coordinates an annual free interfaith trip to the US Holocaust 
Museum in DC for Jewish teens from B’nai Shalom Hebrew school, 
EBJC, B’nai Brith & Young Israel East Brunswick as well as non-
Jewish teens from St. Bartholomew’s school, India Association of 
Garden State, Aldersgate United Methodist Church, and First Baptist 
Church of Lincoln Gardens.



Program Inspire the Next Generation (cont.)

One Happy Camper JFGMC and the Foundation for Jewish Camp (FJC) provide incentive 
grants of $750 - $1,000 for children who have never attended a 
Jewish overnight camp and do not attend a Jewish day school.

Educational Program 
Support

Financial support for educational programs at Netivot Montessori 
Yeshiva and the 110 enrolled students.

PJ Library family 
experience

JFGMC provides free, high-quality Jewish books and music to more 
than 600 children age 6 months through 6 years through the PJ 
Library program, and connects their families with free community 
programs every month.

Rutgers Hillel Center 
for Israel Engagement 
(RHCIE)

RHCIE seeks to be a model for excellence in Israel engagement, 
education, and advocacy on campus, providing students with 
increased Israel knowledge and advocacy to create a campus 
environment favorable to Israel, and reduce the impact of anti-Israel 
hostility activities.

Rutgers Hillel - The 
Peoplehood Project

Rutgers Hillel offers a free, 10 week long enriched version of an 
‘Introduction to Judaism’ class that targets the unaffiliated, Birthright 
alumni and reform students. A stipend provides additional Jewish 
development and makes a donation to the charity of their choice.

Hazamir New Brunswick The Hazamir New Brunswick Jewish high school choir attracts 
participants from different synagogues as well as the unaffiliated.

Educational Program 
Support for Hebrew 
Schools

JFGMC provides financial support for Middlesex’s 950 religious after-
school students, helping children learn new skills and ideas, and 
struggle with questions of theology, meaning, and connection at an 
age-appropriate level.

Teen Grants to Israel JFGMC provides one-time grants of $1,000 for teens entering 10th, 
11th or 12th grade traveling on an organized youth Zionist trip of 
three weeks or more.  Teens may also apply for an additional $1,000 
competitive grant for summer travel.

Federation Community 
Grants

Federation is piloting an “innovation fund” to invest in emerging 
initiatives that fulfill one of the core elements of “Inspire the Next 
Generation” and support the entrepreneurial spirit of those who seek 
new ways to participate in Jewish life.



Program
Forge Strong Connections with Israel
and Overseas

Hibuki (Hug) Therapeutic 
Program

JFGMC works with American Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) to 
help children cope with trauma by projecting their feelings onto a 
stuffed animal, while trained therapists teach them and their parents 
how to safely express emotions.

Operation Protective Edge JFGMC coordinates emergency services in Israel with its international 
partners JAFI, JDC, Conservative/Masorti Movement, Israel Movement 
for Reform and Progressive Judaism, Israel Trauma Coalition, and 
World Ort to deliver respite for children and the vulnerable; financial 
support for victims of terror; and meals-on-wheels, caseworker teams 
and emergency supplies for homebound elderly and individuals with 
special needs.

Jewish Camps in the 
former Soviet Union

JFGMC works with the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) to make 
overnight Jewish camp a reality for children in the former Soviet 
Union. The 10-day summer camps include educational activities 
aimed at strengthening campers’ Jewish identities and deepening 
their connections to Israel. In total, 6,000 Jewish children and young 
people participate in 20 summer camps across the former Soviet 
Union.

Better Together in Neve 
Alonim

JFGMC works with the JDC to transform the lives of youngsters living 
in one of Ashkelon’s most disadvantaged neighborhoods, developing 
after school programs.

Cuba Milk program JFGMC works with the JDC to provide milk for infants and young 
children whose families cannot afford basic food essentials.

Critical Safety Net JFGMC works with JAFI to fund social welfare programs, academic 
enrichment, and food for Israel’s neediest.

Woman to Woman JFGMC works with the Jerusalem Battered Women’s Shelter to 
provide physical haven and emotional security for women from all 
over the country, referred by welfare authorities and social services, 
the police, hospitals, and emergency centers.

Dental Clinic JFGMC works with Dental Volunteers for Israel to provide free dental 
care and prevention at dental clinics for underprivileged children in 
Israel.

Academic Scholarship JFGMC supports the Yemin Orde Youth Village in Israel where many 
children do not have a functional family network to which they 
can turn for help. Federation provides academic scholarships for 
graduates to further their education at an Israeli university.

Breaking the Chain 
Through Education

JFGMC supports Breaking the Chain Through Education, a program 
that aims to eradicate child trafficking in impoverished regions in 
Ghana, rescuing children from trafficking, building schools to end the 
cycle of slavery among the country’s youth and reintegrating children 
into their families. 

 Note: Campaign and non-campaign resources are used to fund these initiatives.




