The CHAI & Glen
Healthy Neighborhood Project Guide

Block Projects: Why and How

Neighborhoods are in a constant state of change. Healthy Neighborhoods attempts to manage change in ways that
preserve homeownership, strengthen property values, and promote cooperation among neighbors. Many of our
neighborhoods have experienced dramatic change over the last 20-30 years. Lower interest rates allowed many residents to
leave for the suburbs while others became homeowners for the first time in solid, affordable neighborhoods. Add to that an
aging population, and before we knew it the social cohesion that once held neighborhoods together had all but disappeared.
Once of the results of these dynamics can be weaker home maintenance standards. When home values are flat or declining
residents are reluctant to invest in their properties for fear of not realizing a return.
The Healthy Neighborhoods strategy operates on the premise that neighborhoods that are otherwise strong—high ownership
rate, strong organization, and good basic housing stock— can thrive again when residents regain confidence and invest time,
effort, and money. Organizing and marketing efforts in the Healthy Neighborhoods stimulate the incremental changes that
can reverse decline and build neighborhood markets.
Block projects are a basic market and community building tool. Healthy Neighborhoods funds block projects to:


Improve the market



Improve curb appeal of properties



Direct residents’ energy to maximizing and enhancing assets



Stimulate resident cooperation and strengthen social fabric

Who benefits? Healthy Neighborhoods aims to build the whole neighborhood by first targeting the strongest blocks.
Target Blocks First— In Healthy Neighborhoods we direct special resources and energy to target blocks. By targeting the
strongest, most marketable areas of a neighborhood to become the “postcard blocks” we can set high standards for the
neighborhood as a whole and re-define the neighborhood’s image in terms of its best assets.
Glen Target Blocks 2012-13


Biltmore Ave: 6100 & 6200 blocks



Jonquil Ave: 5600 through 5800 blocks



Primrose Ave: 3900 & 4000 blocks



Emmart Ave: 3900 & 400 blocks



Menlo Drive: 3600 through 4000 blocks



Rosecrest Ave: 3900 & 4000 blocks



Gist Ave: 5500 through 6200 blocks



Mortimer Ave: 3900 & 4000 blocks



Rubin Ave: 5700 & 5800 blocks



Glen Ave: 3600 through 4000 blocks



Narcissus Ave: 5600 through 5800 blocks



Strathmore Ave: 3700 through 4000 blocks



Hopeton Ave: 6200 block



Pinkney Ave: 3900 & 4000 blocks

Homes for Sale November 2012
Key Lamppost Project Locations:

*3700 & 3800 Glen Ave.

Planter & Address Sign Project:

Rail Painting & CFL Installation Project:

*5700 & 5800 Jonquil Ave.

*3900 Pinkney Rd.

5700 & 5800 Jonquil Ave.

*3900 Strathmore Ave.

*3900 & 4000 Primrose Ave.

3900 & 4000 Pinkey Rd.
3900 & 4000 Rosecrest Ave.
3600 to 4000 Glen Ave.

*5700 & 5800 Rubin Ave.

*3800 Menlo Drive.

*3900 & 4000 Rosecrest Ave.

* 5600->5800 Narcissus Ave.

Flower & Shrub Planting Project:

Planter & Porch Package Project:

*3900 & 4000 Mortimer Ave.

*5600->4000 Gist Ave.

6100 & 6200 Biltmore Ave.

5700 & 5800 Narcissus Ave.

Glen Lamppost Project
Lamppost Project Locations:

*3700 & 3800 Glen Ave.

*5700 & 5800 Jonquil Ave.

*5600->4000 Gist Ave.

*3900 Strathmore Ave.

* 5600->5800 Narcissus Ave.

*5700 & 5800 Rubin Ave.

*3900 & 4000 Emmart Ave.

*3900 & 4000 Rosecrest Ave.

*3900 Pinkney Rd.

*3900 & 4000 Mortimer Ave.

*3900 & 4000 Primrose Ave.
*3800 Menlo Drive.

In effort to increase home values, help residents market their community, &
create high standards for property improvements the Glen Neighborhood
Improvement Association (GNIA) worked together with CHAI to install Solar
Lampposts along the Glen target blocks. The Solar Lamppost were installed
uniformly in the front yard of the participating homes. In total, well over 100+
residents participated in the project! This large-scale capital project began in
early 2008 and was completed in 2010.

5700 &5800 Jonquil Ave
Baltimore, MD

The project kicked off with a outdoor block social on December 1st, 2007, in which residents enjoyed food &
getting to know each other. Also to promote environmental sustainability, “dusk-to-dawn” sensors, and
energy efficient light bulbs were distributed and installed. Residents also worked together to re-paint the
porch & hand railings along the 5700 & 5800 blocks on May 31st, 2008. There were 11 participating families
on the 5700 block of Jonquil Ave. and 10 on the 5800 block of Jonquil Ave. for a total of 21 families.

3900-4000 Pinkney Rd
Baltimore, MD

To coincide with CHAI’s annual “Good Neighbor Day”, residents along the 3900 & 4000
blocks of Pinkney rd. finalized their project consisting of planters, address signs, and tree
planting on May 6th, 2012. Residents were tasked with planting beautiful flowers in the
planters, and the installation of the address plaques-which were hand-made by 2 residents
of Pinkney road! There were 11 participating families on the 3900 block of Pinkney Rd. and
16 on the 4000 block of Pinkney Rd. for a total of 27 families.

5700 &5800 Narcissus Ave
Baltimore, MD

As a follow-up to the lamppost project, residents along the 5700 & 5800 blocks of Narcissus Ave decided to
further improve the facade of the block. After several walking tours, a committee of residents decided to
install planters, porch packages, and window boxes on their properties. The project was closed out with an
“ice-cream social” on August 12th, 2012. There were 6 participating families on the 5700 block of Jonquil
Ave. and 12 on the 5800 block of Jonquil Ave. for a total of 18 families.

6100-6200 Biltmore Ave
Baltimore, MD

The project kicked off with a block social on October 10th 2012, in which refreshments were served to
project participants as they arrived to pick up supplies and greenery. Residents worked together to plant
shrubs, plants, and flowers in front of their homes. In all, 9 families participated along the 6100 block
of Biltmore Ave. and 8 families along the 6200 block of Biltmore Ave. for a total of 17 families. A total of
177 annual plants, shrubs, flowers, and ornamental grasses were installed.

3900-4000 Rosecrest Ave
Baltimore, MD

The project kicked off with a potluck style cookout on June 27th 2013, in which refreshments were
served to project participants as they arrived to pick up address plaques and rail planters. Residents
worked together to plant flowers in their planter and install the address plaques.
In all, 22 families participated along the 3900 block of Rosecrest Ave. and 8 families along the 4000
block, for a total of 30 families.

3600-4000 Glen Ave
Baltimore, MD

The project kicked off with a potluck style social on October 6th 2013, in which refreshments were
served to project participants as they arrived to pick up address plaques, solar lights, and dusk-to-dawn
light sensors. Residents worked together to install the address plaques over the following week.
In all, 2 families participated along the 3600 block, 8 families along the 3700 block, 7 along the 3800
block, 6 along the 3900 block, and 7 along the 4000 block for a total of 30 families.

