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Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta's Statement on The Iran Agreement 

The complex and broad ranging scope of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and the 

agreements contemplated thereby have led to conflicting opinions on specific issues as well as their 

overall merits. We believe that the disagreements spawned by these differences are disagreements of 

policy and not of political differences. 

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta (Federation) further acknowledges that its views cannot be 

assumed to represent the views and opinions of the entire Atlanta Jewish Community. Many thoughtful 

and well-meaning people have or will reach different conclusions. But as longtime and strong supporters 

of the people of the State of Israel, the Executive Committee of Federation believes that it must express 

its concerns, doing so as a matter of policy and not political partisanship. 

The leadership of Federation is very concerned that the five minimum requirements established by 

Congress on a bi-partisan basis to define a "good deal" have not been achieved in the final deal. 

Moreover, any agreement is ultimately dependent on the goodwill and sincere intentions of the parties 

to that agreement. The JCPOA is a complicated matrix that must be accompanied by mutual trust and 

respect. Iran has not ceased to threaten annihilation of Israel and the United States. Nor has Iran 

diminished its support of its terrorist proxies. 

Iran remains unrelenting in its anti-Semitism and its constriction of human rights and other violations of 

international law. Thus, it is difficult for Federation to endorse Iran as a trustworthy and respectful 

counter-party. We are further concerned that Iran will void or disregard its obligations following relief 

from sanctions and return of more than $100 billion. Iran's unwillingness to agree to substantial 

dismantling and removal of its current nuclear infrastructure and failure to identify all prior nuclear 

weaponization efforts, both of which were conditions required in the initial negotiations, heightens this 

concern. 



We remain uncomfortable that the JCPOA will validate Iran as a nuclear state as its prohibitions expire in 

eight, ten and fifteen years. We point out that after eight years, the existing embargo on 

intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBM's), weapons whose sole purpose is to deliver nuclear warheads, 

will expire. 

Federation acknowledges the efforts of the administration to address the Iran nuclear threat through 

diplomatic means. While some commentary has suggested that the sole alternative to accepting this 

deal as presented is war, we believe that other options and possibilities are available to address the 

numerous legitimate concerns raised by so many and thus do not support the JCPOA as it is currently 

written.  

Federation urges Congress to give this accord its utmost scrutiny, carefully evaluate the potential 

ramifications of the JCPOA and work with the Administration to redraft the JCPOA  in a manner that 

recognizes, not only the best interests of the United States, but also Israel and its other allies in the 

region. 

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta supports the global Jewish people by identifying community needs and 
securing resources to deliver services through domestic and global partnerships. Federation cares for Jews in 
need today with food, medical care, housing, financial assistance and other care for the elderly, people with 
disabilities, and at risk/vulnerable populations. Federation helps build the Jewish community for tomorrow with 
services and support that provide Jewish education, connections, and leadership development. With support 
and resources from dedicated lay leaders, volunteers, donors, professionals, affiliates, and partners, Federation 
impacts more lives in Atlanta, Israel, and around the world than any other Jewish organization. Learn more 
about what Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta does and how you can help at www.jewishatlanta.org. 
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